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Bib# Title Creator Publisher Date Description 

404391 Essercitii d’Anima, Raccolti Da SS. Padri, in Diverse Citta d’ltalia Verucchino, Venice : Appresso | 1605 4to. pp. (32), 392 with illustrations. Christoforo da Verucchio (1545?-1620?), a Conventual Friar 
Predicati, Dal R. P. F. Christoforo Verucchino dell’Ordine de Frati Christoforo Giovanni Guerigli Minor from Verucchino who turned into Capuchin priest was one of the most popular preachers 
Minori Capuccini. Stampati ad istanza de gli stessi Ascoltanti. Né of his time. In his simple and mild sermons, he often stood up for poor orphans. Many of his 
quali, oltra molti Concetti Scritturali, Meditationi, e varie Historie lectures were printed without his knowledge and these texts were in high demand. After losing 
Ecclesiastiche, s’insegnano divotissimi modi di contemplar i misteri his voice in 1592, Verucchino took up the pen himself perforce and over the course of two 
della S. Messa, il Pater, Ave Maria, il Credo, i Sette Salmi, il months he completed “The Exercises for a Soul,” a set of 25 exercises of prayer. The work was 
Rosario, le Corone, e gli Offici del Signore, e della Madonna, first published in Venice in 1596. The present edition also contains a sermon on the mystic Saint 
d’essaminar la Conscienza, pianger i peccati, ben Confessarsi, e Catherine of Bologna (1413-1463). The "Predica delle grandezze della Beata Catherina" has 
Communicarsi, santificar le Feste, stare attenti all’Oration Vocale, separate a title page, sig.2A1. 
far la Mentale, e star raccolti con Dio il giorno, e la notte. 
Novamente dal l’istesso auttore corretti, & in molti luoghi ampliati. In 
fine aggiontovi una Predica delle grandezze della B. Caterina da 
Bologna, & una Breve Raccolta di tutte le Indulgenze plenarie per li 
vivi, & per li Morti. Con cinque Tavole copiosissime, & Privilegii 

3583881 | The Admirable life of Saint Wenefride virgin, martyr, abbesse. Robert [Prior of | [Saint-Omer : 1635 8vo. pp. (34), 275, (13), with the final leaf blank. Engraved title by Martin Baes depicting a 
Written in Latin about 500 yeares ago, by Robert, monke and priour | Shrewsbury] ; printed by the kneeling St. Winifred in the midst of her devotions and a view of St. Winifred’s well. Late 19- 


of Shrewsbury, of the Ven. Order of S Benedict. Devided into two 
books. And now translated into English, out of a very ancient and 
authenticall manuscript, for the edification and comfort of 
Catholikes. By I.F. of the Society of Jesus 


Falconer, John 
(trans.) ; Baes, 
Martin (engr.) 


English College 
Press] 


century sprinkled calf by F. Bedford, gilt edges. Head- and tailpieces, engraved initials. Saint 
Winifred was a virgin martyr from Wales who lived in the 7th century and was beheaded by 
Caradoc, a local prince she had enraged by rejecting his advances. At the place where Winifred's 
head fell, a healing spring appeared. Her uncle, Saint Beuno, thereupon raised her from the 
death and imprecated her killer. Winifred became increasingly popular, most of all in England, 
after her first vita was written down by the Benedictine monk Robert, prior of Shrewsbury (d. 
1167), presumedly in 1130. In 1138, Prior Robert was able to convince the Abbot of Shrewsbury 
Abbey to acquire the relics of Saint Winifred to amplify the prestige of his order. The abbey 
erected a sophisticated shrine to honor the saint, which attracted many pilgrims. Prior Robert's 
work was first translated in 1485 by William Caxton and again in 1635 by the Jesuit John 
Falconer 
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6743632 | Vita della B. Rita da Cassia, dell'Ordine di S. Agostino, Raccolta, e Cavallucci, Siena : Nella 1610 4to. pp. (16), 123, (3). With engraved portrait of Rita on title page. 18th C patterned boards with 
descritta da F. Agostino Cavallucci da Fuligno Agostiniano Agostino Stamperia di vellum spine. First edition of the first biography of Rita da Cascia, the patron saint of impossible 
Baccelliere in Sacra Teologia, Curato, e Custode dell'honorata Matteo Florimi causes, abused wives, and heartbroken women. The victim of an abusive husband, Rita 
Compagnia de' Centurati di S. Agostino della Citta di Siena. managed not only to convert her vicious spouse into an observant Catholic, but also to quell the 
Dedicata All'lllustriss. e Reverendiss. Sig. Cardinal Savli Protettore blood feud which had been plaguing his family. Composed long before her beatification, the title 
della sudetta Religione page nevertheless refers to her as already ‘blessed’ 
6743633 | A Proper Looking Glasse for the Daughters of Sion or S. Carre, Thomas | Paris : [Gabriel 1665 12mo. pp. 292. Contemporary vellum. “This Book belongs to ye novisses novisship”. Sole edition. 
Augustine's Life Abridged, and reduced into points of Meditation. [Miles Pinkney, | Targa] Prepared for the English nuns of the Our Lady of Sion Augustinian Convent in Paris, the 
With Meditations for a spirituall exercise at Clothings and pseud.] predecessor of St. Augustine's Priory in Ealing. Lettice Mary Tredway (1595-1677), an English 
ProfeRions. By Thomas Carre their confessour canonness regular, and Miles Pinkney (1599-1674), a priest of the English College at Douai, 
planned to open a monastery of canonesses for English subjects only at Douai. After the Catholic 
authorities at home and abroad were on board with this project, the founders decided to open this 
English priory at Paris instead in 1634. From 1639 onward, the institution that schooled girls 
escaping the persecution of Catholics in England was situated at the rue des Fossés Saint- 
Victor. The ownership inscription in the book suggests it may even have belonged to a member 
of this community, “ye novisses’ noviceship” 
6743634 | Modus Dandi Habitum Religionis et Recipiendi Vota Solennia Quem | de Bezerra, [Antwerp] 1738 8vo. pp. (49), (1 terminal blank). With several bars of music. Bound in contemporary calf. 
ad Usum Religiosarum de Nazareth ex Waelwijck Antverpiae Guilielmus A. J. Remarkable survival of manuscript rules for an exiled group of nuns ousted from the 
Refugarum Conscribi Curavit R. admo: Ds. Guil: Ant: Joseph: De (Guillielmus Netherlands. Under the leadership of Elisabeth Hurckmans, the nuns travelled from Amsterdam 
Bezerra Ecclesiae Cathe: Canonicus Graduatus, et Decanus Antonius to Antwerp, arriving in 1733. Here they were forced to work as weavers to support their convent. 
Districtus Antverpiensis Josephus) The present rules were evidently composed for the use of the transplanted nuns by a local 
deacon, and contain the most essential rites and orations for daily use. The manuscript is entirely 
in Latin save for a Dutch passage to be repeated by novices professing their entry to the convent. 
The convent was disbanded under Joseph Il in 1783 
6743635 | Prieres Journalieres des Demoiselles Pensionnaires du Monastere [Demoiselles Brussels : M. [1793] | 12mo. pp. 90. Contemporary calf. “Eugenie de Brugghem”. Unrecorded in any edition. A 
de Berlaymont, a Bruxelles Pensionnaires] | Lemaire, charming pocket-format collection of daily devotions for young girls being schooled at the 
Imprimeur-Libraire Augustinian convent of Berlaymont in Brussels, known as 'Demoiselles Pensionnaires'. The text 
gives instructions as well as prayers: “Dress yourself with modesty, as quickly as is possible, and 
then immediately fall to your knees to speak the following prayers...", etc 
6743636 | Geschichte des ehemaligen Nonnen Klosters zu Pillenreuth Maria Wirfel, Altdorf : aus der 1764 8vo. pp. 135, (1), including vignette printed in red of a medal of the defunct convent. 
Schiedung genannt, in dem Nurmbergischen Gebiete, aus des Andreas Hesselischen Contemporary boards. Sole edition. This convent of Augustinian Canonesses Regular was 


Klosters Urkunden zusammen getragen, und mit dienlichen 
Anmerkungen erlautert, von Andreas Wurfel, Pfarrer in 
Offenhausen, der Thurbayrischen Academie der Wissenschaften, 
herzoglich Helmstadtischen und Altdorfischen deutschen 
Geselschaft Mitglied 


Officin 


founded 1345, destroyed in 1552 during the Reformation, and never rebuilt. The last surviving 
nun handed over the remains of the property to the City of Nuremburg in 1596. The present work 
is something of a historical-archaeological study of this medieval convent, including a discussion 
of its Rules 
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6743637 | Novena da Bemaventurada Sta. Rita de Cassia, Religiosa da Lisbon : Officina 1747 8vo. pp. (4), 60. Contemporary armorial calf featuring double-headed eagle and bishop's mitre 
Ordem dos Eremitas do grande Padre Santo Agostinho, Conhecida, Joaquinianna da and crook. Unrecorded in any edition. A charming production in a noble binding: a novena for 
e acclamada em todas as partes do Mundo por Advogada dos Musica, de D. followers of Rita of Cascia, patron saint of overcoming obstacles. The novena includes much 
Impossiveis, Offerecida aos seus Devotos, com 0 novo methodo de Bernardo music and even ejaculatory prayers and is very prettily printed 
Meditagoens, e Jaculatorias, com que se fazem nesta Corte, e nas Fernandes Gayo 
outras principaes da Christandade, as mais celebres Novenas 

6743638 | Sermon por la Exaltacion a los Altares de la Beata Cathalina Mestre, Gabriel | Mallorca: Enla 1793 4to. pp. 40. With woodcut of Santa Catalina Tomas (Catherine of Palma) and St. Augustine 
Thomas, Religiosa del Monasterio de Santa Maria Magdalena del Imprenta Real committing their hearts and souls to heaven. Disbound. Sole edition of this sermon on the virtues 
Orden de San Agustin de la Ciudad de Palma del Reyno de of a local Mallorcan Augustinian nun, finally granted beatification in 1792 after centuries of 
Mallorca dixole el R. P. Presentado en Sagrada Theologia Fr. informal veneration 
Gabriel Mestre Religioso del Orden de San Agustin, Vicario 
Provincial de los Conventos de Mallorca del mismo Orden en el dia 
24. de Octubre de 1792 dia quarto de los grandes fiestas, en que el 
dicho Monasterio celebré la solemnidad de la Beatificacion. Sacale 
a luz el mismo Monasterio de Santa Maria Magdalena. Con las 
licencias necesarias 

6743639 | La Vie de la Mere Antoinette de Jesus, Religieuse Chanoinesse de | [Nuns of the Paris : Jean 1685 8vo. pp. (36), 419, plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary calf. “Communauté de I'lmmaculée 
Ordre de S. Augustin en I'Abbaie Royale de Sainte Perrine, ala Convent of Villette Conception, Orleans”. First edition. Anonymous, but the dedication to the Abbess of the Convent 
Villette proche Paris. Avec un abregé de ses Lettres recteillies par Sainte Perrine] of Sainte Perrine is signed from her nuns and Prioresses. The printing privilege on e 6v is also 
les Religieuses du méme Monastere. On y a granted to the nuns, but notes that they have transferred the right of printing to the publisher 
aussi joint la Vie de la Mere Anne de Costerel de Bonneuil, Villette. Antoinette de Jesus was a Flemish mystic and adherent of Quietism. Although professed 
Religieuse du méme Ordre as an Augustinian nun, she insisted on living a solitary life and is today considered one of the 

major 17th C French female mystics, along with Armelle Nicholas and Jeanne de la Nativité (see 
‘Le Triomphe de I’Amour Divin dans la Vie d'une Grande Servante de Dieu’) 
6743640 | Vida, Virtudes, y Milagros de la Venerable Madre Sor Josepha Tosca, Thomas | Valencia: Enla 1775 Ato. pp. XII, 511, (8), plus engraved portrait. Contemporary calf. Ex-libris of Migel Martinez. Third 


Maria de Santa Ines, (en el Siglo Josepha Albifiana), religiosa 
Descalza del exemplarissimo convento de la Purissina Concepcion 
de Nuestra Sefiora, de la Villa de Beniganim Compuesta por el Dr. 
Thomas Vicente Tosca, Presbitero de la Congregacion del Oratorio 
de San Felipe Neri de Valencia. Afiadida en la segunda impression 
por el Dr. y Pa vordre Vicente Albifiana, a la que se aumenta una 
noticia del estado de la Causa de la Venerable, en esta tercera 
impression 


V. (Thomas 
Vicente) 


Imprenta de 
Benito Montfort 


edition, enlarged with an account of the progress of the nun's beatification process. Inés de 
Beniganim was born to a poor family and suffered from epilepsy as a child. At the age of 13 she 
had a vision of Christ, and rejected a marriage proposal in order to follow her dream of entering a 
convent — of the Discalced Augustinians in Beniganim. The first edition was published in 1715 
and enlarged in 1737. In 1769, Ines was finally proclaimed a ‘Servant of God' in the formal 
process for her eventual beatification, prompting the publication of the present work 
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6743642 | Vite, e Virtu di Suor Maria Caterina Corfini Religiosa nel Venerabile | [A Jesuit, their | Modena : Per il 1697 Ato. pp. (8), 299, (5), plus engraved portrait. Contemporary vellum. “Ad uso di Suor Anna Maria 
Monistero del Corpus Domini in Modena, e della Sorella Smeralda Spiritual Capponi, egli Francesca Cirelli indegna serva del Crucifisso, ed ora di casa Raffaelli gia da gran tempo, ed ora 
Vicenzi Vergine della Compagnia di Sant'Orsola nella medesima confessor] Eredi del Pontiroli, siamo nell'anno 1836”. Sole edition of the lives to two Modenese nuns, including an engraved 
Citta, Scritte da un Padre della Compagnia di Gesu, che fu loro Stamp. Vesc. portrait of Suor Maria, “Amantissima da Croce’, embracing her crucifix. Suor Maria was a 
Padre Spirituale, E dedicate all'Altezza Serenissima di Rinaldo professed Augustinian at the Monistero del Corpus Domini in Modena, while Sorella Smeralda 
Primo Duca di Modena, Reggio, &c was an Ursuline in the same city. Both died before their 30th birthdays. The last chapter contains 

a brief account of a further nun, Barbara Muratori 

6743643 | Sermon Funebre, Panegyrico, Historico en las sumptuosas Serda, Nicolas | Barcelona: Enla | 1746 4to. pp. (16), 32, plus engraved portrait. Modern wrappers. Sole edition. A touching production 
Exequias, que hizo la llustre Confraternidad de Santa Rita de Imprenta de Juan printed at the behest of a Confraternity of Augustinian nuns devoted to Rita de Cascia. The nuns 
Cassia, en la Iglesia del Convento de San Augustin de Barcelona, a Piferrer decided to commemorate their recently-deceased Mother Superior, Madrona Riera y Clarina 
su Venerable Fundadora, y Madre la Sefiora Madrona Riera, y (Barcelona, 1688-1744), by printing the text of her funerary sermon and engraving her portrait. 
Clarina, Terciaria Professa de la misma Orden, dia 1. de Junio del This brief account of her life preceded a full hagiography published some 20 years later (in 1769) 
ano 1745 Predicole El R. P. M. Fr. Nicolas Serda, Doctor en 
Theologia, Ex-Cathedratico de Filosofia en la Universidad de 
Cervera, Examinador Synodal de los Obispados de Barcelona, 
Solsona, y Urgel, Secretario, que fué, de la Provincia de Aragon, y 
actual Prior del dicho Convento. Y lo saca a luz la misma ilustre 
confraternidad, siendo sus Mayorales: el llustre Sr. Don Ramon de 
Copons, y de Yvorra: El Sr. Juan Molera Dr. en Medicina: El Sr. 
Francisco Mascaro Mercader: El Sr. Francisco Clara Platero: El Sr. 
Francisco Aymar Tintorero: Y su Clavario el Sr. Francisco Pugét 

6743644 | Vita della Serva di Dio Suor Chiara Crocifissa Alessi, Terziaria Mazzetti, Perugia : Nella 1784 4to. pp. XI, (1), 76. Contemporary cartonnato. Sole edition. Apparently the only printed source on 
dell'Ordine Eremitano di Sant'Agostino. Scritta Compendiosamente | Francesco Stamperia the life of Maria Giuliana Alessi, a noblewoman educated in a convent school from the ages of 8- 
da D. Francesco Mazzetti e dedicata Al Merito singolarissimo del Camerale, e 17. Like so many other women drawn to religion in the Early Modern Period, Alessi suffered from 
Nobil Uomo il Sig. Federico Baldeschi Ciamberlano di Sua Maesta Vescovile Mario debilitating illness and was not permitted to become professed as a nun. Nevertheless, she 
Imperiale Regia, Capitano della prima Milizia de’ Fanti di N. S. Riginaldi managed to join the Third Order Augustinians (secular rather than cloistered) and lived out the 
Patrizio Perugino few remaining years of her life under the nom de religion Suor Chiara Crocifissa Alessi in her 

family residence. She died around the age of 22. 

6743645 | Den H. Reghel vanden H. Vader Augustinus, ghegheven voor de de Beer, Antwerp : By de 1651 8vo. pp. (20), 195, (2). Contemporary vellum. Ex-libris of Suster Maria Verlysen, 1737 and Suster 

Nonnekens, Met d'Uyt-legginghe van dien. By een vergadert uyt Balduinus Weduwe van Jan Anna Maria de Pelsmaeker tot Aelst. First edition of this Rule of St. Augustine, edited specifically 


verscheyden HH. Vaders ende Leeraers ; midtsgaders een korte 
maniere van een dagelijcksche Oeffeninghe, seer profijtigh voor alle 
Religieusen. Door den Eerw. H. Balduinus de Beer, Eerst Pastoor, 
ende nu Canonick vande Cathedrale Kercke van S. Baefs, Biecht- 
vader van verscheyden Cloosters binnen Ghendt 


Cnobbaert 


for nuns by Balduinus de Beer, a spiritual confessor for several Convents in Ghent”, according to 
the title page 
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6743646 | La Vita di S. Grata Vergine, Regina nella Germania, poi Principessa | Tassis, Maria Padua : Nella 1723 4to. pp. xx, 147, plus engraved frontispiece. 19th C boards. Sole edition. St. Grata seems to have 
di Bergamo, e Protettrice della medesima Citta ; descrittada Donna | A. (Maria Stamperia di been a popular subject for female writers, having also been the subject of a 1596 biography by 
Maria Aurelia Tassis Religiosa Benedittina professa nell'insigne Aurelia) Giuseppe Comino Flavia Grumelli. Although not a Benedictine herself, she was ‘adopted! by the Benedictine nuns of 
Monistero di S. Grata di Bergamo. Dedicata agl'lllustriss. e Per Giovanni the city of Bergamo, of which she is the patron saint. Little seems to be known of the author of 
Reverendiss. Signori Prelati, Canonici, e Capitolo della Catedrale di Baldano the present work, Maria Aurelia Tassis, a nun of the Convent of St. Grata in Bergamo 
Bergamo 

6743647 | Vida de la Gloriasa Virgen, y Abadesa S. Getrudis de Eyslevio de Andrade, Madrid : Por 1663 4to. pp. (16), 264, (8). Contemporary vellum. Extremely rare sole edition of this new biography by 
Manspheldense, de la Orden del Glorioso Patriarca San Benito Por | Alonso Joseph Fernandez the Spanish Jesuit Alonso de Andrade. The place of publication is significant: this period perhaps 
el Padre Alonso de Andrade de la Compajiia de lesus, natural de la de Buendia marks the height of Spanish female mysticism, of which St. Gertrude and her ‘Revelations’ were 
Ciudad de Toledo. Calificador del Consejo Supremo de la Santa, y an obvious fore-runner. According to Stephen Haliczer (Between Exaltation and Infamy: Female 
general Inquisicion. Dedicala al M.R.P. Ivan Pablo Oliva Predicador Mystics in the Golden Age of Spain), Teresa of Avila was in fact deliberately painted as “a kind of 
de la Santidad del Sumo Pontifice, y Vicario General de la Spanish reincarnation of Gertrude the Great” in order to deflect criticism of her controversial 
Compaiiia de lesus. Con privilegio status. The Spanish public's appetite for details of Teresa’s medieval antecedent was thus 

satisfied at last by Andrade’s timely biography. “In this work, Andrade underscores Gertrude’s 
growing importance by referring to the enormous extension of her cult in the Hispanic world.... 
Stretching the historical truth more than a little, Andrade makes Teresa take Gertrude as her 
spiritual guide...” (Haliczer) 

6743648 | Les Insinuations de la Divine Pieté de Ste Gertrude, Vierge, [de Mége, Paris : Chez Jean | 1671 4to. pp. (20), 480. Contemporary calf. “Au Recollectinnes de Herve(?)”; later stamps of 
Abbesse de I'Ordre de S Benoist. Avec I'Abbregé de sa Vie. Antoine J. Henault, Franciscan convent in Brussels. First edition of this new translation of Gertrude’s Suggestions of 
Traduction Nouvelle (Antoine Imprimeur, Divine Piety, to which the Maurist Benedictine translator, Mége, has added his own digest of 

Joseph), Libraire-Juré Gertrude’s life. 
(trans.)] 

6743649 | La Vie et les Ouevres de Sainte Gertrude, Vierge, et Abbesse de [de Mége, Paris : Piérre de 1686 8vo. pp. (80), 863, (1), 24 pp, plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary calf. “Ce livre est de la 
Ordre de S. Benoist. Nouvellement traduites de Latin en Francois, Antoine J. Bats fidelite de Saumur”. Second edition of Mége’s translation of the entire works of Gertrude, in fact a 
par Dom Joseph Mege, Religieux de la Congregation de Saint (Antoine different work to that above. Clearly intended for conventual use, this translation includes litanies 
Maur. Avec I'Office particuller de la mesme Sainte en Latin & en Joseph), to St Gertrude as a separately-paginated appendix, and the ownership inscription on the title 
Francois (trans.)] confirms that it was used by the ‘Fidelité de Saumur’, an ancient name given to a Benedictine 

convent in the region 

6743650 | Die XV. Novembris in Festo S. Gertrudis Virginis, et Abbatissee [Benedict XIV] Rome ; Macerata: | 1739 12mo. pp. 10, (1 integral blank). Unbound. Sole edition of this leaflet establishing St. Gertrude’s 
Ordinis S. Benedicti. Duplex Typis Joseph feast day as the 15th November by Papal decree. The 17th of November had originally been 

Francesci Ferri chosen, but was already occupied by St. Gregory Thaumaturgus, whom Benedict XIV deemed 
Impress. Episc. unfit to be unseated by a woman 

6743651 | Vita di S. Gertrude Vergine, Badessa dell'Ordine di S. Benedetto, Campacci, Venice : Presso 1748 4to. pp. (12) including engraved portrait, 409, (21). Late 19th C quarter calf. Sole edition of this 
detta, per la sua eroica Santita, la Grande, la Magna. Descritta da Gasparo A. Niccolo Pezzana Italian life of Gertrude the Great, by a secular priest. Campacci diligently produced his own 
Gasparo Antonio Campacci, Prete, e Dottore di Sacra Teologia, edi | (Gasparo ‘Discorso Cronologico’ (pp 154-160) on the saint's life, fixing the exact dates of her birth and 
ambe le leggi. Divisa in Due Parte. Nella Prima si narrano le sue Antonio) death as well as significant events in her life 


eroiche Virtu, e azioni. Nella Seconda li divini Ammaestramenti 
ricevuti da Gest Cristo suo Amatissimo Sposo. L'una, e I'altra 
utilissima a chi desidera fare profitto nella via dello Spirito 
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6743652 | Componimenti Poetici in Lode della Beata Giovanna Maria Bonomi Perugia : Presso [1784] | Large 4to. pp. XXX, (1 blank). Splendid contemporary gilt embossed wrappers. Sole edition. 
dell'Ordine di S. Benedetto in Occasione che nella Chiesa de Mario Riginaldi Giovanna Maria Bonomo (1606-1670) was a Benedictine abbess to whom two posthumous 
Monaci Casinesi di S. Pietro di Perugia il dii' primo febbrajo Stamp. Cam. e miracles were attributed by Pius VI, resulting in her beatification. A beautifully festive publication 
dell'anno MDCCLXXXIV si Celebra la Solennita della Di lei Vesc. in striking contemporary wrappers, consisting of various poetic contributions celebrating 
Beatificazione Bonomo’s achievement. The poetry was composed and signed by individual members of a male 

Benedictine monastery in Perugia 

6743653 | Vita della Serva di Dio Da. Livia Eletta Franzina, Abbadessa nel Guistina, Padua : Per Gio. 1726 4to. pp. (8), 87, (1), plus engraved portrait. Contemporary cartonnato. “Breirdoro Piscorco” (???). 
Monistero di S. Marco in Padova Del Sacro Ordine di S. Benedetto Bartolommeo Battista Conzatti Sole edition of this biography of an otherwise obscure Benedictine abbess 
Abbate. Scritta da Bartolommeo Giustina, Prete Secolare Padovano 
Dott. in Sac. Teol. e dallo Stesso Consecrata alla Regina delle 
Vergini 

6743654 | Vita della Serva di Dio Donna Maria Florida Martelli, Religiosa Bernardini, Venice : Appresso | 1758 8vo. pp. XIl including engraved portrait, 131. Contemporary calf. Second edition (first, Ancona: 
Professa dell'Ordine di San Benedetto Nel Venerabile Monastere di | Francesco Modesto Fenzo 1756) of this biography of a little-known Benedictine nun in Fabriano, near Ancona. The 
San Tommaso della Citta di Fabriano. Scritta dal Sacerdote D. dedication to the female cousin of Clement XIII explicitly urges the possibility of beatification for 
Francesco Bernardini Martelli, who died at the tender age of 21, in an odor of sanctity 

6743655 | Ewige Anbettung in dem Geist, und in der Wahrheit De [Sisters of the St. Gallen : 1761 8vo. pp. 335, (1). Ownership inscription: “Desses B[Uechlii??] gehorst der vill Ehr Wed[?] 
Allerheiligisten Altars-Sacrament, Eingeflhret in dem neu Perpetual Gedruckt, und zu tugendreichen wibt[?] Fraue Maria Westula[?] Ledergaeberin Von [??] Linden 1761”. First edition 
errichteten Jungfrauen Kloster Ordens des Heil. Ertz-Vatters Adoration at St. | finden im First. of these directions for the Sisterhood of Perpetual Adoration, recently established by Joseph 
Benedicti zu Neu St. Gallen in Lubinger Gebtrg, Der Graffschafft Gallen] Gottshaug Helg as part of a new generation of religious communities in ‘New St. Gallen’, several miles from 
Toggenburg: Zum Gebrauch bemeldten Klosters, Und Allgemeinen the buildings of the famous Benedictine, mostly male community. The convent for the Sisterhood 
Trost, und Nutzen in Druck gegeben. Mit Benehmhaltung der was Officially established only in 1760, and the present work would have served the mere 60 
Oberen Sisters associated with it. A rare example of female religious activity at St. Gallen 

6743656 | Offices solemnels de la Réparation et du Précieux Sang, qui se [Benedictine Rouen : De 1777 8vo. pp. 95. Woodcut of the nuns performing the perpetual adoration on A2 r. Sole edition. 
chantent en I'Eglise des Religieuses Bénédictines de I'Adoration nuns of the I'Imprimerie de la Hymns and prayers ‘sung’ by the nuns of a Rouen congregation performing the ‘Perpetual 
perpétuelle du trés-saint Sacrement; Le ‘er le jeudi de la semaine Perpetual veuve Pierre Adoration’. This form of prayer involves participants taking turns to maintain non-stop devotion to 
de la Sexagésime, dit vulgairement Jeudi-gras. Le 2e le vendredi Adoration] Dumesnil the Most Blessed Sacrament, 24 hours a day 
d'aprés le dimanche de la Quasimodo. Avec les Actes de 
consécration & réparation qui se font dans ladite Eglise; & aussi 
plusieurs Prieres pour s'entretenir devant le S. Sacrement, & pour 
se préparer a la sainte Communion: Le petit Office du précieux 
Sang de Notre-Seigneur Jesus-Christ, & les Litanies latin & frangais 

6743657 | La Vie de Ste. Berthe, Vierge et Martyre, Fondatrice de I'Abbaye Majoret, Rheims : Chez 1743 8vo. pp. (10), 143, (3). Late 19th C quarter calf. Later edition (first, Toul, 16507). Rare in all 
Royale d'Avenay, Ordre de S. Benoist. A laquelle sont ajodtées les | Laurent Francois editions, this biography celebrates the local Rheims saint Bertha. “The whole legend in fact is 
Vies de Saint Gombert son Epoux, Martyr, & de S. Trésain, Jeunehomme, very late and unreliable,” complains the Catholic Encyclopedia 


Confesseur, & Patron de I'Eglise paroissialle d'Avenay. Le tout revd 
& corrigé, & mis en meilleure forme par *** 


Imprimeur-Libraire 
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6743658 | La Regle du Bien-Heureux Pere S. Benoist. Avec les Constitutions Desportes, Paris : Chez Louis | 1633 32mo. pp. (20), 496. Contemporary calf, remains of clasps. “S[oeu]r. de Ste-????ss”. Charming 
accommodeées a icelle pour les Religieuses Benedictines de Nostre | Catherine Feugé miniature edition of the Rule of St Benedict, especially adapted for the nuns of Our Lady of the 
Dame des Anges de S. Cyr Angels at St. Cyr, just west of Versailles. The rules are preceded by a lengthy letter, addressed 
to “My very dear girls, Abbess, nuns, and Convent of St Cyr” by the Bishop of Chartres. The 
ownership inscription confirms its use by “Soeur de Ste. ????” 
6743659 | Regola del Padre S. Benedetto, tradotta in lingua Italiana, per quelle | Zenaro, Venice : Damian 1662 8vo. pp. 229 [ie 224, pp 209-216 omitted in pagination], (1) integral blank. Wear and paper flaws 
parte solamente che aspetta alle Monache, che vivono sotta la Damian Zenaro to inner lower corner of a few pp, with loss of letters of text. 18th C vellum. “Per uso di M[arija 
Regola di S. Benedetto dell'Osservanza. Con le Dichiarationi circa i Francesca Cavagioni... 1764”. Early edition of this complete manual for Benedictine nuns. Rather 
dubii, che possono occorrere nell'osservatione d'essa. Con than burdening its female reader with unnecessary detail, this manual promised ‘only those parts 
Aggionta delli Decreti del Sacro Concilio di Trento, & di alcune Bolle which treat nuns who live under the Observant Rule of St. Benedict’, as well as providing only 
Pontificie spettante a Monache those decrees and Papal Bulls relevant to nuns 
6743660 | Rekenijnghe Roelandt Bossaerts omme de Kercke van Meessene Bossaerts, Mesen 1521- Manuscript in Flemish. Folios, 3 volumes. ff. LVI; XLVIII; XLV. Bound in contemporary vellum 
ende dy van eenen Jare medewijnter xv. een ende twijntich dien Roelandt 1531 (rear cover of third volume lacking). Three volumes detailing the daily expenses incurred in 
dach excluus running the Benedictine convent of Mesen under the Abbess Johanna van Ghistele, prepared by 
their treasurer Roeland Bossaert, Seigneur de Hulsbusch (ca. 1472-1559). Covering the years 
1520-1521; 1526-1527; and 1530-1531. Written in a very clear hand, with occasional 
contemporary notations. A fascinating source for conventual finances 
6743661 | Riflessi Istorici, e Morali presentati alle Illustriss. e Religiosiss. Sig. Calino, Cesare | Venice: Appresso | 1725 8vo. pp. (20), 326, (2). Contemporary vellum. First edition of this collection of ‘historical and 
Le Monache di S. Maria degli Angioli di Verona, sopra Alcuni Santi Gio. Battista moral reflections’ presented to the Benedictine nuns of Santa Maria degli Angeli in Verona - a 
dell'Ordine di S. Benedetto da Cesare Calino Della Compagnia di Recurti congregation of which little is known. Composed by a Jesuit, the work focuses on illustrious 
Gesu members of the Benedictine Order — including accounts of the lives of no less than 5 different St. 
Gertrudes: St. Gertrude of Nivelles; St. Gertrude of Franconia; Gertrude of Delft; St. Gertrude of 
Vorburg; St. Gertrude of Eisleben — as well as St. Scholastica 
6743662 | Narrazione Storica e Componimenti, Fatti in occasione, e in divota [Cocastelli, Mantua : Nella [1735] | 8vo. pp. 220, (2), including full-page woodcut of the Virgin Mary. Early patterned cartonnato. Sole 
rimembranza del secondo Miracolo, seguito nell'Insigne Monistero Luigi] Stamperia di S. edition. Bianca Maria Cocastelli was preparing to enter a local convent at the age of 19 when she 
di San Gio. Vangelista di Mantova, e nella Persona di Donna Bianca Benedetto suffered a fall down the staircase of the family home. Debilitated, she concealed the incident from 
Maria Cocastella Montiglia, Monaca Professa ne! Medesimo, ad her parents, fearing that she would not be physically fit to take the habit. Her internal injuries 
Intercessione della Beatiss. Vergine Immaculatamente Concetta, worsened and soon she was on her deathbed; she had already received the last rites when she 
Che in una Statua, fatta venire dalla Citta di Lucca, divotamente in paid a final visit to a statue of the Virgin Mary at the local Benedictine convent, and was 
detto Monistero si conserva, e si venera, Solennemente pubblicato miraculously healed. Her father was so overjoyed at this that he prepared the present collection 
nella Chiesa del predetto Monistero alli 21. Novembre 1718. Festa of sonnets and touching essays celebrating his daughter's return to health 
della presentazione di Maria Vergine Immacolatamente Concetta 
6743664 | Rime Festevoli in Occasione che I'Illustrissima Signora Donna Maria | Borri, Giovanna | Milan : Nelle 1737 4to. pp. 20. Modern wrappers. Untraced. Poetry for the 'Signora Candidata’ taking religious 
Calderara prende I'Abito Religioso ne! Ven. Monistero di Santa ; Manzoni, Stampe di orders at the Benedictine Convent of Santa Maria Valle in Milan. The work was put together by 
Maria Valle di Milano, col nome di Donna Maria Antonia sotto i Francesca Francesco Agnelli the novitiate's sister, who commissioned these poems from various signed contributors, including 


Felicissimi Auspici dell'lllustrissima Signora Contessa D. Giovanna 
Borri, nata Calderara, sua degnissima Sorella 


the female prodigy Francesca Manzoni of the Accademia dell'Arcadi, who used the nom-de- 
plume 'Fenicia’ 
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6743665 | Divota Novena in Onore della Vergine del Buon Consiglio Da farsi in | Palei Florence : Nella 1757 8vo. pp. 88. With small woodcut of the ‘miraculous image’ (?) on title page. Contemporary 
nove Giorni, 0 in nove Sabbati precedenti alla sua Festa del di 25. Agostiniano, Stamperia patterned card. Sole edition. Directions for a 9-day novena to Our Lady of Good Counsel, printed 
Aprile Data in luce dal Padre Maestro F. Guidantonio Palei Guidantonio Imperiale for the use of the Benedictine nuns of St. Anne in Florence. According to the present text, in 1756 
Agostiniano Ristampata per la seconda volta per uso delle a ‘miraculous image’ of the Virgin and Child was deposited at the convent of St. Anne for safe- 
Reverende Monache di Sant'Anna sul Prato di Questa Citta di keeping, demanding the publication of the present work. The convent was dissolved in 1806. 
Firenze, Come Conservatrici di un'Immagine Miracolosa di detta Little is known about this icon or the miracles associated with it, aside from the present rare work 
Vergine. Coll'aggiunta dell'lstoria, e del primo Miracolo operato dalla 
Medesima in detto luogo. Dedicata all'lllustriss. Signora Marchesa 
Laura Riccardi Corsi 

6743666 | Componimenti Poetici in Occasione che Prenderanno il Sagro Velo | Pasqualini Arezzo : Per 1764 4to. pp. XXXVI. Disbound. With a list of the names of the girls taking vows at each church: 8 at S. 
nella Nobil Terra di Castiglion Fiorentino la Mattina del di’ IX. Aretino, Luigi Michele Bellotti Chiara; 2 at della Ripa; and 2 at della Santucce 
Settembre MDCCLXIV. le Molto RR. Madri de’ Venerabili Monasteri Stampar. Vesc. 
di Santa Chiara di San Benedetto della Ripa e di San Benedetto 
delle Santucce. Raccolti dall'Abate Luigi Pasqualini Aretino 

6743667 | [Letter of appointment of a new Canon to the congregation of nuns Van Der Noot, Nivelles 1790 1p folio, on vellum. Dated 15th May, shortly after the outbreak of the French Revolution which 
of St Gertrude of Nivelles] Marie F. P. was soon to engulf Belgium as well. From the ‘Secular Abbess’ of the Benedictine Church of St 

(Marie Felicité Gertrude of Nivelles, to the female Provost and Doyen of the same church. The letter appoints a 
Philippine) new Canon, Jean Gilbert Theophile Trico, following the death of the previous one 

6743668 | Componimenti Poetici per I'Illustrissima Signora Caterina Jacobilli, Foligno : Per [17187] | 4to. pp. XVI. Disbound. Sole edition. Celebrating the taking of the habit by a local noblewoman 
Patrizia di Foligno, Che veste I'Abito sacro di S. Benedetto nel Pompeo 
Venerab. Monastero di S. Maria di Bettlem della medesima Citta co’ Campana Stamp. 
nomi di Donna Amante Maria il giorno 24. Luglio 1718 Pubbl. 

6743669 | La Vie et Miracles de Ste Opportune Abbesse. Les Translations de Gosset, Nicolas | Paris : Chez 1659 8vo. pp. (15) including engraved portrait, 24-438, (2), (38), (2), plus two engraved plates. 
ses Reliques & Fondation de son Eglise a Paris, & de son Abbaye Antoine Chrestien Contemporary red morocco, richly gilt. Early edition (first, 1654). All editions are rare. A 


d'Almeneches. Tirée du Cartulaire & Archives de ladite Eglise. Par 
M[onseilg[neur] Nicolas Gosset, Prestre, Docteur en Theologie de la 
Faculté de Paris, Chefcier-Curé de la mesme Eglise de Saincte 
Opportune 


Benedictine Abbess of the Carolingian period, Opportuna's sanctity was not expressed in 
charismatic actions during her lifetime, during which she effected no miracles. After her death, 
however, visitors to her tomb affirmed her intercession in human affairs. In one instance, a 
peasant stole a donkey from the convent and refused to acknowledge his crime. Opportuna 
turned the matter over to God, and the next day the farmer's field was sown with salt. The 
repentant peasant both returned the donkey and gave the nuns the field. [Contains miracula of 
Opportuna, composed in Latin by St. Adelin, bisshop of Sées] 
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6743670 | Het Leven ende Mirakelen van de H. Wivina, Eerste Abdisse en Brussels : By [1722] | 8vo. pp. 62, (2), plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary patterned wrappers. “Melanie 
Fondaterse der Edele en Vermaerde Abdye van Grooten Emanuel De Charlotte Vandoornick” etc. First edition. A rare biography of this local saint who rejected 
Bygaerden, Alwaer rust haer weerdig Lighaem. Bezondere Griek, Boek- marriage and became a hermit at the age of 23. She is here invoked against a wide range of 
patroonersse tegen de peste, pleuris, kortsen, pyne der kele, verkooper en medical complaints including pleurisy, the plague, “and all diseases of cattle”. The present copy 
geswillen, kwaede humeuren, ende ook tegen alle kwaelen van het Drukker der Eerw. contains a loose advertisement notifying the reader that the festivities in honor of St. Wivina will 
vee Edele Heeren be celebrated not at the Abbey of Groot-Bijgaarden as formerly, but now in Church of Our Lady 
Staeten van op den Zavel in Brussels 
Brabant 
6743671 | Vita della B. Beatrice della Famiglia de Prencipi d'Este, Il di cui Tomasini, Padua : per il 1673 4to. pp. (16) including engraved portrait, 63. Contemporary cartonnato. Later edition (first, 1652). 
Corpo da quattrocento, e settanta due anni in circa intiero ancora si_ | Giacomo F. Pasquati St. This edition was brought out by the Abbess and nuns of the Convent of St Sofia, where the 
conserva nella Chiesa interiore del Venerando Monasterio di S. (Giacomo Episc. remains of Beatrice d'Este | (c. 1192-1226) were venerated. The preface is signed by the 
Sofia nella Citta di Padova. Gia descritta da Monsig. Illustrissimo, & | Filippo) Abbess, Suor Quieta. “Her body after death was translated to the church of Santa Sophia at 
Reverendissimo Giacomo Filippo Tomasini Vescovo di Citta Nova, Padua and it was a tradition that when anything important was about to befall the family of Este, 
et hora novamente ristampata Ad istanza della Reverendissima she turned in her grave so that the noise was audible throughout the church.” (Catholic 
Madre Abbadessa Suor Quieta Ottata Nobile Padovana, Et di tutte Encyclopedia) 
le Madri del sudetto Monasterio, et dalle medeme dedicata 
All'Eminentissimo, & Reverendissimo Gregorio Cardinale Barbarigo 
Vescovo digniss. di Padova, Conte di Piove di Sacco, &c 
6743672 | Panegirico in Onore della Beata Beatrice Estense Seconda di Marangoni, Modena : Per 1723 8vo. pp. 31. Modern wrappers. Sole edition of this succinct biography of Blessed Beatrice d’Este 
Questo Nome, Fondatrice del Monastero di Sant’Antonio Abate Nicola F. Bartolomeo Il, who renounced the world and took the habit after her fiancé died of his battle wounds days 
nella Citta di Ferrara Composto da D. Nicola Francesco Marangoni__| (Nicola Soliani Stampator before their wedding 
Dal Finale di Modena, E Dedicato All'Altezza Serenissima di Francesco) Ducale 
Rinaldo Primo Duca di Modena, Reggio, Mirandola &c. 
6743673 | Della B. Beatrice d'Este, Vita Antichissima. Ora la Prima Volta Brunacci, Padua : Nella 1767 Large 4to. pp. (6), 198, (1) including full page engraved of the sepulchre of Beatrice d'Este | (c. 
Pubblicata, con Dissertazioni dell'Abbate Brunacci Giovanni Stamperia del 1192-1226). Contemporary cartonnato. First edition. Brunacci claims to be the first medieval 
Seminario Latin and vernacular lives of the saint discovered in an “old Ferrarese codex”, which he 
reproduces on pp. 181-198; the rest of the work is taken up by discussion and commentary on 
Beatrice's life 
6743674 | Vita della B. Beatrice Seconda d'Este, Fondatrice dell'Insigne Baruffaldi, Ferrara : Per gli 1796 8vo. pp. VIII, 155, plus engraved portrait. 19th C half vellum. Later edition (first, 1723). This 
Monastero di S. Antonio di Ferrara. Gia Data in Luce dal Sig. Dottor | Girolamo Eredi di Giuseppe edition was brought out by the nuns of the Convent of S. Antonio in Ferrara, who sign the preface 


Girolamo Baruffaldi Ferrarese, Archiprete di Cento nell'Anno 1723. 
Ora ristampata, e dedicata All'Eminentissimo e Reverendissimo 
Principe il Sig. Cardinale Allessandro Mattei, Arcivescovo di Ferrara 


Rinaldi 
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6743675 | Das Leben und Offenbahrungen der Heiligen Jungfrawen Gertrudis, | Lansperger, Cologne : Wilhelm | 1657 8vo. pp. (16), 821, (11), (2 integral blanks), including engraved portrait. Contemporary calf over 
S. Benedicti Ordens Abdissin def Closters Helpede bey Eysleben. Johannes Friessem wooden boards, one clasp remaining. Sole edition. First German translation of Gertrude’s life as 
Als Influ& Gottlicher Gutigkeit und Andacht, Begreiffend den Inhalt well as her Insinuations of the Divine Goodness, as composed by Johannes Lansperger in 1536, 
der gantzen Christlichen und Geistlichen Vollkomenheit. Von allen including an engraving/prayer card of an image of Gertrude ‘miraculously painted’ in a church in 
frommen unnd Eiffrigen Seelen vorlangst hoch erwiindscht, und von Spain 
vielen Hochgelehrtesten der H. Schrifft Doctoren zum héchsten 
gepriesen. Endlich nach drey hundert und mehr Jahren (in welchen 
sie verborgen gelegen) fleissig ubersehen, und in Lateinischer 
Sprach ans Liecht gebracht durch den Ehrwtrdigen P. Joannem 
Landspergium Carthuser Ordens in Céllen. Nun aber auf selbiger 
zum ersten in die Hochteutsche ubersetzt, und unserm teutschen 
Vatterlandt zu sonderlichem Nutz an Tag gebe 
6743676 | Vita della Beata Maria Maddalena de' Pazzi, Vergine Nobile Puccini, Florence : nella 1639 4to. pp. (12), 412, (10). Modern half vellum. Fifth edition (first, 1609). This edition has been 
Fiorentina, Monaca nel Munistero di Santa Maria de gl' Angioli in Vincenzio Stamp. di Gio. augmented with material relating to Pazzi's canonization (which would not take place for another 
Borgo San Fridiano (oggi in Pinti) di Firenze, dell'Ordine [Puccini, Batista Landini 30 years), and was dedicated to Innocenzia and Mariagrazia Barberini, nieces of Pope Urban VIII 
Carmelitano Osservante. Raccolta, e descritta dal signor D. Vincenzo] 
Vincenzio Puccini, Confessore, e Governatore di detto Munistero. 
Ridotta in miglior’ ordine, con aggiunta di molte azzioni virtuose, e 
mirabili, cavate da i Processi formati per la sua Canonizazione. Et in 
questa quinta edizione dedicata alle M.M. Suor Innocenzia, E S. 
Mariagrazia Barberini Nipoti di Nostro Signore Urbano VIII 
6743677 | Discours prononcé, le Mardi 1 Octobre mil sept-cent soixante-onze, | de Roquelaure, | Paris : Augustin- 1771 Ato. pp. (4), 46, (2). Contemporary marbled wrappers. Stamp of a French Franciscan library (?). 
en |'Eglise des Religieuses Carmélites de S. Denys, pour la Jean-Armand Martin Lottin ainé, First edition of an elaborate production to celebrate the entry of Princess Louise-Marie into the 
Cérémonie de la Prise du Voile de Profession de Madame Louise- Imprimeur-Libraire Carmelite convent of St Denis. The present copy is the luxury quarto edition; a duodecimo edition 
Marie de France. Par Messire Armand de Roquelaure, Evéque de Ordinaire de Mgr was also published in the same year. As a daughter of the philandering Louis XV, Louise was 
Senlis, Premier Aumonier du Roi, Conseiller d'Etat Ordinaire, & l'un le Dauphin, de la drawn to religion at an early age. Her father however, intended her for a political marriage; it was 
des Quarante de I'Académie Francoise Ville & de l'Ordre only after refusing or being rejected for any such match that she was finally allowed to enter the 
des Carmélites Carmelite convent of St Denis in Paris in 1770, at the age of 33. She was elected prioress three 
times before her death in 1787 
6743678 | Panégyrique de Sainte Thérese, Réformatrice du Carmel, Prononcé | du Serre-Figon, | Paris : Claude- 1785 8vo. pp. iv, 115. Contemporary blue wrappers, deckled edges. “Soeur Hypolite Carmelite”. Sole 
dans l'église des Carmelites de Saint-Denis le 15 Octobre 1784. Joseph B. Antoine edition. A lengthy hagiography of Teresa of Avila, delivered as a sermon to the Carmelite nuns of 
Dédié a Madame Louise de France. Par M. L'Abbé du Serre-Figon (Joseph Lesclapart, Saint-Denis, including their celebrated Prioress, Madame Louise of France, whose favor was 
Bernard) Libraire de meant to be curried by the dedication of the present work 
Monsieur, frere du 
Roi ; Charles- 
Pierre Berton 
6743679 | Considérations sur l’Esprit et les Devoirs de la Vie Religieuse, Lamourette, Paris: Frangois 1786 8vo. pp. xii, 302, (1). Contemporary calf. “S[oeujr St Felix”. Second edition, unrecorded. 


dédiées a Madame Louise de France, Prieure des Carmélites de 
Saint-Denis 


Antoine-Adrien 


Buisson 


Essentially a conduct book for secular (non-cloistered) women seeking to lead a religious life. 
This edition is apparently a reprint of the first (1785), with a canceled title page in which 
Lamourette addresses the dedicatee by her Royal title rather than her nom-de-religion 
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6743680 


Abrégé de la Vie, Maladie et Mort de Madame Louise-Marie de 
France, Prieure de Carmelites A St. Denis, Décédée le 23 
Décembre M. DCC. LXXXVII 


[Soeur Thérése 
de Jésus] 


Paris ; Ghent : Et 
se trouvent chez 
J. F. Vander 
Schueren 


[1788] 


Small 4to. pp. (2), 34. Modern wrappers. Sole edition, unrecorded in OCLC or the CCFR. A 
fascinating document which cannot be traced in any other survival: an early biography of the 
deceased Princess Louise of France, composed by her fellow Carmelite Therese de Jesus, who 
signs the work at the end. The fact that it bears a confusing imprint (“Paris, et se trouvent [...] a 
Gand”) may indicate it was not officially sanctioned. As a daughter of the philandering Louis XV, 
Louise was drawn to religion at an early age. Her father however, intended her for a political 
marriage; it was only after refusing or being rejected for any such match that she was finally 
allowed to enter the Carmelite convent of St Denis in Paris in 1770, at the age of 33. She was 
elected prioress three times before her death in 1787 


6743681 


Vie de Madame Louise de France, Religieuse Carmélite, dédiée a 
Madame Elisabeth, Soeur du Roi Louis XVI. Par M. I'Abbé Proyart, 
de plusieurs Académies 


Proyart, Liévin- 
Bonaventure 


Brussels : Chez 
Le Charlier, 
Libraire 


1793 


8vo. pp. (4), 488. Contemporary calf. Early edition (first, 1788). As a daughter of the philandering 
Louis XV, Louise was drawn to religion at an early age. Her father however, intended her for a 
political marriage; it was only after refusing or being rejected for any such match that she was 
finally allowed to enter the Carmelite convent of St Denis in Paris in 1770, at the age of 33. She 
was elected prioress three times before her death in 1787. Proyart’s authoritative biography drew 
upon recollections of the Princess’ closest friends, including Madame Elisabeth, her niece and 
the dedicatee of the present work. However, before completing his work Proyart was forced to 
flee the Revolution and hence published his work in Belgium. Incidentally, his work was 
published at just the time when the Assemblé Nationale ordered the exhumation of Louise’s 
coffin along with other members of the royal family, in order to use the lead for new canons 


6743683 


[Contemporary copy of a letter from the bisshop of Antwerp to the 
banned Carmelite congregation of Antwerp urging the nuns to be 
patient while he was trying to help restoring their governement- 
seized property] 


de Nelis, 
Cornelius F. 
(Cornelius 
Franciscus) 


Brussels 


1787- 
07-03 


4to. pp. (4), 2 integral blanks. Unbound. Contemporary copy of a lengthy letter from the Bishop of 
Antwerp to a congregation of Carmelite nuns, promising them that he would do everything in his 
power to restore their possessions and to help them to return to their convent. The convent and 
its church had been liquidated in the wake of the religious reforms under Emperor Joseph Il. The 
Secularization Decree issued on 12 January 1782 banned several monastic orders not involved 
in teaching or healing. Eventually, the nuns could only return in 1801. The Bishop also added a 
transcription of a speech from the Archbisshop of Malines at the occasion of the vestiture of two 
French nuns at the Church of the Visitation 


6743684 


La Vie de Sainte Marie Magdelene de Pazzi, Religieuse Carmelite 
de l'Ancienne Observance du Monastere de Sainte Marie des 
Anges, a Florence. Ecrite en Italien par Monsieur Vincent Puccine, 
Directeur & Confesseur du Convent. Et Traduite en nostre Langue 
par M. Louis Brochand, Bachelier en Theologie de la Faculté de 
Paris 


Puccini, 
Vincenzo ; 
Brochand, 
Louis (trans.) 


Paris : Chez 
Sebastien 
Cramoisy 


1670 


4to. pp. (10), 258, (2), extra-illustrated with 34 engraved plates. 18th C half-calf, rebacked. 
Flemish captions to plates occasionally trimmed. “De la librarie des Carmelites de Pontrose (?)”. 
First edition of this French translation of the work above. Puccini's biography first appeared in 
1609, shortly after Pazzi’s death; it was translated here into French in honor of her canonization 
in 1669. The present copy is certainly interesting: it was interleaved with 34 tri-lingual plates 
engraved by Abraham van Diepenbeeck illustrating the life of the saint, issued in Antwerp in 1669 
or 1670 (Vita Seraphicae Virginis S. Mariae Magdalenae de Pazzis Iconibus Expressa, total 49 
plates) — also very rare, see Bib# 9553248 in this collection 
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6743685 | La Vie de Soeur Marguerite du S. Sacrement, Religieuse Carmelite | [Amelote, Paris : Pierre le 1654 8vo. pp. (40), 744, (12). Contemporary calf. Printing flaws to prelims, no loss of text. Ex-libris of 
du Monastere de Beaune. Composee par un Prestre de la Denis] Petit, Imprimeur & the Carmelites of Orleans. First edition, published just six years after Soeur Marguerite’s death. 
Congregation de l'Oratoire de Nostre Seigneur lesus-Christ, Libraire ordinaire “Notwithstanding the strict enclosure of the Carmelite order [Marguerite] had developed a 
Docteur en Theologie du Roy widespread reputation as a visionary with divine gifts of prophecy and healing... for two days 

before the funeral, crowds of mourners had pressed a team of Oratorian priests to touch some 
20,000 rosaries to Marguerite's corpse so that each might be a tangible reminder of her spiritual 
gifts” (Cupples, "Catholic Women and the Communication of Relics in Seventeenth-Century 
France”). The BnF catalogue mistakenly transcribes the date of their MDCLV edition as 1650, but 
no 1650 edition in fact exists 

6743686 | Het Leven vande Weerdighe Moeder Maria a S.ta Teresia, (alias) A Sancto Ghent : Ghedruckt | 1683 4to. pp. (28), 300, (16), plus engraved portrait; (2), 404, (24). Contemporary calf. Dutch nun's 
Petyt, Vanden derden Reghel vande Orden der Broederen van Augustino, by de Hoirs van inscription dated 1704; later French inscription of a 'Madame Marie Dams’. First edition of the first 
Onse L. Vrouwe des Berghs Carmeli, Tot Mechelen overleden den Michaél [Jean Jan vanden two parts of this biography and letters of an important Flemish mystic. “Together with a fellow nun 
1. November 1677. Van haer uyt ghehoorsaemheyt, ende Van Ballaer, Kerckhove [Petyt] moved to a cell in Mechelen, which soon became the centre of a group of like-minded 
goddelijck ingheven beschreven, ende vermeerderinghe vant selve | pseud.] women. Around 1662 she began her voluminous autobiography, modeled on the Autobiography 
Leven. Uyt haere schriften ghetrocken, ende by een vergadert door of Saint Teresa of Avila... Petyt wrote her Life at the behest of her confessor, author and 
den seer Eerw. P. Michaél a Sancto Augustino, Provinciael vande Carmelite Provincial Michael of Saint Augustine, who also arranged for its posthumous 
Paters onse Lieve Vrouwe Broeders des Berghs Carmeli, inde publication in four volumes. Besides organizing the text into chapters and occasionally replacing 
Neder-duytsche Provincie. Vol van volmaeckte deughden, om naer the chronological order by a thematic one, he did not otherwise edit it... She minutely registers 
te volghen, van goddelijcke jonsten, verlichtinghen, ende her every experience with depths of desolation and heights of ecstasy. She never shuns her 
bewerckinghen om van te verwonderen, ende Godt te loven. Van feelings, not even when, in periods of utter desolation, of disgust with her surroundings and 
alderlye onderwysinghen tot de volmaecktheyt voor de hatred of God, they tend towards the suicidal...” (Women's Writing from the Low Countries 1200- 
beghinnende, voortgaende ende volmaeckte 1875, p 277). Of the copies recorded in OCLC several contain only the first two parts; the third 

and fourth parts may have been published after the death of the author in 1684. Part | alone 
contains Petyt's full autobiography whereas Parts II-IV contain her letters 

6743687 | La Vie de la Tres-Sublime Contemplative Soeur Marie de Sainte de Brion, Paris : Chez 1720 8vo. pp. (44), 602, (2), plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary calf. “Hermanas del Sagdo. 
Therese, Carmelite de Bordeaux. Ow l’on voit la conduit que Dieua | Charles Nicolas Le Clerc ; Corazon de Maria, Arenys de Mar” as well as stamp of a priest, A. Saudrea?. First edition. Swiftly 
tenue sur elle pour I’élever a la plus parfait union & a la plus sublime Chez Jacques placed on the Index Librorum Prohibitorum in 1725 due to the Quietistic associations of the 
contemplation. Composée par M. |'Abbé De Brion Estienne author and subject. Brion was Soeur Marie's spiritual director, and was himself of the mystical 


school of Madame Guyon; Marie de Sainte Therese was another follower of these 
‘contemplatives'. This Carmelite mystic's Vie even attracted the attention of a German Lutheran 
theologian, Friedrich Christoph Oetinger, who translated the present work into German in 1734 
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6743688 | Der hochadelichen Dame Louise Frangoise de la Valliere; Anitzo de la Valliére, Frankfurt : In 1682 12mo. pp. (40), 256 including engraved plate, 24, plus two engraved frontispiece portraits. 18th 
aber demutigen Schwester Louise de la Misericorde, Andachtige Louise F. Verlegung century boards. “Louisa Christine Louis Louisa CLTS Elina’. Second edition (first, 1681) of the 
BuR-Seuffzer. Verfasset in vier und zwanzig Gebet-weif gestellten (Louise Leonhart Loschge, first German translation of this highly popular account of the royal mistress-turned-penitent nun, 
Betrachtungen uber die Barmhertzigkeit Gottes. Aus dem Francoise) [de | Buchhandlern published and widely circulated during her lifetime. The French original appeared in 1680 and is 
Franzosischen ins hoch-Teutsche treulich uberbracht durch la Miséricorde, relatively common; its rapid translation here attests to de la Valliére's scandalous notoriety. This 
Matthias Kramer. Zweite Edition Louise] ; pocket German edition is very rare (no copy in German libraries, according to VD17) and is 

Kramer, prefaced by a charming pair of portraits bound face-to-face: Madame de la Valliére as a coiffured 
Matthias courtesan, captioned ‘Sinner’, faces Sister Louise de la Miséricorde, the ‘Penitent’, dressed in a 
(trans.) modest nun’s habit 

6743689 | Vita della Venerabile Madre Rosa Maria Serio di S. Antonio, Gentili, Venice : Appresso | 1742 4to. pp. XVI including engraved portrait, 288. Contemporary vellum. Early edition (first, 1738). 
Carmelitana dell'antica Osservanza, e Priora del Monastero di S. Giuseppe Gio. Battista Serio entered the convent of Fasano at the age of 16, and during her noviceship was unjustly 
Giuseppe di Fasano, Baliaggio della Religione di Malta nella Recurti imprisoned by superiors suspicious of her remarkable spiritual abilities (preserving the 
Provincia Bari del Regno di Napoli. Scritta da Giuseppe Gentili della congregation from a pestilence, etc.). While serving as the Abbess of the convent, she was 
Compagnia di Gesu consumed by a ball of fire in full view of her sisters, but remained unscathed save for a burn in 

the shape of a heart above her chest. The last seven years of her life were particularly marked by 
physical torment and mystical suffering 

6743690 | Vida da Veneravel Madre Rosa Maria, Serio de Santo Antonio, Gentili, Lisbon : Na 1762 4to. pp. (16), 411, plus full-page woodcut portrait. Contemporary calf. Few corners chewed, no 
Carmelita da antiga Observancia, e Priora do Mosteiro de S. Jozé Giuseppe ; Officina de loss of text. Second Portuguese edition (first, 1744). The first account of her life was Gentili’s 
de Fazano, Baliado da Religia6 de Malta, na Provincia de Bari do Contador de Francisco Borges 1738 Italian biography. Portuguese interest seems to have been aroused by Serio’s devotion to 
Reino de Napoles: Escrita pelo Padre Joseph Gentil, da Companhia | Argote, de Sousa St. Antony, traditionally associated with that country. 
de Jesu, Dedicada a Princeza de Portugal N. Senhora, e traduzida Jeronymo 
de Italiano em Portuguez, pelo Padre D. Jeronymo Contador de (trans.) 

Argote, Clerigo Regular. Segunda Edigad 

6743691 | Discours prononcé Le 10 Septembre 1770, dans l’Eglise des Poncet de la Paris : De 1770 12mo. pp. 51, (1). Modern wrappers. Early edition, the same year as a quarto edition. Princess 
Religieuses Carmélites de S. Denis, pour la prise d’Habit de Riviére, I'Imprimerie de G. Louise's vestiture was a sensational event, celebrated by the faithful all over France. Published 
Madame Louise-Marie de France. Par Messire Matthias Poncet de Matthias Desprez, sermons delivered upon the taking of the habit by nuns were common in Italy but not France; this 
la Riviere, ancien Evéque de Troyes Imprimeur du Roi is a notable exception 

& du Clergé de 
France 

6743692 | Lettere Spirituali, del reverendo Bonsignore Cacciaguerra. Scrittea | Cacciaguerra, Venice : Per 1563 8vo. ff. (8), 215, (1). Modern vellum. Bound with another Cacciaguerra item (Dialogo Spirituale 
pill persone sopra diverse materie molto utili. Nuovamente poste in | Bonsignore Giovanmaria molto utile del Reverendo Bonsignore Cacciaguerra, con la Vita d'una Devota Vergine sua 
luce. Con Privilegio di N. S. Papa Pio Illl. dell'Illustrissimo Senato Viotto figliuola spirituale. Et una lettera sopra la frequentia della santissima Communione. Nuovamente 


Veneto, & d'altri Principi 


Posto in Luce. Con privilegio del Sommo Pontefice Pio Illl. & della Illustriss. Signoria di Vinegia, 
& d'altri Prencipi, Venice, Giovanmaria Viotto, 1564). First collected edition of these letters on 
spiritual matters from a Roman priest, with recipients including 10 different women. The women 
are identified by their stations in life and usually only by their initials, in order to keep their 
identities secret 
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6743693 | Pratica di Coscienza per Tutte le Religiose Claustrali, divisa in Richiedei, Brescia : Per 1689 4to. pp. (8) including added engraved title page, 590, (2). Contemporary vellum. “Di Chiarito La 
Ventidue Trattati: cioé Obedienza, Poverta, Castita, Clausura, Paolo Domenico Gromi Reveredissima Madre Soppriora’. First edition, an immaculate copy including a charming 
Officio divino, Messa, Silenzio, Orazione, Carita, Umilta, Buon engraved title page featuring 8 nuns adoring the Virgin Mary. The present copy is a wonderful 
esempio, Mortificazione, Digiuno, e Beni di sopraerogazione. example of the practical usage of such works: alongside the Dominican Father Richiedei’s 
Aggiontavi La pratica insieme circa l'esame di Coscienza, precepts on ‘Obedience, Poverty, Chastity, Cloistering, Divine Offices, the Mass, Silence, 
Confessione, Communione, e Perfezzion Religiosa: Con un Trattato Orations, Charity, Humility’ and so on is appended a ‘Treatise on the Authority of every Mother 
pure dell’autorita che tiene ogni Superiora sopra le sue Monache, et Superior over her Nuns’. Sure enough, the present copy bears an ownership inscription of the 
un altro Spettante a tutte le Officiali da lei istituite, in materia de' loro ‘Soppriora’ [the nun just below the Prioress] of the Chiarito Convent in Florence 
Officii. Opera del P. Maestro F. Paolo Richiedei de' Predicatori. Altre 
tanto necessaria alle Religioso sudette, quanto utile, e profittevole 
a ciascun altro Reliogioso per attrivare all'intiera offeruanza della 
propria Regola, e per quella finalmente al Cielo. Consacrata 
All'lllustrissimo, & Reverendissimo Signor D. Domenico Vallotti 
D'ambe le Leggi, e Sacra Teologia Dottore, Prevosto dell'Insigne 
Collegiata de Santi Nazaro, e Celso, e Vicario Generale delle 
Monache di Brescia, e suo Distretto 
6743694 | Il Simbolo della Fede, ad una Divota Religiosa, Dottrinalmente, e Antoniotti, Milan : Nella 1692 4to. pp. (20), 246, (2). 20th C half vellum. “Appartenate al Monastero di St. Benedetto”. First 
Moralmente Spiegato; premesse diverse Considerazioni, tanto Amadeo Stampa di Carlo edition. A didactic exegesis of the Apostle's Creed, with a preface dedicating the work to the 
intorno all'Huomo, quanto intorno all'Essenza, & Attributi di Dio. Utili, Antonio Malatesta nuns of the convent of S. Paolo in Milan 
e necessarie al perfetto conseguimento della medesima fede. 
Opera del P. D. Amadeo Antoniotti Barnabitta, Che sara molto 
fruttuosa, non solo a’ Predicatori, ma anche a’ Curati. Dedicata 
all'lmpareggiabile Merito delle Molto Reverende Madri Angeliche di 
S. Paolo di Milano 
6743695 | Weg-Weiser der Geistlichen Kloster-Jungfrauen, fur alle diejenige, de Sales, Einsiedeln : Durch | 1693 12mo. pp. 276, (8). Contemporary calf with both clasps. Sole edition of this understudied text. 
welche sicher, und mit Frucht begehren und verlangen in dem Francois ; M. Joh. Heinrich Although ostensibly simply a translation of St Francis de Sales’ instructions to nuns into German, 
Leben def Geists zu wandeln. Gezogen auf den Schriften de H. M.P.V.B. (ed. | Ebersbach the work gains added interest for its place of publication and the identity of its author. ‘M. M. P. V. 
Francisci von Sales Bischoffen zu Genff auf der Italianischen in die | & trans.) B.’ signs the preface ‘[your] unworthy, yet humbly devoted maiden’ [Magdt, Low German], 
Teutsche Sprache ubersetzet. Von M. M. P. V. B. indicating that within the convents of Einsiedeln there were women involved in translation work - 
in this case from Italian to German 
6743697 | Manuel des Vierges consacrées a Dieu, & la Regle commune et [France or 1696 8vo. ff. 170, 21 lines per page. Brown ink, all pages ruled. Consisting of an 'Avertissement' and 4 
generalle de toutes les Religions de filles Belgium] parts. Lengthy manuscript conduct manual, devoid of title page but consisting of the judgments of 
various Church Fathers on the duties of nuns, including an interesting comparison of East vs 
West. “Ce livre a este commencé le 24. de Janvier, 1696” at foot of 'Avertissement' half-title 
6743698 | La Religiosa in Solitudine. Opera in cui si porge alle Monache il Pinamonti, Modena : Nella [ca. 12mo. pp. 643. Contemporary vellum. “Anna M[aria] Gertrude Violaiti, Sposa Idegniss[i]ma di 
modo d'impiegarsi con frutto negli Esercizi Spirituali di S. Ignazio. E | Giovanni P. Stamperia 1700] Giesu... 1743”. Early (“sixth”) edition (first: Modena, 1696) of this enormously popular manual for 
puo anche servire a chiunque brama di riformare con un tal Mezzo il | (Giovanni [Antonio] Capponi private female devotion. As the title page suggests, Pinamonti’s work is nothing less than a 
proprio Stato Pietro) ‘Loyola’s Spiritual Exercises for girls’ - an outreach effort to bring the teachings of the all-male 


Jesuit Order to women. All editions of this pocket guide are rare 
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6743699 | Die Exemplarische und Gott-wohlgefallige Priester-Frau, oder ein Adami, Johann | Frankfurt; Leipzig | 1702 8vo. pp. (16), 17-245, (11), including engraved frontispiece of a priest and his wife. "M LI. J Xr., 
Klarer Spiegel, Darinnen gezeigt wird, wie ein Christliches Frauen- S. (Johann P. Buek. Spiegel erster Pfarrfrauen E. ... Karakterbildte als Seitenstuck ... in Beispielen .... (30 
Zimmer, so mit einer Gott-geheiligten und im offentlichen Lehr-Amte | Samuel) 1/2 B.) ... 1842". Contemporary vellum. Second edition (first, 1699). A remarkable conduct-book 
stehenden Person verehlichet lebet, sich nicht der Welt und ihrem for the wives of Lutheran priests, including instruction on dress, sexual moderation, keeping 
Anhange gleich stellen, und dadurch allerhand Aergerni& geben; silent, and so on. This copy is bound with another conduct book by the same author with 
Sondern vielmehr durch ein heiliges Leben einen erbarn Tugend- instructions for the children of priests (Das Exemplarische und Godt wohlgefallige Priester-Kind 
Wandel fuhren solle, damit es iederman zur wahren Gottseeligkeit oder ein Klarer Spiegel, Darinnen angezeigt wird, wie die Kinder Gott-geheiligter, und in 
und Frommigkeit furleichten konne. Alles nach Anweisung g@ttl. offentlichem Lehr-Amte stehender Personen, sich nicht der Welt, und ihrem Anhange gleich 
Worts, und der gesunden Vernunfft ausgefuhret; Mit vielen stellen, und dadurch allerhand Aergerni& geben; Sondern vielmehr durch ein heiliges Leben 
wahrhafftigen Geschichten, anmuthigen Gleichnissen, einen erbaren Tugend-Wandel filhren sollen, damit sie andern zur wahren Frommigkeit 
nachdencklichen Sinn-Bildern, und glldenen Sprichen heil. Schrifft, frleuchten konnen. Alles nach Anweisung Gottlichen Worts und der gesunden Vernunfft 
wie auch welt-weiser Leute, ausgezieret ausgefihret, mit vielen warhafftigen Geschichten, anmuthigen Gleichmissen, nachdencklichen 

Sinn-Bildern, weltweiser Leute Spriichen, und heil-Schrifft herrlichen Zeugnissen ausgezieret. 
Frankfurt and Leipzig, In Verlegung Christoph Seidels, 1701). 

6743700 | Christian perfection, consisting in the Love of God: Explain’d in Petrucci, Pier London : Printed 1704 8vo. pp. (16), 416, plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary gilt morocco. Sole edition of this 
Several Letters to a Lady, &c. Written Originally in Italian, by M. (Pier for Richard Smith curious English translation of a Quietistic treatise for women by Cardinal Petrucci. Petrucci’s 
Cardinal Petrucci. Now Render’d into English, With an Account of Matteo) writings on the passive resignation of the soul to God were outlawed by the Inquisition in 1688 for 
the Author being heretically mystical, but it is especially odd to find them translated for English Protestants. 

The frontispiece is printed on thick paper and may have doubled as a prayer card; it depicts a 
cross with the mottoes “I am Nothing / Desire Nothing / | can do Nothing / Ask Nothing / Seek 
Nothing / 1 Know Nothing / Will Nothing / But God” 

6743701 | La Religiosa Santamente occupata verso Dio, Verso il Prossimo, Fontana, Venice : Presso 1710 12mo. 4 parts in 1 vol. pp. (18), 124; (8), 124; (8), 238, (1) blank; pp. (8), 171. Lacking half-title? 
Verso sé stessa Opera divisa in quattro parti. Vantaggiosa ancoraa | Aldigherio Andrea Poletti Contemporary vellum. First edition, second issue (first, 1709) of this curious guide aimed at nuns, 
tutte quelle Vergini, che non obbligate a Clausura, vivono perd con but “still advantageous to all those women, who are not encloistered, but still live by the habit, 
habito, e regola particolare. Dedicata Alla Santita di nostro Signore and particular rules’ 

Clemente XI. Dal Conte Aldigherio Fontana Parmigiano, Canonico 
della Cattedrale in Patria. Parte Prima. Come debba portarsi la 
Religiosa verso Dio, Che vale a dire, in tutte quelle occupazioni, che 
immediatamente spettano al Culto Divino. Seconda Impressione 

6743702 | La Religiosa Santamente occupata nel Ritiro degl'Esercizi Spirituali | Fontana, Venice : Presso 1710 12mo. pp. (34), 335, (1). Lacking half-title. Contemporary vellum. “Madre ????” / bookplate of 
di Sant'lgnazio di Loiola, Fondatore della Compagnia di Gesu Aldigherio Andrea Poletti Libreria Cappuccini, Castellazzo Bormida. First edition. Similarly-titled to another 1710 work from 


Fondatore della Compagnia di Gest: Opera del Conte Aldigherio 
Fontana Parmigiano Canonico della Catedrale in Patria Dedicata 
Alla molto Rever. in Cristo Madre La Madre Suor Maria Quintilia 
Rezonica Monaca nell'insigne Monastero di Santa Cecilia di Como 


this author, but in fact an independent guide to the Spiritual Exercises of Loyola, here adapted for 
women like the 1696 manuscript 'Manuel des Vierges consacrées a Dieu, & la Regle commune 
et generalle de toutes les Religions de filles.' The work is dedicated to a nun at the Convent of St 
Cecilia in (rather distant!) Como 


16 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


6743703 | Istruzione a le Monache per la Via de la Perfezione, con Brevissime | Bellissen, Rome : Per Paolo | 1711 Ato. pp. (10), 468, (4). Contemporary vellum. Sole edition. A rare conduct-book by a French 
Riflessioni intorno a le principali Azioni de la Vita Monastica; dal P. Gioseppe Komarek clergyman resident in Rome since 1700. Cardinal Carpegna had charged Bellissen with the 
Gioseppe Bellissen Gia Procuratore Generale de la Congregazione | [Belissen, directorship of the Convent of Santa Maria de' Sette Dolori, where a niece of Clement XI was in 
de la Dottrina Cristiana di Francia: Dedicata All'Eccelentissima, e Giuseppe ; residence — most likely the same nun to whom Bellissen dedicated the present work 
Reverendissima Signora, La Madre Suor Maria Teresa Caterina Bellissen, 

Altemps di S. Giovanni Evangelista, Superiora de le RR. Monache Joseph] 
di S. Maria de' sette Dolori 

6743704 | Santuario delle Monache, nel Quale sotto la Persona di una Vergine | Zon, Domenico | Venice: Appresso | 1615 8vo. pp. (32), 403. Contemporary vellum. “Questo libro e ad uso di Maria Elisabetta’ / “P. 
che si vuole Monacare, si ragiona, e discorre dal R. P. Confessore Fioravante Prati Apollonius Apolloni e suo amici”. Sole edition of this little-known manual for nuns, directed to 
intorno alla osservanza de it tre Voti principali. Di obedienza, those who wished to become novitiates and dedicated to two local Abbesses, Andriana 
poverta, e castita, che promette ogni Religiosa a Dio nostro Signore Gradenigo and Eletta Loredani 
nella sua professione; e di tutto quello, che é necessario di ben’ 
osservare nel santo Monasterio. E si assegna bella, e santa dottrina 
per le novitie, e professe, per mantenersi in buona, e santa pace, & 
in securo stato della lor salute. Mandato in luce da Monsignor 
Domenico Zon da Novale, dedicato Alle Clarissime, & 

Reverendissime Madri M.S. Andriana Gradenigo, Abbadessa 
meritissima del sacro Monasterio di S. Zaccaria di Venetia, & M. S. 
Eletta Loredani di Santa Maria de gli Angeli di Murano. Con la 
Tavola, & con licentia de’ Superiori, & Privilegio 

6743705 | Confessarius Monialium Commoda, Brevi, & Practica Methodo de Alexandris, Venice : Apud 1713 12mo. pp. (12), 563. Contemporary vellum. Second edition (first, 1706). All early editions are 
Instructus, circa earum Obligationes, Privilegia, & ceetera feré omnia | Gaetano Paulum rare. A pocket manual for priests administering confession to nuns. Alexandris (d. 1730) was 
ad hanc Materiam spectantia. A P. D. Cajetano de Alexandris [Cajetano de Balleonum [Paolo responsible for updating the manual which continued to be published after his death; it was 
Clerico Regulari Sacree Theologize Professore. Editio Secunda. Alexandris, Balleoni] intended to answer any scenario the priest might find himself in -— for example, administering 
Pluribus in locis locupletata pseud.] confession to a hermaphrodite (pp. 9-10) 

6743706 | Direzione alla Monaca Ritirata negl’Esercizi Spirituali soliti a farsi di Santa Bologna : Per il 1716 12mo. pp. (16), 303, (1), 160. With 2 full-page woodcuts on versos of a8 and N8; smaller 
ogni Anno per dieci giorni. Con una breve Istruzione d'altri Esercizi Barbara, Longni [sic, Eredi woodcut on recto of E11 (2nd part). 19th C quarter vellum. Third edition of this guide to the timing 
quotidiani, da pratticarsi parimente in tutti gli altri giorni dell'Anno. Ambrogio M. di Giuseppe and location of ‘spiritual exercises’ to be performed by nuns, 

Opera composta dal Padre F. Ambrogio Maria di Santa Barbara (Ambrogio Longhi] perhaps on the model of Ignatius Loyola 
Carmelitano Scalzo. Terza Edizione Maria) 
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6743707 | La Religiosa Instruida, con Doctrina de la Sagrada Escritura, y Arbiol, Antonio | Zaragoza: Porlos | 1717 4to. pp. (20), 658, (12) but (12) pp. of index bound in between 656-657. Contemporary vellum, 
Santos Padres de la Iglesia Catolica, para Todos las Operaciones Herederos de rebacked. “Sor Isabel Cortes y Clava...”. First edition of this provincial Spanish conduct-book. 
de su vida regular, desde que recibe el Manuel Roman, Intended as a complete manual “from when she receives the sacred habit to the hour of her 
Habito Santo hasta la hora de su muerte, por el R. P. Fr. Antonio Impressor de la death”. 

Arbiol, de la Regular Observancia de Nuestro Serafico Padre San Universidad 
Francisco, Letor dos vezes Jubilado, Calificador del Santo Oficio, 

Examinador Synodal del Arcobispado de Zaragoga, Padre del las 

Provincias de Canarias, Valencia, y Burgos, y Ex-Provincial de 

Aragon. Se dedica a la Reyna de los Angeles Maria Santissima, 

Protectora, y Amorosa Madre de las Fieles Esposas de su 

Santissimo Hijo 

6743708 | La Religiosa Novizia Consolata, e Istruita. Discorsi di Cesare Calino, Cesare | Bologna : Per 1717 12mo. pp. (4), 462. Contemporary vellum. Sole recorded edition. One of a curiously large number 

Calino. Della Compagnia di Gest Ferdinando Pisarri of conduct books for nuns authored by Jesuits, who also seemed to serve in unusually high 
numbers as their spiritual confessors. The present work was aimed at novitiates, and gives 
lengthy examples illustrating correct behavior in the convent. The title page states this is the 
‘second Bologna edition’ but no other editions have been traced in ICCU [Istituto Centrale per il 
Catalogo Unico] 

6743709 | Lettera d'Istruzione a una Monaca Novizia. Dedicata all'lllustriss. e [Beretta, Padua : Nella 1724 4to. pp. (2), x, 135. Contemporary vellum. “Questo libro e del Monastero della Visitazione di 
Reverendiss. Monsignor Daniello Delfino, Patriarca eletto d'Aquileja, | Francesco] Stamperia di Santa Maria di Pistoja / Noviziato”. First edition. A complete guide to monastic virtue for newly- 
e Vescovo d'Aurelianopoli, ec Giuseppe Comino. inducted nuns 

Per Giovanni 
Baldano 

6743710 | La Religiosa in Tre Stati. Di Novizia, di Professa, e di Conversa. Bassanin, Venice : Appresso | 1731 8vo. XXXII, 446 pp. Contemporary vellum. Ownership inscription of B. Bizzanini. First edition of 
Stato Primo in cui si Porge alle Figlie, che Vogliono Monacarsi, e Francesco Gio. Battista this conduct book, dividing the nun’s life into three ‘stages’: as novitiate, after having professed 
Professare il modo di impiegarsi negli Esercizi Spirituali con Frutto, Recurti and formally entered the convent, and finally as a ‘converse’ nun 
e di fare la Confessione Generale. Opera di Francesco Bassanin 
Sacerdote Veneziano. Dedicata alla Gloriosissima Vergine 
Addolorata 

6743711 | Lettera del Gran Servo di Dio Bonsignore Cacciaguerra, Carissimo | Cacciaguerra, Padua : Presso 1732 8vo. pp. 24. Old wrappers. First separate appearance. A brief text on the duties of nuns, in the 
Amico, fedel Penitente, e indefesso Compagno per molti anni di S. Bonsignore Giuseppe Comino form of a letter to a young girl preparing to enter a convent. Cacciaguerra was a close companion 
Filippo Neri. Nel promuovere la gloria di Dio, e la salute de' Prossimi of St. Filippo Neri 
in Roma; Scritta da esso ad una Giovane che si fece Monaca; la 
quale abbraccia i principali doveri delle Religiose 

6743712 | Disciplina Claustrale owero Pratica degli Atti della Vita Religiosa de Santa Maria, | Florence : Nella 1745 24mo. pp. 220. Contemporary vellum. “S[or] Eugenia Guidi”. First edition to include extracts from 


per farli con spirito, e perfezione composta dal Ven. Pad. Gio. di 
Gest Maria Carmelitano Scalzo Con i ricordi della S. Madre Teresa, 
e Sentenziario Spirituale del Santo Padre Giovanni della Croce 
Dedicata al merito impareggiabile delle molto Rev. Mad. Abbadessa 
e Religiose del Ven. Monastero Di S. Maria di Monticelli di Firenze 


Juan 


Stamp. di Pietro 
Viviani 


St. Teresa of Avila’s memoires. Dedicated to the nuns of St. Maria di Monticelli in Florence. A 
true pocket-guide to convent life, in tiny format 
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6743714 | Il Paradiso in Terra, aperto alle Sagre Vergini, nell'angustie della Rome : Nella 1747 Large 4to. pp. (16), liv, (2), 520. Contemporary marbled cartonnato, deckled edges. Second 
Religiosa Clausura. Opera di un Sacerdote Seculare stamperia di S. edition (first, 1718). A hefty publication, with this edition dedicated to a nun at the Convent of the 
Michele a Ripa Queen of Heaven in Rome, Suor Marianna Teresa Imelda di Gesu Crocifisso. This work stands 
Grande, per out among conduct-books of this period for its focus on female sources: the entire second Part 
Ottavio Puccinelli draws exclusively on the lives of nuns and saints from all religious orders for edifying examples. 
The preface also includes an exhaustive 50-page bibliography of female religious figures 
throughout history and their written works 
6743715 | Variee Resolutiones Sum[morum Pontificum Sacree Congregationis [Germany?] [18th 4to. pp. (4), 50, (1 blank). Bound in contemporary calf. Manuscript copy of various rules and 
Emeninenti[ss]imum Cardinalium S. Concilii Trident. Interpretum ac century | regulations pertaining to nuns — derived not only from the Council of Trent's new directives but 
S. Congregationis Ep[isco]porum, et Regularium. In Causis 2 from Vatican decrees up to the mid-18th century, judging from the text. On p. 48 there is a 
Regularibus Circa Moniales eisdem Subiectas emanatee reference to “Quia in nostra Germania’, and there may be other clues to authorship and use in 
the text 
6743716 | Guida della Monaca Religiosa, che contiene il modo, che devono Credazzo, Rome : Appresso | 1622 4to. pp. (16) including engraved title, 230, (22). Contemporary vellum. “Monastero Benedettino 
tenere quelle che desiderano farsi Monache. Dove si dichiara, che Fabrizio Andrea Fei della S. Croce”. Sole edition. A very rare guide to convent life, down to the most intimate details: 
cosa sia Religione. Con discorsi particolari sopra li Voti, e Virtu “handkerchiefs should be washed in small urns for 60 seconds, more or less, according to the 
necessarie alle Religiose. Assegnando le sue regole a tutti gli Offici poverty and means of the convent”, etc 
delle Monache 
6743717 | La Monaca nel Deserto con Cristo; nel Cenacolo con gli Apostoli;e | Boldu, Venice : Presso 1752 (24), pp. 417, (3) bookseller's catalogue. Third edition, dedicated to Abbess Pisani of the 
nel Convito Eucaristico con tutt'i Fedeli. Opera in cui si danno ad Girolamo ; Andrea Poletti Convent of St. Catherine in Venice. An explicit adaptation of Ignatius’ Spiritual Exercises for 
una claustrale Le Meditazioni per gli esercizi di Sant'lgnazio; Loyola, Ignatius nuns; the bookseller’s catalogue at the end contains a fascinating selection of reading material 
un'apparecchio divoto alla Pentecoste; ed alcune pratiche di pieta presumably aimed at the same audience 
avanti, e dopo la Santissima Comunione 
6743718 | Les Etudes Convenables aux Demoiselles, contenant la [Panckoucke, Paris : Veuve 1755 2 vols in 2. 8vo. pp. xxxvi, 479; pp. (4), 534, (2). Contemporary mottled calf. First edition. A 
Grammaire, la Poésie, la Rhétorique, le Commerce des Lettres, la André-Joseph] | Bordelet fascinating guide to the rich education received in convents by so-called 'Demoiselles 
Chronologie, la Géographie, I'Histoire, la Fable Heroique, la Fable Pensionnaires' under the care of nuns. The curriculum laid out by Panckoucke is hardly limited to 
Morale, les Regles de la Bienséance et un Court Traite religious subjects, but provided the girls with a solid grounding in Rhetoric, Geography, Letter- 
d'Arithmetique. Ouvrage destiné aux Jeunes Pensionnaires des Writing, and Arithmetic 
Communautés & Maisons Religieuses 
6743719 | Direttore delle Religiose Cavato dalle Opere della Beata Madre Frémiot de Milan : Per 1756 12mo. pp. 215. Contemporary vellum with metal clasp. “Ad uso di Suor Maria Fedele Lazzaroni, 
Giovanna Francesca Fremiot di Cantal, Fondatrice dell'Ordine della | Chantal, Carl'Antonio 1887”. Later edition of this popular guide to nuns’ conduct, taken from the works of Jeanne 
Visitazione; Dall'Autore revisto, ed ampliato. Dedicato A Jeanne- Lucca Libraro Fremiot de Chantal, founder of the Visitandines 
quell'Anime, che desiderano d'incaminarsi con una mirabil dolcezza_| Frangoise 
per la via delle Sante VirtU, e con il modo facile, e soave di 
praticarle, per portarsi in breve alla perfezione 
6743720 | Retraite Spirituelle pour les Religieuses Par Messire Pierre-Frangois | Lafitau, Pierre- Paris : Chez Jean- | 1760 8vo. pp. (4), viii, 318, (24). Contemporary calf. “Soeur Augustine Hospitaliere”. Sole edition. A 


Lafitau Evéque de Sisteron 


Francois 


Thomas 
Hérissant, 
Imprimeur-Libraire 


‘spiritual retreat' intended to be performed by soul-searching nuns, probably in seclusion. The 
retreat lasts a prescribed 8 days 
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6743721 | Samenspraak tusschen eenen min Ervarenen en meer Gedefenden | [Winckelman, Middelburg : 1761 8vo. pp. (20), 218. Signed by publisher on verso of title page. Modern quarter calf. “Second 
Christen, Over de betamelyke geschiktheid des herten, Voor-, Jacoba P. Hendrik Sas ; impression”, the same year as the extremely rare first. A conduct-book written by a Dutch 
rechte werkzaamheid Op-, en behoorlyke betrachting Na- het (Jacoba Amsterdam : Dirk Protestant woman of letters, in fact one her earliest works to appear in print. Her name is not 
houden van een plechtigen Dank-, Vast en Bede-Dag. Tot Petronella)] onder de Linden mentioned on the title page, though it would be added in the third edition of 1769. The title 
onderricht en bestier van zulken, die zo een Dag den Heer translates as 'Dialogue between a Less and a More experienced Christian on the appropriate 
wenschen waar te neemen. Tweede druk spiritual State before, the proper Way to Act during, and the due Observance after a solemn Day 
of Thanksgiving, Fasting, and Prayer’. Winckelman sought to correct the moral decay and decline 
of Christian values she perceived in her society. Like all but one of her works, this one was 
published following her death in 1761 
6743722 | Lezioni Spirituali ad Uso delle Monache, Formate sopa alcuni Barbugli, Bassano : Nella 1766 12mo. pp. 379. Contemporary vellum. Sole edition, unrecorded. ‘Lessons for nuns' taken from 
Documenti di S. Bernardo ad una sua Sorella Monaca nel libro Demetrio Stamperia di the works of St. Bernard, translated and edited by a Jesuit 
intitolato Del modo di vivere santamente. Opera Data in luce dal Bassano, A Spese 
Padre Demetrio Barbugli Della Compagnia di Gesu Remondini 
6743723 | La Vera Sposa di Gesu-Cristo, cioé la Monaca Santa Per Mezzo de Liguori, Bassano : A 1771 8vo. pp. 264 including engraved frontispiece; pp. 328. Contemporary vellum. Third edition (first, 
delle Virtl proprie d’'una Religiosa. Opera dell'lllustriss. e Alfonso M. Spese Remondini 1760-61). St Alfonso Liguori’s important text codified the anti-Enlightenment ideal of the Christian 
Reverendiss. Mons. D. Alfonso de Liguori Vescovo di Santagata de’ | (Alfonso Maria) | di Venezia woman, both cloistered and secular 
Goti e Rettor Maggiore della Congregazione del SS. Redentore; 
Utile non solo per le Religiose, e Religiosi, ma anche per li Secolari, 
mentre in essa trattasi della Pratica delle Virtu Cristiane, che 
spettano ad ogni Stato di Persone. Terza Edizione. Divisa in due 
tomi. Tomo primo. In fine del Secondo Tomo vi saranno di pit le 
Meditazioni per otto giorni degli Esercizi Spirituali, che sogliono fare 
molte Religiose privatamente in solitudine. Inoltre vi saranno alcune 
divote Riflessioni, ed Affetti sull’ Istoria della Passione di Gesu- 
Cristo 
6743724 | L'lmitation de la Trés-Ste Vierge, sur le Modele de I'Imitation de [de Rouville, Paris : Chez 1773 8vo. pp. xii, 461, (7). Contemporary calf. Second edition (first, Avignon, 1766). Rouville sets out 
Jesus-Christ. Par M. I'Abbe ***, Dédiée a Madame Alexandre- Charles-Pierre in his preface to offer a guide to emulating the Virgin Mary, deliberately modeled on the Imitatio 
Joseph] Berton, Libraire Christi of Thomas a Kempis — a text usually reserved for men. A fine complement to the various 
adaptations of Ignatius' Spiritual Exercises for women mentioned above 
6743725 | Lettera Indrizzata ad un Amico intorno all'Uso della Doppia Lucca : Per Filippo | 1773 4to. pp. (2), 15, (3). Sewn as issued. Sole edition. The anonymous author defends a strange 
Benedizione col Venerabile Solita darsi in alcune Chiese di Maria Benedini practice “among nuns in some churches’ of employing a double benediction, arguing that 
Monache although it has been called into question by other authorities, it is in fact not contrary to any 
doctrine. An interesting example of the way questions of nuns’ conduct and rites were discussed 
and commented upon by men 
6743726 | Delle Monache. Parte Prima [-Seconda] [Venturini, Lucca 1776 Large 8vo. pp. 115, (1). Engraved headpiece of a nun. Early 20th C calf. Stamp of Romulo Meli. 
Salvatore?] Sole edition. A curious treatise on the role of nuns and convents in Enlightenment society, 


drawing on the social precepts of Antonio Muratori among others. The anonymous imprint 
suggests the work was published outside of the usual channels of religious discourse 
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6743727 | La Monaca Perfetta ritratta dalla Scrittura Sacra, Auttorita et Basso, Carlo A. | Milan : Per I'Her. 1627 4to. pp. (16), 650, (1 blank). Engraved title page. Modern quarter vellum. First edition of this 
Essempi de’ Santi Padri. Da Carlo Andrea Basso, Theologo Oblato, | (Carlo Andrea) | di Pacifico Pontio important conduct guide for nuns, probably intended for those pursuing a secular (‘Third Order’) 
e Preposito de Trezzo. Opera Utilissima a chiunque desidera Servir et Gio. Battista rather than a cloistered path 
a Dio con perfettione e dall'Auttore dedicata alla Seren[issi]ma Picaglia 
Sempre Vergl[ijne Madre di Dio. Con Privilegio Stampateri 

Archiep. 

6743728 | Manuel des Religieuses. Qui renferme la maniere dont les Colomme, Paris : Chez 1779 8vo. pp. (8), 329, (7). Contemporary calf. “Sor Marianne Gouzot’ / “Marie Yardel (?)”. Sole 
Religieuses doivent se conduire, & les maximes propres a les faire Jean-Baptiste- | l'auteur edition. Dedicated (like several other conduct manuals of this period) to the daughter of Louis 
parvenir a la perfection de leur état. Par le R. P. Colomme, Sébastien XIV, herself a Carmelite nun 
Barnabite 

6743729 | Maximes de Conduite pour une Jeune Personne qui entre dans le Strasbourg: Chez | 1781 12mo. pp. 70; pp. 36. Later wrappers over contemporary cartonnato. “Ce livre arpartiene a 
Monde. A I'Usage des Demoiselles Pensionnaires et Externes, que Francois Levrault, Louise Yves ????”. First edition. A charming pocket-format guide to this aspect of convent 
l'on instruit chez les Religieuses de la Congrégation de Notre-Dame Imprimeur de culture. Young girls educated by, in this case the Congregation de Notre-Dame in Strasbourg, 

l'Université were known as Demoiselles Pensionnaires. Eventually they would be released ‘dans le monde’, 

€piscop. as the environment outside the convent was called. The present work thus attempts to offer a 
secular education for a religious audience, giving instruction in everything from language to 
gamesmanship 

6743730 | Il Sistema Moderno sul Celibato delle Monache sopresse esaminato Como : presso di 1786 8vo. pp. LXXXIII. Contemporary card covers. Sole edition. A fascinating defense of the right of 
ne’ suoi principi Lettera al Nobile Signor Canonico Don Vincenzo Francesco Scotti nuns to enjoy an unchaste life once they leave a convent. The argument seems to relate to cases 
Besozzi Stamp. Vescov. in which convents have been suppressed — or perhaps abandoned? — and whether nuns are 

subsequently still bound by their former vows of celibacy. The present author contends they are 
not, against another commentator, Canon Vincenzo Besozzi 

6743731 | Sermoni Morali, Istruttivi, e Famigliari diretti Principalmente all da Costigliole Turin: Francesco | 1788 4to. pp. XVI, 95. Contemporary vellum. Ex-libris of the Capuchins of Rieti (?). Sole edition. 
Monache, utili eziandio ad ognuno, che aspiri alla perfezione d'Asti, Antonio Mairesse Intended to address topics encountered in a nun’s daily life, ranging from ‘tepidity’ to chastity, the 
cristiana di fra Piergrisologo da Costigliole d'Asti Cappuccino della Piergrisologo virtues of manual labor and handicrafts, and the education of young girls. The final sermon 
provincia di Piemonte dedicati alle Religiosissime Madri Badessa,e | [Fantolini, describes the ‘renewal of vows’ ceremony undertaken by the nuns in the Monastery of the 
Monache della Visitazione de Pinerolo Pietro G. Visitation at Pinerlo, so the work would appear to have been composed specifically for them (as 

(Pietro reflected in the dedication) 
Grisologo)] 

6743732 | A Method of Conversing with God. The Second Edition. Translated [Boutauld, Liege : Printed by | 1789 8vo. pp. 143. Contemporary calf. Second edition (first, 1688). This far later printing retains the 

out of French by |. W. of the Society of Jesus Michel ; Hfenri] Dessain & translator's original dedication to the Reverend Mother Ann Beddingfield, Abbess of the English 
Warner, John Sisters Poor-Clares at Gravelines (near Dunkirk). A Recusant community of nuns established in 1607, 
(trans.)] the Poor-Clares of Gravelines were expelled from the country by the French Revolutionary Army 


in 1795 and forced to decamp to Northumberland. One wonders whether the present edition — 
one of a minute number of books printed by Henri Dessain and his sisters — was still intended for 
that congregation, or for a Catholic audience in England 
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6743733 | De Wel-Meynende Boere-Dogter, oft Hoe eene Dogter ten Platten Claes, Jacob Sint-Truiden : by [ca. 12mo. pp. 112. With 4 small woodcuts in text. Contemp patterned cartonnato. 
Lande zig moet voegen, om onder het bestier van haere Ouders, of J[ohannes] 1789?] | “Fourth printing’. A charming provincial publication, printed in a small town and intended for the 
Meefters Christelyk te leven, afwagtende den tyd, om in den B[ernardus] Smits, daughters of local farmers. The religious duties of these daughters are didactically illustrated by 
Houwelyken Saet te treeden. Opgesteld by manier van gemeyne Boekdrukker way of a lengthy ‘dialogue’ involving a pastor, a father, a mother, and three daughters aged 20, 
Saemenspraeken, in welke de hedendagsche gemeynste fouten, 18, and 11. The dialogue is punctuated with poetry and pithy quotations. No earlier editions have 
zoo van de Ouders als van de Kinders, op het behendigste berispt been traced under this title 
worden. Een Boekxken zeer nut zoo voor d'een, als voor d'ander, 
die begeerig is tot zyne eeuwige zaligheyd. Vierden druk 
6743734 | L'Anima Religiosa ritirata in Solitudine e Sollevata con la Mente, e Allione, Lucca : Presso 1793 8vo. pp. xvi, 324, (2). Contemporary vellum. “Ad uso de me, Colomba Asdezzoni (?)”. Sole 
col Cuore in Dio, ossia Meditazioni ed Esami pratici per un Ritoro di | Francesco A. Francesco edition. ‘Spiritual retreats’ became popular in the 18th century, less so for women. This work was 
Dieci Giorni ad Uso delle Monache, utile perd ad ogni ceto di (Francesco Bonsignori intended to guide nuns through a 10-day retreat of solitary devotional meditation 
persone che voglian tendere alla vita perfetta. Opera del Padre Agostino) 
Francesco Agostino Allione Agostiniano Della Congregazione di 
Lombardia, Lettore Emerito, ed Esaminator Sinodale nella Citta e 
Diocesi di Torino 
6743735 | La Religiosa Mortificada. Explicacion del Quadro que la Presenta de Espinosa, Madrid : Imprenta | 1799 8vo. pp. (8), 291, (2 integral blanks), plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary calf. “Felicita 
con sus Inscripciones tomadas de la Sagrada Escritura: a que se Manuel Real por D. Pedro Carbajal’, passed on to “Faustina Dominguez”, and finally to “Maria Concepcion Dominguez”, 
afiade el Manual del Alma Religiosa, Que es un compendio de sus Julian Pereyra, responsible for the pencil sketches on the rear endpapers; accounts in the hand of Carbajal (?) 
mas principales obligaciones, para aliento y estimulo de las almas Impresor de on rear endpaper. First edition of this guide published in order to satisfy the natural curiosity of 
que se consagraron a Dios, y desean hacer felizmente su carrera: Camara de S. M. nuns for the practice of devotional mortification of the flesh. The author attempts to set out a full 
compuesto todo por el P. Fr. Manuel de Espinosa, de la Regular manual of Franciscan teachings on this subject, and the striking engraving depicts an unusual 
Observancia de San Francisco, Difinidor y Padre de la Provincia de sight: a nun in full habit crucified in emulation of Christ, with legends describing the mortification 
Aragon, Tedlogo Consultor de la Real Junta de la Concepcion, y of each body part 
Predicador de S. M. Con licencia 
6743737 | Des Services que les Femmes peuvent rendre a la Religion, [Jauffret, Paris : Chez 1801 12mo. pp. viii, 388. Contemporary calf. Extra-illustrated with an engraved portrait of Louise de 
Ouvrage suivi de la Vie des Dames Francoises les plus illustres en Gaspard] Veuve Nyon Marillac. First edition. A fascinating guide to the dutiful observance of religion by women in all 
ce genre, dans le dix-septiéme siécle stations of life. The section, lengthier section presents paragons of 17th-century female religious 
virtue (Louise de Marillac, Madame de Miramion, the Duchesse de Montmorenci, Marie de 
Incarnation, Jeanne-Frangoise Frémiot de Chantal, Marie de Lumague, and another Marie de 
Incarnation (founder of the Ursulines of Quebec) 
6743738 | Le Breviaire des Dames. Dedié a Madame Puget de La Paris : Chez 1652 8vo. pp. (8), 155, plus added engraved title and 8 engraved plates. Contemporary calf, gilt. 
Serre, Jean Michel Dauplet “Marie Varizet, dans la rue des fauses avec qui se trouv???...”. Sole edition. A delightful manual 


of daily devotion for the author's patroness, illustrated with 8 engravings depicting a woman 

completing each of the devotional activities. Impossibly rare — there is one other copy, at the 
Bibliotheque nationale de France, apparently with 180 pp. The present copy is in a perfectly 
untampered condition - with contemporary binding and ends with ‘fin’ on p. 155, so it is most 
likely a different issue 
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6743739 | Les Secrets de la Vie Religieuse, Decouverts a une devote Novice, | [O] Antwerp : Chez 1662 Tiny 8vo. pp. 188, (2). Early 19th C calf. Ex-libris of the Discalced Carmelites of Antwerp. “Sixth, 
par un sien Pere Spirituel de la Compagnie de Jesus Michel Cnobbart enlarged and revised”; not all editions survive and all are terrifically rare. A tiny pocket-format 
manual for female novices entering a convent. The text is addressed to “Ma tres-chere Soeur” 
and is written in a familiar yet imperative style 
6743740 | La Monaca Perfetta, ritratta dalla Scrittura Sacra, con Auttorita, & Basso, Carlo Venice : Per il 1674 4to. pp. (12), 375. Contemporary vellum. Third and final edition of this definitive 17th century 

Essempii de’ Santi Padri da Carlo Andrea Basso Theologo Oblato, e | Andrea Pezzana guide to ‘the perfect nun’. The 15 chapters treat the most important facets of cloistered life, 

Preposito di Trezzo. Opera utilissima a chiunque desidera servir a including behavior towards her superiors, her duties to her sick sisters, and her interactions with 

Dio con Perfettione. All'Illustrissma. Signora Maria Giustiniani those outside the convent 

Monaca nel Nobilissimo Monastero di S. Lorenzo 

6743741 | Du Voile des Religieuses et de I'Usage qu'on en doit faire. Selon [Collet, Lyon : Chez 1678 12mo. pp. (16), 173, (3). Engraved arms of dedicatee. Contemporary calf. Sole edition, 

'Ecriture, les Conciles & les Saints Peres Philibert] Laurent Aubin exceedingly rare, with one other known copy in the CCFR, at Montpellier. A fascinating treatise 
on the use of the religious veil, dedicated to a local Abbess. The author argues that the privileges 
accorded to nuns come with the obligation to observe certain behaviors, including the wearing of 
a veil 

6743742 | Pratica Spirituale Per sollevare il cuor della Monaca A Dio Signor Castinelli, Rome : Per il 1684 12mo. pp. (24), 179. 19th C quarter vellum. “M. A. M.”/ Jesuit Library, London. Second edition of 

Nostro In ciascuna sua facenda del giorno. Opera di Voldramo Voldramo Moneta this pocket-sized guide to private devotional guide for cloistered nuns, offering specific 

Castinelli meditations and prayers in response to potential situations: ‘if there is a disturbance in the 
monastery’; ‘if the Mother Superior forbids something to you’; etc 

6743743 | Vita, Virtu, e Miracoli della B. Emilia Bicchieri di Vercelli dell'Ordine De Pietri, Vercelli : Presso 1770 8vo. pp. (12), 153, (1). Contemporary patterned cartonnato. “Gabriela ???? Baldi”; “F. Luigi 

di S. Domenico, Fondatrice del Monastero di S. Margarita di detta Gioachimo Giuseppe Panialis Maiola...????”. First edition. A biography of this medieval nun, issued from a small provincial 

Citta. Ricorretta a norma de’ Processi formati per I'Approvazione del press in Vercelli following the formal Papal approval of her local ‘cultus' in 1769. Bicchieri's father 

di lei Colto dal teologo Gioachimo De Pietri proposto di S. Michele was wealthy enough to build an entire convent for his daughter, though he died upon its 

Arcangelo di Stroppiana, e Vicario Foraneo di Monsig. Vescovo, e completion. Bicchieri wore a hair shirt and was given to ecstasies 

del Sant’ Uffizio; e dalle Religiose di detto Monastero. Dedicata 

All'lllmo e Revmo Signore Vittorio Gaetano Costa d'Arignano 

Vescovo di Vercelli, e Conte ec 

6743744 | La Vita della Serafica Sposa di Gesu Cristo S. Caterina da Siena. da Capua, Siena : appresso il | 1707 4to. pp. (16) including engraved frontispiece, XLVI, (6), 513, (1), plus engraved portrait. Bound in 

Tradotta ora fedelmente dalla Leggenda latina che ne compilo il B. Raimondo ; Bonetti nella contemporary vellum. “L. M. de C. D.” on frontispiece. First edition of Pecci's translation. In order 

Raimondo da Capua suo Confessore Pel Signor Canonico Pecci, Stamp. del Pubbl. to render his translation more valuable, Pecci added several letters (in the preface) of Catherine's 

Bernardino Pecci Accademico Intronato Colla Giunta d'una Lettera Bernardino early disciples 

del B. Stefano Maconi, ed una di Ser Barduccio Canigiani, (trans.) 


Discepoli, e Segretari della ste&a Santa. All'Altezza Reale di 
Cosimo III. Gran Duca di Toscana 
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6743745 | Supplimento alla Vulgata Leggenda di S. Caterina da Siena, che Nacci, Lucca: Appresso | 1754 4to. pp. xv, 280. Contemporary vellum. “Monastero di S. Caterina da Siena”, i.e. the dedicatee's 
forma il Tomo Secondo della sua Vita Scritto gia in lingua latinadal | Tommaso ; Filippo Maria copy. First edition of the ‘second volume’ of the Vita of Caterina, meant as a continuation of the 
B. Tommaso Nacci Caffarini, Ed ora ridotto nella Italiana dal P. Tantucci, Benedini 1707 Pecci Vita. In the intervening years her correspondence and her Dialogo were also 
Amb. Ansano Tantucci sanese dell'Ordine de’ Predicatori, Maestro Ambrogio A. published as part of this fifty-year 'series'. The work is dedicated to the nuns of the Convent of St 
in Sacra Teologia con Annotazioni Mistico-Teologiche: Opera (Ambrogio Catherine in Rome 
postuma, dedicata alle religiose del ven. Monastero di Roma sotto il | Ansano) 
titulo di Santa Caterina da Siena (trans.) 

6743746 | Breve Narratione Della Vita della Beata Giovanna Principessa di Rome : Nella 1693 Ato. pp. (20), 206, (9), plus engraved portrait. Contemporary vellum. Sole edition of this official 
Portogallo Dell’Ordine di San Domenico. Appellata communemente Stamp. della account of Joanna’s life, issued in the year of her beatification. The engraving depicts the ‘saintly 
la Santa Principessa. Raccolta da un religioso Dell'istess' Ordine di R.C.A. [Camera princess’ holding a skull, a crucifix, and a crown of thorns 
Lei Devoto Apostolica] 

6743747 | Vita e Costumi ed Intelligenze Spirituali della Venerabil Madre Suor | del Nente, Florence : 1743 4to. pp. XVI, 386, (2), plus engraved portrait dated 1741. Modern quarter calf. Second edition, 
Domenica dal Paradiso, Fondatrice del Monastero della Croce di Ignazio Appresso with a new engraved portrait (first, 1662). At a young age Domenica experienced a vision of 
Firenze, dell'Ordine di S. Domenico Scritta dal Padre Fr. Ignazio del Francesco Jesus urging her to found a new convent. Aligning herself against the ideals preached by her 
Nente del medesimo Ordine Seconda Edizione Motcke contemporary and fellow Dominican Girolamo Savonarola, she gained the support of the ruling 

Stampatore Medicis in Florence for her 'Monastero della Crocetta’, founded in 1511. She encouraged the 
Arcivescovile nuns to pursue economically viable activities like silk weaving in order to support the convent's 
finances, which continued until the building's confiscation by the state in the late 19th century 

6743748 | Vita della Venerabil Madre Suor Maria Bagnesi, Nobile Fiorentina [Bagnesi, Florence : Nella 1747 4to. pp. VIII, 155, plus engraved portrait. Contemporary vellum. Sole edition. At the age of 17 
del Terz'Ordine di San Domenico. Scritta da un Sacerdote della Ferdinando] Stamperia di Bagnesi was due to be married off by her father, but fell so dramatically ill at the news that she 
Compagnia di Gesu Francesco remained bed-ridden for the rest of her life. She was able to take her vows and receive the veil of 

Motcke the Third Order (non-cloistered) Dominicans in her own room, where she also received the 
Eucharist and heard Mass almost every day. She was said to experience visions and 
conversations with angels and demons alike, and visitors flocked to her room for spiritual 
counsel. The present work is yet another example of a descendant ostensibly seeking to promote 
an illustrious ancestor for sainthood; the frequency with which such biographies were written by 
blood relatives perhaps suggests a unifying motive probably related to social prestige. In this 
case, the process was finally successful some 60 years later, when her local 'cultus' was given 
Papal approval for beatification 

6743749 | Vita di Santa Caterina de’ Ricci, Nobile Fiorentina, Monaca professa | Sandrini, Florence : 1747 4to. pp. (XXIV) including engraved portrait, 302, (1). Contemporary vellum. Sole edition. An 
nel Monastero di San Vincenzio di Prato dell'Ordine di San Domenico M. Appresso authoritative biography published in celebration of the saint's canonization a year previously. 
Domenico Descritta dal Padre Fr. Domenico Maria Sandrini (Domenico Francesco Sandrini even includes a lengthy ‘Catalogo degli Scrittori della Vita della nostra Santa’ - a 
dell'istesso Ordine Maria) Moticke testament to the remarkable speed with which these biographies could be produced following the 


news of a successful canonization process. The portrait depicts Caterina tenderly clasping a 
small Christ on the Cross, who returns her embrace 
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6743751 | Distinta Relazione Della solenne Processione seguita per il Rome : Nella 1746 4to. pp. 8. Unbound. Sole edition of this description of the festivities and procession celebrating 
trasporto dello Stendardo di S. Caterina de Ricci Domenicana, Con Stamperia del the canonization of St Caterina de Ricci, including an account of the magnificent ‘apparato’ 
la descrizzione del magnifico Apparato, e sagre Funzioni fatte nella Chracas constructed for the occasion 
Chiesa di S. Maria sopra Minerva per la solennita dell'Ottavario 
celebrato in onore della Santa, principiato li 11. Novembre 1746 
6743752 | Vita Mirabilis et Mors Pretiosa Venerabilis Sororis Rosee de S. Maria | Hansen, Rome : Typis 1664 4to. pp. (8), 360, (4), plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary vellum. “Congregation? de Jesus 
Limensis, ex Tertio Ordine S. P. Dominici ac Sanctissimum d. N. Leonardus Nicolai Angeli et Marie”. First edition of the first biography of Rose of Lima, the first American saint. A highly 
Alexandrum VII. Pontificem Max. Excerpta & collecta Per P. M. F. [Hansen, Tinassii desirable piece of Americana, with the often-lacking engraved added title page featuring a 
Leonardum Hansen Provincialem Anglize, & Socium Reverendissimi | Leonhard] portrait of ‘Rosa Peruana’. Later the same year, an octavo edition was also published featuring a 
P. Magist. Generalis Ord. Preed. much inferior frontispiece 
6743753 | La Rosa Peruana overo Vita della Sposa di Christo Suor Rosa di Bertolini, Rome : Per il 1666 Large 4to. pp. (10), 615, (1), plus engraved portrait. Contemporary vellum. “Di frat. Giuseppe 
Santa Maria Nativa della Citta di Lima Nel Regno del Peru, del Serafini Tinassi Maria ?????”. First edition of the first Italian biography of Rose of Lima. The engraved portrait 
Terz'Ordine di San Domenico. Descritta Da F. Serafino Bertolini frontispiece (sometimes lacking) depicts her holding a Christ child, symbolizing her spiritual 
Domenicano Maestro in sacra Teologia, e Penitenziero Apostolico marriage 
nella Basilica di S. Maria Maggiore 
6743754 | Daf wunderbarliche Leben, und vil werther Todt Der Ehrwirdigen Hansen, Innsbruck : 1667 4to. pp. (16), 243, (1), 60, plus engraved portrait. Sole edition of this early German translation of 
Schwester Rosa de S. Maria Von Lima geburtig, auf der Dritten Leonardus Gedruckter the 1664 Latin original, published prior to her beatification. Both the title page and the new 
Regel def H. Vatters Dominici. Anfanglich in Lateinischer Sprach [Hansen, zufinden [...] bey engraved portrait stress the saint's unusual birthplace of Lima. This translation is dedicated to 
Ihro Bapstliche Heiligkeit Alexandro VII zugeschriben. Von Adm. Leonhard] ; Michael Wagner Maria Helena Zimmermann, Prioress of the Dominican Convent of Marienthal, and her nuns 
Rdo. & Eximio P. Magistro F. Leonardo Hansen, Ord. Preed. Pinsger, 
Provinciali Anglize & Socio Reverendissimi P. Magistri Generalis: Johannes 
Anjetzo aber zu Trost allen frommen Seelen in das Teutsch (trans.) 
Ubersetzet Durch R. P. F. Joannem Pinsger ejusdem Ordinis 
Preedicatorem Generalem. Cum Licentia Superiorum 
6743755 | Vita della Beata Benvenuta Bojani, Vergine del Terz’Ordine di San [Zeviani, Gian Venice : Appresso | 1767 8vo. pp. Xxx, (2), 192, (1), plus engraved folding frontispiece. Contemporary cartonnato, 
Domenico Pietro?) Simone Occhi untrimmed. First edition. Possibly a translation of an earlier, Latin work (Vita Beatae Benvenutae 
Bojanae, 1757). The present Life reflects her long-standing cultus as a locally-venerated figure in 
the Friuli region. Afflicted by ill health, Bojani practiced mortification of the flesh and eventually 
joined the Third Order of St. Dominic. The rope girdle she wore as a child gradually became 
embedded in her flesh, causing great discomfort; she was also prone to visions, both angelic and 
demonic 
6743756 | Sermam na Festa da Beatificagam da gloriosa Virgem Santa Roza. | de Sao Lisbon : Na 1669 4to. pp. 27. Woodcut rose on title page. Modern wrappers. Very slightly loss to a few letters on 
Que pregou no Terceiro Dia do seu Octavario solemne no Convento | Francisco, Officina de loam title and p. 1. Sole edition of this sermon preached on the third day of festivities in the Dominican 
Real de S. Domingos de Lisboa. O P. Fr. loam de S. Francisco loam [de Sao da Costa Convent in Lisbon to celebrate the recently beatified Rose of Lima. The text draws on L. 
Religioso da Ordem Serafica, & Desinidor habitual da observante Francisco, Hansen's biography (which had yet to be translated into Portuguese) to instruct the congregation 
Provincia dos Algarves Joao] on the life of the Peruvian saint 
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6743757 | Galleria di Sacri Ritratti Delineati in Verso, & in Prosa. Panegirici. de Matta, Rome : Per 1669 12mo. pp. (12), 468, including engraved added title. Old vellum. Sole edition, unrecorded. Of 
Del P. F. Gennaro de Matta d'Haro Napolitano, Professore dell'Arti, | Gennaro Michele Ercole interest to the present collection for the inclusion of just 1 woman among the 16 literary ‘portraits’ 
e della Sacra Teologia, e Lettore di Controversie della Fede nel of saints - Rose of Peru. De Matta's choice to include her certainly suggests just how popular 
Collegio Arabico di S. Pietro Montorio, de Frati Minori Riformati. Alla she was at the time - she is also the only non-saint (canonized in 1671). The work includes an 
Santita di Nostro Sig. Papa Clemente Nono original Vita as well as a 14-line panegyric to Rose, “In Lima nata impareggiabili Rosa...” etc 
6743758 | Breve Ragguaglio della Vita della Madre Suor Angelica Teresa Bombarda, Forli : Nella 1742 4to. pp. XX, 156. Lacking engraved portrait. Contemporary vellum. Inscriptions of various male 
Monsignani, Religiosa Domenicana Nel Monistero di S. Francesca Antonio Stamperia del residents of a 'Casa della Esercizie' in the early 19th century on pastedowns. Second edition 
Romana in Brisighella. Raccolto dal Padre Antonio Bombarda della Fabbri, (first, 1741). A very rare provincial publication celebrating the life of this noblewoman-turned- 
Compagnia di Gesu, E Dedicato all'lll[ustrissiJmo, Re[verendissi]mo Impressore Dominican nun. Cleopatra Susanna Monsignani was a countess by birth but revoked her titles 
Monsignore Niccolo Maria Lomellino, Vescovo di Faenza, Prelato dell'lll[ustrissi]mo upon her entry into the Convent of St Francesca Romana. A good amount of detail is provided on 
Domestico di Nostro Signore, ed Assistente al Soglio Pontificio Pubblico her experience as a novitiate and the trials she faced from demons who attempted to persuade 
her that this was not her calling in life. Shortly before her death she began to compose her own 
autobiography, which Bombarda has used here as the basis of his hagiography 
6743759 | Sermon Funebre, y Panegirico, que en la Muerte de Sor Maria de Lexalde, Zaragoza : Por 1731 4to. pp. (16), 86. Modern wrappers. Sole edition of this funeral sermon for a nun of the Third 
Santo Thomas, de la Tercera Orden del Gran Padre, y Patriarca Gaspar Pedro Ximenez Order of St Dominic in Huesca, northeastern Spain 
Santo Domingo, dixo en el Real Convento de Predicadores de 
Huesca, EI R. P. P. Fr. Gaspar Lexalde, Prior que fue de los 
Conventos de Huesca, y Alcafiz, de la misma Orden. Dedicase al 
llustrissimo Sefior Don Pedro Gregorio Padilla, Dignissimo Prelado, 
y Obispo de Barbastro, y aora de Huesca, del Consejo de su 
Magestad, &c 
6743760 | Regola, e Costitutioni Delle Suore di S. Domenico. Reviste, e Cloche, Antonin | Rome : Nella 1687 8vo. pp. 92, (1), including engraved title page. Contemporary vellum with ties. Later edition. The 
ristampate d'Ord. del Rmo. P. Gen. F. Antonini Cloche Stamperia della engraved title page shows St Dominic as well as St Catherine of Siena. The preface from the 
Revranda Camera Master of the the Order of St. Dominic, Antonin Cloche, is dated 1687 and is addressed to the 
‘beloved daughters of the Order’. All editions are rare 
6743761 | Zede-Puncten ondermengelt met verscheyde gebeden, en de Romans, Ghent: by Petrus | [1717] | 8vo. pp. (16), 318. Extra-illustrated with engraved frontispiece of St Dominic by A. van Merlen; 
oeffeningen op den Reghel van den H. Augustinus ende Humbert ; de Goesin lacking or bound without final leaf containing register. Contemp calf. Sole edition of this Flemish 
Constitutien der Nonnekens van den H. Dominicus. Getrocken uyt Robyn, digest of the Rule of St. Augustine for Dominican nuns 


de werken van den seer Eerweerden Pater Humbertus vyfden 
Generael den Predik-heeren Orden, Levens der Heyligen, en 
andere devote Schryvers, tot gerief der gene, die volgens den 
selven Regel, en Constitutien de volmaektheyt betrachten. Hier zyn 
bygevoegt de Constitutien der Leeken Broeders van het Predik- 
heeren Orden 


Ludovicus (ed.) 
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6743762 | Regla de Nro. Gran Padre San Augustin, Doctor de la Iglesia: y Seville : en la 1765 8vo. pp. (6), 336 [i.e. 226]. Contemporary vellum. Sole edition of this pocket-format manual for 
Constituciones, 6 Manual de las Monjas del Orden de Sr. Sto. Imprenta de Dominican nuns in the Province of Andalucia. The privilege complains that the last such manual 
Domingo de Guzman: que en esta Reimpression costéa la Francisco was printed in 1677 in Granada and was inadequate for the needs of the “hijas de Sr. Sto. 
Provincia de Andalucia, del Orden de Predicadores, éste afio de Sanchez Domingo”. First, the Rule of St Augustine is given (14 pp), followed by the 'Constitutions of the 
1765 Reciente, Nuns of the Order of St Dominic”. 
Impressor de la 
Regia Medica 
Sociedad 
6743763 | Nella Professione della Molt'lllustre Suor Barbara Felice Ottani nel Bologna : Per 1657 Folio, p. 1. With woodcut borders and small vignette of a nun. Loss of a few letters at folds, 
Monastero di S. Maria Madalena Carl'Antonio Peri repaired. Unrecorded, elaborate printed document announcing of the entry of Suor Barbara 
Felice Ottani into a local Dominican convent. The broadside consists of a large title and three 
poems (one a Latin anagram) celebrating the event 
6743764 | Mysticos Desposorios, Sermon Panegyrico, ¢ Instructivo ala Madre | de Celis y Puerto de Santa [1781] | 4to. pp. (12), 42, plus engraved arms of dedicatee. Modern buckram. Stamp of local 
Sor Theresa de Jesus Giacosa y Tuberti, de San Vicente en la Vazquez, Maria : Impresso collector Salvador J. Trillo. Sole edition of this sermon offered on the occasion of Theresa de 
solemne profesion que hizo el dia 13 de Agosto de 1781. Enel Francisco [...] por Francisco Jesus Giacosa y Tuberti’s entry into the Dominican Convent of the Holy Spirit in Jerez de la 
Convento de Religiosas Dominicas de Xerez de la Frontera, titulado Mufioz Frontera. An extremely provincial, and consequently rare, example of this kind of publication 
del Espiritu Santo, Cuerpo de Christo, y Rosario, con la Precisa 
Memoria de los dos grandes Patriarchas Santo Domingo, y San 
Francisco, y por singular Protector de la Profesa, del Angel de 
Valencia San Vicente Ferrer, y patente el Santisimo Sacramento del 
Altar: Dixolo El Dr. D. Francisco de Celis y Vazquez, Presbytero, ex- 
Cathedratico de Philosphia de la que fué de los Regulares expulsos 
de la Compafiia de dicha Ciudad, por el Real, y Supremo 
Extraordinario Consejo, Capellan del Regimiento de Milicias 
Provinciales de la misma, y actualmente Racionera de la Santa 
Real Insigne Iglesia Colegial de ella. Dalo a la Estampa el Sr. Dr. D. 
Fernando Ramos Davila, Canonigo Decano, y Presidente de la 
misma Iglesia, Padrino en la Profesion, a quien el Autor lo dedica 
6743765 | Relazione di Due Grazie Operate in Roma da sua Divina Maesta Baschi, Rome : per 1714 4to. pp. 8. Modern wrappers. Sole edition. A pamphlet giving the testimonies of two women 
Per intercessione del Glorioso S. Vincenzo Ferrerio dell'Ordine de' Candida M. Francesco visited by the divine intercession of St. Vincent Ferrer. Their statements are affirmed by their 
Predicatori, una in Persona di Suor Candida Maria Baschi Monaca (Candida Gonzaga fellow nuns and monks, who sign their names beneath each testimony 
dello stesso Ordine, e I'Altra in Persona di Suor Maria Aurora Mareri | Maria) ; Mareri, 
Monaca Capuccina Maria A.(Maria 
Aurora) 
6743766 | Vita di S. Agnesa Vergine da Montepulciano; dell'Ordine de Mariani, Florence : 1606 Ato. pp. (8), (121), (6). Contemporary vellum. Sole edition. One of the earliest biographies of the 
Predicatori, Con alcune Relazioni di cose nuovamente accadute, Lorenzo S. Appresso medieval Dominican nun, famed for her miracleworking during her lifetime. Against all 
Raccolta dal R. P. F. Lorenzo Sordini Mariani, Predicatore Generale | (Lorenzo Bartolommeo conventions, she was allowed to enter a convent at the tender age of 9, and became Bursar at 
Nella Provincia Romana, e Professo, dell'istesso ordine, in Santa Sordini) Sermartelli, e the age of 14. She is linked to the other great Dominican female saint Catherine of Siena by her 
Maria Novella Di Firenze Fratelli earliest biographer, Raimondo da Capua, who was Catherine's spiritual confessor. Although 


Agnes remained uncanonized until 1726, she is already referred to here as a saint; she never 
attained the fame of Catherine, however 
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6743767 | Wunderwtrdiges Leben und Heiligsprechung der Glorwirdigen Roth, Andreas | Augsburg : 1728 8vo. pp. (32), 640, (36), plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary calf over wooden boards, with 
Braut Christi und Heiligen Jungfrauen Prediger Ordens S. Agnetis gedruckt bey one clasp remaining. Ex libris of the Monastery in Wettenhausen. Sole edition, composed in 
de Monte Politiano. Mit beygefugten Sittlichen Lehren, und kurtz- Joseph Gruber German based on the sources available following Agnes’ canonization in 1726. The title page 
eingebrachten Grund-Regeln, zufolg ihrer so vollkommnen Cathol. suggests that her teachings and the details of her life as a nun should be taken as a guide to 
closterlichen Lebens-Arth und lebhafften Exempels ein recht Buchdrucker those who wish to emulate her 
tugendsame Nachahmung anzustellen, zu closterlicher 
Vollkommenheit zu gelangen. Zusammen gezogen Aus der 
Canonizations Bullen, und verschidenen authentischen Scribenten, 
aber in dise Sittlich-historische Ordnung gestellt Durch P. Fr. 
Andream Roth, M. Ord. Preed. p. t. Beicht-Vattern des Hoch-Lobl. 
Jungfrauen Closters Prad. Ord. in Werishoffen 
6743768 | Kurtzer Begriff de® Wunderlichen Lebens, Heroischen Tugenden, Ebner, Augsburg : 1717 8vo. pp. (10), 195. 18th C boards. Ex-libris of Simon Egenberger. Second edition (first, 1688). A 
Himmlischer Gnaden und Einflisse, Auch Vil-werthen Tods der Margaretha; nachgedruckt bey medieval ‘German mystic’ not officially condoned by the Church until 1979, the ‘Revelations’ of 
seeligen Jungfrauen Margaretha Ebnerin, De beruhmten Eysenhuet, Joh. Michael Margaretha Ebner preserved in a manuscript in her own hand were not widely known until the 
Jungfrauen Closters Maria-Medingen, Prediger-Ordens Professin. Eustachius Labhart, Hoch- 18th century. Eisenhut’s selection of her letters and memoirs was taken from this manuscript and 
Aus deme Von lIhro'selbst beschribenen Leben herausgezogen [Eisenhut, Firstl. Bischoffl. is one of the earliest printed expositions of Ebner’s work and doctrines 
Allen andachtigen Christen zum Trost, Auferbauung und Nachfolg in | Eustachius] Buchdrucker 
Druck gegeben. Durch F. Eustachium Eysenhuet, Prediger Ordens | (ed.) 
Priestern 
6743769 | Vita et Attioni Maravigliose della Beata Villana Botti. Descrita da D. Botti, Paolo Padua : per il 1674 4to. pp. (8), 68. Modern quarter calf. First edition of the first biography of Villana Botti. At the age 
Paolo Botti Cremonese Chier Reg. Teat. Pasquati of 13 she ran away from home to join a convent, but was refused entry. Her spirit crushed, she 
descended into a lazy and lavish lifestyle, and was married off at the age of 19. One day she 
experienced a sudden spiritual conversion after catching sight of herself reflected as a demon in 
a mirror. She turned to the Dominican Order and adopted their practices, including collecting 
alms door-to-door, a source of embarrassment for her well-to-do husband. She also began to 
experience religious ecstasies while taking the Mass, to the skepticism of many observers. 
Although never professed as a nun, she died at the age of 28 dressed in the Dominican habit, 
and enjoyed a strong local following from the time of her death in the 14th C, prompting the 
author (evidently a descendant) to call her 'Beata' long before her formal beatification 
6743771 | Vita Miracolosa della Serafica S. Caterina da Siena. Composta in da Capua, Venice : Appresso | 1578 Small 8vo. ff. 197, (7). Contemporary vellum, re-cased with later spine. Slight loss to imprint. “Ad 
Latino dal Beato P. Frate Raimondo da Capua, gia Maestro Raimondo ; Dominico Farri usum P. Franci Mariae ???? O. Praed????”. Early edition (first, 15247?) of this vernacular 
Generale dell'ordine de Predicatori, suo confessore. Et tradotta in Politi, Ambrogio abridgment of Capua's Vita of Catherine of Siena by a noted Dominican controversialist, 
lingua volgare dal R. P. F. Ambrosio Catarino da Siena, del Catarino Ambrogio Catarino Politi. All early editions are rare, particularly in this pocket format 
medesimo ordine. Con I'aggionta d'alcune cose pertinenti al (trans. ) 


presente stato della Chiesa, notabili, & utili ogni fedel Christiano. 
Aggiontovi di nuovo la tavola de’ capitoli 
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6743772 | Hochst Wunderbarliches Leben, und allerseligstes absterben, sowol | da Capua, Augsburg : 1618 4to. pp. (40) including engraved title and 2 plates, 445 including 10 further plates, (12). 
grosse Wunderwerck, als auch gar herrliche, furtreffliche, Raimondo ; Getruckt [...] bey Contemporary vellum. Repaired closed tear to inner corner of engraved title page. First edition of 
allerChristlichste, von Him[m]el geflof&ne Lehr der heiligen, Gassner, Hans | Sara Mangin this particular German translation of Capua's Vita. Illustrated with 12 novel engraved scenes from 
sonderbaren, ausserwohlten, geliebten, Seraphinischen vermahlten | (trans.) Wittib the life of the saint, of great artistic and iconographic interest for their lively depiction of the 
Braut Jesu Christi, Katharinae von Siena, der Dritten Regel de& [Gassner, various miracles attributed to her 
heiligen Dominici. Anfangs durch ihren Beichtvater Beatum Johann] 

Raymundum, de Capua, gewesten Generalem Sacri Ordinis 
Preedicatorum (def auch die andere hieneben stehendte Authores 
bestettigt) inn Latein beschriben, und durch F. Ambrosium 
Catharinum in die Welsch: An ietzo aber durch Han&en Gafner, 
trewlich inn unser Teutsche Sprach gebracht und verfertigt 

6743773 | De’ Gesti Heroici, e della Vita Maravigliosa della Serafica S. Marinelli, Venice : Presso 1624 4to. pp. (24), 320, (2). Contemporary vellum, gilt-stamped with a female saint holding a lily 
Caterina da Siena, di Lucretia Marinella, Libri Sei. Ne’ quali, non Lucrezia Barezzo Barezzi (Catherine of Siena?). First edition. A remarkable work by this early modern champion of the 
senza Stupore si legge, la Nascita e pueritia di Caterina; I'Amore female sex. Marinelli’s Life of Catherine of Siena betrays its author's agenda on the title page, by 
reciproco tra I'Eterno Signore & Essa; le Apparitioni Divine; le Nozze comparing Catherine’s ‘heroic feats’ to male heroes of medieval lore. “Marinella demonstrated 
Celestiali; le Astinenze incredibili; le continue Flagellationi; Le extraordinary scholarship by the standards of her day, particularly with respect to the variety of 
Orationi infuocate; l'ardente sua Carita; le Gratie & li Favori sources she was able to cite, and with greater accuracy than many of her contemporaries. Many 
conceduti a Lei dal Sommo Creatore; oltre tante, e tante altre, anzi defenders of women had contented themselves with responding to vaguely defined opponents; 
infinite fue maraviglie, veri, & ammirabili essempi per apprendere le Marinella, by contrast, cited her authors and their texts with some precision. This indicates both 
vie del Cielo, & acquistare le dolcissime soavita del Divino Amore. that she had access to the texts themselves, and not only to reports on the texts, and also that 
Con una copiosissima Tavola delle cose piu principali, e memorabil she understood the scholarly force of accurately and precisely representing the claims of an 
Alla Serenissima Arciduchessa d'Austria Maria Maddalena, Gran author. This is one aspect of her methodology that serves as a strength, and singles her out from 
Duchessa di Toscana the crowd of pro-woman writers” 

6743774 | La Vita della B. Madre Teresa di Giesu. Fondatrice de gli Scalzi Riviera, Cremona : 1615 4to. pp. (24), 334, (2). One corner of woodcut border on title page in good pen facsimile. 
Carmelitani. Composta dal Reverendo Padre Francesco Riviera Francisco ; Appresso Contemporary vellum, recased. “Ad Monasterio di S. Carlo”. Second edition (first, Venice, 1603) 
della Compagnia di Giesu, Trasportata dalla Spagnuola nella lingua | Gaci, Cosmo Barucino Zanni of this very early Italian life of Teresa of Avila. Beatified in 1614, the present edition was issued to 
Italiana dal Signor Cosmo Gaci. Di nuovo ristampata, & dedicata (trans.) celebrate this event and includes a 'reprint' replete with title page and imprint of the Papal Bull 


alla generosissima, & piissima Citta di Cremona, con I'Aggiunta de 
Breve della Beatificatione di detta Santa, beatificata dalla Santita di 
N. S. Papa Paolo Quinto 


proclaiming her beatification. It also includes a lengthy sonnet praising the city of Cremona in the 
same breath as it extols the virtues of Teresa. Printed sources on Teresa before her beatification 
in 1622 are generally rare 


29 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


6743775 | [Teutsch vorgestellte] Spanische Heldin, Das ist: Siegreiches a Sanctissina [Munich : Johann [1714] | 4to. pp. (32), 620, (66), plus engraved portrait frontispiece. Contemporary calf. Contains an 
Leben, Heldenmassige Thaten, Englische Tugenden, seltzame Trinitate, Jacob Remy ownership inscription from the convent of the Visitation of Mary in Dietramszell ("dieses buch 
Erscheinungen, Verzuckung- und Offenbahrungen, kostbahrer Todt, | Quirinus Buchhandlern. gehért dem Kloster von der heimsuchung Maria zu dietramszell"). Later, the Convent of 
herzliche Mirackl, glorreiche Heiligsprechung, und durch fruchtende Getruckt bey Moselweiss acquired this copy. The shelf numbers have been changed. First edition of this 
Aufbreittung ihres Ordens reichgeschmuckte Ehren-Cron Der Mathias Riedl] German life of Teresa of Avila, with a fine frontispiece portrait of the saint's heart being pierced 
Seraphischen Jungfrauen, und grossen Ertz-Mutter Theresia von by an angelic arrow. The title page of the present copy has been trimmed at the top and the 
Jesu, Def Barflissingen Carmeliter Ordens Stiffterin Welche Au bottom. The full title, publisher information and publication date can be found on another copy of 
dero fumehmsten Geschicht-Schreibern mit sonderbahren Fleif in this book published on GoogleBooks 
die teutsche Sprach, mehr als bi&hero geschehen, zusamm 
getragen in Drey Theilen vorstellet P. Fr. Quirinus 4 Ssma Trinitate 
Gemelten Ordens Priester teutscher Provintz. Mit Genehmhaltung 
der Oberen 

6743776 | Vita Effigiata Della Serafica Vergine S. Teresa di Gest Fondatrice Van Rome : Arnoldus 1716 Folio. Engraved title, dedication, 2 portraits, 67 [ie 68] numbered plates. Contemporary vellum. 
dell’Ordine Carmelitano Scalzo Dedicata All’lll[ustrissi]ma et Westerhout, Van Westerhout First edition. A striking tour-de-force depicting 68 events in Teresa’s life, wholly engraved by 
Eccellentissima Sig[no]ra la Sig[no]ra D. Ipolita Ludovisi, Arnold (engr.) Westerhout. The work was dedicated to a princess of the small city-state of Piombino on Italy’s 
Principessa di Piombino west coast. The captioned illustrations include Teresa in a state of ecstasy as an angel 

transcribes her spiritual works for her and an uncredited rendering of Bernini's famous white 
marble statue of the saint (completed 1648) in Rome 

6743777 | Een Cort Begryp van het Wonderlyck Leven vande Eerw. Moeder Manrrique, Antwerp : By 1636 8vo. pp. (18), 207, (5), plus added engraved title page and portrait. Contemporary vellum. 
Anna van Jesus, Medehelperse vande Heylige ende Seraphike Andres Jacob Mesens Second Flemish translation (first, 1632) of the biography of Anne of Jesus, dedicated to the 
Maghet Teresia van Jesus, Fundaterse van haer Ordre in [Manrique, Discalced Carmelite convent in Brussels. The Spanish original was published in Brussels in 
Vranckrijck ende Nederlandt. Ghemaekt door den Eerw. Heere Andres ; 1632, and was followed swiftly by French and Flemish translations. Such translations were 
Andres Manrrique Canonick ende Licentiaet inde Rechten Manrique, necessitated by the fact that Anne was the founder of the convent in Brussels, where she died in 

Angel ; 1621 
Manrique, 

Andreas ; 

Manrique, 

André] 

6743778 | La Vie et les Instructions de la Venerable Mere Anne de S. [de Saint Brussels : Chez 1708 8vo. pp. xii, 576, (6), plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary calf. “Amelberga Broeckaert... 
Barthelemy, Compagne & Coadijutrice infatigable. De la Sainte et Bernard, Jean de Smedt, Mechelen”. First edition as such, although there are editions from 1661 and 1707, published by 
Seraphique Mere Therese de Jesus, et Fondatrice des Carmelites Eléonore] Marchand-libraire Pierre Jean Parys, Antwerp. This biography is typically attributed to Anne de Barthelemy’s fellow 


Dechaussees En France, & du Convent d’Anvers, & ses Fruits de 
Sainteté, dans les Vies de ses plus illustres Filles, qui ont excellées 
en vertus. Par un Solitaire du Saint Desert de Marlaigne 


nun Eleonore de St. Bernard. Anne’s beatification, however, did not proceed until 1917 
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6743779 | Jesus, Maria, Joseph. Het Wonderbaer Leven van de Getrouwe a Sancta Antwerp : by 1733 8vo. pp. (2), 353, (11), including full-page engraved portrait by Susanna Verbruggen. 
Dienaresse des Heere, Anna a S. Bartholomeeo Ongeschoende Teresia, Elias Petrus Jouret, Contemporary calf. Stamp of the 'Gray Sisters’ of Antwerp. Second edition, with a new engraved 
Carmelitersse, Ende Fondatersse van het Convent der Stadts drucker portrait of Anne by the little-known female engraver Susanna Verbruggen. The first edition was 
Carmeliterssen Discalssen op den Rogier, binnen Antwerpen. Het ende Boeck- published more than a century earlier, in 1632. Although Spanish, Anna was popularly venerated 
welck sy selver door gehoorsaemheyt van haere Oversten heeft verkooper in the Low Countries as the founder of the first Discalced Carmelite Convent in Antwerp in 1612; 
beschreven, ende uyt de Spaensche taele in onse Nederlantsche is shortly after the publication of the present work, she was declared Venerable (1735). Not all 
overgeset. Door eenen Religieus van het selve Order. Tweeden copies seem to have been printed with the portrait, found on the verso of the title page 
Druck 

6743780 | The Life of the Holy Mother St. Teresa, Foundress of the [Butler, Alban ; Dublin : Printed for | 1809 8vo. pp. (6), iii-vii, 383. Contemporary calf, rebacked. “Presentation Convent, Limerick”; “Sr 
Reformation of the Discalceate Carmelites, According to the Milner, John John Coyne Margaret’; “Catherine M. ????”, etc. Dublin edition of the Life of Teresa, probably Butler's 
Primitive Rule; Together with a Short Account of the Foundations (trans.)?] abridgment of Milner's translation from the Spanish original. The list of subscribers includes a 
Which She Made. The whole abridged from her own Writings mixture of men and women. ‘Presentation Convent’ was founded in Limerick is 1837 by the 

Presentation Sisters, an Irish teaching order dedicated to the education of children 

6743781 | Il Pane Evangelico Spezzato a Piccoli della Casa di Dio; Cioé Breve | Bernardes, Rome 1719 12mo. pp. 348. Contemporary vellum. Ex-librises of the Collegio Romano and the Jesuit College 
Catechismo in forma di Dialogo, che instruisce ne’ punti principali Emanuele of the Palatinate. Sole edition (?), unrecorded, of this Italian translation. The Portuguese original 
della Fede, e ne’ buoni costume. A questo vanno annesse una appeared in 1694. This work played a role in spreading the legend of certain ‘terrifying visions of 
Spaventosa Visione, che una Serva di Dio ebbe de’ tormenti the Torments of Hell, experienced by a Servant of God’, Sor Ana de San Agustin - a nun at the 
Infernali; ed alcune Meditazioni sopra i Novissimi. Del P. Emanuele Discalced Carmelite Convent of Valera (near Alcala), found on pp. 213-253. The legend appears 
Bernardes Della Congregazione dell'Oratorio di Lisbona to have originated in her biography first published in Madrid in 1668 by Alonso de San Jeronimo. 

The visions of Ana have attracted much modern scholarly interest (eg Howe, 2004); while there 
existed a process for her beatification, it was never approved 

6743783 | La Vie de la Vénérable Soeur Marie de I'Incarnation, Religieuse de Montis, Paul | Paris : Chez 1778 8vo. pp. xv, (1), 326, (2). Contemporary calf. First edition, dedicated to Soeur Thérese de S. 
Converse Carmélite, Fondatice des Carmélites de France, dite dans Pierre-Francois Augustin (Princess Louise of France). In 1601 Acarie came across the Life of Teresa of Avila and 
le Monde, Mademoiselle Acarie. Ouvrage dédié a Madame Louise Gueffier, Libraire- was moved to found convents dedicated to her order. Acarie herself became renowned for her 
de France, Religieuse Carmélite, sous le nom de Soeur Thérese de Imprimeur gifts of healing; for having received the stigmata; and her ability to prophecy future events. One 
S. Augustin, Prieure des Carmélites de S. Denis. Par M. I'Abbé de of numerous French books, mainly Carmelite, dedicated to Princess Louise of France — who 
Montis, Docteur en Théologie, Censeur Royal, de I'Académie must have remained influential despite her retreat from secular life 
Royale des Belles-Lettres de la Rochelle 

6743784 | Vida de la Beata Maria de la Encarnacion, Monja conversa profesa, | Moirani, Madrid : Joseph 1791 4to. pp. (14), 276, plus engraved plate finished in crude hand-color. Prelims bound out of order, 
del Orden de Carmelitas Descalzas, y su Fundadora en Francia, Bartolomeo Doblado and without half-title. Contemporary mottled calf. Bookplate of Rosa Maria Guardiola Tortras. 


escrita por Bartolome Moirani, Romano, y dedicada al Rey Catolico 
de las Espafias Carlos IV 


First edition of this biography of Marie de I'lIncarnation (Madame Acarie), in Spanish, published in 
1791, the same year as the Italian original, and dedicated to Charles IV of Spain. Maria de 
Encarnacion, one of the most important followers of Teresa of Avila, was beatified in the same 
year. The preface celebrates the legacy of the Discalced Carmelites in Spain. In this copy the 
portrait of the nun has been crudely hand-colored 
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6743785 | Kurze Lebensbeschreibung der seligen Schwester Maria von der Augsburg: inder | 1792 8vo. pp. (2), 97, (1), plus engraved frontispiece. 19th C boards. Stamps of St Alphonsus Library, 
Menschwerdung, Stifterinn der BarfuRer-Carmeliterinnen in Joseph- NY. Sole edition. An original German work, supposedly composed by a ‘Discalced Carmelite of 
Frankreich. Ans Licht gestellt von einem BarflRigen Carmeliten der Wolffischen the Bavarian Province’, according to the title page, and illustrated with a devotional portrait of the 
bayrischen Provinz Buchhandlung newly-beatified nun 

6743786 | Relatione delle cose pil notabili occorse nelle Fondationi de’ Rome : Appresso | 1622 Ato. pp. (8) including engraved portrait, 387, (5). Contemporary vellum, worn. Sole edition. Later 
Monasteri che fece Santa Teresa di Giesu Fondatrice de’ Giacomo in life, Teresa travelled widely across Spain, founding some 17 convents in the 20 years before 
Carmelitani Scalzi. Scritta dall'istessa per ordine delli suoi Mascardi her death in 1582. The present work recounts these efforts, likely issued to celebrate her 
Confessori. Doue insieme si danno molti documenti utili per la vita canonization in 1622 
Spirituale. Tradotta nuovamente dalla lingua Spagnuola nell'ltaliana 
Da un Religiouso del medesimo Ordine de’ Scalzi 

6743787 | Vie de la Bienheureuse Soeur Marie de I'Incarnation, dite dans le Boucher, Jean | Paris : Chez H. 1800 8vo. pp. xxviii, 570, including engraved frontispiece. Contemporary calf. “Bibliotheque de la 
monde Mademoiselle Acarie, Converse professe et Fondatrice des | B.A. (Jean Barbou, Maison-mére de la Congregation [des Sceurs] du Sauveur et de la Ste Vierge, La Souterraine, 
Carmelites réformées de France: Faite d'aprés des piéces Baptiste Imprimeur-Librarie 1861”. First edition. A new biography of Marie de I'Incarnation, printed just following the 
authentiques; accompagnée de notes historiques, critiques & Antoine) Revolutionary Period in France as the established religion regained lost ground. The frontispiece, 
morales; & suivie 1°. d'une Appendice contenant des écrits & des dated 1797, depicts the recently-beatified Soeur Marie being escorted to Heaven by an angel 
maximes de la Bienheureuse, 2°. de Pieces justificatives 

6743788 | Ragguaglio della Vita, e Virtu Esemplari dell’Ecc.ma Signora Donna | di San Giovanni | Milan : Nella 1722 8vo. pp. (4), 255. Contemporary calf. First edition of the life of Matilde Beatrice Bentivoglio, the 
Matilde Beatrice Bentivoglio, Prima Dama d'Onore di Tre’ Battista, Stamperia di lady-in-waiting to Duchesse Maria Farnese of Modena. Bentivoglio was an avid reader of St. 
Serenissime Duchesse di Modona, e Fondatrice del Monastero de’ Giovanni T. Giuseppe Teresa of Avila’s works, and made it her mission to introduce Teresa’s Discalced Carmelites into 
Santi Giuseppe, e Teresa Della medesima Citta. Scritto dal Padre (Giovanni Pandolfo Modena with the foundation of two convents dedicated to that order 
Giovanni Taddeo di San Gio. Battista Carmelitano Scalzo Milanese | Taddeo) Malatesta 

6743789 | Ragguaglio Istorico della Nascita, Vita, e Morte di Suor Teresa della Florence : Da 1697 4to. pp. xii, 212, plus engraved portrait by Isabella Piccini. Contemporary vellum. Worming to 
Margherita dell’Incarnazione gia nel secolo Serenissima Principessa | Purificazione, Cesare, e inner margins, some with crude repairs; loss of a few letters to lower corner of p. 1. “Appartenate 
Caterina Famese indi resasi Monaca Scalza nel Monastero de Santi | Massimo Franc[esco] Bindi al Monastero di S. Benedetto”. Early edition (first, 1691) of this biography of a Farnese princess- 


Antonio, e Teresa di Parma Scritto fedelmente dal P. Fra Massimo 
della Purificazione Religioso del medesimo Ordine, e suo 
Confessore. All'llustrissima signora Margherita Gaetani Suares 


[...] Per lacopo 
Carlieri 


turned-nun, with a portrait engraved for the work by Isabella Piccini, a Franciscan nun working in 
Venice. Teresa-Margherita proudly spurned the advances of all suitors including Louis XIV and 
Charles II of England, declaring that if she were to marry, the choice would be hers alone. 
Instead, she became a Discalced Carmelite nun. This biography has been seen as an attempt to 
revive the flagging fortunes of the Farnese in Parma; but as the power of the family waned in the 
18th C, the campaign for Suor Teresa’s beatification lost steam and was ultimately unsuccessful 
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6743790 | Histoire de la Naissance, Vie, et Mort de la Soeur Therese- della Avignon : Chez 1694 4to. pp. (16), 304, (2), plus engraved portrait. 19th C quarter calf. Ex-librises of the Franciscan 
Marguerite de I'Incarnation, appellée dans le Monde la Serenissime | Purificazione, Philippe Offray, convent in Brussels and a “Madame Crapadour” (?). Sole edition of this very rare French 
Princesse Catherine Farnese Religieuse Carmelite Déchausée dans | Massimo ; de Marchand translation of 'Ragguaglio Istorico della Nascita, Vita, e Morte di Suor Teresa Margherita 
le Monastere de Saint Antoine, & de Sainte Therese de la Ville de Sainte Libraire, & dell’Incarnazione’, with a new frontispiece. A rapid translation probably reflecting the importance 
Parme Composée en Italien par le R. P. Maxime de la Purification Dauphine, Imprimeur of the subject, a Farnese princess — whose beatification process was ultimately unsuccessful 
Religieux Carme Déchaussé & son Confesseur. Et traduite en Elzear (trans.) despite the powerful connections of her family 
Francois par le R. P. Elzear de Sainte Dauphine Religieux du méme 
Ordre 
6743791 | Copia de la Carta de Edificacion, que escrive la Madre Priora de las_| [The Mother [Seville?] [17127] | Folio. pp. (3). Plain wrappers. Curious ephemeral publication, evidently once folded into a letter 
Carmelitas Descalzas de Sevilla a las demas Superioras de los Superior of the format, and perhaps exchanged amongst Spanish Carmelite convents. The subject is the death 
Conventos de esta Provincia de Andaluzia, en la muerte de la convent in on 20th December 1711 of a particularly virtuous nun, confusingly also named Teresa de Jesus. 
Madre Teresa de Jesus, en 20. de Diciembre de 1711 Sevilla] The letter is written by the Mother Superior of the Seville convent to the Provincial Superiors of 
Andalucia, and gives a brief account of the nun, who entered the convent at the age of 16. Much 
like her namesake St. Teresa, this nun was visited at night by souls languishing in Purgatory, and 
was able to deliver many of these to Heaven through her prayers. Also like Teresa, this caused 
her much physical torment from demons, as related here. She died in the night at the age of 54 
6743792 | Breve Compendio della Vita della Serva di Dio Suor Teresa Rome : Per 1806 8vo. pp. XXIl, (2), 195 including engraved frontispiece. Contemporary cartonnato. First edition. 
Margarita Redi del Cuor di Gesu Monaca Teresiana Dedicata Alla Antonio Fulgoni Teresa Margarita Redi was able to serve only 4 years as a professed nun of the Order before her 
Sagra Real Maesta Di Carlo Ludovico Infante di Spagna Re di death; yet during this time she was revered for her ability to work with especially the handicapped 
Etruria dalla Priora, e Religiose del suo Monastero di Firenze and mentally ill nuns of the convent. Her eventually fatal illness so disfigured her body that it was 
not exhibited for public viewing; yet a few days after her death no trace of the illness remained 
and it was able to be displayed, incorrupt to this day. The present work was printed at the behest 
of the Prioress and nuns of St. Teresa in Florence, who sign the dedication - likely as an early 
attempt to promote the beatification of this mystic nun. The process was finally approved in 1929 
6743793 | Science des Sciences Oraison, Ou Methode claire, et facile pour de la Vierge Antwerp: chez la 1657 8vo. pp. (16) including engraved title, 175, (3), including 12 engraved plates. 19th C boards. 
bien prier, tiree des Escrits de la Seraphique V, et M. S. Terese. Par | Marie, Daniel vefve de Jean Stamps of a Redemptorist congregation. Sole edition, unrecorded. A charming pocket guide to 
le R. P. Daniel de la Vierge Marie, Religieux de I'Ordre de N. Dame Cnobbaert the ‘science of prayer’, derived from the life and works of Teresa of Avila. Topics covered include 
du Mont-Carmel correct methods for both spoken and silent prayer; how to deal with ‘distractions’ during prayer; 
and even a guide to the practice of ‘ejaculatory prayer’ (involving strong yelps). A section at the 
end details a 10-day program of prayer to St. Teresa, complemented by engraved plates of 
scenes from the saint’s life 
6743794 | Cibus Solidus Perfectorum. Sive de Proposito et Voto Seraphico S. | de Saint- Antwerp : E 1670 8vo. 2 parts in 1 vol. pp. (36), 406, (2); pp. 333, (7), including engraved vignette on title, 1 full- 
Mtris N. Teresize, faciendi semper quidquid intelligeret esse Norbert, Typographia page engraving on verso of title of Part Il, and two full-page woodcuts. Contemporary calf. Ex- 
perfectius, libri duo. Auctore R. P. F. Hermanno a S. Norberto Hermann Joannis Francisci libris of a Strasbourg library. Sole edition. A curious work, probably not intended for nuns 
Carmelita Discalceato Crabbens themselves thanks to its Latin. The subject is all manners of perfection to be striven for by 


Discalced Carmelites, with reference to the precepts of St. Teresa of Avila 
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6743795 | Breve Relazione della Grazia Miracolosa fatta ad un’ Inferma nella Pasqualini, Modena ; 1699 4to. pp. (4). Later wrappers. Sole edition of a miraculous cure visited on a certain Anna 
Citta di Modona dalla Serafica Santa Madre Teresa Fondatrice de Anna Florence : Nella Pasqualini in November of 1698 by the grace of St. Teresa of Avila. A servant at the College of 
PP. Carmelitani Scalzi Stamperia di Piero S. Geminiano, Pasqualini suffered from a debilitating malady in her left breast. One day she was 

Matini visited by Teresa (and several other figures) in a vision, and found herself subsequently cured 

6743796 | Een Korte Oeffeninge Volgens den Geest van de H. M. Teresa, Antwerp : By 1703 12mo. pp. 24. Contemporary calf, bound with two other devotional works. 'Een Korte Oeffeninghe 
Seer profijteliick voor een jegelijck, om te komen op korten tydt tot Petrus Jouret, ... is the second work in this Sammelband. The title translates as: 'A Brief Exercise following the 
de volmaecktheyt der deughden met kleynen arbeyt, ende met Boeck-drucker Spirit of the Holy Mother Teresa, Very Profitable for Anyone, in Order to arrive in a short Time at 
vermaeck. Uyt-gegeven voor eenen nieuwen Jaer aen alle Godt- ende Boeck- the Perfection of Virtue with little Effort, and with Enjoyment. Given out for the New Year to all 
minnende zielen vercooper God-loving Souls’. The verso of the title page depicts a very curious engraving of St. Teresa 

playing a large lute, the strings of which symbolize different virtues. Petrus Jouret published an 
earlier edition of this book the year before, entitled 'Een Korte Oeffeninge Naer den sin van de H. 
M. Teresa,' containing exactly the same text but a different engraving of St Teresa, in which an 
angel is about to pierce her heart with an arrow. This copy is bound with ‘Johannes Bona ; T. V. 
Priester (trans.). Gheestelycke Horologie, Aenwijsende de Maniere Om behoorelijck ende met 
vreught te voltrecken de Christelijcke oeffeningen die t'elcken ende yder dagh voor-vallen. Door 
den uytmuntenden Heere Johannes Bona, Generaal van de Order van Cisteaux, Cardinael, &c. 
Over-gheset uyt het Latyn Door T. V. Priester. Antwerp, Weduwe van Bartholomeus Foppens, 
1698' and with 'Regel ofte manier van leven voor een christen mensch ofte Daghelijcksche 
Oeffeninghe Om te leven volghens de Leeringhe ons ghegheven van Jesus Christus Den 
Minnaer onser Ziele, wesende eenen middel om Gheestelijck te leven, volgens den Gheest ende 
de Waerheyt, ons bewesen in't H. Evangelie. Antwerp, Petrus Jouret, 1705’. 

6743798 | Vita della gloriosa Vergine S. Teresa di Giesu, Fondatrice de’ de Yepes, Milan : Appresso 1628 8vo. pp. (16), 756 [i.e. 776]. Contemporary vellum. Second edition of this Italian translation by 
Carmelitani Scalzi. Scritta in Lingua Castigliana da monsignor Diego | Diego ; Gio. Battista Braccini, with a new dedication to the editor's patroness, Marchesa Lucia Cusana Ferrer, but also 
de Yepes, Dell'Ordine di S. Girolamo Vescovo di Tarragona, e Braccini, Giulio | Bidelli preserving the original dedication to Costanza Barberini. Braccini’s translation first appeared at 
Confessore del Ré Filippo Il. e della S. Madre. E tradotta nella C. (Giulio Rome, evidently in celebration of Teresa's beatification there in 1622 
Toscana dal sig. Giulio Cesare Braccini da Gioviano di Lucca, Cesare) (trans.) 

Dottor di Legge, e Protonotario Appostolico. Con aggiunta di quello, 
che la medisima Santa scrisse sopra la Cantica, tradotto 
dall'istesso. All'lllustriss. Sig. la Sig. Marchesa Lucia Cusana Ferrer 

6743799 | Peril Sig. Benedetto Calosi contro le RR. Monache di S. Bamaba di | Gianetti, Florence : Nella [ca. Folio. 12 pp. Unbound, as issued. Sole edition, unrecorded. A petition arguing the case of 
Firenze Giovanni B. Nuova Stamperia | 1702?] | Benedetto Calosi against the (Discalced Carmelite?) nuns of St Barnabas in Florence. The 

(Giovanni di Giuseppe lawsuit seems to revolve around a house given to the convent back in 1557; the deed to which 
Battista) Manni currently belongs to Sig. Calosi, who is trying to regain his rightful title to it 

6743800 | Regla Primitiva y Constituciones de las Religiosas Descalzas de la Madrid : En la 1787 8vo. pp. (8), 202, (1 integral blank). With engraved vignette of Our Lady of Mt Carmel on title 
orden de la Gloriosisima Virgen Maria del Monte Carmelo, Imprenta de page. Contemporary vellum. “Maria Teresa de la Cruz’. First edition of the new rules for 
Confirmadas por N. SS. P. Pio Papa VI. en 12 de Mayo de 1786 Joseph Doblado Discalced Carmelite convents approved by Pius VI in 1786, of special importance to Spanish 


nuns because of the high number of Discalced convents in that country. The 'Primitive Rule’ 
mentioned on the title page is in reference to Teresa's selection of the 'Rule of [Pope] Innocent’, 
approved in 1248, which she insisted her nuns follow rather than any other Carmelite Rule 
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6743801 | La Vie de la Ste. Mere Terese de Jesus, Fondatrice de la Reforme de Jesus Maria, | Lille: De 1643 12mo. pp. (4), 314. Contemporary calf, rubbed; joints cracked but holding. Ex-librises of an 
des Carmes & Carmilites Deschaussez. Reduite en Abregé parles | Juan; de San I'Imprimerie de English religious community in Liege ("G. 15 1789 written in the Catalogue of Eng Sep Liege" 
RR. Peres le P. Jean de Jesus Maria General de 'Ordre, et le P. Jeronimo, Juan | Nicolas de Rache and "Dean Houser 1798" on back flyleaf) and the Jesuit Library of St. Aloysius in Glasgow 
Jean de S. Hierosme Procureur General du mesme Ordre: Et mise ;G.D.R. (stamps on front flyleaf and on title page). Unrecorded translation by a local nobleman (G. D. R.) 
en Francois par G. D. R. Gentil-homme. Avec les Advis de la (trans) of a very early biography of Teresa by Juan de Jesus Maria (1560-1644) and Juan de San 
mesme Saincte Jeronimo (d. 1620), both officials of the Order of Discalced Carmelites. The original text seems to 
be the Latin Vita et mores, spiritus, zelus, et doctrina servae dei Theresae de lesu (Brussels, 
1610). G. D. R.'s translation of this very rare work adds a succinct 15-page digest of Teresa’s 
instructions to the nuns of her convents as an appendix 
6743802 | La Vie de Sainte Therese, écrite par Elle-Mesme. De la Traduction de Avila, Paris : Pierre le 1670 4to. pp. (12), 294, (10), plus engraved frontispiece and with numerous engraved headers and 
de Monsieur Arnauld d'Andilly Teresa ; Petit, Imprimeur & initials. Contemporary sheep. Ownership inscription of the Oratorians of Paris, 1758. First edition 
d'Andilly, Libraire ordinaire of d'Andilly's translation of Teresa's autobiography. A lavish production down to the charming 
Arnauld (trans.) | du Roy engraved initial on A1 featuring Teresa at work on her book 
6743803 | La Vie de la Seraphique Mere Sainte Terese de Jesus, Fondatrice [Brunand, Grenoble : 1678 8vo. pp. (12), 386, (10), plus engraved title and 55 plates by Claudine Brunand. 19th C cloth. 
des Carmes Déchaussez & des Carmelites Déchaussées. En Claudine, Laurens Gilibert, Second edition (first, 1670) of of this remarkable tour-de-force by the female engraver and poet 
Figures, & en Vers Frangois & Latins. Avec un Abbregé de engr.]. Imprimeur & Claudine Brunand (1630-1674), of whom little is otherwise known. Until that time, Brunand’s 
lHistoire, une Reflexion Morale, & une Resolution Chrestienne sur Marchand Libraire small oeuvre had only included commissions for frontispieces and portraits, but in the present 
chaque Figure. Reveué, Augmentée & Corrigée work, she extends herself to no less than 56 engravings to illustrate the life of Teresa of Avila. 
While the vast majority of Avila’s biographers were members of religious orders, Brunand was a 
laywoman who appears to have learned the art of engraving from her father, Aymé Brunand. Far 
too little attention seems to have been paid to this fascinating young woman, who remained 
unmarried yet earned a living from a male-dominated profession. 
6743804 | Breve Compendio della Vita della Serafica Vergine Santa Teresa di | della Rome : Nella 1682 8vo. pp. (8), 172, plus engraved frontispiece. 18th C calf. First edition of this new biography of St 
Giesu, Fondatrice de' Religiosi Scalzi, e delle Monache dell'Ordine Purificazione, Stamperia di Teresa by a Carmelite monk, the official historian of the Discalced Carmelite Order. The 
della Beatissima Vergine Maria del Monte Carmelo. Scritto dalP. F. | Biagio Giuseppe engraved frontispiece by Nicolo Billy is particularly evocative, showing Teresa in a trance cradled 
Biagio della Purificazione Carmelitano Scalzo della Provincia Vannacci by angels 
Romana, & Historico Generale del suo Ordine. Dedicato 
all'Eminentiss. e Reverendiss. Signor Cardinal Alderano Cybo 
6743805 | Wercken vande H. Moeder Theresia van Jesus, Fondatersse vande | de Avila, Ghent : By Michiel | 1697 2 parts in 2 vols. 4tos. pp. (24), 614, (26), plus engraved frontispiece; pp. 551 pp, (29), plus 
Ongheschoende Carmeliten ende Carmeliterssen, In Twee Deelen Teresa ; Maes, ghezworen engraved frontispiece. 19th C half calf. Ex-librises of the Convent of the Discalced Carmelties of 
gescheyden Over-gheset uyt het Spaens, Frans, ende Latyn; door Vanden H. Stadts-drucker St Joseph in Antwerp; “In perpetual remembrance of Annette Havenith, [given?] to Sister 
den Eerw. P. Servatius Vanden H. Petrus Religieus van 't selve Petrus, Thecla... 1833...with permission of the authorities” (trans); ink stamps of the “Gray Sisters of 
Order. Servatius Antwerp”. First edition of the first Flemish translation of Teresa's spiritual writings, reflecting the 
(trans.) runaway success of the Discalced Carmelite order in the Low Countries. The translator draws on 


original sources in Spanish, French, and Latin for his compilation, which includes her own 
autobiography 
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6743806 | Compendio della Vita della Serafica Vergine S. Teresa di Giest Di Manzanedo de | Turin: Peril 1709 12mo. pp. (12), 348, plus engraved frontispiece and full-page woodcut. Contemporary vellum. 
Monsignor Manzanedo, Promotore della Canonizatione della Santa. | Quifiones, Fratelli Zappata “Johannes Maria Galleanus Monregalensis [i.e. Mondovi], 1753”. Later edition (first, 1647?) of 
Dedicato al Glorioso S. Giuseppe Eletto Protettore dalla Real Casa | Alfonso this biography of St. Teresa drawn from the manuscript sources of Alfonso Manzanedo, the 
di Savoia, Dall'Augusta Citta di Torino, Dalla Nobile Societa di 63. promoter of her canonization in 1622. The present edition was specifically printed for the 
Dame Nella Chiesa delle RR. MM. Carmel Scal. Con qualche Discalced Carmelites of Torino, and is dedicated to St. Joseph, ‘Elected Protector of the Royal 
Aggiunta, per soddisfar a Divoti della Santa House of Savoy, of the Noble City of Torino, and of the Noble Society of 63 Ladies in the Church 
of the Reverend Discalced Carmelite Mothers’. The frontispiece is dated Torino, 1709 and was 
evidently engraved specifically for this work 
6743807 | Cort Begryp van’t Wonderlijck Leven der H. Moeder Clara, Eerste [Weerts, Paul] Antwerp : bij de 1649 12mo. pp. 233, (3), (1 integral blank). With engraved title page and 14 full-page engraved plates 
Plantken van den H. Seraphinschen Vader Franciscus ende vande Weduwe van Jan in text. Contemporary calf. “S. Maria de Roy, met orlof der Moeder’. First edition. A charming 
Heijlighen haerder orden. Bij-een-vergaerdert Door eenen Pater der Cnobbaert pocket-format Life of St. Clare, one of the first followers of St Francis, and founder of the Order of 
Minnebroeders van Brussel the Poor Clares. The work is dedicated to Sister Joanna Sersanders, Abbess of the convent of 
the Poor Clares in Brussels. Printed by the widow of Cnobbaert, the work is illustrated with 14 
rather skillful engravings after A. Sallaert, F. Bouttats, etc. The ownership inscription “Sister 
Maria de Roy, with permission from the Abbess” adds the finishing touch to this delightful volume 
6743808 | Vita dell’Infanta d’Austria Suor Margherita della Croce, Monaca Degli Oddi, Rome : Nella 1743 4to. pp. (24), 190, plus engraved portrait. Stamped “S D B”. Later edition, enlarged and illustrated 
Scalza di Santa Chiara del sacro Ordine Serafico Composta e Longaro Stamperia di (first, 1733) of this original Italian biography of Princess Margarita of Austria, daughter of the 
Dedicata alla Sacra Real Maesta di Marianna Giuseppa d'Austria Girolamo Mainardi Habsburg Maximilian II. In 1582 she was promised as the fifth wife of Philip Il of Spain, but 
Regina di Portogallo &c. Da Longaro Degli Oddi Della Compagnia di refused the marriage and took the monastic veil instead. Comparison with earlier editions shows 
Gesu. In questa nuova Impressione accresciuta di Notizie that this may be the first to feature an engraved portrait of the princess, by Giovanni Battista 
Sintes 
6743809 | Beatificationis, & Canonizationis Ven. Servae Dei Marianae a Jesu Zondadario, Rome : Camera 1735 Folio. pp. (2), 6; 74; pp. 26; pp. 12; pp. 3; pp. 4. With original sewing, never bound, pages 
Tertii Ordinis Sancti Francisci, vulgo dicti de Poenitentia. Memoriale | Antonfelice et Apostolica untrimmed. First edition. While institutional library catalogs quite reasonably assume this to be a 
pro approbatione Operum, & pro concessione Literarum al. source on the famous ‘Lily of Quito' Mariana of Jesus (also a Franciscan), a close reading of the 
Remissorialium, & Compulsorialium ad effectum prosequendi, & text reveals that this process concerns a different Mariana of Jesus (d. 1620) who was never 
perficiendi Processum Apostolicum usque & de anno 1630 inceptum approved for beatification. One wonders whether the confluence of three potential saints during 
super Virtutibus, & Miraculis in specie this period all bearing the same name proved too much for the Sub-Promoters responsible for the 
various causes 
6743810 | Lettere scritte da varie persone al Sig. Conte Alessandro Capizucchi 1688- Aprox. 75 letters, mostly one or two sides, often bound with additional address sheets. 
intomo alla fabrica del Processo della Serva di Dio Suor Giacinta 1692 Remarkable research collection, being a large quantity of testimonials and other supportive 


Marescotti Monica Professa nel Monistero del Chiara di Viterbo 


correspondence from various local figures to Alessandro Capizucchi (1641-1703), the nephew 
(by adoption) of Giacinta Marescotti, a local nun noted for her piety. Alessandro was evidently 
responsible for promoting his aunt's beatification process. The letters are all original documents 
rather than secretarial copies, and bear signs of the Italian postal system. The letters often 
digress into more general news of the sender, before offering tributes to Suor Giacinta. A superb 
window onto the beatification process, worthy of further research 
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6743811 | Vita della Beata Giacinta Mariscotti Monaca nel Monastero di S. Ventimiglia, Rome : nella 1726 4to. pp. (16) including engraved portrait, 392. Contemporary vellum. Second edition (first, 1695) 
Bernardino di Viterbo. Scritta Da Monsignor Ill[ustrissi]mo, e Girolimo Stamparia del of this biography, dedicated to Mariscotti’s nephew Galeazzo and published upon the occasion of 
R[everendissi]mo Girolimo Ventimiglia Vescovo di Lipari gia Bernabo Giacinta’s beatification in 1726 
dedicata All'E[xcellentissiJmo, e R[everendissi]mo Sig. Cardinale 
Galeazzo Mariscotti Coll'aggiunta di molti Miracoli operati dalla 
Beata, e di tutte le Cose succedute prima, e dopo la di Lei solenne 
Beatificazione 

6743812 | S Giacinta Mariscotti Bombelli, Pietro | Rome [ca. Copperplate, 202 x 132 mm. Copperplate for an untraced, large and possibly separately-issued 

L. (Pietro 1807?] | devotional image, probably produced around 1807 to celebrate the canonization of Marescotti in 

Leone) (engr.) that year. Bombelli died in 1809. The caption reads “Rom. Sup. lic.”, suggesting it may not have 
been part of a book. A fine image of the nun cradling a crucifix and practicing her own devotions 
in front of a memento mori skull 

6743813 | S Hyacintha Mariscotti Ordinis Minorum Morelli, Rome [ca. Copperplate, 131 x 89 mm. Copperplate for an untraced book illustration of St. Hyacintha 

Francisco 1807?] | Mariscotti, likely created shortly after her canonization in 1807 by Francisco Morelli after Antonio 
(engr.) Concioli. Morelli was still active ca. 1830, while Concioli died in 1820. The image shows the saint 
practicing levitation 

6743814 | La Vie de la Venerable Mere Marie de S. Charles, Religieuse de Léon de Saint- | Paris : Chez F. 1671 8vo. pp. (32), 400, 26, (6). Contemporary calf. Ex-librises of I'Abbe Dufouleur and Louis Metirie, 
Sainte Elizabeth, dite au Siecle, Madame la Baronne de Veuilly. Par | Jean (Jean Muguet, butcher. First edition. Daughter of a converted Calvinist, married off at age 16 and entered a 
Fr. Leon, Religieus des Carmes Reformez de I'Observance de Macé, pseud.) Imprimeur du Roy convent only much later in life; many of the letters included here are her letters to her children 
Rennes en Bretagne, dans la Province de Touraine, & Predicateur & de Monseig. 

Ordinaire de leurs Majestez Tres-Chrétiennes 'Archevesque 

6743815 | La Vie de la Reverende Mere Agnés d'Aguillenqui Abbesse des de Verclos, Avignon : de 1740 8vo. pp. xv, (5), 374, (2), plus engraved portrait. Contemporary calf. “Reale Tenuta Viareggio 
Capucines de Marseille. Par le R. P. Hiacinthe de Verclos Hiacinthe (de l’'Imprimerie de Toscana’, i.e. the royal library of the Bourbon kings and queen in Tuscany from 1821-1893 (Villa 
d'Avignon, Exprovincial des Capucins Verclos, Marc Chave, Borbonico) First edition of Verclos’ biography. From her initial vestiture in 1626, d’Aguillenqui 

Hyacinthe) Marchand Libraire became fascinated with the Passion of Christ and began practicing extreme mortifications, 


including mortifications of the flesh. For this she attracted the mockery of her fellow Capuchin 
nuns as well as the censure of her superiors, who ordered her to cease the practices. The 
censure was eventually repealed, and d’Aguillenqui served as abbess of the convent three times 
between 1650 and her death in 1672. Although never officially honored by the Vatican, she 
became the subject of popular devotion around Marseille, where locals would steal bits of her 
remains to venerate in their rosaries 
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6743816 | Het Leven ende Goddelycke Leeringhen van Sr. Francoyse Clara Cauwe, Dunkirk : By Jan 1685 8vo. pp. 454 [i.e. 444] including engraved title, (12), with 4 engraved plates in text (2 outside 
van St. Lieven, Religieuse van de derde Orden van S. Francoys in Franciscus Wyns collation). Contemporary sheep. Faded stamp of a Franciscan Library in Louvain (?). Second 
het Clooster van de Poenitenten op S. Pieters, neffens Ghendt. edition, enlarged (first, 1677). At the age of 20 a voice from Heaven commanded Francisca-Clara 
Vermeerdert ende by een vergadert uyt gheloofweerdighe Schriften to join the newly formed Penitentes-Recollettines, famed for its severe rule and austerity, and 
van de Eerw. Moeder des selven Kloosters, ende andere treffelycke headed at the time by the noted mystic Joanna van Jesus. Like Joanna, she quickly began to 
Religieusen, die noch leven, ende ghetuyghenisse gheven van het experience not only visions, but even to receive the stigmata. Within the convent she led an 
ghene sy ghesien, ende uyt haeren eyghen mondt ghehoort isolated life and communicated with her sisters by means of letters, reproduced here in full. 
hebben. Door P. Franciscus Cauwe, Minder-Broeder Recollect. Den These letters form the basis of the biography, and were collected and supplemented by a local 
Tweeden Druck monk, Franciscus Cauwe. She was prone to ecstasies, visions, and ravissements; one day, at 
the age of just 22, these fits caused a pulmonary hemorrhage, and blood began to pour from her 
mouth; she died soon after, having predicted her own death three months earlier. Some years 
after her death, reports began to emerge within the convent of miraculous healings due to her 
intercession 
6743817 | Vita della Serva di Dio Suor Paola-Maria Malatesta da Reggio Soderini, Venice : Appresso | 1715 4to. pp. (16) including engraved portrait, 360. Contemporary vellum. Sole edition. “Recounted by 
Badessa delle Cappuccine nel Collegio delle Concette di Venezia. Genesio Giacomo a nun of her order”, but put into polished prose by Genesio Soderini, a Venetian nobleman. The 
Raccolta da una Religiosa del su’ Ordine. Poi distesa dall'Abbate Tommasini current Abbess and nuns of the Collegio delle Concette sign the dedication and likely 
Genesio Soderini Nobile Veneto. Dedicata A Monsignor llustrissimo, commissioned the work. Likely the only printed source on Malatesta’s life 
e Reverendissimo Pietro Barbarigo Patriarca di Venezia &c. Dalle 
Madri Cappucine del detto Collegio 
6743818 | Istoria della Vita di S. Rosa Vergine Viterbese, Raccolta dal suo Coretini, Pietro | Viterbo : Giulio de’ | 1702 (12), pp. 160, plus engraved frontispiece portrait. Contemporary vellum. Second edition (first, 
Processo, e da altre memorie autentiche, descritta gia dal Signor Giulii 1638) of the earliest printed biography of St Rose of Viterbo. This edition, published some 60 
Pietro Coretini. In questa seconda impressione riveduta, ed years after the first, includes “new Miracles, and other notable things” attributed to the saint. The 
accresciuta di nuovi Miracoli, e di altre cose notabili. portrait depicts Rose performing one of these miracles: in order to convince a local sorceress to 
All'Eminentissimo, e Reverendissimo Signore Il Sig. Cardinal Santa renounce her wicked ways, Rose climbed barefoot onto a burning pyre and remained unharmed 
Croce Vescovo di Viterbo 
6743820 | Maravillosa Vida, y Feliz Muerte de la Venerable Madre Sor Ortega, Pablo Murcia: Por Juan | 1736 4to. pp. (56), 296, (8). Contemporary vellum, ties lacking. Ownership inscription clipped from 
Mariana de Santa Clara, llustrissima Fundadora del Real M. (Pablo Martinez Mesnier, upper blank margin of ‘Prologo’. Extremely rare sole edition of this biography of a local abbess of 
Monasterio de la Encarnacion, Religiosas de la primera Regla de Manuel) Impressor, y the Poor Clares. Mariana de Santa Clara was born in 1631, following the appearance of a 
Santa Clara, de la Villa de Mula. Su Autor El P. F. Pablo Manuel Librero del particularly bright star above Trujillo. In 1677 she was appointed the Abbess of the Convent of 
Ortega, Lector de Philosophia, y Chronista de la Santa Provincia de lllustrisimo Sefior the Incarnation in Mula, near Murcia and under the Rule of St. Clare, and eventually received 
Cartagena, de la Regular Observancia de N. P. S. Francisco. Quien Don Thomas Royal patronage. The present work was presumably directed towards her beatification, which 
la Consagra a la Suprema Emperatriz de los Angeles, Piadosissima Joseph de failed to proceed 
Madre de los pecadores, en su primorosa Imagen de la Montes, Arcob. 
Encarnacion, que titula, y ennoblece dicho Real, Serafico, Obisp. de 
Monasterio Cartagena 
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6743821 | Vita di Suor Maria Crocifissa Satellico Monaca Francescana nel Scaramelli, Venice : Appresso | 1750 4to. pp. (24) including 2 full-page engraved portraits, 347, (1), plus 2 extra engraved portraits (1 
Monastero di Monte Novo Scritta dal Padre Gio. Battista Scaramelli | Giovanni B. Giuseppe Rosa repeated at rear). Contemporary vellum. Extra-illustrated, including an additional copy of an 
Della Compagnia di Gesu (Giovanni engraved portrait printed on thick paper and bound at the end, perhaps to be used as a prayer 
Battista) card. With the inscription “sui praesertim, ac Daemonum Victoria insignis” [‘from her speciality, a 
remarcable triumph against demons’]. Despite poor health she was allowed to join the 
Franciscan Poor Clares at the age of 14, and rose to become their Abbess in 1742, dying just 
three years later 
6743822 | Louvado seja o Santissino Sacramento. Breve Relacaé da Vida, e Coimbra : Na 1755 4to. pp. 11. Disbound. Unrecorded second edition published in Coimbra (first, Lisbon, 1754). 
Morte Prodigiosa da Madre Soror Maria Joanna nossa irma, Que Officina de Luis Maria Joanna was professed as a nun at the age of 20; she was known for her piety including 
falesceo a 25. de Marco deste presente anno de 1754. neste nosso Secco Ferreyra performing the Spiritual Exercises of Loyola, as noted here. This brief notice of her life and death 
Convento de Lourigal was followed in 1762 by a full biography by José Caetano. However, no beatification process 
seems to have resulted 
6743823 | Relacion de como se ha Fundado en Alcantara de Portugal junto a | del Spiritu Lisbon : Por Pedro | 1627 Ato. ff. (8), 36, [1 blank]. Contemporary vellum. Ex-libris of the Marquis de Alagrete. Sole edition. 
Lisboa, el muy devoto Monasterio de N. S. de la Quietacion, por la Sancto, Craesbeeck Remarkable account, written by a nun involved, of an en-masse migration of nuns from the Low 
Catholica Magestad del Rey N. S. D. Phelippe Il. de gloriosa Cathalina [del Impressor del Rey Countries to Portugal during the Wars of Religion. The account is written in Spanish for the 
memoria para las monjas peregrinas de S. Clara de Espiritu Santo, benefit of the dedicatee, Margarita de la Cruz, a princess-turned-nun in Madrid. The Flemish 
la primera Regla, venidas de la Provincia de Alemania Baxa, Catalina] nuns seems to have arrived in Lisbon in 1583, and a list is given of all those who managed to 
despues de los hereges las aver perseguido, y desterrado de tierras complete the journey. Particularly striking is Chapter XIII, “On the terrible persecutions and 
en tierras por quarto vezes. Compuesta por la Madre Sor Cathalina assaults which the nuns of the Convent of Hoogestraaten suffered, especially the Authoress, 
del Spiritu Sancto Monja del mismo Monasterio. Dirigida a la having been resident in that same convent’. 
Serenissima Infanta Sor Margarita de la Cruz, Monja en el 
Monasterio de las descalgas, en Madrid. En esta historia se veran 
muy ilustres martyrios, que la Seraphica Orden Franciscana ha 
padecido con sirepitu [espirito] de publica justicia 
6743824 | Handt-boecxken Inhoudende den Reghel vande Derde Orden S. [Van Antwerp : By 1630 12mo. pp. 77, (7). Vignette of St. Francis receiving the stigmata on title page. Contemporary 
Francisci. ghenoemt van penitentie. Veur de ghene die in hunne Spoelberch, Guilliam Lesteens blind-tooled calf with gilt ornaments. “Marij Anna van Berchem”. Sole recorded edition of this 
particuliere huysen willen in oodtmoedighe penitentie leven. Willem] [Van ‘handbook’ for male and female members of the Third Order of St Francis, also known as the 
Uutghestelt deur F. G. S. B. Minderbroeder Spoelberch, Order of Penance of St. Francis. The 17th C ownership inscription reveals it was consulted by a 
Guilliaume] woman. A statement on the verso of the title page states that this is the third edition of these 


rules to be published, and that many things which were missing in the second edition have been 

added. No earlier surviving editions have been traced, however. Translation from Spanish rules. 

Bound with '[Triumph der Heylighen vande Derde Orden S. Francisci ghenoemt van penitentie] - 
[Cort Verhael van het Leven ende Deughden der Heylighe Persoonen van de Derde Orden Sinte 
Francisci, ghenoemt van Penitentie]. Antwerp, Geeraert Van Wolschaten, [1620].’ 
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6743825 | [Triumph der Heylighen vande Derde Orden S. Francisci ghenoemt | [Van [Antwerp : by [1620] | pp. 3-96, lacking leaf A1 (title). With 8 half-page engraved vignettes in text including St Elizabeth 
van penitentie] [Cort Verhael van het Leven ende Deughden der Spoelberch, Geeraert Van of Hungary, St Rose of Vitterbo, and St Angela of Foligno. Unrecorded illustrated compendium of 
Heylighe Persoonen van de Derde Willem] [Van Wolschaten] notable members of the Third Order of St. Francis. While both Elizabeth and Rose had already 
Orden Sinte Francisci, ghenoemt van Penitentie] Spoelberch, been canonized as saints of the Order, the biography of Angela of Foligno is notable as it 
Guilliaume] precedes even her beatification (in 1701). Nevertheless, various miracles are attributed to her, 
and the charming engraving depicts her holding a chained demon. On pp. 80-83, there is a three- 
and-a-half-page list of female members of the Order considered notable. Bib. catholica 
Neerlandica impressa 9815 mentions Van Spoelberch as the author. Bound with Willem Van 
Spoelberch's 'Handt-boecxken, Inhoudende den Reghel vande Derde Orden S. Francisci, 
ghenoemt van penitentie. Antwerp, Guilliam Lesteens, 1630’ 
6743826 | La Regle de Penitence du Seraphique Pere St. Francois approuvée, | [Sisters of St Paris : Convent of | 1638- 4to. 140 numbered pp., in an extremely legible French hand. Illustrated with 2 large-format 
& confirmée par le Sr. Pere Nicolas IV, & par Leon X reformée pour | Elizabeth] St. Elizabeth 05-20 engravings [23.5 x 17 cm] covering both front and rear pastedowns, as well as three smaller 
les Religeux & Religieuses de son Troisieme Ordre engravings pasted onto endpapers (two at front, one at rear). Contemporary calf. Occasional 
paper repairs to inner margins, some signatures sitting proudly, plate of the Mater Dolorosa with 
some scuff-marks near inner edge. Manuscript rules of behavior for the ‘Sisters of St. Elizabeth’ 
in Paris. The text begins with two Papal Bulls concerning the Franciscans, followed by the 
“Consitutions Generales des Soeurs Religieuses de Ste. Elizabeth de Troisieme Ordre St. 
Francois, surnommé de la Penitance de |'Estroitte Observance”, 132 pp in all. A significant 
document; the convent was established only in 1628 under the patronage of Marie de’ Medici. 
6743827 | Nell’Occasione che la Signora Co. Francesca Porto Prende l’Abito Vicenza : Per 1720 4to. pp. 64, p. 55 blank, by accident? Contemporary wrappers. Sole edition, unrecorded. A 
di San Francesco nel Convento di Santa Maria d’Araceeli di Tomaso Lavezari charming example of the festive poetry produced on these occasions 
Vicenza. Raccolta di Componimenti Poetici 
6743828 | Die Erniedringung des Bergs. Vorgestellet: Als die Wohl-Ehrwirdige | Angerer, Vienna : gedruckt | [1737] | Folio. pp. (18). Marbled paper spine. Sole edition. A good example of the sort of ephemeral 
in Gott Geistliche Chor-Schwester Anna Francisca Theresia von Guilelmus bey Leopold publication produced more commonly in Italy to celebrate the profession of faith of individual 
Heiligen Drey Kénigen, eine Gebohrne Freyin von Blumenthal auf [Angerer, Johann Kaliwoda, nuns as they entered a convent. The present folio pamphlet may have been distributed to those 
Grinberg, &c. &c. Ihre Heilige Profession in dem hoch-Loblichen Wilhelm] Universitats- who attended the ceremony at the Convent of St. Elizabeth in Vienna. Interestingly, the preacher 
Jungfrauen-Closter des Dritten Ordens S. Francisci zu S. Elisabeth Buchdruckern was an Augustinian although the nun was entering a Franciscan convent 
bey Wien auf der Landstra® den 24. Tag Aprilis Anno 1737. 
solenniter abgeleget. Von P. Fr Guilelmo Angerer, Ord. Erem., S. P. 
Augustini, Sonntags-Predigern ad SS. Sebastianum & Rochum 
6743829 | Republica Literaria, escrita por Don Diego de Saavedra y Faxardo, de Saavedra, Madrid : [Angela 1759 4to. pp. (12) including woodcut plate, 60, 119. Contemporary vellum. First edition as such, with a 


Cavallero del Orden de Santiago, del Consejo de S.M. en el 
Supremo de Indias, y su Plenipotenciario para la Paz universal. 
Dala a Luz Dofia Angela de Apontes, Vecina, é Impressora en esta 
Corte, y la dedica a Nuestra Sefiora de la Rivera, que se venera en 
el Convento de S. Luis Obispo, de la Orden de Descalzos de 
Nuestro Padre S. Francisco, extramuros de la Villa de Paracuellos 


Diego 


de Apontes] 


preface by Dofia Angela Apontes, the royal printer responsible for bringing it to the press. This 
version of Saavedra's text was first printed in 1670; but in the 18th century Saavedra was 
rediscovered as a proto-Enlightenment figure and texts such as the present one were held up as 
fine examples of healthy skepticism. The work is a Lucianesque satire based on the premise of 
an imaginary world formed only of writers and artists, and examines the value of the sciences to 
society etc. Why Dofia Apontes imagined this might be of interest to the Discalced Franciscan 
nuns of the Convent of San Lius Obispo, or indeed merit the patronage of their icon of the Virgin 
Mary of the River, is a mystery 
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6743830 | Vita della Beata Margarita di Cortona, Terziaria dell'Ordine di S. Marchese, Venice : Presso 1686 8vo. pp. (8), 465, (7). Contemporary vellum. “Per Uso di D. Anna Teresa Pignini Monaca in S. 
Francesco. Raccolta Da i Processi per la sua Canonizatione da Francesco Paolo Baglioni Felicita” / “pere uso dela Anna Pitti pere uso dela Madalena mia Soror, el in hoveto fata Maria 
Francesco Marchese Prete della Congregatione dell'Oratorio di Madelena’. Second edition (first, Rome, 1673), and a neat copy. Although 'blessed' from the time 
Roma of her death, Margarita was not officially canonized until 1728. The present work was part of an 
aggressive campaign to promote this process, as advertised on the title page 
6743831 | Officium Sacratissimi Cordis D. N. Jesu Christi Recitandum a [Michelini, Forli : Ex 1778 8vo. pp. 30. Contemporary cartonnato. Sole edition, unrecorded. The Jesuit Andrea Michelini 
Monialibus SS. Corp. Christi Forolivii Ex concessione SS. D. N. Pii Andrea? ] Typographia arrived in Forli in 1762 where he began to promote the Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Papa Sexti. Sub ritu duplicis majoris Achillis Petronii Under his guidance, in 1786 the Poor Clares of Santa Maria Maddalena decided to 're-dedicate' 
Marozzi their convent to the 'Lord's Body’, in recognition of their newfound interest in the Eucharist and 
the Sacred Heart. Interestingly, the present work predates Pius VI’s general decree approving 
this type of devotion and granting indulgences to those who practice it. Instead, the nuns of the 
Forli congregation appear to have received a special dispensation from Pius VI in 1778, recorded 
here 
6743832 | Les Miracles de la Grace Victorieuse de la Nature, en la Vie de Borely, Elzéar Lyon : Jean- 1690 8vo. pp. (16), 632, (2), plus added engraved title page. Contemporary calf. Ex-libris of the Comte 
Sainte Dauphine Vierge, & Mariée a Saint Elzear, Comte d'Arian. Baptiste Deville de Labastie. Second edition (first, 1654). At an early age Delphine took a strict vow of virginity. 
Dediez a Monseigneur le Marquis de Pianesse. Par le R.P.Fr. This did not prevent her (or her family) from marrying her off to Elzéar, Count of Sarban at the 
Elzear Borely, Docteur en Theologie de l'Ordre des Freres Mineurs age of 20. Elzéar apparently greatly respected his wife's vows and together they joined the Third 
Conventuels Order of St Francis, all the while leading a perfectly chaste marriage. After his death Elzéar was 
canonized, but Delphine remains merely Blessed 
6743833 | Kort Begryp van het Leven en Deugden van de Salige Coleta Ghent: by Petrus | 1759 12mo. pp. vi, 74. Contemporary calf. First edition. A pocket biography of St. Colette, Abbess and 
Ervormster van het Order van de Heylige Clara de Goesin the founder of the Colettines, a reform branch of the Poor Clares. The work was published in 
Collette's native Ghent, between her beatification and eventual canonization as the patron saint 
of women seeking to conceive 
6743834 | Compendium Vitae, Virtutum, et Miraculorum necnon Actorum in Secretary of the | Rome : Apud 1807 4to. pp. XI. Contemporary wrappers. Sole edition. The official articles for the canonization of 
Caussa Canonizationis Beatae Coletae Boilet, Virginis Corbejensis | Sacred Lazarinum Rev. Blessed Colette, including a summary of her life and the miracles attributed to her 
Reformatricis Ordinis S. Clarae, Ex Secretaria Congregationis Sac. | Congregation Cam. Apost. 
Rit. of Rites Typographum 
6743835 | Vita della Venerabil Serva di Dio Suor Alessandra Sabinida Rocca | Pianetti Jesi : Per Gian 1733 8vo. pp. (10), 150, plus engraved portrait. Contemporary vellum. Sole edition. Sabini used her 
Contrada, Terziaria Professa di S. Francesco, Fondatrice delli Mannelli di Battista de’ Giulii considerable wealth to found five different convents for female Franciscan Tertieries in the 
Monisteri di S. Sebastiano nel medemo Luogo, del Buon Gesu nella | Cardoli, Marche region. The engraved portrait depicts her experiencing a miraculous vision of the Holy 
Serra di S. Quirico, ed altro in Mont'Alboddo, di S. Lorenzo sotto la Cardolo M. House of Loreto, which seems to have inspired her own convent-building 
Regola di. S. Chiara, e delle Convertite nella Citta di Macerata nella | (Cardolo Maria) 


Marca d'Ancona. Consecretata All'lllustrissimo, e Reverendissimo 
Signore Monsignore Gian Battista Visconti Patrizio Milanese, 
Dell'una, e l'altra Segnatura della Santita di N. S. Referendario 
Apostolico, e della Provincia della Marca Governatore Generale 
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6743836 | Epitome de la Admirable Vida de la V. M. Sor Angela Margarita Fogueres, Juan | Barcelona: enla [1743] | 8vo. (30) [of 32], 322 pp, (5). Lacking engraved portrait. 18th C paneled calf, rebacked. Stamps 
Serafina, Fundadora de las Religiosas Capuchinas en Espafia, y de Impr. de Francisco of the Catalan collector Josep Font i Solsona. First edition. An abridgment of a biography 
Alguna de sus Hijas; Entresacada de la historia, que en su Chronica Suria composed a century earlier by the Jesuit Juan Pablo Fons, a contemporary of Sor Angela. 
escribio el docto P. Juan Pablo Fons, de la Compaiiia de Jesus, Por Fogueres (Commissary-General of New Spain) offers the present work in the name of the 
EIM. R. P. Fr. Juan Fogueres, Lect, Jub., y Ex-Difinidor en la Abbess and nuns of the Capuchin Convent of Santa Margarita in Barcelona, apparently hoping to 
Regular Observancia del S. P. S. Francisco de la Provincia de secure further favor from the convent's 'Five Esteemed Patrons’. Suffering physical and 
Cathaluria; Comisario General de las Provincias de Nueva Espafia; psychological abuse at the hands of her husband, Serafina only drew closer to religion as a 
Examinador Synodal de! Obispado de Barcelona; Calificador del widow. At the age of 33 she had born three children, of whom only the eldest daughter survived, 
Santo Tribunal de la Inquisicion de dicha Provincia, y de la Suprema and was six years old at the time of her widowhood. Eventually, Serafina's exhaustive piety led to 
de Madrid mystical experiences which were denounced by the Inquisition; but in the end the Franciscan 
Provincial allowed Serafina to take the Capuchin habit in 1586, and she was also allowed to join 
the Third Order (non-cloistered) Franciscans in 1591. As something of a Teresa d'Avila of the 
Capuchins, she dedicated the remainder of her life to setting up new Capuchin convents all over 
Spain. Her beatification process was re-opened in the 20th century but has been unsuccessful 
thus far 
6743838 | Vita della Venerabile Suor Francesca del Serrone del Tenitorio diS. | Scampoli, Macerata : 1649 4to. pp. (12) including engraved portrait frontispiece, 218, (10). 18th C vellum, recased. Some 
Severino, Tertiaria di San Francesco. Descritta in Tre Libri Dal M. R. | Giulio Appresso repaired worming to first and last few leaves. First edition of the first biography of this Franciscan 
P. Don Giulio Scampoli Barnabita Agostino Grisei laywoman, intended to promote her beatification (ultimately unsuccessful). “Throughout her life, 
Francesca was plagued by disability and illness. From the beginning, she spoke slowly with a 
stutter. In her teenage years, a swollen belly led to malicious people, especially an aunt but not 
her brother, to accuse her of having become pregnant through selling her body. She ran a slow 
fever and her fingers fused like goose feet... The devil frequently assaulted her.” (Weber, p. 123) 
6743839 | Rose, e Fiori Spinosi per Abbellire la Me[njsa del Sacro Convito. Panicario, [Macerata]: 1628 12mo. pp. 211, (3); pp. (24), 154, (1). Full-page woodcut arms of dedicatee repeated twice. 
Parte prima. Del P. D. Doroteo Panicario. Chier. Reg. di S. Paolo. Doroteo Appresso Pietro Contemporary vellum. “Laudomia Florii da Fabriano, A die 22 di Novembre 1629”. Sole edition. 
Penitentiero Dell'lllustr. & Rev. Sig. Cardinal D'Ascoli Nella Cathed. Salvioni Inspired by the devotion of the dedicatee and her sisters, nuns at the Convent of St. Romualdo in 
di Macerata. Dedicata Alla M. Illlust. et M. R. Donna Anna Catarina Fabriano, the author presents a treatise dissecting the sacred covenant between every nun and 
Razzante Monaca del Monast di S. Romoaldo di Fabriano. Rose e Christ. Pacicario’s title suggests his over-riding theme: that the relationship is not as blissful as it 
Fiori Spinosi Dovuti per modo di Tributo avanti e dopo la Mensa del might seem, and comes with some of the sufferings which Christ himself had to endure: hence, a 
Sacro Conuito. Parte Seconda. Del P. D. Doroteo Panicario. Chier. spiny flower. The ownership inscription indicates the text belonged to a nun of the same Convent 
Reg. di S. Paolo. Penitentiero Dell'lllustr. & Rev. Sig. Cardinal of St Romualdo, evidently a companion of the dedicatee 
D'Ascoli Nella Cathed. di Macerata. Dedicata Alla M. Illlust. Sig. la 
Signora Beatrice Razzante, Nei Vallemani 
6743840 | La Fanciulla che si fa Monaca Rime del Padre Maestro Lorenzo Fusconi, Padua : Per li 1782 8vo. pp. XIV, (2), 255, plus engraved plate. Contemporary cartonnato, untrimmed. Second, 
Fusconi Minor Convent. Ravennate. Edizione seconda accresciuta Lorenzo Conzatti revised edition (first, 1777). This edition is untraced. ‘The Girl Who Became a Nun' is a lengthy 


dall'autore e corretta 


poetic dialogue between a little girl and her father concerning her decision to take the habit 
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6743841 | La Marchese de Los Valientes, ovvero La Dama Cristiana Opera del | Marin, Michel- Florence : Nella 1783 8vo. pp. XV, 364, plus 2 engraved titles; pp. 375, (1), plus 2 engraved titles; pp. 419, (1), plus 2 
R. P. Michel'Angelo Marin dell'Ordine dé Minimi tradotta dall'ldioma | Ange Stamperia di engraved titles. Contemporary vellum. First Italian translation of this curious foray into belles- 
Francese per la prima volta Dedicata all'lllustrissima Signora Pietro Allegrini lettres by an ecclesiastical writer. The scene of this lengthy moralizing romance is set in Spain, 
Francesca Gherardini Priora delle Umili Ancille della SS. Trinita nel and the French original appeared in 1765. This Italian translation was dedicated to Francesca 
nobile Ritiro detto La Quiete Gherardini, Prioress of the ‘Ancille della Santissima Trinita’ in Florence — perhaps feeding the 
overwhelming demand for belles-lettres even among nuns during the Italian Enlightenment 
6743842 | Historie van de Weerdige Moeder S. Anna, Beschryvende haer Born, Antwerp : By [ca. 8vo. 111 pp, (1), with woodcut portrait of St. Anne on title page. Contemporary quarter calf. 
leven en dood, met eenige groote weldaeden, aen haere Dienaers Waltherus, Petrus Josephus 1770] Stamps of the Capuchins of Bruges and of the Bruges priest Edmond Devos. Later, popular 
bewesen. Obergezet uyt het Latijn in onse Nederlandsche Taele, (trans.) Rymers edition of this life of St. Anna. Despite the official condemnation of the first edition for “numerous 
door Waltherus Born, Carthuyser tot Moninkhuysen facts which are not authentic,” this work enjoyed an enduring legacy in Flanders. The present 
edition, as are other undated editions, has been ascribed as 1621 (the date of the original 
approbation by the censor, canon Max. Van Eynatten (d. 1631), stating that "this supplemented 
and, in many instances, improved History of S. Anna may also be very usefully reprinted for 
schools. Actum 19. July 1621"), but all of them appear to be late 18th C imprints. Also, the books 
listed for sale by the printer below the "approbatie" that could be tracked down are all 18th 
century works, the period in which Rymers seems to have been active. 
6743843 | El Triunfo Milagroso de la Omnipotencia, en la Vida, Martyrios, y Vilar, layme Barcelona: Enla | 1697 4to. pp. (16), 248. With woodcut portrait on title page. 18th C calf. First edition. Thecla was an 
Milagros de la Esclarecida Virgen, e Invicta Prothomartyr de las (Vilar, Jaime) Imprenta de early Christian martyr, a devoted follower of Paul who left her fiancée to follow the apostle to 
Mugeres, Santa Tecla Escrivele, y le dedica a la misma Santa el Rafael Figuerd Antioch. In fending off the advances of a would-be rapist there, she committed assault and was 
Padre layme Vilar de la Compajiia de lesus sentenced to be eaten by wild beasts. Highly venerated in the Eastern Church as an ‘apostle’ in 
her own right, and lauded as an exemplary virgin and martyr by the Church Fathers, Thecla was 
decidedly less popular in the Early Modem Period. She was almost unknown outside of Spain, 
where she was considered the patron saint of Tarragona 
6743844 | Il Vero Panegirico Composto in Cielo, ed iscolpito in tavola di Maschi, Catania : nella 1729 4to. pp. 26, (1). Modern boards. Sole edition, composed in praise of St Agatha, patron saint of 
Marmo alle Glorie Della prima Vergine, e Martire della Sicilia S. Lodovico M. Stamp. del Sicily, and published in her hometown of Catania in honor of Lent. A virgin martyr of the early 
Agata Illustre Amazone Catanese. Dispiegato dal P. M. Lodovico (Lodovico Bisagni [...] Church, Agatha died in prison after enduring torture — the most celebrated of which was the 
Maria Maschi Domenicano, Teologo dell'Eminentissimo Cardinal Maria) Presso del slicing off of her breasts 
Lercari Secretario di Stato di Sua Santita Papa Benedetto XIII. Console 


Nell'occasione del secondo Quadragesimale recitato nella Chiesa 
Cattedrale della Citta Chiarissima, e Fedelissima di Catania 
Dedicato al Merito Imparegiabile del Reverendissimo Capitolo. 
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6743845 | Panegyricus divee Catharinge Virgini et Martyri dictus coram de Reutter, Vienna : Typis 1745 Folio. pp. (18). Paper spine. “Bibliotheca Vessprimen’’, i.e. Piarist school in Veszprem, Hungary, 
antiquissimee, ac celeberrimze Universitatis Viennensis, Senatu, Ignatius [von Francisci Andreze 1757. Sole edition. It appears that students at the University of Vienna were fond of delivering 
Populoque Academico, Cum In Metropolitana Divi Stephani Basilica | Reutter, Ignaz] | Kirchberger, ‘theses’ on the virtues of St. Catherine of Alexandria, judging by several publications under 
Inclyta Facultas Philosophica, ejusdem Divee Tutelaris Suze ; de Tinty, Universitatis similar titles in Austrian libraries. The present work was luxuriously printed and dedicated by a 
Annuam Memoriam solenni ritu instauraret. Deferente admodum Antonius L. B. Typographi young nobleman, Tinty, to the infant Archduchess Maria Anna of Austria 
reverendo, perillustri, ac clarissimo domino Ignatio de Reutter, AA. [Tinti, Anton] 
LL. & Philosophiae Doctore, nec non p. t. Inclytee Facultatis 
Philosophicee Decano Spectabili. Oratore Illustrissimo Adolescente 
Antonio L. B. de Tinty, Austriaco Viennensi, Humaniorum Litterarum 
studioso. 

6743846 | Diva Catharina Panegyrica Dictione Celebrata, coram Trilsamb, Vienna : Typis 1735 Folio. pp. (18). Paper spine. “Bibliotheca Vessprimen’”, i.e. Piarist school in Veszprem, Hungary, 
Antiquissimae, ac Celeberrimee Universitatis Viennensis Senatu, Bartholomaeus | Gregorii 1757. Sole edition. One of several 'theses' of students at the University of Vienna on the virtues 
Populéque Academico, Dum In Principe D. Stephani Proto-Martyris | J. Kurtzbock, of St. Catherine of Alexandria. This one is luxuriously printed with a large engraving of the 
Basilica Inclyta Facultas Philosophica, Ejusdem Tutelaris suze (Bartholomaeus | Universitatis dedicatee’s arms 
annuam memoriam solenni ritu obiret. Deferente Reverendissimo, Josephus) ; von | Typogr. 
Perillustri, ac Clarissimo Domino Bartholomeeo Josepho Trilsamb. Aichinger, 
AA. LL. & Philosophize Doctore, SS. Theologize Baccalaureo Ferdinand 
Formato, Proto-Notario Apostolico, Sac. Cees. Regizeque Cathol. 
Majest. Aulze Parocho, & Eccles. Metropol. ad S. Stephanum 
Beneficiato, Nec non Inclytee Facultatis Philosophicee p. t. Decano 
Spectabili. Perorante Preenobili Adolescente Ferdinando ab 
Aichinger, Austriaco Viennensi, Rhetoricee Studioso 

6743847 | Compendio della Vita di S. Savina Tressina, Matrona Lodeggiana. Trissino, Lodi : Per Carlo 1636 8vo. pp. 20. Contemporary vellum. “Leonardo Trissino, 1834” / “Francesco Carmini?”. Sole 
Cavato dal Libro de gli atti di detta Santa latinamente scritti dalR. P. | Gasparo Calderino edition, unrecorded. A highly provincial publication. St. Savina was martyred under the reign of 


D. Gasparo Trissino della Congregatione di Somasca 


Diocletian for having given a proper burial to the bodies of two Roman converts to Christianity. 
The surviving sources on her life were published by a distant descendant, Gaspar Tressino, in 
1626 (Acta S. Savinae Trissinae), itself a very rare book. The present work was published in 
Savina's alleged hometown of Lodi, near Milan, and is a handy vernacular digest of the life of this 
saint, based on Tressino's Acta. This copy also belonged to a further Tressino descendant some 
two centuries later, judging by the ownership inscription 
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6743848 | Storia della Vita di S. Monnica Madre di S. Agostino Vescovo di della Siena : Nella 1757 Ato. pp. (2), XXII, 368. Contemporary boards, rebacked. First edition of this biography of St. 
Bona e Dottore della Chiesa Compilata dall'Opere del suo Figliuolo, | Presentazione, | Stamperia del Monica, mother of St. Augustine. Monica is considered to have been an ethnic Berber, born in 
e€ spezialmente dalle Confessioni E con frequenti osservazioni Arcangelo Pubblico presso modern-day Algeria. “Monica seems to have literally wrestled with God for the soul of her son... 
Teologiche, E Critiche dilucidata Da F. Arcangelo della Francesco Rossi There is no more pathetic story in the annals of the Saints than that of Monica pursuing her 
Presentazione Sacerdote Professo Carmelitano Scalzo Lettore di Stampatore wayward son to Rome, wither he had gone by stealth; when she arrived, he had already gone to 
Teologia, e di Sagra Scrittura Milan, but she followed him. Here she found St. Ambrose and through him she ultimately had the 
joy of seeing Augustine yield, after seventeen years of resistance. Africa claimed them however, 
and they set out on their journey, stopping at Civita Vecchia and at Ostia. Here death overtook 
Monica and the finest pages of his "Confessions" were penned as the result of the emotion 
Augustine then experienced...” (Catholic Encyclopedia) 
6743849 | Vita di S. Patricia Vergine Figlia dell’lmperator Costante E Regio, Paolo ; Naples : Per 1642 4to. pp. (1 blank leaf), (6), 122, (1), plus folding engraved frontispiece. Contemporary vellum. 
Protettrice della Citta, e Regno di Napoli. Descritta gia da Monsignor | Torbizi, Cleonte | Francesco Savio “22222 Anna ?????”, Earlier editions were published in 1590 (Naples, Gioseppe Cacchi) and 
Paolo Regio, Vescovo di Vico Equense, E poi rinovata, & ampliata Stampator della 1633 (Rome, Francesco Corbelletti). Produced at the insistence of the nuns of the Convent of St. 
de Cleonte Torbizi, Ad istanza delle Molto Reveren. Monache del Corte Patricia in Naples. This aristocratic convent had lobbied for Patricia to be appointed as one of 
Monasterio di S. Patricia di Napoli Arcivescovale several patron saints of Naples in 1626. The frontispiece depicts the saint surrounded by 
vignettes of episodes of her life 
6743850 | Les Merveilles de I'Amour Divin par Le Sr. de la Serre Galle, Brussels : Chez [1633] | 4to. pp. (12), 323 [i.e. 327], (1) including added engraved title page and 7 plates. Contemporary 
Historiographe de France. Enrichie des Figures Cornelius Francois Vivien vellum. Belgian monastic stamps. Sole edition, a fresh and broad-margined copy. A devotional 
(engr.) ; Puget | Imprimeur & work on the Passion, curiously dedicated not to the Infanta of Spain, Maria Theresa, but to her 
de la Serre, Libraire lady-in-waiting, ‘Demoiselle d'Arschot’. It is illustrated with seven full-page engravings by 
Jean Cornelius Galle, son of Philip, after the painter and draughtsman Antoine Sallaert. Although they 
cannot be considered proper emblems with mottoes, Praz mentions de la Serre and his 
devotional books passim in Studies in Seventeenth-Century Imagery (Vol Il, p. 133). The 
dedicatee is pictured in the engraved frontispiece as an adolescent girl, already exemplifying the 
virtues of a pious noblewoman. She clutches in one hand a string of prayer beads, while in front 
of her is her own personal altarpiece with a candle and crucifix, and a cloth-covered lectern for 
reading her devotions while kneeling 
6743851 | Vita, Virtl, e Miracoli Principali di S. Patricia Vergine Protettrice Manso, Naples : Con cura | 1741 4to. pp. (8), 138, plus engraved frontispiece. Lacking terminal blank. 19th C quarter calf. Second 
della Citta, e Regno di Napoli, Raccolta dal Cavalier Manzo Giovanni di Niccold Rispoli edition, following the first 130 years earlier (1611). Like the first edition, it was issued “for the 
Napolitano, e stampata nel 1611. ad istanza delle Signore Dame, Battista devotion, and at the cost of the [nuns of St. Patricia in Naples], with specific details of the notable 


Monache del Monastero di S. Patricia di Napoli. Ristampata ora a 
divozione, e spese delle medesime con distinta relazione delle 
Reliquie insigni, che si conservano nella loro Chiesa. Dedicata al 
Glorioso Patriarca S. Giuseppe Protettore del Cennato Monastero 


relics conserved in her church”; the dedication is signed by Maria Giovanna Montoja y Cardona, 
Abbess of the convent 
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6743852 | Vida, y Passion de la Santa Martyr Eudocia, Samaritana, sacadade | Davila, Thomas | Madrid : A costa 1736 4to. pp. (32), 187, (3). Contemporary vellum. Second edition (first, 1699). “In 441 Eudocia fell into 
sus Antiquissimas Actas, Por el P. Fr. Thomas Davila, del Orden de | [de Avila, de D. Pedro disgrace through an unjust suspicion of infidelity with Paulinos, the "Master of the Offices". 
San Agustin. Segunda impression Tomas] Joseph Alonso y Paulinos was murdered and Eudocia banished. In 442 she went back to Jerusalem and lived 
Padilla, Librero de there till her death. She became for a time an ardent Monophysite. In 453 St. Leo | of Rome 
Camara de su wrote to convert her. She then returned to the Catholic Faith... Byzantine history offers few so 
Mag. strange or picturesque stories as that of the little pagan Athenian who, after having been mistress 
of the civilized world, ended her days as an ardent mystic, almost a nun, by the tomb of Christ...” 
(Catholic Encyclopedia) 
6743853 | Vita S. Olivee Virginis, & Martyris Panormitanee. Ex variis Auctoribus | Malatesta, Rome : Typis 1716 8vo. pp. (16), 86, plus engraved frontispiece and 29 [of 37] plates. Modern vellum. Title page 
Desumpta, necnon Distinctis Iconibus novissimé illustrata. Opera, et | Onuphrio Rocchi Bernabo repaired, frontispiece mounted, and one plate with severe loss. First edition. A sumptuous 
labore P. Onuphrii Malatesta a Panormo. Ordinis Minimorum S. publication in honor of this Palerman saint, intended almost as an emblem book. Each of the 35 
Francisci de Paula plates in the text illustrates an episode in the saint's life, elaborated by the facing text; 
unfortunately, only 27 remain here, plus two plans of the mother convent in Sicily 
6743854 | La Vie Admirable de Sainte Euphrosine Vierge, Patrone de I'Abbaye | ['F.S.B.R.B.') | Paris : Chez 1649 12mo. pp. (30), 241, (1), plus 3 cancel leaves bound after prelims, intended to replace existing 
Royalle de Saint Jean de Reaulieu lez Compiegne. Tiree des Claude Huot leaves. Contemporary vellum. Presentation inscription from author (?) dated 1650 on flyleaf. First 
Anciens Autheurs, & Traduite en Francois par un Religieux edition, and a very fresh copy. Similar to the work "Le Triomphe de la Grace sur la Nature dans la 
Benedictin Vie Admirable de I'lllustre Vierge Sainte Euphrosine", and perhaps authored by the same Gabriel 
Brosse? A prose life of Euphrosine is given here, along with an attempt to link the Benedictine 
Convent of Royallieu to the 5th century martyr 
6743855 | Le Triomphe de la Grace sur la Nature dans la Vie Admirable de Brosse, Gabriel | Paris : Chez 1672 Ato. pp. (16), 160. Contemporary calf. Sole edition. An elaborate literary exercise published in 
I'lllustre Vierge Sainte Euphrosine Patronne de I'Abbaye Royale de Frederic Leonard, congratulation of the re-establishment of the Benedictine Rule at the local Abbaye de Royallieu. 
Royal-Lieu lez Compiegne. En Impr. ord. du Roy The work is dedicated to the Queen, and celebrates the life of Euphrosine of Alexandria, who fled 
Vers Francois, divisé en deux livres, et dedié a la Reine. Par le R. an advantageous marriage by dressing as man and establishing herself as an ascetic ina 
P. Dom Gabriel Brosse Religieux Benedictin de la Congregation de monastery. Somehow, Brosse is convinced that the 'patron’ of Royallieu is Euphrosine herself, 
Saint Maur though this is unsubstantiated thus far. 
6743856 | Bréviaire a |'Usage des Religicuses de Sainte Aure approuvé par Paris : Claude 1778 Large 8vo. pp. 28, 734, (1), 8, (2) including 10 pp of music at rear. Contemporary calf. Sole 
Mgr l'archevéque de Paris Simon edition of this breviary for the usage of the Convent of St. Aurora, formerly located near the 


Panthéon in Paris. Born in Syria, Aurora ended up in Paris, where she was appointed the Abbess 
of the newly founded convent of Saint-Martial. This small but very ancient community was 
suppressed and dispersed during the 1789 Revolution. The nuns followed the rule of Aurora’s 
near-contemporary Colomban de Luxeuil, an Irish monk. The 10 pp of music at the rear give a 
general guide to singing the Psalms 
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6743857 | Korte Beschryving van het Leven, den Lof en Grootheden van de Halle : By Detrie- [ca. 8vo. pp. 34, 1 blank. Modern card covers. Dutch child's ownership inscription on final leaf. St 
Koninglyke Princessse de H. Reyneldis, Maegd en Martelaresse. Tomson, boek- 1820?] | Reineldis is venerated as the patron saint of the town of Saintes, in Brabant, but is little-known 
Die gewierd word tot Sancten by Halle in Henegouw den 16 July, durker [sic] en outside of Belgium. The present pamphlet was originally written in French and later published in 
eene bezondere patroonersse, tegen den brand, de peste, en boekverkooper nearby Halle (Belgium). The book celebrates her feast day of July 16, when she was invoked 
andere soorten van kortzen tegen de lammigheyd of geraektyd, “against fires, the plague, and other kinds of fevers, paralysis or strokes, against all sorts of 
tegen alle kwaede zeeren en andere diergelyke kwalen. Dat meer severe pain and other similar ailments. Moreover, the posessed, blind, deaf, those with cripple 
is, de bezetenen, de blinden, dooven en kreupelen in handen of hands and feet, have become aware of her help in their misery." There is another Dutch version 
voeten, hebben van gelyken haere hulp gewaer geworden in hunne of this work which is published in Brussels by Franciscus Claudinot 
ellenden. Uyt het fransch in onze Nederduytsche tael getrouwelyk 
overgezet door A. |. V. B. 

6743858 | Vida, y Novena de la Gloriosa Virgen Sta. Casilda, especialissima Calderon dela | Madrid : Enla 1754 8vo. pp. 154, (32). Contemporary vellum, recased. Second edition (first, 1736) of this highly 
abogada contra todo fluxo de sangre, esterilidad de mugeres, Marca y San Imprenta de embellished life of St Casilda. The daughter of a Muslim king of Toledo, she fled her father for 
caidas, precipicios, y otras enfermedades. Escrita por el Rmo. P.M. | Martin, Antonio Perez de Iberia where she took up Christianity and led a hermetic life. Although rarely invoked today for 
Fr. Bemardo Calderon de la Barca y San Martin, Lector Jubilado, Bernardo Soto this cause, she is advertised on the title page for what must have been a female readership as 
Regente de los Estudios, y Ministro de su Real Convento de la “especially called upon for all disorders of blood, sterility of women, and falls” 

Santissima Trinidad, Redempcion de Cautivos de la Ciudad de 
Burgos. Sale a Luz a Devocion de una Sefiora especial Devota de 
la Santa. 

6743859 | Acta S. Godelevee V. et M. Patronee Ghistellensium. Collegit, Sollerius, Antwerp : Apud 1720 4to. pp. (24), 354, (16), plus 2 engraved folding plates. With half-page engraved vignette on title 
digessit, illustravit Joannes Baptista Sollerius Societatis Jesu Joannes B. Jacobum du page of St Godelieve of Gistel. Contemporary calf, rebacked. “Aug[ustus?] van den Broeck”. Sole 
Theologus (Joannes Moulin edition. Desirous of becoming a nun, the beautiful young Godelieve was instead forced into 

Baptista) [du marriage with a nobleman. Forced to live in brutal conditions following her marriage, she fled the 
Sollier, Jean B. marital home. Incensed, her husband ordered her strangled. The Vita Godelieve was written by 
(Jean Baptiste)] the monk Drogo about 10 years after her death 

6743860 | D. Francisci Baronii De Diva Rosalia Carmen. Ad Illustrissimum D. Baronio, Palermo : Ex 1630 4to. pp. (8) including engraved frontispiece, 91, (1). Contemporary vellum. Sole edition of this 
Don Marium Gambacurta Marchionem Mottee Praetorem. Don Francisco Typographia Decii curious panegyric celebrating the life of St. Rosalia, the patron saint of Palermo. The author was 
loannem Roxas, D. loseph Antonium Ballo Baronem Calattuvo, Cyrilli [...] Imp. de forced to resign from the Jesuit order in 1625, and the present work was one of several 
Lancellottum Castelli Baronem Gruttaliaru, D. Franciscum Rossel, la Riha V. G. attempting to re-establish his reputation among the Palerman nobility 


Cap. Martinum de Pinedo, D. Vincentium Gambacurta Senatores 
PPQ.CC. 
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6743861 


Oracion Panegirica, de los Dolores de Maria Santissima, predicada 
a su Congregacion de Sefioras, siendo Priora de ella la 
Excelentissima Sefiora Dofia Ana Maria de Benavides, y Aragon, 
Marquesa de Aytona, &c. Dixola. El Rmo. P. M. Fr. Don Geronimo 
de Vidal Monge Cisterciense, Doctor en Sagrada Theologia, 
Cathedratico de Escritura en la Universidad de Huesca, Calificador 
del Santo Oficio, Examinador Synodal del Arcobispado de 
Tarragona, y Obispado de Barcelona, Abad que fue del Real 
Monasterio de Santas Cruzes, &c. Sacala a Luz. el Doctor Martin 
Padro, y Serrals; y la Dedica. a la Exma. Sefiora Dofia Ana Maria 
de Benavides, y Aragon, Marquesa de Aytona, Condesa de Osona, 
Medellin, &c 


De Vidal, 
Geronimo ; 
Padro, Martin 


Barcelona : por 
Joseph Llopis 


1705 


4to. pp. (2), 24, (2), 28. Modern marbled boards. Sole edition. A sermon delivered to a 
congregation of nuns of headed by Ana Maria de Benavides, a noblewoman who evidently 
merited the printing and dedication of the work. The sermon was delivered by a the Bishop of 
Barcelona, a Cistercian, though we have been unable to trace the affiliation of Dofia Ana Maria's 
congregation. This copy includes 24 pp of additional text of a further sermon 


6743862 


La Pellegrina Amante, discorso Panegirico in Lode della Verginella 
Santa Rosalia Sinibaldi Palermitana, Detto nella Metropolitana 
Chiesa della Citta di Bologna Alli 26. di Marzo di quest'Anno 1674. 
Dal P. F. Felice Bonafede Siciliano della Citta di Palermo dell'Ordine 
Carmelitano di Nostra Signora Santa Maria delle Gratie dell'Instituto 
della Provincia di Monte Santo, Consultore del Sant'Officio nel 
Regno di Sicilia, e Predicatore nella sudetta Metropolitana, E dal 
medesimo Consecrato Al Molto R. P. e Padron ORervandissimo II 
P. Paolo Sangetta Panormitano, Prefetto de'Chierici Regolari 
Ministri deg|'Infermi di S. Gregrio, e Lettore Publico in Bologna nella 
Catedra di Teologia Morale 


Bonafede, 
Felice 


Bologna : per 
Gioseffo Longhi 


1674 


4to. pp. (4), 30, (1). Modern boards. Sole edition. Unlike many other works, the present sermon 
evinces devotion of St Rosalia outside of her native Sicily, in this case in the ‘City Church of 
Bologna’ as preached by a Palerman cleric 


6743863 


La Donna Alata del Deserto Prevista dall'Estatico in Patmos al Cap. 
12. di sue visioni. Panegirico Sacro Alle Glorie di S. Rosalia Vergine 
Penitente Romita Palermitana Recitato nel Real Tempio di S. 
Domenico di Palermo. Dal M. R. P. Maestro Fr. Paolo Vincenzo 
Bezzi da Ravenna. Predicatore della medesima Chiesa nel suo 
corso Quaresimale, quest'Anno 1688 


Bezzi, Paolo V. 
(Paolo 
Vincenzo) 


Palermo : Per 
Tomaso Romolo. 
Impr. Vanni V. G. 
Impr. Ramundetta 
R. P. 


1688 


4to. pp. 28. Modern boards. Sole edition, celebrating St Rosalia in her hometown of Palermo in 
honor of Lent 


6743864 


Vida, y Milagros de Santa Rosalia Virgen, que saca a luz El M. R. 
P. M. Fray Juan de San Bernardo, Lector Jubilado, Calificador del 
Santo Oficio, Examinador Synodal del Arzobispado de Sevilla, &c. 
del Orden de San Francisco 


de San 
Bernardo, Juan 


Barcelona : Por 
Thomas Piferrer, 
Impresor del Rey 
nuestro Sefior 


[ca. 
1774?) 


8vo. pp. 243. 19th century calf. Later edition (first, 16897). A very popular work which enjoyed 
numerous editions — all of which are rare in census 


6743865 


Abregé de la Vie Sainte Genevieve Patrone des Febricitans; Avec 
les Indulgences accordées a la Confrerie érigée sous son nom en 
'Eglise Saint André a Liége, & quelques petites Priéres 


Liege : Chez Jean 
Bertrand, Impr. de 
S.M. I. 


[ca. 
16807] 


12mo. pp. 44. Old wrappers. Sole edition, unrecorded. A charming little production invoking St. 
Genevieve against the plague (and other fevers’), and giving an outline of the Confraternity 
erected in her honor in Liege. It includes a summary of Genevieve's life in eight chapters, from 
her birth up to the miracles that took place at her tomb, some prayers to the Saint, and a 
translation of the indulgences granted to the Confraternity by Pope Innocent XI 
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6743866 | Het Leven van de Heylighe Nederlantsche Susanna ofte Genoveva, | de Ceriziers, Antwerp : Petrus 1770 8vo. pp. (16), 223, (1), with woodcut vignette of Genevieve and Siegfried on title page. 
Huys-Vrouwe van den Doorluchtighsten Palatyn Sifridus. Vol van Renatus [de Josephus Rymers Contemporary calf. Later edition (first, 1645, under a slightly different title, other e.g. 1694 and 
godtvrugtige Leeringe om te bewysen de wondere Goddelyke Cerisiers, 1758) of this account of Genevieve of Brabant, accused of adultery but eventually vindicated by 
voorsigtigheyt, seer nut voor alle Staeten. Gemaekt in 't Fransch René] ; van den her husband, Siegfried. The story gained a newfound religious significance as the subject of the 
door den Eerw. P. Renatus de Ceriziers, en vertaelt in 't Nederduyts | Houcke, Jesuit René de Cerisiers’ L'Innocence reconnue, ou vie de Sainte Genevieve de Brabant (1638), 
door den Eerw. P. Carolus van den Houcke, Priesters der Societeyt | Carolus (trans.) which served to popularize the forgotten medieval legend. Here, Genevieve’s Brabant ancestry is 
Jesu highlighted for a Flemish audience, translated by a Flemish Jesuit 

6743867 | S. Catharina V. Filia S. Birgit [Low Countries or | [19th Copperplate, 130 x 90 mm to platemarks. Use untraced. Depicting St. Catherine of Sweden. 

Germany?] C?] Following the Reformation in Sweden, Catherine like her mother St. Bridget was dismissed as 
‘crazy’; she was infrequently venerated in other European countries. Here she is depicted holding 
across and a bunch of lilies; at her side in a small deer, “said to have come to her aid when 
unchaste youths sought to ensnare her” (Catholic Encyclopedia) 

6743868 | Vita et Doctrina B. Catharines Adornee Genvensis, Seraphicee Thanner, Freiburg : 1626 8vo. pp. (16) including blank a8, 411, (9). 19th century quarter calf. “Joa. Michaelis Maurer” / 
Amatricis Dei. Eiusdem duo insignes Tractatus. |. Dialogus inter Matthias Theodorus Jesuit library, (‘Annulé’). First edition of this translation by the Carthusian Matthias Tanner of the 
Animam, Corpus, Amorem proprium, Spiritum, Humanitatem ac D. [Tanner, Meyerus life of Catherine of Genoa, presumably translated from the Italian of her spiritual confessor, 
Deum. II. De Purgatorio. Ex Italico in Latinum Transtulit F. Matthias | Matthias] Antonio Marabotto. In his preface Tanner comments that the life of Catherine as well as her two 
Thanner Cartusize Friburgensis Alumnus. (trans.) original works included here (“Dialogues on the Soul and the Body” and “Treatise on Purgatory”) 

have hitherto been unavailable in Germany 

6743870 | B. Caterina di Genova Fiesca neg’ Adorni. Illlustrata del P. Giacinto | Parpera, Genoa : Nella 1682 4to. pp. (10), 358, (1) terminal blank, plus added engraved portrait (unrecorded in other copies). 
Parpera Della Congregatione dell'Oratorio. Distinta in tré parti |. Giacinto Stamparia di Contemporary vellum. Ex-libris of the Jesuit College of Genoa. First edition of Parpera’s 
Encomii della Santita, e Dottrina della Beata Caterina, con la Giuseppe Bottari biography of Catherine, part of a concerted attempt to introduce her canonization backed by 
Contracifra dell'Enigmi Mistici, e lume per discuelare le Mistiche Louis XIV of France and the King of Spain. The Catholic Encylopedia considers Parpera’s the 
Oscurita. Il. Indice delle Dottrine Spirituali della Beata, che riesce best discussion of Catherine’s doctrines 
un'Anatomia dello suo Spirito, e compendio della Mistica Teologia. 

Ill. Dichiarationi di molte parole particolari, che recano Documenti 
molt' importanti di Spirito 

6743871 | Vida de Sta. Catalina de Genova, con un Breve Compendio, y Maineri, Seville : en la 1738 4to. pp. (8), 144, (24), extra-illustrated with engraved portrait. Contemporary vellum. Sole edition 
explicacion del Tratado del Purgatorio, y del Dialogo, compuestos Alexandro Imprenta Real de of this Spanish translation of the Italian original (1737). A lovely copy, interestingly bound in with 
por la misma Santa. Escrita en el Idioma Italiano por el P. Alexandro | [Maineri, Don Diego Lopez an additional engraved portrait of the saint signed by Zucchi in Venice — which must have been 
Maineri, de la Compafiia de Jesus. Y Traducida a el Espafiol por Alessandro] de Haro shipped over or otherwise obtained by its Spanish reader. This is a useful digest of Catherine's 
otro Padre de la misma Compafiia life and principal works, for the reader who may not have wished to delve into them herself. 

6743872 | Vita Mirabile, e Dottrina Celeste di Santa Caterina Fiesca Adorna da | Marabotto, Padua: Appresso | 1743 2 vols in 2. 8vo. pp. xvi, 256; pp. (2), 259-514, (6), plus engraved portrait in Vol 1. Contemporary 
Genova; scritta gia da Cattaneo Marabotto, Confessore della Cattaneo ; Giuseppe Comino quarter calf. Ex libris Seton Hill College (PA), confirmed dispersal. Later edition. This neatly- 
suddetta, e da Ettore Vernazza, spirituale di lei Figliuolo: insieme col | Vernazza, printed edition, replete with a new frontispiece by Zucchi, followed Caterina's canonization in 
Trattato del Purgatorio, e col Dialogo della Santa. II tutto nella Ettore 1737. It claims to have updated the original language of Marabotto and Vernazza 


presente Impressione con somma diligenza ricorretto, e alla 
moderna ortografia ridotto 


(contemporaries of Caterina) to 'modern orthography’. Volume 2 contains a translation of 
Caterina's Trattato del Purgatorio as well as her Dialogo 
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6743873 | Le Pelerinage de deux Soeurs Colombelle et Volontairette vers leur | A Bolswert, Liege ; [et se vend | [ca. 8vo. pp. lv, 272, (8), plus engraved title and 26 plates. Contemporary calf. Later edition. The first 
Bien aimé dans la Cité de Jerusalem mis au jour par Boetius A Boetius [a a] Lille : Chez 1750?] | edition of this book of the renowned Frisian-Brabantian engraver Bolswert appeared in Dutch in 
Bolswert Bolswert, Jacquéz lib[rai]re 1627 as 'Duyfkens ende Willemynkens pelgrimagie tot haren beminden binnen Jerusalem. Haer- 
Boétius A. lieder tegenspoet, belet en eynde’. This much-read Catholic devotional book was republished 
(Boétius several times (e.g., in 1631, 1636,1637, 1638, 1641, 1656) and was first translated into French in 
Adamszoon) ; a 1636. It is a moralizing tale of two sisters who embark on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, but 
Bolswert, Bote encounter all of the evils of the world along the way. They partake in dressing fashionably, 
A. (Bote watching comedians, mistreat servants, attempt to get rich through magic, and so on. The work is 
Adamszoon) ] dedcated here to all “Trés-Vertueuses Demoiselles” 
6743874 | Susanna Divotamente Considerata, e sono Ragionamenti Spirituali | Gagliardi, Milan : Nella 1687 4to. pp. (16), 326, (1). Modern paper wrappers. "Del Fr. Carlo Francesco P?????, 1749". Sole 
Sopra |’Historia della Casta Susanna Matrona Ebrea, Descritta dal Antonio Regia Ducal edition of this curious, lengthy treatise on Susanna (Shoshana), the heroine of an apocryphal 
Profeta Daniele al Cap. 13 Esposti a publico beneficio de’ Divoti Corte, per ‘addition’ to the Book of Daniel not recognized by Jews or Protestants. The author attempts to 
Lettori, e Sacri Dicitori; ad instanza de’ quali s'addattano li Marc'Antonio draw lessons from the life of Susanna, who was molested while bathing nude in her garden by 
Ragionamenti alli Vangeli della Quaresima. Dal Padre Maestro F. Pandolfo two elderly men who threatened to report her for adultery if she refused to have sex with them 
Antonio Gagliardi dell Ordine Erem. di S. Agostino. Dedicata, e Malatesta, 
Consagrata al Merito Singolarissimo del Revermo. Padre Don Stampator Reg. 
Giovanni Abbiati Degnissimo Priore Dell'Insigne Reg., e Duc. Cam. 
Monastero della Certosa Presso Pavia, Visitatore Vigilantissimo 
della Sua Religione nella Provincia di Lombardia, e Vicario del 
Tribunale della Santissima Inquisizione nello Stesso Monastero 
6743875 | Dialogo Spirituale molto utile del Reverendo Bonsignore Cacciaguerra, Venice : Per 1564 8vo. ff. 111, (2). With full-page woodcut on verso of title. Second edition (a re-issue of the first, 
Cacciaguerra, con la Vita d'una Devota Vergine sua figliuola Bonsignore Giovanmaria 1563). Felice was an unaffiliated mystic. Following the example of St Francis, she led an itinerant 
spirituale. Et una lettera sopra la frequentia della santissima Viotto lifestyle, wandering barefoot with only the roughest of clothing and eating only the poorest foods. 
Communione. Nuovamente Posto in Luce. Con privilegio del Sources on her are very few. She died at the age of 26. The earliest Vita of Felice of Barbarano 
Sommo Pontefice Pio Illl. & della Illustriss. Signoria di Vinegia, & is included here with a divisional title as ff 77-96. It is couched as a letter to a nun, Isaballa di 
d'altri Prencipi. Capua, and is one of the primary sources for the life of this wandering female ascetic. Bound with 
a separate letter to a ‘Madonna Prudentia’ on the benefits of frequent communion (Bonsignore 
Cacciaguerra, Lettere Spirituali, del reverendo Bonsignore Cacciaguerra. Scritte a pil persone 
sopra diverse materie molto utili. Nuovamente poste in luce. Con Privilegio di N. S. Papa Pio Ill. 
dell'lllustrissimo Senato Veneto, & d'altri Principi. Venice, Per Giovanmaria Viotto, 1563). 
6743876 | Vita di Elisabetta Bonsi Capponi, Nobile Matrona Fiorentina scritta Castaldo, Florence : Per il 1624 4to. pp. (16), 164, (2), plus engraved title page and engraved portrait. 18th century vellum. “Ad 
dal P. Don Gio. Batista Castaldo Cherico Regolare suo ultimo Giovanni B. Cecconcelli uso di donna Signora Caterina Angelica” ... “Appartenente al Monastero di S. Benedetto”. Sole 
Confessore (Giovanni edition. Inspired by a vision of the Virgin Mary on Christmas Eve, 1602, Bonsi arranged for the 
Batista) installation of a chapel dedicated to the Nativity in the right transept of the Theatine Church of 
San Michele in 1610 
6743877 | Leven ende Deughden vande Weerdighe Agnes van Heilsbagh, [Huysmans, Antwerp : By 1691 4to. pp. 336, (8), plus engraved portrait. 19th century quarter calf, rebacked. “Cornelius van 
gheestelycke Dochter Onder de bestieringhe der Societeyt lesu Daniél] Michiel Knobbaert Bompacy (?), 1807”. Sole edition. Agnes was a secular virgin under the care of a spiritual director 


Door eenen Priester der selve Societeyt 


—a situation which the non-cloistered, single-sex Jesuits favored for directly ministering to 
women. She demonstrated great piety especially in preserving her chastity as a lay maid, in more 
than one instance fending off would-be suitors with her fists, as related in the present biography - 
apparently the sole printed source on her life 
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6743878 | Idée de la Veritable Pieté, en la Vie, Vertus, & Ecrits de Demoiselle | du Saint- Lyon : Chez 1669 Ato. pp. (20), 188, (8). Contemporary calf. Sole edition. The sole biography of Marguerite Pignier, 
Marguerite Pignier. Femme de feu Noble Claude Aynard Romanet Sacrement, Claude Bourgeat, a secular laywoman who nevertheless demonstrated extreme piety and suffered greatly from a 
Advocat au Souverain Senat de Savoye: Par le R. P. Paul du S. Paul Marchand Libraire terminal illness. The second half of the book is taken up by her own ‘spiritual writings’. 
Sacrement, Carme Deschaué, & Definiteur Provincial de la 
Province de Sainte Therese 
6743879 | L'ldée d'une Vierge Chrestienne consacrée aux Oeuvres de Charité, | [Le Roy, Liege ; [Etse vend | 1684 12mo. pp. (12), 579, (7). Contemporary calf. First edition of the first biography of Dampierre. Her 
dans la Vie de Mademoiselle Marie Anne Du Val de Dampierre Guillaume] a] Brussels : Chez life was hardly one of adversity: raised by a loving, noble family, her father was wealthy and her 
Lambert mother was pious. Marie-Anne never entered a convent but was known for her charity: she was 
Marchant, Libraire assiduous in her ministry even to heretics, like the wounded Dutch prisoners of war held at 
Chalons whom she tended to in 1674. However, following the death of one of these prisoners 
she was taken violently ill, and died in agony in the same year 
6743880 | La Vie de Madame de Miramion [de Choisy, Paris : Chez 1706 4to. pp. (8), 261, (5), plus engraved portrait. Contemporary calf. “[C]e livre est du monastere de 
Francois- Antoine Dezallier la Visitation Ste Marie de Paris”. First edition. A lavish production celebrating the life of this 
Timoléon] laywoman. Following the miraculous recoveries of herself and her child from smallpox, the 
widowed Miramion turned to religion and went on to found a ‘teaching order’, the Daughters of St. 
Genevieve, as well as an orphanage and and refuge for abandoned girls 
6743881 | La Vie de Madame Helyot. Quatriéme edition. Revué & corrigée [Crasset, Jean] | Paris: NicolasLe | 1700 4to. (54), 386 pp, plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary calf. “A Madame De Roquetoire 
Clerc 1760”. This biography was first published in 1683. The title page of the present publication 
erroneously states that this is the fourth edition, ‘revised and corrected since already in 1693, the 
Lyonese publisher Claude Rey put the book in print for the fourth time. All early editions are rare. 
Helyot was the wife of an equally pious nobleman, but managed to establish a reputation as a 
mystic, attributed with healing powers and prophecies. As a laywoman, she enjoyed the support 
of her Jesuit confessor, Jean Crasset, who authored the present work 
6743882 | Vita della Serva di Dio Sulpizia Lazzari, Vergine Secolare di Citta di | Galluzzi, Rome : Nella 1730 4to. pp. (16), 124, plus engraved portrait. Contemporary vellum. “Della Florida Maffei, Vedova 
Castello, Descritta da Francesco Maria Galluzzi della Compagnia di | Francesco M. Stamperia di San Berioli...1828”. Sole edition. Sulpizia Lazzari was a laywoman under the spiritual direction of a 
Giesu, e dedicata All'lllustriss., e Reverendiss. Signore, Monsignor (Francesco Michele a Ripa Jesuit. The present work focuses not only on her pious life, but on the ceremonies to honor her 
Fr. Bartolomeo Ruspoli Protonotario Apostolico del Numero de' Maria) immediately following her death in 1717. The ownership inscription on the title of “Donna Florida 
Partecipanti, e Segratario della Sacra Congregazione de Maffei, widow Berlioli”, gives a good indication of the work's audience: secular laywomen reading 
Propaganda Fide about secular laywomen 
6743883 | Istoria della Vita di Bianca Teresa Massei Buonvisi, Descritta da Bonucci, Anton | Rome : Nella 1716 4to. pp. (14), 202, (3), (1 terminal blank), plus full-page engraved portrait, and with engraved 
Anton Maria Bonucci Della Compagnia di Giesu; Con una Raccolta | M. (Anton Stamperia del papal arms on title page, etc. “Margherita Caterina del ????, 1777”; “Di Gio. Antonio Tomei, 
d’alcune Lettere spirituali della medesima Serva di Dio Maria) Bernabo 1784”. First edition. Probably the only contemporary printed source recorded on the life of Bianca 


Teresa Bonvisi (1654-1714), an Italian noblewoman drawn to religion following the deaths of her 
children. In the engraving Bonvisi is depicted in a plain, nun-like habit simply holding a large 
crucifix, in order to stress her abnegation of wealth and property. The caption beneath the portrait 
celebrates her service to the poor 
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6743884 | Adelaide de Witsbury. Ou la Pieuse Pensionnaire. Avec sa Retraite | Marin, Michel- Avignon : Chez 1749 8vo. pp. ix, (3), 420. Contemporary calf. “Ce livre apartien aux religieuse hospitalliere de Macon, 
Spirituelle de huit jours. Par le R. P. Michel-Ange Marin, Religieux Ange Alexandre Giroud, 1782”. ‘Third edition, revised and corrected”. An early edition of this popular but poorly-recorded 
Minime. Troisiéme Edition, revué & corrigée seul Imprimeur de didactic work. Marin’s Vie de Adelaide seems to blur the boundaries of female hagiography and 
Sa Sainteté moralizing fiction: although purporting to be a real historical character, Adelaide (and the 
‘Monastery of St Eugenia in Valladolid’) seem to have been completely made up by the French 
author in order to edify his readership. He even claims that his account of her life does not 
contradict Urban VIII’s decree against proclaiming miracles without official recognition 
6743885 | [Manuscript discussing the inheritance left by Bianca Teresa Massei [1728- | ff. (1). Discussing the inheritance left by Bianca Teresa Massei Bonvisi (1654-1714), an Italian 
Bonvisi to the Ospedale della Carita di Lucca] 11-03?] | noblewoman drawn to religion following the deaths of her children. Bonvisi was a wealthy widow 
who sponsored her own hospital. This manuscript relates to the years 1726-1728, with notes on 
the wealth left to the Ospedale della Carita di Lucca. 
6743886 | Vie de Madame La Fosse, guérie miraculeusement le 31 Mai 1725 [Laurent (Pére, | [Paris : Jacques- 1769 8vo. pp. xvi, 212, plus engraved portrait. Contemporary marbled wrappers. Sole edition. On 31st 
a la Procession du Saint Sacrement de la Paroisse Sainte de l'Oratoire)] Hubert Butard] May, 1725 Anne Charlier Lafosse, the wife of a cabinetmaker from Saint-Antoine, was cured of 
Marguerite paralysis and haemorrhaging during a procession of the Holy Sacrament. This miracle piqued the 
interest of a young Voltaire, who went to visit Madame Lafosse. To his surprise, the visit was 
later held up by Cardinal Noaeilles in his defence of the miracle. Her life is followed here by an 
80-page defense of miracles by the anonymous author, against the skepticism of the philosophes 
of his age. This appears to be the only published portrait of Madame Lafosse 
6743887 | Ragguaglio delle Virtuose Azioni di Donna Costanza Maria Mattei [Mazzolari, Rome : Per 1758 8vo. pp. 256 plus engraved portrait. Contemporary vellum. Sole edition of this biography of a 
Caffarelli, Duchessa d'Asergio Diretto a S. E. D. Maria Eleonora Giuseppe M. Giovanni noblewoman presenting exceptionally pious behaviour. The family seems to have been very 
Caffarelli Pallavicino Principessa di Civitella (Giuseppe Generoso powerful indeed, and the biography was dedicated to Costanza's daughter Maria Eleonora, 
Maria)] Salomoni Princess of Civitella Roveto. The speed with which this Vita was prepared for the press is quite 
breathtaking: Costanza died on February 8th, 1758, and the censor’s license for the completed 
book is dated September 8th of the same year 
6743888 | Images des Fondatrices, Reformatices ou principales Religieuses Van Lochom, Paris : Chez 1639 Small folio. pp. 7, (1), 14, (1 integral blank), engraved title and 88 numbered engraved plates. 
de tous les Ordres de l’Eglise. Dediées 4 Madame la Duchesse Michel (engr.) Michel Van Modern calf. Sole edition. The present copy is the second book in a Sammelband. It has a 


d’Aiguillon 


Lochom, Graveur, 
& Imprimeur du 
Roy pour les 
Tailles-douces 


beautiful suite of plates illustrating the female founders of religious orders, from Roman times 
until the present day. Each woman is depicted, generally alongside distinctive symbols of her 
piety, with a caption outlining her order's foundation. Although the ‘Table des Images’ calls for 
only 87 plates, Plate 88 is present here celebrating Claudia de Moy, founder of the Canonesses 
of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem in 1627 — perhaps a last-minute addition to the suite? Bound 
with another book (Loys Beurier. Sommaire des Vies des Fondateurs et Reformateurs des 
Ordres Religieux, Avec leur Institution & Reformation. Enrichies de leurs Pourtraicts en Taille 
douce. Par le R. P. Loys Beurier, Religieux Profez des Celestins de Paris. Paris, Vefve G. le 
Noir, 1635). 
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6743889 | Treur-Tooneel der Doorluchtige Vrouwen, of op en Ondergang der van Zanten, Amsterdam : By 1699 Ato. pp. (16), 192; pp. (4), 128; (4), 159; pp. (4), 198, plus engraved title and 12 engraved plates 
Vorstinnen, En andere Beruchte Vrouwelijke Personagien: Laurens ; Jan ten Hoorn, by Jan Luyken. Contemporary boards, rebacked. First edition. A sensational illustrated 
Behelzende een kort en bondig verhaal, van't jammerlijk en Ellendig | Luyken, Jan boekverkooper compendium of women who 'met unfortunate ends' - most of them within a religious setting. 
Eynde der voornaamste, en Treffelykste Vrouwen. Beginnende met | (engr.) Among the subjects we find three of Henry VIII's wives; Martin Luther's wife; ‘Magdalena of 
de Assyrische Monarchie, en vervolgende tot aan het Eynde deser Japan’; Pope Joan; and hundreds of other lesser-known women from ancient times to the 17th 
Eeuwe. Uit veele geloofwaardige Schrijvers, en verscheidene century 
Taalen, met groote moeite by een versameld, Door Laurens van 
Zanten, Met curieuse Figuuren, (door J. Luyken gemaakt) versiert 

6743890 | J. v. Vondels Brieven Der Heilige Maegden, Martelaressen. Vicit Iter | van den Amsterdam : By 1721 4to. pp. (8), 76, including engraved vignette on title page and 12 portraits in text. Contemporary 
Durum Pietas Vondel, Joost de Weduwe calf. Ex-librises of various Nijmegen seminaries. Second edition, printed by a woman. The 

Barent Visser, popular writer Vondel combines devotion with literature in the form of fictional, poetic letters from 

boekverkoopster celebrated female saints. This work is the first book ina Sammelband and is bound with E. G. de 
Saluste ; Joost Van den Vondel (trans.). De Vaderen, ofte het tweede deel vande derde dagh der 
tweeder weke, vervatende Abrahams Offerhande. Ghedicht by wylen den E. G. de Saluste, 
Heere van Bartas, De Phoenix vande Fransche Poéten. Ende nu wt het Fransch in Nederlandts 
vertaelt Door J. van Vondelen, Leiden, Jan vander Deyster, Boekverkooper, 1722. 

6743891 | Vite di Sante Donne estratte dalle due Raccolte delle Vite de’ Santi Massini, Carlo Rome : Nella 1769 Ato. pp. (12), CXIl, 510, (2). Contemporary calf. Sole edition of this compendium of female saints’ 
pubblicate da Carlo Massini della congregaz. dell'Oratorio di Roma. Stamperia di lives, taken from Massini’s 13-volume Vite de’ Santi (1763) 

Si premette la vita della Santissima Vergine Maria Madre di Dio Marco Pagliarini 

6743892 | Trawr- und Klag-Gedichte Uber den frilhezeitigen doch seeligen Stralsund : [1659] | 4to. pp. (8). Marbled paper spine. Unrecorded. This touching publication is a poetical tribute to 
Hintritt der Weyland, Viel Ehr- und Tugendreichen Jungfrawen Gedruckt [...] the daughter of a nobleman. The girl apparently died at a young age and is celebrated 
Christina Quilowen. Als dero entseeleter Corper den 23. Decembr. durch Michael specifically for her piety - an unusual angle in a strictly Lutheran community like Stralsund (in 
Anno 1659. bey Volckreicher Versamlung in St. Nicolai Kirchen in Meder Swedish Pomerania). The contributions come from ‘good parishioners and friends’ and include, 


Stralsund beygesetzet worden. Auffgesetzet Von guten Gonnern 
und Freunden 


for example, a poem on ‘the jubilant celebrations in Heaven for the deceased girl’ 
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6743893 


A Lady's Religion: in a Letter To the Honourable My Lady Howard. 
The Second Edition. To which is added, A Second Letter to the 
same Lady, concerning the Import of Fear in Religion. By a Divine of 
the Church of England 


[Stephens, 
William or 
Toland, John?] 


London : Printed 
for A. and J. 
Churchill 


1704 


12mo. pp. (24), 91, (5). Contemporary calf. Second — and highly important - edition of this curious 
private devotional guide aimed at women, marked by a strongly anti-clerical bent. Justin 
Champion (Republican Learning, p. 53), regards A Lady's Religion as no less than a feminist 
tract affirming that women have an equal faculty for rational religion. According to Champion, the 
first edition of the book was condemned by a Grand Jury in Middlesex in 1697 and ordered to be 
suppressed. The first edition is thus extremely rare (5 copies in ESTC). A second, lengthier letter 
(pp. 39-91) was added to the present work, expanding on the themes of the first in even stronger 
language: “whosoever shall endeavour to assert any low, self-designing Opinion from Holy Writ, 
is the greatest Enemy thereunto”, etc.; while preachers’ interpretations of scripture are likened to 
“a Mill-stone hung upon the Book of God”. According to Sarah Apetrei's recent study, the present 
work is in fact the missing link between the Enlightenment freethinker John Toland and the ‘first 
English feminist’, Mary Astell (d. 1731). Apetrei suggests that Toland was the anonymous author 
of at least the preface to the present work; Astell's own important guide to religion from a 
woman's perspective (1705) was composed in response to it. “It was the Preface to the second 
edition of A Lady's Religion that really needled Astell, in which the letter's French translator, 
Pierre Coste, interpreted the essay as an attempt to accommodate Christianity 'to the reach of 
the meanest Capacity’ - namely, Female Reason. Astell bridled at these words...” (p. 124). Pierre 
Coste, the translator of this work in to French in 1698 identifies the author as Mr. Stephen's in a 
footnote, possibly either Edward or William Stephens. Apetrei suggests Toland's friend William 
Stephens as another possible 'undoubtedly Deist' author of the present work. 


6743894 


La Religion des Dames, Par un Théologien de |’Eglise Anglicane. 
Traduit de l’Anglois 


[Coste, Pierre 
(trans.)]. 


Amsterdam : Chez 
Antoine Schelte, 
Marchand Libraire 


1698 


12mo. pp. (36), 152, (3). Contemporary calf. The present copy is the second book ina 
Sammelband. “G. J. Tacheron”. Sole edition of this important French translation of 'A Lady's 
Religion: in a Letter to the Honourable My Lady Howard’. Pierre Coste, friend and translator of 
John Locke, was resident in England at the time; it was his preface to the present work which 
raised the hackles of Mary Astell. This book is bound with 3 other French works for young people 
(L'Education des filles. Nouvelle Edition. Geneva, Vincent Miege, 1700 ; Joachim de La 
Chétardie. Instructions pour un jeune signeur, ou l'idee d'un galant homme. Par Mr. de la 
Chetardye. The Hague, Guillaume de Voys, 1721 ; [Edmé Boursault]. Les Fables d' Esope, 
Comedie. Paris, 1691). 


6743895 


Adelaide de Witsbury, ou la Pieuse Pensionnaire. Avec sa Retraite 
Spirituelle de huit jours. Par le R. P. Michel-Ange Marin, Religieux 
Minime. Cinquieme Edition, revue & corrigée 


Marin, Michel- 
Ange 


Avignon : Chez 
Alexandre Giroud, 
seul Imprimeur de 
Sa Sainteté 


1763 


8vo. pp. x, (2), 420. Contemporary calf. With dozens of different girls' names on title page and 
rear endpaper. Crude repairs to leaf Kk1. “Fifth edition, revised and corrected”. Marin’s Vie de 
Adelaide seems to blur the boundaries of female hagiography and moralizing fiction: although 
purporting to be a real historical character, Adelaide (and the ‘Monastery of St Eugenia in 
Valladolid’) seem to have been completely made up by the French author in order to edify his 
readership. He even claims that his account of her life does not contradict Urban VIII's decree 
against proclaiming miracles without official recognition. A charming copy, bearing the names of 
a dozen or so girl on the rear endpaper, illustrating how such texts might have been passed from 
one reader to the next 
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6743896 | Die Psalmen Davids, Nach Frantzdsischer Melodey in Teutsche Lobwasser, Marburg: Joh. 1723 12mo. pp. 237, (3) including woodcut frontispiece. Contemporary blind-tooled vellum finished in 
Reimen gebracht, Durch D. Ambrosium Lobwasser, Wie auch D. Ambrosius Heinrich Stocks, handcolor, depicting floral arrangements and a Cor Jesu on both covers with the motto ‘Das 
Martin Luthers, und anderer Gottseeliger Lehrer Alte und Neue Fufstl. Hess. [H]ertze mein, Soll dir allein, Ergeben Seyn / Sjn Get[reu?] und Spilet, In Euren, Hertzen’ [My 
Geistreiche Gesange und Neanders Bundes-Liedern. Nebst. Canizley heart is given to you alone / Be true and rejoice in your hearts]. Unrecorded printing by a female 
beygefligten Morgen- Abend- Communion- und andern Gebaten. Buchdruckers provincial printer (Widow of Johann Heinrich Stock) in a fine ‘Bauern-Einband’ created for a 
Mit Ihro Hoch-Firstl. Durchl. Bewilligung nachgelassene female reader, with musical notation for each Psalm in text. Bound together with 'D. Martin 
Wittwe Luthers, und anderer Gottseliger Lehrer Geistreiche Psalmen und Gesange [...', 1723, 
‘Christliches Gebat-Buch, Darinnen nicht nur Morgen-und Abend-Gebate auft heiliger Gottlicher 
Schrifft zusammen getragen, und auf alle Tage in der Wochen gerichtet [...], s.d., ‘Catechismus, 
Oder Kurtzer Unterricht Christlicher Lehr, Wie der In Kirchen und Schulen der Chur-Furstlichen 
Pfaltz-Heydelberg und andern Orten getrieben wird [...]’, s.d., and 'Evangelia Und Episteln, Auf 
alle Sonntage, Wie auch Auf die hohe Feste, andere Feyer- und Apostel-Tage, durchs gantze 
Jahr, hiebevor aufs neu ordentlich eingerichtet, und von denen vielfaltigen Druckfehlern mit Fleif& 
corrigiret [...]’, s.d. 
6743897 | D. Martin Luthers, und anderer Gottseliger Lehrer Geistreiche Marburg : Joh. 1723 12mo. pp. 260, (4). Contemporary blind-tooled vellum finished in handcolor, depicting floral 


Psalmen und Gesange, Nach der Jahrs-Zeit ordentlich eingerichtet, 
und mit allem Fleif corrigiret: Auch Zu Vermehrung des Gottes- 
Dienstes mit vielen neuen Seel-erquickenden Liedern, und denen 
bisher auRgelassenen unterschiedlichen Glorien anjetzo vermehret 


Henr. Stocks, 
Furstl. Hess. 
Canizley 
Buchdruckers 
nachgelassene 
Wittwe 


arrangements and a Cor Jesu on both covers with the motto ‘Das [H]ertze mein, Soll dir allein, 
Ergeben Seyn / Sjn Get[reu?] und Spilet, In Euren, Hertzen’ [My heart is given to you alone / Be 
true and rejoice in your hearts]. Unrecorded printing by a female provincial printer (Widow of 
Johann Heinrich Stock) in a fine ‘Bauern-Einband’ created for a female reader. Earlier editions 
from 1690 and 1722. Bound together with 'Die Psalmen Davids, Nach Frantzdsischer Melodey in 
Teutsche Reimen gebracht, Durch D. Ambrosium Lobwasser [...]', 1723, 'Christliches Gebat- 
Buch, Darinnen nicht nur Morgen-und Abend-Gebate auf heiliger Gottlicher Schrift zusammen 
getragen, und auf alle Tage in der Wochen gerichtet [...]’, s.d., ‘Catechismus, Oder Kurtzer 
Unterricht Christlicher Lehr, Wie der In Kirchen und Schulen der Chur-Firstlichen Pfaltz- 
Heydelberg und andern Orten getrieben wird [...]’, s.d., and 'Evangelia Und Episteln, Auf alle 
Sonntage, Wie auch Auf die hohe Feste, andere Feyer- und Apostel-Tage, durchs gantze Jahr, 
hiebevor aufs neu ordentlich eingerichtet, und von denen vielfaltigen Druckfehlern mit Flei& 
corrigiret [...]’, s.d. 
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6743898 | Christliches Gebat-Buch, Darinnen nicht nur Morgen-und Abend- Marburg : Druckts 12mo. pp. 22, [1 integral blank]. Contemporary blind-tooled vellum finished in handcolor, 
Gebate au8 heiliger Gottlicher Schrifft zusammen getragen, und auf und verlegts depicting floral arrangements and a Cor Jesu on both covers with the motto ‘Das [H]ertze mein, 
alle Tage in der Wochen gerichtet; Sondern auch Schone Johann Henrich Soll dir allein, Ergeben Seyn / Sjn Get[reu?] und Spilet, In Euren, Hertzen’ [My heart is given to 
Communion- und andere Gebatlein zu finden. Welchen Auf Stocks, Fuistl. you alone / Be true and rejoice in your hearts]. Unrecorded printing by a female provincial printer 
vielfaltiges Begehren anjetzo beygefiiget worden Etliche Symbola Hess. Canizl. (Widow of Johann Heinrich Stock) in a fine ‘Bauern-Einband’ created for a female reader. 
oder Glaubens-Bekanntnisse so in unsern Kirchen einhelliglich Buchdr. Inscription on the verso of the third page, in a strong vernacular dialect: “Anna Elisabet Knapsting 
gelehret und geglaubet werden nachgelassene aus Willinghausen bin ich gerade all mein Geschick stethin (?) Gottes Hand komt [sic] mir aber 
Wittwe das Werdesspiel so gut er wird Gott haben will geschrieben, auf die 1ste Ostertag 1735. Anna 
Gardraut Scheffer bin ich genant eine Bey (?) trage Trage ich in meine Hand die habe ich 
gebrochen in Drey (?) parten (?) ab den will ich auch tragen bis in mein Grab". Bound together 
with ‘Die Psalmen Davids, Nach Frantzosischer Melodey in Teutsche Reimen gebracht, Durch D. 
Ambrosium Lobwasser [...], 1723, 'D. Martin Luthers, und anderer Gottseliger Lehrer Geistreiche 
Psalmen und Gesange [...]’, 1723, 'Catechismus, Oder Kurtzer Unterricht Christlicher Lehr, Wie 
der In Kirchen und Schulen der Chur-Furstlichen Pfaltz-Heydelberg und andern Orten getrieben 
wird [...]', s.d., and 'Evangelia Und Episteln, Auf alle Sonntage, Wie auch Auf die hohe Feste, 
andere Feyer- und Apostel-Tage, durchs gantze Jahr, hiebevor aufs neu ordentlich eingerichtet, 
und von denen vielfaltigen Druckfehlern mit Flei& corrigiret [...]’, s.d. 
6743899 | Catechismus, Oder Kurtzer Unterricht Christlicher Lehr, Wie der In Marburg : Druckts 12mo. pp. 48. Unrecorded printing by a female provincial printer (Widow of Johann Heinrich 


Kirchen und Schulen der Chur-Firstlichen Pfaltz-Heydelberg und 
andern Orten getrieben wird. Sampt Den Kirchen-Agenten Hauk- 
Tafel- und Tisch- Gebaten. Wie auch Etlichen Symbolis oder 
Glaubens-Bekantnussen 


Joh. Henr. Stocks, 
Furstl. Hessis. 
Cantzley 
Buchdruckers 
nachgelassene 
Wittwe 


Stock) in a fine ‘Bauern-Einband’ created for a female reader. Contemporary blind-tooled vellum 
finished in handcolor, depicting floral arrangements and a Cor Jesu on both covers with the motto 
‘Das [H]ertze mein, Soll dir allein, Ergeben Seyn / Sjn Get[reu?] und Spilet, In Euren, Hertzen’ 
[My heart is given to you alone / Be true and rejoice in your hearts]. Bound together with 'Die 
Psalmen Davids, Nach Frantzésischer Melodey in Teutsche Reimen gebracht, Durch D. 
Ambrosium Lobwasser |[...], 1723, 'D. Martin Luthers, und anderer Gottseliger Lehrer Geistreiche 
Psalmen und Gesange [...], 1723, 'Christliches Gebat-Buch, Darinnen nicht nur Morgen-und 
Abend-Gebate auft heiliger Gottlicher Schrifft zusammen getragen, und auf alle Tage in der 
Wochen gerichtet [...]', s.d., and 'Evangelia Und Episteln, Auf alle Sonntage, Wie auch Auf die 
hohe Feste, andere Feyer- und Apostel-Tage, durchs gantze Jahr, hiebevor aufs neu ordentlich 
eingerichtet, und von denen vielfaltigen Druckfehlern mit Flei& corrigiret [...]’, s.d. 
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6743900 | Evangelia Und Episteln, Auf alle Sonntage, Wie auch Auf die hohe Marburg : Bey 12mo. pp. 96. Contemporary blind-tooled vellum finished in handcolor, depicting floral 
Feste, andere Feyer- und Apostel-Tage, durchs gantze Jahr, Joh. Henrich arrangements and a Cor Jesu on both covers with the motto ‘Das [H]ertze mein, Soll dir allein, 
hiebevor aufs neu ordentlich eingerichtet, und von denen vielfaltigen Stocks, Fuistl. Ergeben Seyn / Sjn Get[reu?] und Spilet, In Euren, Hertzen’ [My heart is given to you alone / Be 
Druckfehlern mit Flei& corrigiret; Nunmehro aber, Auf vier Hess. Cantzley true and rejoice in your hearts]. Unrecorded printing by a female provincial printer (Widow of 
Verlangen, mit denen au& den Evangeliis gezogenen Kirchen- Buchdruckers, Johann Heinrich Stock) in a fine ‘Bauern-Einband’ created for a female reader. Bound together 
Gebaten, zur Beforderung des Gottes-Dienstes, vermehret und nachgelassene with ‘Die Psalmen Davids, Nach Frantzosischer Melodey in Teutsche Reimen gebracht, Durch D. 
verbessert Wittwe Ambrosium Lobwasser [...], 1723, 'D. Martin Luthers, und anderer Gottseliger Lehrer Geistreiche 

Psalmen und Gesange [...], 1723, 'Christliches Gebat-Buch, Darinnen nicht nur Morgen-und 
Abend-Gebate auft heiliger Gottlicher Schrifft zusammen getragen, und auf alle Tage in der 
Wochen gerichtet [...]', s.d., and 'Catechismus, Oder Kurtzer Unterricht Christlicher Lehr, Wie der 
In Kirchen und Schulen der Chur-Furstlichen Pfaltz-Heydelberg und andern Orten getrieben wird 
[...], $.d. 

6743901 | Stichtelyke Gedichten nagelaten door Wylen de Welgeborene Winckelman, Middelburg : By 1763 8vo. pp. (2), LXXXIll, (1), 322; pp. (2), 18, (4). Later wrappers with marbled spine. First edition. 
Jonkvrouwe Jacoba Petronella Winckelman. Benevens eene korte Jacoba P. Hendrik Sas, Alongside poems, this collection contains the first appearance of the main source for 
Beschryving van haare Ed. Godzalig Leven en Gelukzalig Sterven; (Jacoba boekverkooper Winckelman’s life, a 83-page biography written by her niece Maria Elizabeth Winckelman 
Met de Lykzangen op haare Ed. Overlyden Petronella) ; detailing her devout life and beatific death 

[Winckelman, 
Maria E. (Maria 
Elizabeth)] 

6743902 | Bondel van Stichtelyke Mengeldichten nagelaten door Wyle de Winckelman, Middelburg : By 1764 8vo. pp. (8), 312, (8). Contemporary calf. First edition, rare, of this important collection of 

Welgeborene Jonkvrouwe Jacoba Petronella Winckelman Jacoba P. Hendrik Sas, Winckelman's poetry. Winckelman's Piestist family apparently took part in conventicles, in which 
(Jacoba boekverkooper men and women exchanged views on religious subjects on an equal footing. Jacoba Petronella 
Petronella) ; often recorded her own contributions to these conventicles, which allowed her to develop her 
Winckelman, literary talents. The present work was published posthumously, at the behest of, and with a 
Maria E. (Maria foreword by, her niece Maria Elizabeth Winckelman 
Elizabeth) 

6743903 | Canzuns Spirtueelas davart Cristo Gesu il Bun Pastur, e Deliziusa Frizzoni, Gian Celerina: Giacomo | 1765 8vo. pp. (32), 643, (13). Contemporary calf with clasps, endpapers renewed. First edition. A 

Paschura per sias Nuorsas... Battista ; Perini, | N. Gadina remarkable hymnal for Protestant congregations in the St Moritz region, which until the mid-19th 
Murezan ; de century spoke only Romansh. The work consists principally of printed music for three or four 
Perini, Paolo ; a voices, with a brief guide to musical notation as an introduction. While there is no indication in the 
Planta, Duriges preface of a female readership, the present copy evidently belonged to a female parishioner, 
; Duri, Jan C. J. Ursula Gallas, who left a lengthy inscription in Romansh dated 1780 on the endpaper 
(Jan Chiaber 
Jan) 

6743904 | [Copy of an account apparently describing a violent attack on a [Ferrara?] [1601- | ff. (2). Written on behalf of Abbess Leonora de Givenio, apparently accusing a certain Nicolo 
convent] 11-27?] | Jacopo Gemai and another man (?). On the 20th of ???, “the aforementioned accused, armed 


and violent, without fear (?) of God and righteousness” made their way into the convent, where 
they proceeded to cut down and uproot a number of fruit trees, destroying or making off with 
2,000 fruits 
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6743905 | Teghen-Verghift teghen een Groote Peste van het Christendom, te | Cauwe, Ghent: Hoirs van | 1676 8vo. pp. (24), 151. Contemporary calf. “????? Ord Praed”. There is another edition of the same 
weten: De Ydelheyt, Oneerbaerheyt, ende Overdaet der Franciscus lan vanden year by the heirs of Jan vanden Kerchove. This work is a fascinating tirade against the ‘great 
Vrauwelycke Kleederen ende Cieraeten. Op-gedraghen Aen mijn Kerckhove plague of Christendom’, i.e. vanity, indecency, and the excess of women’s clothing and jewelry 
Doorluchtighe ende Eerweerdighste Heeren Aerts-bisschoppen, 
ende Bisschoppen Van het Nederlant. Door P. F. Franciscus 
Cauwe, Minder-broeder Recollect 

6743906 | Vita di Madamigella Adelaide de Vitsbury Morta in Educazione nel Marin, Michel- Cremona : per il 1771 8vo. pp. xvi, 254, (2). Contemporary calf. “Anna Castellani”. Early Italian translation (perhaps the 
Monistero di S. Eugenia di Vagliadolid Scritta in idioma Francese Ange Ricchini first, rivalled only by an undated Genoa edition) of the curious biography of ‘Adelaide of 
dal Padre Michel-Angelo Marin Religioso Minimo, E tradotta nel Witsbury’. Marin’s work seems to blur the boundaries of female hagiography and moralizing 
Volgare Italiano fiction: although purporting to be a real historical character, Adelaide (and the 'Monastery of St 

Eugenia in Valladolid’) seem to have been completely made up by the French author in order to 
edify his readership. He even claims that his account of her life does not contradict Urban VIII's 
decree against proclaiming miracles without official recognition. The present translation suggests 
the popularity of this faux-biography and its dissemination across Europe 

6743907 | [Printed edict revoking the right to visit Bolognese convents by Pini, Bernardo Bologna : per li 1689- Broadside [30.5 x 22 cm]. Printed edict revoking all ‘licenses’ previously granted to anyone — 
Canon Bernardo Pini] Manolessi 10-06 clergy or secular — to visit all convents in Bologna, unless the license has been signed by the 

Impressori relevant Vicar-Generals for each of the 28 listed convents. What might have prompted this 
Arcivescovali sudden ban on visiting nuns is unknown. Cardinal Angelo Maria Ranuzzi had just died about a 
week before the edict was issued, on September 27. 

6743908 | Eene Geesteleycke Horologie, van XXIlll uren om hem te oeffenen [Low Countries?] 1706 Small 4to. pp. (8), 38, (12), plus 6 blanks. Contemporary calf. “Suster Augustina Elisabeth van 
dagh ende nacht in die Passie ons heere[n] Jesu Christi. Langenhoven”. Devotional text after Egidius T'Seggaert's "Gulden Sonnen Wijser" which had 
geschreve[n] tot gebruyck van Jofannje Anna M. Aertssens already been published in 1623. Attractive manuscript exploring the Passion in 24 episodes, 

each with a meditation for every hour of the day. The schedule begins at 6am and continues to 
5am the following day. “Written for the use of’ Johanna Maria Aertssens, and with the ownership 
inscription of Sister Augustina Elisabeth van Langenhoven. A number of other prayers are 
included in a different script, possibly by the same hand, against the 7 deadly sins, etc 

6743909 | Raccolta di Componimenti Poetici nel Prender I’Abito Religioso fra Florence : Per 1707 4to.pp. (33), (3). Contemporary wrappers. Sole edition. A collection of poetry and songs 
le Reverende Madri del Venerabil Monastero di S. Agata, Piero Marini celebrating the entry of Maria Lucrezia Suares, “whose noble coat of arms has five golden shells 
I'Illustrissima Signora Maria Lucrezia Suares della Conca che si Stampatore on a blue field” into the Convent of St. Agatha in Florence 
pone il Nome di Suor Maria Luisa Margherita Fedele Ed il di cui Arcivescovale 
Stemma Gentilizio si é Cinque Conchiglie d'Oro in Campo Azzurro 

6743910 | Istoria delle Monache di S. Silvestro di Verona. Con altre notizie Perini, Padua : Nella 1720 4to. pp. (12), 120; pp. 198, (12), (1 integral blank). Slightly later cartonnato. “Alla Rev.... 
toccanti alcune memorie Ecclesiastiche, e Civili della Citta Lodovico Stamp. del Abadessa, e Rde. Monache del Redentor di Verona”. Sole edition. With a contemporary 
medesima. Dedicata alla Molto Rev. M. D. Angela Regina Montessi. Seminario. presentation inscription, “Alla Rev[erendissime] Abadessa, e R[everen|de. Monache del 
Scrittora attentissima del Monastero da Lodovico Perini Veronese Appresso Gio. Redentor di Verona’ on title page, perhaps in the author's own hand. From 1718-1722 the 

Manfré architect Lodovico Perini executed renovations on the ancient Convent of S. Silvestro. The 


present work is a remarkably thorough antiquarian study, replete with appendices of supporting 
documents, chronicling the history of the convent and its nuns. The original structures dates from 
the mid-12th century; Perini was responsible for the iconic building still visible today, though the 
convent was suppressed and the nuns dispersed during the Napoleonic invasion in 1806 
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6743911 | T Leven van Johanna, Paus van Rome, onder den Naam van [Spanheim, Amsterdam : Ter 1722 8vo. pp. (16), 407, (11), plus 5 engraved plates (1 folding). Contemporary half calf. Joints 
Johannes den Achtsten. Waar in haar zonderling gedragh uit de Friedrich?] Drukkerye van chipped but holding. Ex-librises of J. A. Hoorn and St. Bernard's Seminary Library. First edition 
Oudtheit wordt opgeheldert, de waarheit deezer Historie krachtigh Smets as such, illustrated with 5 plates including one of the famous ‘throne with a hole’ and other 
beweert, en door de vermaardste Schryvers bevestigt. Met Kopere scurrilous proofs of her sex. The text is probably based on an adaptation of Friedrich Spanheim's 
Platen De Papa Foemina (1691), which re-launched the legend of the female pope into the popular 

imagination a century after it had already been quashed by Protestant historians 

6743912 | Sermon Funebre, predicado en las solemnes Exequias, que por Navarez y Seville : por Juan | [1725] | 4to. pp. (8), 24. Disbound. Sole edition. Jaime de Palafox y Mendoza, Archbishop of Seville, had 
cabo de Afio de la muerte de la Venerable Madre Sor Josepha Carcamo, Francisco de Blas, appointed his sister Josepha Manuela as Abbess of the newly-founded convent of St. Rosalia in 
Manuela de Palafox y Cardona, Fundadora y Primera Abadesa del | Augustin Impressor Mayor that city. Under her guidance the convent buildings were constructed from 1701-1724; the 
Religiosissimo convento de Santa Rosalia de Madres Capuchinas present funerary sermon celebrates her life and deeds following her death in 1724 
de Sevilla, celebro dicho Convento, el dia diez y siete de Abril de 
este presente afio de 1725. Assistiendo en el altar, y pulpito, la muy 
Reverenda, y Religiosa Comunidad de nuestra Sefiora del Carmen, 
de Observancia Casa Grande. Predicolo El M. R. P. M. F. Augustin 
Narvaez y Carcamo, Doctor en Sagrada Theologia, Calificador del 
Santo Oficio de la Suprema, y General Inquisicion, Prior que ha sido 
del Convento de la Ciudad de Sanlucar de Barrameda, y de dicha 
Casa Grande de Sevilla, y al presente primer Difinidor de su 
Provincia. Sale a luz Por mandado del Excelentissimo sefior Don 
Luis de Salgedo, y Azcona, dignissimo Argobispo de esta Ciudad, 
para satisfacer al desseo de los afectos de la Venerable Madrem y 
servorizarlos a la imitacion de sus virtudes 

6743913 | [Contemporary copy of the testament of Anna Maria Santeschi, Ghivizzano, [taly’] 1736- f. (1). Manuscript showing the transfer of wealth between women, and the ways in which nuns 
leaving 100 scudi to her niece, Giovanna Santeschi, a nun in Assisi] | Giovanni G. 06-21 could accumulate wealth. The text briefly gives instructions for how the money should be handled 

(Giovanni (delegating responsibility for the payment to Santeschi's nephew, Marciano Vincenzo) 
Gaetano) 
6743914 | Declaration du Roy, Concernant les Maisons Religicuses. Donnée a | Louis XV Paris : chez 1742 4to. pp. 4. Modern wrappers. First edition. Jealous of the wealth and privileges of the convents, 


Versailles le 10. Février 1742 


Pierre-Guillaume 
Simon, Imprimeur 
du Grand Conseil 


regional bishops demanded in 1742 that Louis XV grant them the unprecedented right to approve 
of all appointments in said convents. The present edict was issued acceding to their wishes, 
allowing them a remarkable degree of oversight over all conventual affairs, including the right to 
personally examine all girls or widows seeking to enter a religious house, and the power to grant 
travel privileges for any nuns wishing to travel outside of their convents 
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6743915 


S. S. Sanguis ¢ latere, et Corde lesu profluus. Ultra Sex Saecula in 
imperiali Monasterio Weingartensi religiosissime asservatur 


Gotz, Gottfried 
B. (Gottfried 
Bernhard) 
(engr.) ; 
Klauber, 
Joseph S. 
(Joseph 
Sebastian) 
(engr.) ; 
Klauber, 
Johann B. 
(Johann 
Baptist) (engr.) 
; [Klauber, 
Catherine 
(engr.)?) 


Augsburg : Goz et 
Klauber, Cath. 
sculp. Aug. Vind. 


1726 


Engraved broadside, 31 x 18.2 cm. Unrecorded pilgrim’s souvenir broadside depicting the Holy 
Blood of Weingarten, an important South German relic. Framing the relic is a grapevine 
supporting 6 smaller vignettes which tell the story, with explanatory legends, of the arrival of the 
relic at the monastery. Inscribed, lower right: “[Gottfried Berhard] Goz et Klauber Cath{olici] 
sculp[sit] Aug[usta] Vind[elicorum]’ (“Gottfried Berhard Géz et [the] Catholic Klauber [family] 
engraved this, Augsburg”). The highly prolific Klauber brothers had a sister, Catherine, whose 
known oeuvre is minute compared to them. It is quite unlikely that the “Cath,” terminating in a 
ligature would denote the extension of a full personal name (i.e., “Cath[erina],” per se, particularly 
with the added improbability that this personal name would then come after the family name. The 
added evidence that the Klaubers were distinctly Catholic over several generations in a region of 
the Holy Roman Empire directly affected by the Protestant Reformation, and that they long 
advertised this with “Catholici” would seem to militate against any positive attribution here to the 
brother engravers’ sister, Catherine. On the other hand, the use of the general family name 
“Klauber” does not specify the artists within the Klauber family of engravers who worked on this 
piece, and perhaps there is external evidence of her signing, or being credited with, some 
engraved work? There certainly were female engravers active during this period of the mid-18th 
century. The Imperial Monastery of Weingarten was ever a Benedictine male foundation, its most 
sacred relic being the Holy Blood depicted here. Each of the six scenes in the eventful discovery, 
authentication, and material translations of this relic are also dominated by men with the 
exception of the final, lower-right detail of two secular woman: one kneeling and directly facing 
the relic, a second to the right holding an infant child, venerating the Holy Blood in its final 
location inside the Abbey Church. See E. Frangois: "Die unsichtbare Grenze: Protestanten und 
Katholiken in Augsburg, 1648-1806," Abhandlungen zur Geschichte der Stadt Augsburg 33 


(1991): 140; Grove Art On-line; Benezit Dictionary of Artists On-line 
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6743916 


Geistlicher Comod inhaltend kurze Au®erlesene Morgens, Abends, 
Me8, Beicht und Communion Gebett, Litaney und Gebett von den 
Sissesten Nahmen Jesu der seligsten Jungf. Maria. Leyden und 
Sterben Christi Gebett von der H. Jungf. u[njd Martyrin Barbara 
u[n]d Heiligen Mutter Anna Jean Carl Schroder scripsit 


Schroder, 
Johann C. 
(Johann Carl) ; 
von Furth, 
Maria A. (Maria 
Anna) 


[Aachen?] 


1776 


24mo. pp. (2), 124. Contemporary morocco, ornately stamped in gilt. ""Comod Spirituel venant 
des Géant"; “Maria Anna von Furth, 1776”. Tiny devotional manuscript, written by a scribe for 
‘Maria Anna von Furth’, who signs and dates the flyleaf 1776. Maria Anna may have been one of 
nine children of Franz von Furth (1695-1773), Mayor of Aachen. The charming binding and 
overall character of the manuscript certainly mark it as produced for nobility. The idea, however, 
that Maria Anna von Furth was in fact Duchess Maria Anna Josepha Augusta von Bayern (1734- 
1776) seems wrong, however. As befitting a female recipient, the collection of prayers specifically 
includes those to St. Barbara and St Anne 


6743917 


Adelaide di Witsbury del P. Michel-Angelo Marin, De’ Minimi. 
Traduzione dal Franzese 


Marin, Michel- 
Ange 


Rome : Per Luigi 
Perego Salvioni 


1784 


8vo. pp. xv, (1), 413, plus engraved frontispiece. 19th C quarter calf. “Fioretti Luigi (?)”. Later 
Italian translation of the curious biography of ‘Adelaide of Witsbury,’ evincing the enduring 
popularity of this tale for girls. Marin’s work seems to blur the boundaries of female hagiography 
and moralizing fiction: although purporting to be a real historical character, Adelaide (and the 
‘Monastery of St Eugenia in Valladolid’) seem to have been completely made up by the French 
author in order to edify his readership. He even claims that his account of her life does not 
contradict Urban VIII’s decree against proclaiming miracles without official recognition. This 
edition is illustrated with an engraved frontispiece and is dedicated to Teresa de Medici by a 
Discalced Carmelite priest, Giuseppe Maria dal Cuor di Gest 


6743918 


[Appointment of an Intendant at the Maison Royale de Saint-Louis] 


Saint-Cyr 


1768 


1p folio, written in a clear hand on vellum. Announcing the appointment of Louis Astruc at a 
salary of 4,000 livres per annum, signed by Soeur Marguerite Suzanne du Han (Mother Superior) 
and Soeur de Montorcier (Secretary). The Maison Royale de Saint-Louis was a 'pensionnat' or 
boarding school for girls set up in 1684 at Saint-Cyr by Louis XIV at the request of his second 
wife, Madame de Maintenon, who wanted a school for girls from impoverished noble families. 
Like all such schools, it was run by nuns, but certain officials were men and were evidently 
handsomely-paid. 


6743919 


Regolamento Generale per i Nuovi Conservatori 


Florence : Per 
Gaetano 
Cambiagi 
Stampator 
Granducale 


1785 


Folio. pp. 36. Contemporary wrappers. Sole edition. Outlining the rules by which new schools for 
girls were to be run in Florence. These ‘conservatories’ were intended strictly for young girls, 
widows, and 'wives legitimately separated from their husbands’. Articles 1-IV cover the duties of 
the male officers; Articles V-VI outline the daily and annual schedule of communal prayer 
(beginning at 5am in the summer, 6am in the winter); Article VII the diet to be consumed by the 
women; Article VIII the admissions process for the ‘fanciulla’ (the parents are required to pay 6 
months' food costs in advance, etc.); Article IX on the clothing to be worn by each student; Article 
X on their lodging; and Articles XI-XXI cover the female staffing of the Conservatory and their 
student assistants 


6743920 


L'Insuperabile Fermezza del Diritto del M. Conte Felice 
Bonaventura Parisetti all'Eredita del M. Abate Paolo Gerolamo 
Basadonne dimostrata al Magistrato Illmo. e Revmo. delle Monache 
in Risposta alla Stampa pubblicata dal Ven. Monastero di Nostra 
Signora di Misericordia 


Genoa : Presso il 
Repetto 


1787 


Folio. pp. 28. Modern wrappers. Sole edition, unrecorded. It seems that a nun of the (Bridgettine 
or Franciscan?) Convent of Our Lady of Mercy in Genoa, Suor Felice Teresa Basadonne, had at 
some point renounced her vows. The wealth and property she brought with her to the convent 
thus became the subject of a legal battle between the nuns, who felt entitled to keep it, and her 
relatives, who felt that they were the rightful heirs. A fascinating array of other similar cases are 
quoted to give legal precedent to Felice Bonaventura Parisetti's claim to the inheritance, 
including other cases of nuns ejected from convents for entering into ‘carnal marriage’ 
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6743921 | Nel Festeggiarsi l’Annua Solenne Memoria della Gloriosa Vergine [Confraternita Turin : Presso [1789] | Broadside with decorative woodcut borders, 31 x 22 cm. Folded and bound in marbled wrappers. 
Maria della Neve dalla M. V. Confrat. di S. Rocco Morte ed di San Rocco Giammichele Issued to celebrate the annual feast of Our Lady of the Snows by a confraternity of nuns in 
Orazione di Torino l'Anno MDCCLXXxXIX. Essendo Priora la Signora | Morto e Briolo Stampatore Torino, headed by the Abbess Lucia Grandi 
Lucia Grandi. Sonetti Orazione di é Libraio delle RR. 
Torino] Academia delle 
Scienze e Societa 
Agraria 
6743922 | Goldener Himmelschlii®el, oder neues Gebethbuch, Darinn zuerst [von Cochem, Neuhaus : 1778 8vo. pp. (16), 600, (8), plus engraved frontispiece and 15 plates. Contemporary blindstamped 
die Nutzbarkeit den Seelen im Fegfeuer beyzuspringen, und dann Martin?] gedruckt bey calf, floral gauffered edges, brass clasps. “New, improved edition” of this popular but very poorly- 
eine gute Weise seine Werke fruchtbarlich zu verrichten angegeben Ignaz Adalbert recorded guide to female private devotion. The prayers are intended for women in all stations of 
wird; Damach aber in sechszehen Theilen krachtige Morgen- Hilgartner life: we find prayers to be recited by a bride; by a wife; by a widow; by a nun; by a pregnant 
Abend- Mef- Vesper- Beicht- und Communiongebether: wie auch woman; by a barren woman; by a woman nursing; by a woman with a 7-year old child; and so on 
zum hochwirdigen Sakrament, und der heil. Dreyfaltigkeit; zu 
Christo, und seinen bitteren Leiden; zur Mutter Gottes, und den 
Heiligen; an allen hohen Festen und besonderen Tagen; in 
gemeinen und besonderen Nothen; fur geist- und weltliche 
Jungrauen; fiir schwangere und saugende Weiber; fur kranke und 
sterbende Personen; und dann letztlich fur die lieben Seelen des 
Fegfeuers enthalten sind. Zum Gebrauch des andachtigen 
Weibergeschlechts. Neue durchaus verbesserte Auflage. Cum 
Approbatione Czesareo, Reglee Censuree 
6743923 | Memoires pour Servir a la Vie de la R. Mere Marie Angelique de [de Sainte- [Amsterdam?] 1737 8vo. pp. iv, 145. Contemporary calf. “Ex Libris Armandi Josephi Delaistre”. First edition of this 
Sainte Magdelaine Arnauld, Réformatrice de Port-Royal Magdeleine important autobiography, bound with [Angélique de Saint-Jean Arnauld d'Andilly], Relations sur 
Arnauld, Marie la Vie de la Reverende Mere Angelique de Sainte Magdelaine Amauld, ou Recetil [sic] de la 
A. (Marie Mere Angelique de Saint Jean Arnauld d’Andilly, sur la Vie de sa Tante la Mere Marie-Angelique 
Angélique)] de Sainte Magdelaine Arnauld, & sur la réforme des Abbayes de Port-Royal, Maubuisson & 


autres, faite par cette Sainte Abbesse. [Amsterdam?], 1737. Both texts are the earliest 
appearances in print of works composed in the previous century. Under Abbess Angélique, the 
Cistercian convent of Port Royal became a stronghold of Jansenism and social foment, resulting 
in its vicious suppression by Louis XIV. Around the turn of the century those nuns who refused to 
abjure their beliefs were ejected, and replaced by a Visitandine congregation, which survived 
until the Revolution 
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6743924 | Sacra Rituum Congregatione E[minentissim]mo, & Rome : Ex 1742 Folio. pp. (2), 28; pp. 216; pp. 6, (1 terminal blank). With pasted correction slip on title page and 
Re[verendissi]mo D[omi]no Card. de Tanari Toletana Beatificationis, Typographis seal and manuscript signatures of the 'Sub-Promoters' on final page. Untraced, and a fascinating 
& Canonizationis Ven. Servee Dei Sor. Marianne a’ Jesu Ordinis Reverendee copy for official internal use, personally signed by the 'Sub-Promoters' of Marianna's beatification. 
Discalceatorum B. Marize de Mercede Redemptionis Captivorum. Cameree A nun of the Order of Our Lady of Mercy and the Redemption of Captives, the process for 
Responsio ad Novas Animadversiones R. P. Fidei Promotoris Super Apostolicae Marianna's beatification began in the year of her death. These processes sometimes took 
Dubio: An constet de Virtutibus Theologalibus, Fide, Spe, & centuries; as the present documents attest, it was only in the mid-18th century that objections 
Charitate in Deum, & in Proximum; & de Cardinalibus, Prudentia, were finally addressed and overcome 
Justitia, Fortitudine, & Temperantia, earumque annexis in gradu 
heroico in casu &c 

6743925 | La Azuzena de Madrid, la Venerable Madre Sr. Mariana de Jesus, de Salvador, Madrid : en la 1764 4to. pp. (24), 536, (7), plus engraved portrait. Contemporary calf, recased. “De Fr. Andres de la 
insigne Hija de tan llustre Patria, Religiosa Professa en Tercera Pedro Imprenta Real de Madre de Dios”. Sole edition. This biography appears to have been published in celebration of 
Orden de los Descalzos del Real, y la Gaceta the pope's recognition of Mariana's life as ‘heroic’ in 1761; the ‘lily [Azuzena’] of Madrid’ was not 
Militar de Nuestra Sefiora de la Merced, Redempcion de Captivos successfully beatified until 1783. Although belonging to a relatively minor order, the 
Christianos: Cuyas Suavissimas Fragrancias, Exhaladas en los Mercedarians, Mariana is considered one of the patron saints of the city of Madrid 
exercicios de las Virtudes Theologales, y de las Cardinales, con las 
a ellas anexas, aprobadas por nuestro muy Santo Padre Clemente 
XIll. en el grado de Heroycas. Escribia el Padre Fr. Pedro del 
Salvador, Natural de Madrid, Lector que ha sido de Sagrada 
Theologia en el Colegio de Salamanca, Rector en el de Alcala de 
Henares, y Comendador del Convento de Ciudad Real, y de otros 
de la misma Religion, en esta Provincia de San Joseph. Y dedican, 
ofrecen, y consagran al Muy llustre Sefior Corregidor, y 
Ayuntamiento de la Imperial, y Coronada Villa de Madrid, el 
Provincial, y Difinitorio de la misma Provincia de San Joseph, en 
ambas Castillas, del dicho Orden, y Recoleccion de la Merced. Con 
las licencias necessarias 

6743926 | Animada Imagen de Maria Santissima de la Merced. Sermon, que Crospis, Barcelona: Enla_ | [1754] | 4to. pp. (8), 16. Full-page woodcut of the icon being worshipped by two men on verso of title 
en el Octavo Dia de su Solemne Novenario, predicé en el Real, y Bernardo Imprenta de Maria page. Disbound. Sole edition. A sermon celebrating the icon of Our Lady of Mercy and the 


primer Convento de Santa Eulalia de Barcelona, del Real, y Militar 
Orden de Nuestra Senora de la Merced, Redencion de Cautivos, 
con el Santissimo patente, EI Rmo. P. M. Fr. Bernardo Crospis, 
Religioso servita, Examinador Synodal de los Obispados de 
Barcelona, y Gerona, &c, Sacanlo a luz algunos Devotos de la 
Virgen de las Mercedes, y apassionados al Autor 


Angela Marti 
Viuda 


Redemption of Captives, preached to the nuns of the Convent of St. Eulalia in Barcelona. This 
curious order was founded to aid in the rescue of Christians taken prisoner by the Turks during 
the Middle Ages; the monks and nuns take a so-called ‘fourth vow’ to give up their lives for this 
end, if required 
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6743927 | Vita, e Miracoli di Sant'Humilta da Faenza, Badessa, e Fondatrice Guiducci, Florence : nella 1632 Ato. pp. (16), 214, (2), plus engraved added title page. Contemporary cartonnato. Ownership 
Delle Monache dell’Ordine di Vallombrosa. Composta, e data in luce | Ignatio Stamperia di Gio. inscription of Guglielmo Altoni. First edition. With a handsome engraved added title page 
dal M. R. P. D. Ignazio Guiducci da Firenze Monaco Vallombr. e Batista Landini featuring both St. Humility (founder of the Vallombrosan Nuns) and her immediate successor, 
Abbate di S. Chrestina. Dedicata all'lllustrissimo Signor Ruberto Blessed Margherita of Faenza 
Capponi Marchese di Monte Carlo nel Regno. Aggiuntovi in fine 
molte delle piu segnalate azzioni della Beata Margherita da Faenza 
sua Discepola. Opera utilissima per tutte le Persone Religiose, e 
Devote, che desiderano incaminarsi nel servizio di Dio. Con la 
Tavola de’ Capitoli 
6743928 | Vita della B. Francesca Romana. Raccolta da Quello, che di lei Orsini, Giulio Rome : Appresso | 1608 4to. pp. 517 including full-page portrait, (9). Contemporary calf, gilt. First edition. The authorized 
lascio scritto Gio. Mattioti Canonico di S. Maria in Trastevere Bartholomeo biography of the freshly-canonized saint, founder of the Oliveran Oblates of Mary, a Benedictine 
confessore della medesima Beata, et da quello che si trova prodotto Zannetti congregation. “With her husband's consent St. Frances practiced continence, and advanced ina 
ne gli Atti per la Canonizatione di lei. Dal P. Giulio Orsino Romano life of contemplation. Her visions often assumed the form of drama enacted for her by heavenly 
Sacerdote della Compagnia di Giesu. Con Privilegio di N. S. Papa personages. She had the gift of miracles and ecstasy, as well as the bodily vision of her guardian 
Paulo V angel, had revelations concerning Purgatory and Hell, and foretold the ending of the Western 
Schism. She could read the secrets of consciences and detect plots of diabolical origin.” 
(Catholic Encyclopedia) 
6743929 | Vita di Santa Francesca Romana Fondatrice delle Oblate Olivetane | Cepari, Virgilio | Verona : Per 1753 8vo. pp. (10), 332, plus engraved portrait. Contemporary floral cartonnato. Later edition of 
di Torre de’ Specchi Giuseppe Berno, Cepari’s biography, brought out in this case by a local printer for the use of the nuns of Verona’s 
libraro Olivetan congregation, as the dedication suggests. With a new engraved portrait signed by 
Domenico Cagnoni 
6743930 | [Subiugatio... Pro Sor Antonia Moigia [?], et Sor Joanna Antonia Palermo 1673 ff. (40), numbered 51-90. Unbound. Lower corner of text illegible due to water damage 
Corvino cum D[onna] Thomassa del Bosco] throughout. Lengthy petition, apparently relating to the authority of Donna Tommasa Mendoza de 
Sandoval, Widow del Bosco, over two nuns at the (Olivetan?) Convent of Monte Oliveto in 
Palermo, Sicily. The nuns’ convent fees will apparently be paid by del Bosco 
6743931 | Pie Costituzioni per le Dame. Ascritte alla Ven. Congregazione Verona : Nella 1803 8vo. pp. 54, (3 integral blanks). Contemporary cardboard. Sole edition of these statutes for the 


eretta da un Divoto nella Chiesa di Santa Maria in Organo de’ PP. 
Olivetani sotto la felicissima Protezione di S. Francesca Romana e 
di S. Francesco di Sales Con l'aggiunta de’ Sacri Riti, ec. E delle 
Indulgenze concesse dal Sommo Pontefice Innocenzo XIll, alla 
stessa Congregazione. Come pure della Figliolanza della Religione 
Olivetana conceduta alle Consorelle dal Reverendissimo Padre 
Generale 


Stamperia Giuliari 


Olivetan Oblates of Mary in Verona 
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6743932 


Vollen Aflaet geduerende dry achter-een-volgende dagen mildelyck 
verleent door Syne Heyligheyt Benedictus XIV, Tegenwoordigen 
Paus van Roomen ten Opsichte van de Beatificatie der Salighe 
Joanna de Valois in haer Leven Coninginne van Vranckryck en 
Fundateresse der Religieusen Annnuntiaten, Onder de Regel der 
Thien Deughden van de H. Maghet en Moeder Godts Maria Eens te 
verdienen voor alle Christene Geloovighen, in de Kercke der 
Annuntiaten binnen Antwerpen op den 11. 12. en 13. November 
1742 


Antwerp : 
Alexander 
Everaerts 


1742] 


1p. folio. Large-format printed advertisement, announcing that 'next Sunday’, the 11th of 
November 1742, a great celebration will take place in the Church of the Annunciation in Antwerp 
to observe the canonization of Joanna de Valois, the founder of the Order of the Annunciation. A 
schedule of events is given extending all the way to Tuesday the 13th November 


6743933 


Vida Inimitable, en Carrera Incomprehensible, de Santa Juana de 
Valois, Reyna Christianissima de Franzia, Nieta de Carlos Septimo 
el Victorioso, y de Carlota Hija de Luis Manuel, y Hermana de 
Amodeo Terzero Duque de Saboya: Hija de Luis Onzeno, y de 
Carlota Hermana de Duque de Saboya: Hermana de Carlos Octavo 
el Cortes: Muger de Luis Doze, llamado el Padre del Pueblo: 
Fundadora de la Sagrada, Mistica, Singular Religion de la 
Anunciada. Que saca a la publica luz en metricas cadenzias por 
seguir tan espirituales consonanzias su Fiel Devoto D. Maria 
Joseph Marin, Perez de Suelves, Gurrea, da Rosendi, y Franzia, 
Claramunt, y Luna de los Condes de Bureta, Caballero de la 
Sagrada Religion Jerosolimitana, Regidor perpetuo del Banco de 
los Nobles en la Ciudad de Zaragoza, del Reyno de Aragon, 
Brigadier de los Exerzitos de S. M. Siziliana, Gobernador 
proprietario de la Plaza de Augusta, y Castellano de su Real 
Castillo, y Fortalezas. Quien humildemente la Dedica, y con 
reverencia Consagra a la S. R. M. de nuestro Soberano Monarca 
Don Carlos de Borbon, Ynfante de Espafia, Rey de las dos Sizilias, 
de Jerusalem &c. Duque de Parma, Plasenzia, y Castro &c. Gran 
Principe hereditario de Toscana 


Marin, José M. 
(José Maria) 


Palermo : por 
Angelo Felicella 


1747 


4to. pp. XXXII, 347. Contemporary vellum. Stamp of the author's noble family, the ‘Condes de 
Bureta’, on title page. First edition. A lengthy celebration, entirely in Spanish verse, of the exploits 
of Joanna de Valois, published in Bourbon-controlled Sicily 


6743934 


Relations sur la Vie de la Reverende Mere Angelique de Sainte 
Magdelaine Arnauld, ou Recetil [sic] de la Mere Angelique de Saint 
Jean Arnauld d’Andilly, sur la Vie de sa Tante la Mere Marie- 
Angelique de Sainte Magdelaine Arnauld, & sur la réforme des 
Abbayes de Port-Royal, Maubuisson & autres, faite par cette Sainte 
Abbesse 


[de Saint-Jean 
Arnauld 
d'Andilly, 
Angélique] 


[Amsterdam?] 


1737 


8vo. 3 parts in 1 vol. pp. vii, 291. Bound with [Marie Angélique de Sainte-Magdeleine Arnauld], 
Memoires pour Servir a la Vie de la R. Mere Marie Angelique de Sainte Magdelaine Arnauld, 
Réformatrice de Port-Royal. [Amsterdam?], 1737. Both texts are the earliest appearances in print 
of works composed in the previous century. Under Abbess Angélique, the Cistercian convent of 
Port Royal became a stronghold of Jansenism and social foment, resulting in its vicious 
suppression by Louis XIV. Around the turn of the century those nuns who refused to abjure their 
beliefs were ejected, and replaced by a Visitandine congregation, which survived until the 
Revolution. First edition of these memoires of the Abbess and the affairs of Port-Royal including 
the attacks against it, by the Abbess’ niece. 
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6743935 | Heylig Leven, Wondere Deugden en Schoone Mirakelen van de De Boeck, Brussels : By 1752 8vo. pp. xxxii including engraved frontispiece, 286, 1 terminal blank. Contemporary calf. Stamp of 
Heylige Joanna de Valois, Koninginne van Vranckryck, Dochter van | Joannes Franciscus the Louvain Franciscan Convent (?) on title page. Sole (historical) edition, although the Sint- 
Ludovicus den XI. Suster van Carolus den VIII. Huysvrouwe van t'Serstevens, Truiden Instituut voor Franciscaanse geschiedenis reprinted this work in 1996. A curious Flemish 
Ludovicus den XII. Alle Koningen van Vranckryck: Fondateresse boek-drucker by life of Joanna de Valois, founder of the Annunciades, composed by a Franciscan preacher in 
van het Orden der Annuntiaten, Beminde Vrindinne van Jesus, en de EE.PP. Brussels. The work even includes an original 'Lof-Zang' (‘Praise-Song') to Joanna as well as 
Oprechte Naervolgster van Maria. In het getal van Godts Geluck- Predickheeren specific prayers 
Salige verklaert door onsen Alderheyligsten Vader Benedictus den 
XIV. Den 18. van Junius 1742. Uyt verscheyde Schryvers by-een 
vergadert door P. F. J. De Boeck, Predikant der Minderbroeders tot 
Brussel 

6743936 | Relacion de la Vida de la Venerable Madre Sor Maria de Jesus. Ximenes Barcelona : en la 1687 4to. pp. (12), 328. Contemporary vellum. “Es de la Senora Donna Emanuela Sanet Joan y 
Abadessa de el Convento de la Inmaculada Concepcion de la Villa | Samaniego, Imprenta de Truyoly Vidua’. First edition of the first biography of Maria de Agreda, the famous bi-locating nun. 
de Agreda de la Provincia de Burgos Hazela El Padre Fray Joseph | José Martin Gelabert For someone who had never physically visited the New World, Sor Maria has had a profound 


Ximenes Samaniego, Lector Jubilado, Padre de la Provincia de 
Burgos, de la Regular observancia de nuestro Seraphico Padre San 
Francisco, y Theologo de la Magestad Catolica en su Real junta de 
la Inmaculada Concepcion 


impact on the American Southwest through the ages. She was the author of the contentious 
biography of the Virgin Mary, The Mystical City of God, and during the years 1620-1623 reported 
that she had been transported by angels on numerous occasions to visit and minister to the 
Jumano Indians of New Mexico and Texas, who had until that time remained unconverted. 
Samaniego was the Father Provincial of the Franciscans and was present at Agreda’s deathbed 
in 1665; his account of her bi-locations is given on pp. 81-94 of the present work 
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6743937 | Kurtzer Lebens-Begriff Der wurdigen Mutter Schwester Maria von Ximenes Augsburg ; 1728 Ato. pp. (8) including engraved frontispiece, 219. Contemporary blindstamped calf over wooden 
Jesu, Abbtissin de® Convents von der unbefleckten Empfangnu In | Samaniego, Dillingen : In boards. The present copy is the second book in a Sammelband. Ownership inscription of the 
der Stadt Agreda, Beschreiberin der Geistlichen Stadt Gottes. José Verlag Johann Convent of the Visitation of Mary in Vienna. Fourth edition (first, 1715) of the first German 
Verfasset in Spanischer Sprach, Von dem Hochwirdigisten P. F. Caspar Bencards translation of Samaniego's Vida of Maria of Agreda. The spread of the cult of Maria de Agreda 


Josepho Ximenez von Samaniego, Vormahls General-Commissario, 
hernach aber de® gantzen Seraphischen Ordens wircklichen 
General, und nachmahlen Bischoffen zu Placentia. Anjetzo aber 
von einer Seelen-Fruchtbegierigen Feder in das hoch-Teutsche 
Ubersetzt. Mit Ihro Rom. Kayserl. und Cathol. Majest. Gnad und 
Freyheit, Wie auch Erlaubnutz der Obern. Der vierdte Druck 


Seel. Wittib und 
Consort 


and her visions to Germany is particularly interesting; in 1744 Eusebius Amort dealt it a decisive 
blow with his De Revelationibus, in which he forcefully attacked the veracity of Agreda's writings. 
All early German editions are rare in census. This work is bound with another book - the third and 
last part of a German translation of Agreda's Mystical City of God (Geistliche Stadt Gottes, 
Mirackul Seiner Allmacht, und Abgrund der Gnad Gottliche History und Leben, Der Mutter Gottes 
unser Frauen und Konigin Marize, Der Aller-seeligsten Jungfrauen, Ergantzerin der Schuld Eva, 
und Mittlerin der Gnad, Beoffenbahret in disen letzten Zeiten Durch eben dise Gottliche Jungrau 
ihrer mindesten Dienerin Schwester Maria von Jesu Abbtissin def Convents der unbefleckten 
Empfangnuf in der Stadt Agreda, Burgoensischer Provinz der Regularischen Observanz de 
heiligen Seraphischen Vatters Francisci, Zu einem neuen Liecht der Welt, Freud der Cathol. 
Kirchen, und Zuversicht der Menschen. Erstlich in Spanischer Original-Sprach sechs-und in 
Welcher zweymahl auffgelegt. Anjetzo wegen seine unaufssprechlichen Nutzens Von einem 
andachtigen Diener Maria in die hoch-Teutsche Sprach sambt dem Lebens-Begriff besagter 
Closter-Frauen Ubersetzt. Dritter Theil. Mit lhro Rom. Kayserl. und Cathol. Majest. Gnad und 
Freyheit, Wie auch Erlaubnuf der Obern. Der vierdte Druck. Sambt neuen Register 
Merckwurdiger Sachen. Augsburg ; Dillingen, Johann Caspar Bencards Seel. Wittib und Consort, 
1728). 
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6743938 


La Mistique Cité de Dieu Miracle de sa Toute-Puissance Abime de 
la Grace, Histoire Divine et la Vie De la trés-Sainte Vierge Marie 
Mere de Dieu, nétre Reine & Maitresse. Manifestée dans ces 
derniers siécles par la Sainte Vierge a la Soeur Marie de Jésus, 
Abbesse du Convent de I'lmmaculée Conception de la Ville 
d'Agreda, de l'Ordre de S. Francois; & écrite par cette méme Sceur, 
par ordre de ses Superieurs & de ses Confesseurs. Traduite de 
'Espagnol par le P. Thomas Croset, Récolet. Tome Premier 


de Jesus de 
Agreda, Maria ; 
Croset, 
Thomas (trans.) 


Marseille : Par 
Henri Martel 


1695 


8vo. pp. (56), 464, (6), (1 terminal blank), plus engraved frontispiece. Uncut, with deckled edges, 
bound in early 19th wrappers with bookseller’s ticket. Sole edition (as such, e.g. Brussels: 
Foppens, 1715 reissued the work under a slightly different title), in a remarkable state of 
preservation. “The book did not attract much attention outside of Spain until Croset, a Recollect 
friar, translated and published the first part of it, at Marseilles, 1696 [ie 1695!]. This was the signal 
of a storm, which broke out especially in the Sorbonne. It had already been condemned in Rome, 
4 August, 1681, by the Congregation of the Inquisition, and Innocent XI had forbidden the 
reading of it, but, at the instance of Charles II, suspended execution of the decree for Spain. But 
Croset's translation transgressed the order, and caused it to be referred to the Sorbonne, 2 May, 
1696. According to Hergenrdther, Kirchengeschichte (trad. franc., 1892, V, vi, p. 418), it was 
studied from the 2d to the 14th of July, and thirty-two sessions were held during which 132 
doctors spoke. It was condemned 17 July, 102 out of 152 members of the commission voting 
against the book. It was found that “it gave more weight to the revelations alleged to have been 
received than to the mystery of the Incarnation; that it adduced new revelations which the 
Apostles themselves could not have supported; that it applied the term ‘adoration’ to Mary; that it 
referred all her graces to the Immaculate Conception; that it attributed to her the government of 
the Church; that it designated her in every respect the Mother of Mercy and the Mediatrix of 
Grace, and pretended that St. Ann had not contracted sin in her birth, besides a number of other 
imaginary and scandalous assertions.” “This censure was confirmed on the 1st of October. The 
Spanish Cardinal Aguirre, although a friend of Bossuet who fully approved the censure, strove to 
have it annulled, and expressed his opinion that the Sorbonne could easily do so, as their 
judgment was based on a bad translation. Bossuet denounced it as ‘an impious impertinence, 
and a trick of the devil’. He objected to its title, The Divine Life, to its apocryphal stories, its 
indecent language, and its exaggerated Scotist philosophy.” (Catholic Encyclopedia). The fabled 
first edition (1670) of Agreda’s Mystica Ciudad de Dios is comparatively common relative to this 
suppressed translation 


6743939 


La Hermosura sin Lunar, Qual es la del Alma, y Cuerpo de Maria 
Santisima, significada en su Vida, escrita en Estancias de Cancion 
Real, y segun la Reveld la Sefiora a su Sierva la M. Maria de Jesus 
de Agreda: Su Autor el P. Doctor Joachin Navarro, de la Compafiia 
de Jesus, Ex-Cathedratico de Prima de la Universidad de Alcala: 
Dedicada a la Bellisima Imagen de la Misma Virgen, con el Titulo de 
la Hermosura, 6 Madre del Amor Hermoso, Protectora del Autor 


Navarro, 
Joachin 


Madrid : Por 
Joachin Ibarra 


1762 


4to. pp. (16), 255. With half-page engraving of an icon on *2. Contemporary vellum, recased 
(warped). “Ex libris Emmanuelis Postius, canonici Barcinonensis...”; stamps of University of 
Dayton (Marian Library duplicate). Sole edition. An important later defence of Maria de Agreda's 
biography of the Virgin Mary. In 22 cancions, the Jesuit Navarro affirms the legitimacy of Agreda 
and her visions, as well as her devotion to the Mother of God. A curious example of Jesuit 
polemical poetry coming to the assistance of a persecuted mystic 
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6743940 | Hermosa Azuzena, y Estrella Plantada, y fixa en el Suelo, y Cielo Faci, Roque A. | Zaragoza : per la 1737 4to. pp. (32), 386, (1 terminal blank), plus 1 [of 2] engraved portraits. Contemporary vellum, 
del Convento del Orden de la Purissima Concepcion de la Villa de (Roque Alberto) | Oficina de Joseph recased. Sole edition. Maria Francisca de S. Antonio entered the local Convent of the 
las Cuevas de Cafiarte, en el Reyno de Aragon. La Vida de la V. Fort Immaculate Conception at the age of 16 and died just four years later. The present work also 
Sor Maria Francisca de S. Antonio, (en el siglo de Pedro, y contains biographies of dozens of other nuns at the convent from 1691-1734, arranged 
Cascaxares) Religiosa de dicho Convento, Con una Breve Memoria chronologically by the year of their profession of faith (pp. 277-356). The work also contains 
de la Fundacion, y Fundadoras del mismo Convento, y de otras samples of Maria Francisca's own poetry. The engraved portrait of Maria Francisca is found in 
Religiosas, que en él florecieron en virtud Escrita por el R. P. M. Fr. the present copy, but a further portrait of Sor Delfina de Jesus, founder of the convent, is lacking 
Roque Alberto Faci, del Orden de N. S. del Carmen Observante, y here 
Retor del Collegio de S. Joseph de Zaragoza. Quien la dedica a la 
Reyna de los Angeles Maria SS. en su Concepcion Purissima 
6743941 | Compendio Della Vita della serva di Dio Suor Antonia Gaetana Schiavi, Bologna : per 1739 4to. pp. (8), 124, plus engraved portrait. Contemporary vellum. Sole edition of the life of this 
Casalini Vergine Bolognese Gia convivente coll'abito di. S. Gaetano | Lorenzo A. Lelio dalla Volpe otherwise unknown nun, who took up the habit of St. Cajetan (founder of the Theatines) while 
fra le Monache Agostiniane nel Monistero di Sant'Elena di Bologna | (Lorenzo living ina community of Augustinian nuns 
Descritto da D. Lorenzo Antonio Schiavi Sacerdote Bolognese, gia Antonio) 
Confessore ordinario delle dette Monache 
6743942 | [Engraved portrait of Louise de Marillac, Mademoiselle le Gras] Duchange, [Paris : G. [ca. Folio engraved portrait with lengthy caption, large margins, mounted on later blue cardstock. 
Gaspard (engr.) | Duchange] 1740?] | Exceptionally broad-margined copy of this celebrated portrait of Louise de Marillac, who in 1633 
cofounded (with St. Vincent de Paul) the Company of the Daughters of Charity, which served the 
needs of the sick and poor. Duchange was active from 1682-1757; the present portrait is held in 
a number of museum collections. 
6743943 | La Vie de la Vénérable Louise de Marillac, Veuve de M. Le Gras, Gobillon, Paris : Chez de 1769 8vo. pp. xxiv, 372, (12), 34. Lacking the 2 engraved portraits of Marillac and her husband. 
Fondatrice et premiere Supérieure de la Compagnie des Filles dela | Nicolas ; Collet, | Hansy le jeune, Contemporary calf. “Sr Grelba??? dite St. Francois Xarré???”. First edition, edited by Pierre 
Charité, Servantes des Pauvres Malades. Par. M. Gobillon, Curé de | Pierre (ed.) Libraire Collet from Gobillon's biography of 1676 
Saint Laurent. Revue, corrigée & augmentée par M. Collet, Prétre 
de la Congrégation de la Mission, Docteur en Théologie 
6743944 | Histoire de ce qui est arrivé au Tombeau de Sainte Genevieve Charpentier, Paris : Chez 1697 8vo. pp. (20), 41 [i.e. 45]; pp. 98, (6); pp. xxvi. First edition, and a fine copy. A very scholarly 
Depuis sa Mort jusqu'a present; et de Toutes les Processions de sa_| Pierre (ed.) ; Urbain Coustelier working of the Life of St Genevieve, providing a chronology as well as a biography and an 
Chasse. Sa Vie traduite sur l'Original Latin, écrit dix-huit ans aprés Lallemant, account of her legacy after her death. A Latin Vita is included at the rear, supposedly a 


sa mort. Avec Le méme Original revd sur plusieurs anciens 
Manuscrits 


Pierre (trans.) 


transcription of an account written just 18 years after her death in the 6th century. The translation 
is by Pére Pierre Lallemant. The work is dedicated to a new Order, the Canons Regular of St. 
Genevieve, founded ca. 1635 by Cardinal Rochefoucauld under the Rule of St. Augustine 
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6743945 | Modele de Foi, et de Patience dans toutes les Traverses de la vie, [de Flecelles de | [Amsterdam?] : 1754 8vo. 2 parts in 1 vol. pp. vi, 628, (2). Contemporary calf. First edition of both parts, published in 
& dans les grandes Pérsecutions; ou Vie de la Mere Marie des Brégy, Anne- “Aux dépens de la Amsterdam due to its sensitive nature. Marie des Anges Suireau was the Abbess of Port Royal 
Anges (Suireau), Abbesse de Maubisson & de Port-Royal Marie [Soeur Compagnie” and of Maubuisson, both of which professed the Cistercian Order. According to Barbier, this Vie 
Sainte- is the work of Sister Eustachia de Flecelles de Brégy, a nun at Port Royal, and Sister Madeleine 
Eustoquie] ; le le Cerf de Ste-Candide, a nun at Maubuisson 
Cerf de Ste- 
Candide, 
Madeleine] 
6743946 | La Vie de la Mere Marie Madeleine de la Trinité, Fondatrice des Grosez, Jean- Lyon : Chez 1696 8vo. pp. (16), 466, (14), plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary calf. “Reale Tenuta Viareggio 
Religieuses de N. Dame de Misericorde. Parle R. P. Grosez, dela | Etienne Antoine Boudet Toscana’, i.e. the royal library of the Bourbon kings and queen in Tuscany from 1821-1893 (Villa 
Compagnie de Jesus Borbonico). First edition, and the first biography of this nun. Marie-Madeleine was a co-founder - 
along with Antoine Yvan (d. 1653) of a new Order following the Rule of St Augustine. The Nuns 
of Our Lady of Mercy began in 1637 or 1639 and received Papal approval in 1642, but never 
expanded beyond three 'houses' and appears to have entirely died out in modern times. This was 
an unusual Order in several respects: it was founded by both a man and a woman, and its 
avowed purpose was to take in girls who possessed no dowry, and who might be rejected by 
other Orders. This tenet suggests just how important the finances of the nuns themselves were to 
the running of convents during this period. The portrait of Marie-Madeleiene shows her holding a 
flaming heart in one hand and a talking figurine of the Virgin and Child in the other 
6743947 | Le Triomphe de la Pauvreté et des Humiliations, ou la Vie de [Maillard, Jean] | Paris : Chez 1732 8vo. pp. (2), 402, (4). Contemporary calf. Bookplate, “C. O.”, as well as F. G. Paimparey of 
Mademoiselle de Bellere du Tronchay, appellée communément Gabriel Martin Meaux. First edition of the first biography of Soeur Louise, a remarkable mystic little-known in the 
Soeur Louise: avec ses Lettres English literature. This secular nun experienced an unusually high volume of ecstasies, visions, 
and demonic possessions, and was imprisoned in a mental hospital, the Salpétriére from the age 
of 28 onwards. Her letters contain vivid descriptions of her visions and her life in the asylum, and 
challenge assumptions about religious experience and mental health 
6743948 | Discours sur la Vie et les Vertus de la Vénérable Soeur Jeanne de la | [Céver] Angers : Chez 1743 8vo. pp. xvii, (7), 305, (5), plus folding engraved frontispiece. Lacking final blank. Contemporary 


Noue, Fondatrice & premiere Supérieure de la Maison de la 
Providence de Saumur, décédée le 16. Aoiit 1736. en odeur de 
Sainteté 


Pierre-Louis 
Dubé, Imprim. de 
Monseig. I'Eveque 
& de l'Université 


calf. “Ce livre apartien a moy marie rose susana de st jean, je pri ceux ou elle qui le trouveront de 
le me ??? je leur ??? seront ??? bien obligé? a la provedance de Saumur”. Sole edition. The first 
biography of Jeanne Delanoue, locally venerated but canonized only in the late 20th C. 
Delanoue's father died when she was six, leaving the family business to her and her mother. 
They ran it successfully until Jeanne decided to consecrate herself and her financial resources to 
helping the poor. By 1704 she had ‘hired’ local girls to help with her charitable activities, and in 
1709 the constitutions of a new order, of St Anne of Providence, were approved by Clement XI. 
The present work was published just 7 years after her death; the Bibliographie Catholique 
attributes it to a certain M. Cever, Chaplain of the Ladies of the Calvary in nearby Chinon. A 
near-contemporary ownership inscription on the flyleaf confirms that the book belonged to a nun, 
Marie Rose Susana de St Jean, at the Convent of the Providence of Saumur — founded by 
Jeanne Delanoue some 50 years earlier 
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6743949 


Vita della Venerabile Serva di Dio Giovanna Maria Battista Solimani 
Fondatrice dell'Ordine delle Monache Romite, e della 
Congregazione de' Sacerdoti Missionari di S. Giovanni Battista 
Scritta da Lorenzo Canepa Rettore del Nobile Collegio Durazzi, e 
dedicata al Serenissimo Gian Carlo Pallavicini Doge della 
Repubblica di Genova 


Canepa, 
Lorenzo 


Genoa : Nella 
Stamperia 
Casamara 


1787 


Large 4to. pp. (12), 304, plus engraved frontispiece. 19th C half calf. Bookplate of Bibliotheca 
Vercellone, Sordevolo. Sole edition. Never beatified, Solimani was responsible for the founding of 
not one but two new Orders. In 1744 the Sisterhood of St John the Baptist received Papal 
approval, having existed informally since 1730. “The congregation intended to lead a life of 
penitence in imitation of the precursor of Christ and under his patronage. All the choir sisters, 
therefore, added to their names in religion that of Baptista in honour of their illustrious model... 
The congregation drew its members from among the young girls and widows who were admitted 
into their houses as lay-sisters. Tertiaries took care of their churches and gathered the alms of 
which they had need. A rigorous cloister was observed. The sisters rose at midnight for Matins, 
slept in their clothes, went bare-footed, and observed a continual abstinence. The whole life was 
one of extreme austerity.” (Catholic Encyclopedia). In addition to this Solimani also founded in 
1749 the Congregation of Missionary Priests of St John the Baptist, but by the end of the 18th 
century that Order had been suppressed 


6743950 


La Vie de Mademoiselle de Meleun, fille de Guillaume de Meleun, 
Prince d'Epinoy, Fondatrice des Religieuses Hospitaliéres de Baugé 
en Anjou, Pour servir de modéle 

aux Personnes de qualité, & aux Hospitaliéres 


[Grandet, 
Joseph] 


Paris : Chez 
George & Lotis 
Josse 


1687 


8vo. pp. (40), 14, 17-550, plus engraved portrait bound at front rather than between pp 14-17. 
Contemporary calf. “Ce livre est du Monastere de la Visitation Ste Marie de Chalon” on title page. 
First edition. The second edition was published in 1703, and the viscount de Melun abridged this 
hagiography in the mid-nineteenth century. Grandet's work is the only contemporary printed 
source we have traced of this life of Anne-Eugéne de Meleun, founder of a convent for the 
Hospitaller Nuns of St. Joseph in Baugé, a young Order devoted to caring for the sick and poor. 
Anne-Eugéne grew up without her father in a household which had fallen on hard times following 
the confiscation of her father’s property. She felt the call to a life of ascetic piety at a young age 
but was strictly forbidden from leaving her mother’s care; eventually, in 1643 she arranged in 
secret to be accepted into a convent in Antwerp and fled her home. Heartbroken, her mother 
tracked down her daughter and pleaded with her to return, threatening to disown her, but the 
young nun’s resolve to serve the Carmelite order remained unbroken 


6743951 


La Vie de la Vénérable Mere Victoire Fornari, Fondatrice de |'Ordre 
des Annonciades Célestes; avec I'Abrégé de la Vie de la Vénérable 
Mere Marie Magdeleine Lomellini Centurion, Religieuse du méme 
Ordre; et d'Etienne Centurion, Décédé Prétre Religieux de la 
Congrégation des Clercs Réguliers, dits Barnabites: Ouvrage 
posthume de M. Collet; Revu, corrigé & mis au jour par M. I' Abbé 
de Montis, Docteur en Théologie & Censeur Royal 


Collet, Pierre ; 
de Montis, Paul 
(ed.) 


Paris : Chez A. M. 
Lottin l'ainé, 
Libraire-Imprimeur 
Ordinaire de 
Monseigneur le 
Dauphin & de la 
Ville 


1771 


8vo. pp. viii, 518, (2). Contemporary calf. “Ce livre est du Monastere de la Visitation Ste Marie de 
Dijon”. First edition. Obeying the instructions of the Madonna, who appeared to her in a vision, 
Fornari founded the Order of Annunciades (Blue Nuns) in 1604, rather than re-marrying to 
support her children. This translation is dedicated to the nuns of the Celestial Annunciation in 
France, evidence of the growing popularity of that Order during this period. The work is based on 
manuscripts material left by Pierre Collet after his death, and includes the lives of both the 
founder of the Order and a nun, Marie-Magdeleine Lomellini Centurion, about whom little else 
seems to have been written 
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6743952 | La Vie de la Venerable Mere Marie Agnes Dauvaine, l'une des [de la Barre, Paris : Chez 1675 Large 4to. pp. (16), 375, (1), plus engraved portrait. Contemporary calf. A beautiful copy. Marie- 
Premieres Fondatrices du Monastere de I'Annonciade Celeste de Jean-Baptiste] | Estienne Michallet Elisabeth Henneau (Histoires d'Historiennes, p. 50) notes that this is the only other biography of 
Paris. Recueillie sur les memoires des Religieuses du mesme a Blue Nun to have been printed, aside from the lifes of the founder, Marie-Victoire Fornari; the 
Monastere. Et composée par un Pere de la Compagnie de Jesus, writings and biographies of other nuns circulated exclusively in manuscripts. The present work 
Amy de l'Ordre also gives interesting evidence of the literary activities of nuns in convents, who evidently kept 
their own memoires or spiritual diaries on which de la Barre was able to draw 
6743953 | Costumi, o Siano Buoni Usi delle Monache Dell'Ordine della Fornari, Maria Milan : Per Gio. 1659 8vo. pp. 154, (4), (1 blank). Woodcut of the Annunciation on title page. Contemporary vellum, 
Santissima Annontiata Celeste Fondata in Genova l'anno 1604. V. (Maria Francesco, & recased. First (?) edition, unrecorded. Very little seems to be known about the early years of this 
dalla Ven. Madre Maria Vittoria Fornari Strata, stampati ad instanza | Vittoria) fratelli Camagni, order, known as the Blue Nuns, following their founding in Genoa in 1604. The earliest edition of 
delle medesime Monache Stampatori the rules of the order recorded in the Italian Union Catalog dates from 1686 and are entitled 
‘Costumi 0 Siano Buoni Usi delle Monache dell’Ordine della Santissima Annociata Celeste’. The 
present copy is eccentrically printed (the signatures read B1, B3, Bd etc.) though the pagination 
is regular. Although there are no ownership inscriptions, this copy was very carefully corrected by 
an early reader using handwritten paper slips to replace key passages — and so was evidently a 
‘working copy’. Close comparison with the 1686 edition would no doubt yield interesting results 
6743954 | Costumi o Siano Buoni Usi delle Monache Dell’Ordine della Fornari, Maria Milan : per Carlo 1686 8vo. pp. 146, (2). With woodcut vignette of the Annunciation on title page. Contemporary 
Santissima Annociata Celeste Fondato in Genova I'anno 1604. dalla | V. (Maria Federico Gagliardi cartonnato. Earliest recorded edition, although there is a 1659 unrecorded version. Like the 1659 
Ven. Madre Maria Vittoria Fornari Strata,Stampati ad instanza delle | Vittoria) edition, this work was ‘printed at the behest of the nuns’, according to the title page. Very little 
medesime Monache seems to be known about the early years of this order, known as the Blue Nuns, following their 
founding in Genoa in 1604. This book is a rare survival of a particularly austere order's 
regulations 
6743955 | Constitutionen Oder Satzungen Fur die Geistlichen Des Ordens Der | Fornari, Maria [Switzerland?] [ca. 12mo. pp. 275, (5). Contemporary calf. “M. D. ???? Kenberg [?], Celestinerin in ????”. Bound 
Verkundigter Jungfrauen, Welcher gestifftet worden zu Genua, V. (Maria 1690?] | with the author's 'Reglen Und Unterrichtungen Fur die Beamtinnen Des Closters Der 
Anno 1604. Auf Italianischer und Frantzdsischer in die Teutsche Vittoria) Verkundigter Jungfrauen, So Zu Genua gestifftet worden im Jahr unsers Erléser 1604. Aufs neu 


Sprach versetzt. 


gedruckt, und gleichférmig der Ubung, rechter haltung der Satzungen fur die Closter dieses 
Ordens Anno 1624. Auf Italianischer in Franzosischer anjetzo aber aus beyden Exemplarien in 
die teutsche Sprach versetzt' and 'Unterrichtungen Fur die Closter-Frauen Des Ordens Der 
Verkundigter Jungfrauen, So zu Genua gestifftet worden. Anno 1604. Gleichformig der Practic 
der Constitutionen, gerichtet zur Instruction der Geistlichen Ubungen flr die Closter dieses 
Ordens. Aus Italianischer in Franzésische, anjetzo aber aus beyden Exemplarien in die teutsche 
Sprach versetzt' (both also ca. 1690). Very little seems to be known about the early years of this 
order, known as the Blue Nuns, following their founding in Genoa in 1604. A remarkable survival, 
evidently owned by a Celestine nun (ownership inscription on verso of the title page of the 
present work ["M. D. Valkenborg Celestinerin in A[a]chen"]). “The most rigorous poverty and a 
total separation from the world are prescribed. The religious are only allowed to speak to externs 
six times in a year, and then only to near relations, the men to those of the first, the women to 
those of the first and second degree.” (Butler, Lives of the Saints). 
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6743956 | Quinque Prudentes Virgines sive B. Beatricis de Nazareth, B. Enriquez, Antwerp : Apud 1630 8vo. pp. (16), 458, (14), 1 terminal blank. Contemporary vellum, rebacked with modern faux- 
Aleydis de Scharenbecka, B. Idee de Nivellis, B. Idae de Lovanio, B. | Chrysostomo loannem vellum. Sole edition. A compendium of the lives of five female Cistercians, all blessed’ (or indeed 
Idee de Lewis, Ordinis Cisterc. Preeclara gesta, ex antiquis M. S. Cnobbaert [Jan saintly, like St. Alice). Most of these women are today considered 'mystics' and certainly inspired 
eruta. AcceRit Catalogus copiosus Sanctarum & Beatarum maximé Cnobbaert] each other during the Golden Age of Flemish mysticism in the 13th century, when the majority of 
illustrium eiusdem instituti, Auctore P. F. Chrysostomo Henriquez them were active 
Hertensi, S. T. Magistro, Ord. Cisterc. Historiographo Generali 
6743957 | Reglen Und Unterrichtungen Fur die Beamtinnen Des Closters Der | Fornari, Maria [Switzerland?] [ca. 12mo. pp. 180, (6). Contemporary calf. Bound with the author's 'Constitutionen oder Satzungen 
Verkundigter Jungfrauen, So Zu Genua gestifftet worden im Jahr V. (Maria 1690?] | fur die Geistlichen des Ordens der VerkUndigter Jungfrauen, welcher gestifftet worden zu Genua, 
unsers Erloser 1604. Aufs neu gedruckt, und gleichformig der Vittoria) Anno 1604. Auf Italianischer und Frantzdsischer in die Teutsche Sprach versetzt' and 
Ubung, rechter haltung der Satzungen fir die Closter dieses Ordens ‘Unterrichtungen Fur die Closter-Frauen Des Ordens Der Verktindigter Jungfrauen, So zu Genua 
Anno 1624. Auf Italianischer in Franzdsischer anjetzo aber aus gestifftet worden. Anno 1604. Gleichformig der Practic der Constitutionen, gerichtet zur 
beyden Exemplarien in die teutsche Sprach versetzt Instruction der Geistlichen Ubungen fur die Closter dieses Ordens. Aus Italianischer in 
Franzosische, anjetzo aber aus beyden Exemplarien in die teutsche Sprach versetzt' (both also 
ca. 1690). Very little seems to be known about the early years of this order, known as the Blue 
Nuns, following their founding in Genoa in 1604. A remarkable survival, evidently owned by a 
Celestine nun (ownership inscription on verso of the title page of 'Constitutionen Oder Satzugen' 
["M. D. Valkenborg Celestinerin in A[aJchen")). “The most rigorous poverty and a total separation 
from the world are prescribed. The religious are only allowed to speak to externs six times in a 
year, and then only to near relations, the men to those of the first, the women to those of the first 
and second degree.” (Butler, Lives of the Saints). 
6743958 | Unterrichtungen Fur die Closter-Frauen Des Ordens Der Fornari, Maria [Switzerland?] [ca. 12mo. pp. 156, (4). Contemporary calf. Bound with the author's 'Constitutionen Oder Satzungen 
Verkuindigter Jungfrauen, So zu Genua gestifftet worden. Anno V. (Maria 1690?] | Fur die Geistlichen Des Ordens Der Verkiindigter Jungfrauen, Welcher gestifftet worden zu 
1604. Gleichformig der Practic der Constitutionen, gerichtet zur Vittoria) Genua, Anno 1604. Auf Italianischer und Frantzdsischer in die Teutsche Sprach versetzt' and 


Instruction der Geistlichen Ubungen fur die Closter dieses Ordens. 
Aus ltalianischer in Franzdsische, anjetzo aber aus beyden 
Exemplarien in die teutsche Sprach versetzt 


'Reglen Und Unterrichtungen Fur die Beamtinnen Des Closters Der Verktindigter Jungfrauen, So 
Zu Genua gestifftet worden im Jahr unsers Erléser 1604. Aufs neu gedruckt, und gleichformig 
der Ubung, rechter haltung der Satzungen fur die Closter dieses Ordens Anno 1624. Aug 
Italianischer in Franzosischer anjetzo aber aus beyden Exemplarien in die teutsche Sprach 
versetzt' (both also ca. 1690). All three titles are unrecorded in VD17 or KvK save for the present 
work, which is recorded in one copy in Hildesheim, meeting this collation. Very little seems to be 
known about the early years of this order, known as the Blue Nuns, following their founding in 
Genoa in 1604. A remarkable survival, evidently owned by a Celestine nun (ownership inscription 
on verso of the title page of 'Constitutionen Oder Satzugen' ["M. D. Valkenborg Celestinerin in 
Afajchen")). “The most rigorous poverty and a total separation from the world are prescribed. The 
religious are only allowed to speak to externs six times in a year, and then only to near relations, 
the men to those of the first, the women to those of the first and second degree.” (Butler, Lives of 
the Saints). 
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6743959 | La Vie de la Venerable Mere Jeanne de L'Estonnac, Veuve a Feu de Toulouse, Toulouse : Par 1671 4to. pp. (42), 473. 19th-century quarter calf. First edition of the first biography of Jeanne de 
Messire Gaston de Montferrand, Marquis de Landiras; Premiere Francois Jean Pech, Lestonnac. Lestonnac founded the Sisters of the Company of Mary, Our Lady, in 1607 with Papal 
Religieuse, et Mere Fondatrice de I'Ordre des Religieuses de Nostre Imprimeur approval; it was the first religious order of women-teachers approved by the Church 
Dame. Composée par le R. Pere Francois de Toulouse, Prestre ordinaire des 
Capucin Estats generaux 
du Pais de Foix 
6743960 | La Vie de la Venerable Mere Jeanne de Lestonac, Fondatrice de [Beaufils, Toulouse : Chez 1742 8vo. pp. xx, 394, (6), plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary calf. Illegible childish scrawls. 
Ordre des Religieuses de Notre-Dame Guillaume] Pierre Robert, Sole edition. Including a very simple portrait frontispiece of the future saint, entirely devoid of any 
Imprimeur-Libraire imagery or symbolism. Like Frangois de Toulouse's 1671 work 'La Vie de la Venerable Mere 
Jeanne de L'Estonnac,' Beaufils' Vie was published in Toulouse — a city apparently particularly 
attached to the saint, who first entered convent life there at the age of 46 following her 
widowhood 
6743961 | Ceremonial des Religieuses de la Congregation de Nostre-Dame, Luxembourg : 1690 Ato. pp. (4), 218, 177, (3), including musical notation. 19th C quarter calf. “A l'usage de Soeur 
acomodé a I'Usage Romain selon les Rubriques du Breviaire & Chés André Melanie Colmart religieuse” / “Je suis a l'usage de ?? M. |. Hersan [?] Rosalie Rse Indiane ???”. 
Missel, & conformément au Cérémonial & Rituel Romains ; révd, Chevalier, Third edition, and the only edition printed in Luxembourg. The first edition appeared at Chaalons, 
corrigé & augmenté de quelques Psalmes qu'on a mis au long des Imprimeur & just outside Paris, in 1668. A remarkable glimpse into convent life: the entire second section is 


impropéres & du Te Deum en notes, & des Cérémonies de la 
Cléture a |’érection d’un nouveau Monastére. Troisiéme edition 


Libraire ordinaire 
du Roi 


devoted to “description of altars, vestments, ceremonies, and other aspects of religious life of the 
sisters of the Congregation de Nostre Dame, compiled to ensure exactitude and uniformity 
throughout all the houses of the Congregation. Text is arranged in four parts: the first describes 
church furnishings and bellringing; part two describes how the ceremonies of the Divine Office 
should be conducted; part three deals with the ceremonies of convent life, including how to 
receive postulates and novices, the profession of vows, election of a mother superior, and 
reception of a bishop; and the final part describes how to administer the sacraments to the ill and 
the dying. Includes liturgical music and psalms.” (Newberry catalog). The present copy contains a 
number of (19th C?) pencil annotations: ‘be seated’, ‘on bended knee’, ‘arise’, etc., as well as a 
pasted slip of extra directions on p. 38 
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6743962 | Conduite Salutaire, contenant les Exercices Journaliers, de la Eichstatt : Chez 1728 Ato. pp. (10), 358, 10, (1). Contemporary calf. Sole edition. A manual of devotion for the 
Devotion Chretienne. Une Excellente Pratique pour la Communion, Francois Strauss, Demoiselles Pensionnaires of Eichstatt, dedicated by the nuns of the Congregation of Our Lady 
pendant les trois jours qui la precedent, (y comprise celle pour la Imprimeur & to the Electress of Bavaria. The focus of the prayers is “Communion, the three days preceding it 
confession,) le jour qu'on la regoit, et les trois suivans. Une autre Libraire de la Cour (including that for Confession), the day on which it is received, and the three days following it”. 
pratique de la vraie devotion au Sacré Coeur de Jesus, dans le 
saint Sacrement de |'Autel, &c. Suivie de la dévotion a la tres sainte 
Vierge, a saint Joseph, aI’ Ange Gardien. &c. Differentes prieres, 

Les Pseaumes de la pénitence. Des Entretiens affectifs pour les 
principales, Fétes de l'année. Avec quelques courtes Meditations, 
sur differens sujets tirez de l'Ecriture sainte. Et enfin une 
préparation a la mort. Le tout recueilli dans de bons Auteurs, 
accommode a I'Usage des Demoiselles Pensionnaires, des 
Religieuses de la Congrégation de Notre Dame d'Eychstett, selon 
l'exact prescrit de leurs Constitutions, touchant l'ordonnance de 
I'Instruction du jeune sexe, permise & priviligée par le saint Siege. 
Le tout tres utile & tres propre a toutes sortes de personnes, qui 
desirent de faire progrez dans la solide pieté & dévotion 

6743963 | [Breve Notizia della Vita della B. Giuliana Falconieri, Fondatrice [Lorenzini, [Rome : Presso 1719 8vo. pp. 52 including engraved vignette on p 1, plus folded engraved portrait. Lacking the first 
dell'Ordine delle Mantellate de' Servi di Maria] Francesco M. Francesco four leaves (title and dedication), might be known under a different title. Early wrappers. First 

(Francesco Gonzaga] edition. Contains a large, dramatic full-length portrait of the saint by Arnould van Westerhout — 

Maria)] perhaps intended to be removed for private devotion, as it bears lengthy orations. Following her 
uncle’s establishment of the Third Order of Servites, Giuliana promptly founded her own offshoot, 
the ‘Religious Sisters’ of that order, known as the ‘Mantellate’ in reference to their peculiarly 
short-sleeved habit, designed to facilitate manual labour 

6743964 | Vita di S. Giuliana Falconieri Fiorentina Fondatrice del Terz’Ordine Lorenzini, Rome : nella 1737 4to.pp. (16), 76, (4), plus engraved portrait. Contemporary vellum. “Da Casa degli ??????”; later 
de’ Servi detto delle Mantellate. Alla Santita di Nostro Signore Francesco M. Stamperia di stamps of collector P. Nando. First edition as such of Lorenzini’s biography of the newly-minted 
Clemente XII. P. O. M. (Francesco Antonio de' Rossi saint (canonized 1737). The work is based on Lorenzini's 'Breve Notizia della Vita della B. 

Maria) Giuliana Falconieri' but features a new portrait 

6743965 | Vita, e Morte della Rema. e Ser[enissi]ma Madama Suor Anna Barchi, Mantua ; Bologna | 1643 4to. pp. 32, 224, plus engraved frontispiece. Numerous errors in pagination. Contemporary 
Giuliana Gonzaga, Arciduchessa d'Austria &c. Del Terz'Ordine de’ Gioseppe M. : presso gli Eredi armorial vellum with initials 'M. S. C. C.". . Second edition (first, 1623). At the age of 5 Anna 
Servi di Maria Verg. Restauratrice della detta S. Religione in (Gioseppe del Cochi Gonzaga fell seriously ill and experienced a vision of the Virgin Mary. She married to become the 
Germania. Scritta la seco[njda volta pil diffusame[n]te dal sue Maria) [Barchi, Archduchess of Austria, but upon the death of her husband in 1596, she fulfilled her longstanding 
Confessore Fr. Gioseppe Maria Barchi dell'Ordine isteRo, Vicario Giuseppe M. desire to become a nun, and joined the Third Order of the Servite Nuns of the Virgin Mary. A 
Generale per la Germania. E ristampata in Bologna dal P. Fr. (Giuseppe process for her canonization was opened in 1693 but was never continued 
Tomaso Rosa Correttore della Compagnia dell'Habito Maria)] ; [Rosa, 

Tomaso] 
6743966 | Raccolta di Componimenti Poetici nel Prender I’Abito Religioso nel Florence : nella 1746 4to. pp. XXIII. Engraved arms on title. Disbound. For the entry of Maria Maddalena Strozzi into 


Venerabil 
Monastero di S. Maria Regina Caeli detto Chiarito in Firenze, 
'Illustrissima Signora Maria Maddalena Strozzi 


Stamperia di 
Gaetano Albizzini 


the Mantellate Convent of Florence 
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6743967 | Rituale ad Usum Monialium S. Bemardi Ordinis Cisterciensis in Rome : Typis 1788 4to. pp. 38, (2). Contemporary vellum. Sole edition. The ancient church of St. Susanna in Rome 
Monasterio Joachim Puccinelli dates back to the third century. In 1587 the site was given over to a community of Cistercian 
Sanctee Susanne Virginis, et Martyris ad Thermas Diocletianas, nuns. The present work contains the rituals used by the nuns for initiating novices, electing a new 
Militantium sub Regula Sancti Patris Benedicti Abbatis Abbess, receiving visitors, and so on 

6743968 | Regola delle Monache scritta da S. Girolamo alla Vergine Eustochio | Gatteschi, Florence : Per 1782 8vo. pp. xii, 153, plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary cartonnato. Sole edition. St Jerome 
e sue Religiose Portata dal Testo Latino nella Toscana Favella da Domenico (ed.) | Gaetano composed these precepts for Giulia Eustachio (ca. 368-420), who had followed him on a tour 
Domenico Gatteschi aggiuntovi un trattato dello stesso S. Padre in Cambiagi around Egypt and the Holy Land. They have here been translated and edited by Gatteschi, who 
lode, ed ammaestramento delle Vergini Dedicata al merito sublime Stampatore also adds a further treatise by Jerome on the administration of convents 
dell'lllustriss. e Reverendiss. Monsignore Ranieri Mancini Patrizio Granducale 
Cortonese Vescovo di Fiesole 

6743969 | Regula Ordinis Fontis-Ebraldi. La Regle de I'Ordre de Font-Evrauld. | [Ordre de Font- | Paris : Chez 1642 12mo. pp. (20), 364, plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary vellum. “Soeur De Benoist”, 
Imprimée par l'Ordonnance de tres-lllustre & Religieuse Princesse Evrauld] ; de Antoine Vitray, dated 1766. Rules of the Order of Fontevraud, situated solely in an abbey founded in 1101. This 
Madame Jeanne-Baptiste de Bourbon Fille L. de France, Abbesse, Bourbon, Imprimeur edition was printed at the behest of the Abbess Jeanne-Baptiste de Bourbon, daughter of Henri 
Chef et Générale dudit Ordre Jeanne- Ordinaire du Roy, IV. Although always headed by a female General of the Order, the Abbey of Fontevraud is in fact 

Baptiste ; Vitre, | & du Clerge de mixed, and the present work contains the Rules for Nuns followed by the Rules for Monks. This 
Antoine (trans.) | France edition appears to be a corrected second issue, as it contains none of the mispaginations noted 
; Comet, in the copy held at Harvard. It contains a bull of Clement VII concerning the order in 1520. 
Nicolas (ed.) ; 

Coqueret, Jean 

(ed.) 

6743970 | Vita della Serva di Dio Donna Leonora Ramirez Montalvo [Ugolini del Florence : Per 1731 Ato. pp. xIvili, 592, plus folding engraved portrait. Contemporary patterned boards. First edition. A 
Fondatrice dell’Umili Ancille della Santissima Trinita del Nobile Chiaro, Maria] Michele Nestenus laywoman, Leonora Montalvo is seen as a pioneer of female education. She established two 
Conservatorio detto La Quiete e dell’Ancille della SS. Vergine : Francesco secular conservatories for the education of children as well as a religious ‘institute’, the 
dell'Incarnazione All'Altezza Reale del Serenissimo Gio. Gastone Motcke Handmaidens of the Holy Trinity. She also composed her own spiritual poetry, which appears in 
Granduca di Toscana Loro Signore the present work for the first time (pp 555-580). On p. ix the publisher names Maria Ugolini del 

Chiaro, wife of the wealthy Florentine patrician Leon Battista del Chiaro, as the author 
responsible 

6743971 | Het Leven van de seer Edele Doorluchtighste en H. Begga, [Charles, J. ; Antwerp : By de 1712 8vo. pp. 535, (25), plus 3 engraved portraits. Contemporary calf. First edition of this new life of 
Hertoginne van Brabant, Stightersse der Beggynnen. Met Een Cort | van Ryckel, Weduwe van St. Begga, the subject of popular veneration in her native Brabant. A different text appeared in 
Begryp van de Levens der Salige, Godtvruchtige en Lof-weerdige Jozef Geldolf Petrus Jacobs Flemish in 1631, according to the STCV. The present copy contains all three engravings, 


Beggyntjens Der Vermaerde en Hoogh-ghepresen Beggyn-hoven 
by een vergadert door eenen onbekenden Dienaer Godts 


(ed.) ; Bouttats, 
Filibert II (engr.) 
; van Merlen, 
Theodor J. Il 
(Theodor 
Joannes II) 


(engr.)] 


illustrating not only St. Begga, but some of her early female followers: Joanna Dedemaecker and 
St. Anna van Schrieck 
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6743972 | La Vie de la Bien-Heureuse Marie d’Oignies. Ecrite par Jacques de | de Vitry, Namur : J. 1719 8vo. pp. (30), 209 [i.e. 208, p. 131 not included in pagination], (8). 19th C marbled wrappers. 
Vitry Evéque & Cardinal; & rapportée par Surius dans son Ill. Tome | Jacques ; Jacques “Institut de I'Adoration perpetuelle, Anvers” on title page. Sole (historical) edition, unrecorded. 
au mois de Juin [Surius, Lafontaine New edition in 1868. Although professed a Beguine, Marie did not live a cloistered life following 
Laurentius] an approved rule, but rather adopted a free form of devout life marked by strenuous asceticism 
and manual labour. She received many visions, experienced ecstasies, and wept uncontrollably 
when meditating on the Passion of Christ. She did not eat meat, dressed in white clothes, and 
mortified her flesh in acts of penance. Jacques de Vitry was her spiritual confessor and 
biographer, and the present work is drawn from his MS Vita. However, this is a curiously rare 
book, and remarkably the only printing to be found of any biography of d'Oignies before the 20th 
century 
6743973 | Vita Della Serva di Dio Suor Ma. Innocenza Orselli da Forli, Belloni, Forli : Nella 1741 4to. pp. (16), 443, (1), plus engraved portrait. Modern quarter calf. Bookplate and binding of the 
Religiosa Professa nel Monistero di S. Catterina in detta Citta. Tommaso Stamperia del Writers' Library, London. Sole edition of this detailed life of Maria Orselli, a nun at the 
Descritta da Tommaso Belloni, Sacerdote Forlivese e Dedicata alla Montanari, e (Calmadolese?) Convent of St. Catherine in Forli (suppressed during the Napoleonic invasion). 
Santita di Nostro Signore Benedetto Decimoquarto Marozzi Orselli entered the convent at the age of 16 and died 9 years later. The Bishop of Forli had 
recently allowed Belloni access to Orselli’s archive following her death, from which he composed 
the present work. Belloni’s dedication to Pope Benedict XIV makes it clear that this virtuous nun 
was intended to be considered for beatification 
6743974 | Rosario della Gloriosa Vergine Maria, Con le sue pie da Fabriano, Venice : Appresso | 1583 Small 4to. pp. (80). Woodcut borders throughout, including title page; 1 full-page woodcut on 
Contemplationi, Ordini, Capitoli, & Stationi di Roma Composto dal Sebastiano i Guerri, fratelli A3v; 15 half-page woodcuts. Title page clipped at border, and a few printing flaws (?) throughout. 
R. P. Don Sebastiano da Fabriano, Monaco Camaldolese. Et This copy is the first book ina Sammelband, bound with Francesco Melchiori, Pie Meditationi per 
aggiantovi le divote Meditationi per tutti li giorni della Settimana; Tutti li Giorni della Settimana, Et alcune Lodi a Giest, Nostro Signore, & alla sua diletta Madre 
Con alcune Lodi a Giesti N. S. & alla sua diletta Madre Maria. Con Maria, Con le divote Letanie del Signore, & della Madonna. Venice, Appresso i Guerri, fratelli, 
privilegio. In Venetia, Appresso i Guerri, fratelli. Ad instanza della 1583. Also bound with a small printed broadside of the indulgences recently granted by Benedict 
Confraternita del S. Rosario in S. Pietro Martire di Murano XIll to those reciting the Rosary, dated 1726. First edition, untraced. This beautifully-printed 
rosary, with woodcut borders and vignettes throughout the text, was printed at the behest of a 
Confraternity of the Rosary, according to the title page. It is dedicated to a local Camaldolese 
nun, Maria Laudomia Stufa, suggesting its use by women more broadly. ICCU records a 1584 
edition with the same collation, but this would appear to be the first edition. 
6743975 | Pie Meditationi per Tutti li Giorni della Settimana, Et alcune Lodi a Melchiori, Venice : Appresso | 1583 Small 4to. pp. (32). Woodcut borders throughout, and 5 half-page woodcuts. 18th C (?) vellum. 
Giesu, Nostro Signore, & alla sua diletta Madre Maria, Con le divote | Francesco i Guerri, fratelli This copy is the second book in a Sammelband, bound with Sebastiano da Fabriano. Rosario 


Letanie del Signore, & della Madonna 


della Gloriosa Vergine Maria, Con le sue pie Contemplationi, Ordini, Capitoli, & Stationi di Roma 
Composto dal R. P. Don Sebastiano da Fabriano, Monaco Camaldolese. Et aggiantovi le divote 
Meditationi per tutti li giorni della Settimana; Con alcune Lodi a Giesu N. S. & alla sua diletta 
Madre Maria. Venice, Appresso i Guerri, fratelli, 1583. Also bound with a small printed broadside 
of the indulgences recently granted by Benedict XIII to those reciting the Rosary, dated 1726. 
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6743976 | Scala Coeli, ofte Leere des Hemels, dat is, Eenen korten wegh tot Verhesen, Antwerp : By de 1701 8vo. pp. (34), 232, (4), including engraved frontispiece (scala coeli with coat of arms of 
den Hemel leydende door de devotie vanden H. Roosen-Crans, syn | Adrianus ; Weduwe van Reginaldus Cools, bisshop of Antwerp) and 15 engraved plates by Filibert Bouttats II depicting 
Uer-Ghebedt, ende Volle Aflataeten, Die de Broeders ende Susters | Bouttats, Bartholomeus the mysteries. Contemporary calf. “Johannes Baptista Brack” / Isabelle Costermans / “V[eu]ve 
van dit Broederschap daeghelijckx konnen verdienen. Door den Philibert (engr.) | Foppens Pluys, donne a ma fille Elisa”. Second edition (first, 1698). A very rare vernacular guide to the 
Eerw. P. Adrianus Verhesen Predick-heer practice of the Rosary, intended for members of both sexes of the Confraternity of the Holy 
Rosary — an informal organization whose devotees attempt to pray the entire Rosary weekly or 
even daily. This copy belonged to several different readers, including a certain Isabelle 
Costermans, who gave it to her daughter to study as well. The frontispiece depicts a ladder to 
Heaven whose rungs correspond to virtues; the engraved plates depict the Mysteries of the 
Rosary, with a legend in the text to guide the reader through specific devotions. 
6743977 | Das wunderbarlich Leben De® auferwehlten Gefak Jesu Christi, Binet, Cologne : 1652 12mo. pp. (24) including added engraved title page, 534, (18). Contains faded and canceled 
der H. Seraphischen Mutter Brigittze. Und der Orden def Stephanus Gedruckt [...] bey ownership inscription (Maria ...). Contemporary sheep with 2 clasps. Sole edition of this German 
Seeligmachers unnd der allerheiligsten Jungfrawen Marize. Sammt | [Binet, Etienne] | Wilhelm Friessem translation, following the French original of 1634. The work features two separate dedications to 
einem Spiegel darinnen zu sehen die wahren Reglen zum Himmel. ; Megerle, both St Bridget herself and the nuns of her order. With a fine engraved title page of Bridget 
Frantzdsisch beschrieben. Durch den Ehrwirdigen P. Stephanum Andreas shaking hands with Christ 
Binet, Der Societat Jesu Priester. Und newlich verteutscht Durch F. | (trans.) 
Andream Megerle, de® Ordens der H. Brigitt Priester 
6743978 | Lust-hof der Godtvruchtighe Meditatien op het Leven ende Lyden Groenen schilt, | Antwerp : By 1623 8vo. pp. (16), (1 blank), 495, (8), plus added engraved title page. Contemporary vellum. “Ex libris 
onses Heeren Jesu Christi, door H. Marten Groenen schilt Van Marten Hieronymus Joannis Baptistae de ????, 1720”. First edition. A charming and extremely rare work dedicated to 
Linter, Prost van onse L. Vrouwen Besloten Hove der Orden van [Groenen-schilt | Verdussen the Prioress and nuns of the Praemonstratensian (Norbertine) Convent of Our Lady of the 
Premonstreyt tot Herentals Martinus] Enclosed Garden (Besloten Hof) in Herentals, near Antwerp. The text consists of sermons 
delivered to the nuns, of whom Groenenschilt was the Provost. The engraved title page depicts in 
charming detail the Biblical hortus conclusus or ‘Enclosed Garden’ after which the convent was 
named, within which we find St Norbert surrounded by four nuns in various attitudes of 
contemplation and prayer. 
6743979 | S. Brigida {Low Countries or | [18th Copperplate, 121.5 x 83 mm to platemarks. Use untraced. Depicting St. Bridget of Sweden 
Germany?] C?] holding the instruments of the crucifixion; the Passion of Christ was one of her main themes. With 


a lengthy inscription below the image, all within a Baroque border 
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6743980 


Expression Legal que con el Mayor respeto, y rendimiento haze la 
lustre Priora, y Real Convento de Santa Maria de Junqueras, del 
Orden de Santiago, sito en la Ciudad de Barcelona, para 
acreditar el prudente, conforme, y arreglado modo con que su 
proceder sincero se circunscrivid, y reguld en el Capitulo, que el dia 
2. de Mayo de este afio de 1732. celebro para otorgamientos de 
Religiosas en aquel Real Monasterio, a lo por Breves Pontificios 
prevenido, Autos de Visita de Orden establecido, Constituciones, y 
Estatutos, y demas, que por immemorial estilo, 6 inconcusa practica 
en semejante peculiar privativo assumpto se ha guardado 


Martir de Pons 
y Llorell, Pedro 


[Barcelona] 


[1732] 


Folio. pp. 17, (1 integral blank). Modern boards. Sole edition, recorded in just one other copy at 
the University of Barcelona. A legal petition defending the right of the Prioress and nuns of the 
Convent of Santa Maria de Junqueras in Barcelona to elect their own officers and abide by their 
own rules, without outside interference. Wealthy and powerful convents were often the 
flashpoints of conflict over the role of the local ecclesiastical or political authorities in controlling 
their admission policies and finances (see, e.g., Louis XV's ‘Declaration du Roy, Concernant les 
Maisons Religieuses'). Bound with another work on ecclesiastical privileges, printed in 1756 by 
Teresa Piferrer, widow of Thomas, written by Joseph Vifals de la Torre, entitled 'Respuesta al 
papel, que con titulo de manifestacion han dado a luz los Notarios Reales, que residen en la 
Ciudad de Vic. Sobre el pretendido derecho para recibir, y dar fe de qualesquier escrituras 
otorgadas en la parte superior o de Moncada. En prueba, que en esta parte, dicha en lo antiguo 
superior, y de Moncada, despues de Cabrera, es necessaria la Authoridad comunicada por el 
llustrissimo de Vic, con beneplacito del Cabildo, al igual, y como es necessaria en la parte 
inferior de dicha Ciudad para recibir, y dar fe de las escrituras, que se otorgaren por los Notarios 
Reales, residentes en esta Ciudad. Corroboracion, y ampliacion, de lo que expuso e! Cabildo de 
Vic en la Recopilacion de los titulos, y derechos que le tocan, y pertenecen en la Escribania 
publica comun, y extrajudicial en toda la Ciudad de Vic, sin excepcion de parte alguna, su 
Territorio, y Parrochia’, Barcelona, [1756 or later]. The present petition is undoubtedly related to 
the legal case of ‘Senor. Don Francisco e Cartella, y Gabastida, y Don Joseph de Cortada, y Bru, 
Don Francisco de Amigant, y de Olzina, por si, y como Padres, y legitimos Administradores de 
Dofia Catalina de Cartella, y Gabastida, Dofia Maria Theresa de Cortada, y de Senjust, y Dofia 
Theresa de Amigant, y de Farnés respectivamente [...]' 
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6743981 | [Sefior. Don Francisco e Cartella, y Gabastida, y Don Joseph de [Barcelona] [ca. Folio. pp. 22, (1 integral blank). Modern boards. Sole edition. A remarkable legal petition on 
Cortada, y Bru, Don Francisco de Amigant, y de Olzina, por si, y 1732?] | behalf of four concerned fathers against the ‘disobedience’ of the Prioress of the Convent of 
como Padres, y legitimos Administradores de Dofia Catalina de Santa Maria de Junqueras in refusing to admit their respective daughters. The Prioress herself 
Cartella, y Gabastida, Dofia Maria Theresa de Cortada, y de (Juana de Lanuza) responded with her own printed petition outlining her legal case for jurisdiction 
Senjust, y Dofia Theresa de Amigant, y de Farnés respectivamente, over such decisions. The nuns of Santa Maria de Jonqueres, a female congregation under the 
y assi mismo Dofia Theresa de Magarola, y Amigant, vezinos de la military Order of St. James, had long enjoyed a singular privilege in the annals of Catholicism. 
Ciudad de Barcelona Principado de Cathalufa, a los Pies de Even though professed, they were allowed to marry, without seeking the approval of the Master 
Vuestra Magestad con el mayor rendimiento ...] of the Order — exactly the same privilege accorded the Order's male members. This continued 

until the 18th century, when the Council of St. James petitioned the king to require Royal 
approval for all marriages of nuns, as well as a genealogy of the suitor. The last such marriage 
was recorded in 1826. In 1732, admission to the Convent of Santa Maria de Jonqueres may have 
been highly attractive to those seeking the prestige of a religious life as well as the potential 
social stability of a marriage. This petition is undoubtedly related to the legal petition defending 
the right of the Prioress and nuns of the Convent of Santa Maria de Junqueras in Barcelona to 
elect their own officers and abide by their own rules, filed by Pedro Martir de Pons y Llorell, 
entitled ‘Expression Legal que con el Mayor respeto, y rendimiento...' 

6743982 | La Flore Sainte, et I'Apologie de Flore et des Floristes, contre les de |'Ecluse, F. Saumur : Isaac & | 1675 12mo. pp. (24), 108, plus engraved portrait. Contemporary vellum. “Ce presen livre a partien a 
Critiques: Avec un Traité de la Culture des principales Fleurs. Par F. | B. Henry Desbordes moy pierre henri bon ????”. Sole edition. Because of its eccentrically horticultural language in 
B. sieur de I'Ecluse describing the followers of St Flora as ‘floristes' and the cultivation of spiritual ‘fleurs', this work is 

recorded in the collections of the New York Botanical Garden. It is in fact a serious biography of 
St Flora, who joined the Order of St John of God, better known as the ‘Knights Hospitaller’ at the 
age of 13. She received visions and the gift of prophecy as well as a stigmatic wound in her side 

6743983 | Sainte Ursule Triomphante des Coeurs, de l'Enfer, de I'Empiree, et | de SaintLouys, | Paris : Chez la 1666 4to. pp. (20) including engraved frontispiece, 489, (1). Contemporary calf. First edition, and a 
Patrone du Celebre College de Sorbonne. Ouvrage divise en trois Damase [de Veuve Denys pleasant copy. The portrait frontispiece depicts an enormous St Ursula sheltering her followers 
Livres. Par le R. Pere Damase de S. Louys, Religieux Carme de la Saint-Louis, Thierry under her cloak, including many nuns; pp. 111-123 also contain Saint-Louis’ version of the 
Province de Touraine, au Covent du S. Sacrement des Billettes Damase] ‘Legend of the Eleven Thousand Virgins’. “Ursula, the daughter of a Christian king of Great 


Britain, was asked in marriage by the son of a great pagan king. Desiring to remain a virgin, she 
obtained a delay of three years. At her request she was given as companions ten young women 
of noble birth, and she and each of the ten were accompanied by a thousand virgins, and the 
whole company, embarking in eleven ships sailed for three years. When the appointed time was 
come, and Ursula's betrothed was about to claim her, a gale of wind carried the eleven thousand 
virgins far from the shores of England, and they went first by water to Cologne and thence to 
Basle, then by land from Basle to Rome. They finally returned to Cologne, where they were slain 
by the Huns in hatred of the Faith.” (Catholic Enclyclopedia) 
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6743984 | [Archive of school notebooks and commonplace books] de Bare Valenciennes 177T- Various formats, housed in a clamshell box. “Ce livre appartient a Marie Therese de Bare 
d'Audenarde, 1794 l'audenarde, Pensionnaire chez les Dames Ursulines a Valenciennes, 1777”. Remarkable 
Marie T. (Marie archive giving a picturesque view of the life of a demoiselle pensionnaire during the Ancien 
Therese) ; et al. Regime and into the tumultuous Revolutionary period. Convents often served as schools for 
young girls in France, called 'demoiselles pensionnaires'. Marie-Therese de Bare, of the nearby 
city of Audenarde, happened to attend the Ursuline Convent at Valenciennes in northern France 
beginning in 1777, though these notebooks, for the most part containing songs, likely passed 
onto later students as some entries are dated as late as 1793. In 1789 the Ursuline nuns of 
Valenciennes were driven into exile in Belgium, where they continued teaching in Mons, just 
across the border. In 1793 Austrian forces captured Valenciennes and welcomed the nuns back 
to their original convent. Unfortunately, their comfort was short-lived, as the Revolutionary 
government quickly re-took the city. Fatigued and resigned to their fate, the nuns refused to go 
into exile again. The Mother Superior and 10 of her nuns were tried and convicted of teaching 
religion, and all were sentenced to death by guillotine in October of 1794. Remarkably, the 
entries in the present notebooks continue to at least 1793 and include a list of Marie-Therese's 
classmates as well as her instructors, the subsequently executed Martyrs of Valenciennes. Even 
more remarkably, one of the notebooks contains a transcription of the Marseillaise, the rallying 
anthem of the Revolutionaries — of which early transcriptions are of serious historical interest 
6743985 | Formulaire de Prieres, Avec une Conduite pour se préparer a faire Metz: Chez Brice | 1717 8vo. pp. (16), 536. Contemporary calf. Unsigned MS notes in German on rear pastedown. First 
une bonne Confession & Communion: des Entretiens spirituels Antoine, Metz edition, dedicated to the nuns of the local Ursuline convent. A complete guide, ranging from 
devant & aprés la sainte Communion, pour les principales Fétes de Imprimeur & confession and communion to practicing ‘Perpetual Adoration’ and preparing for one's own death 
l'année: Les Visites & I'Adoration perpetuelle du Tres-Saint Marchand Libraire 
Sacrement: Ensemble diverses Meditations & Oraisons pour se 
préparer a la mort; & autres Pratiques propres aux Personnes 
pieuses & chrétiennes. A I'Usage des Pensionnaires & Externes des 
Dames Ursulines. Nouvelle Edition, corrigée & augmentée 
6743986 | Prieres, Meditations Instructions et Plusieurs Pratiques de Devotion. Antwerp : Chez 1736 8vo. pp. (24), 494. Contemporary calf, all edges gilt. Third edition, “revised, corrected, and 
Apropriées a |'Usage des Demoiselles Pensionnaires des Jaques van augmented” (first, 1693). A guide to daily devotion for the Demoiselles Pensionnaires under the 
Religieuses Ursulines. Reveués, corrigées & augmentées en cette Gaesbeeck care of the Ursulines of Anwerp 
troisiéme Edition 
6743987 | Formulaire de Prieres, a l'Usage des Pensionnaires des Religicuses Paris : Chez 1769 8vo. pp. ix, (3), 456, plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary calf. “Ses heures sont a l'usages 
Ursulines. Nouvelle Edition, Revue, corrigée & augmentée de Louis-Guillaume de soeur st. Joseph”. Later edition. A neat copy, ‘for the use of Sister St. Joseph’, according to 
'Office de la sainte Vierge, Latin-Frangois, sans renvoi, & de Priéres Dehansy the inscription on the title page 


pour offrir son intention en communiant les Fétes principales de 
l'année 
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6743988 | Christi Nachfolg An dem Tag der Einkleidung der Wohlgebohrnen Paulus, Swidnica : 1753 Folio. (10). Sole edition, unrecorded in any library database. Bound with Ignatius Stolz's 
Fraule, Maria Francisca von Kehlerin, Nunmehro Maria Carolina. Constantin gedruckt bey 'Hertzhaffte Abreif aus der alten in die neue Welt; Zweyer In Christum Jesum Verliebten Seelen, 
Und Der Wohl-Edlen und Tugendsamen Jungfer Joanna Eleonora Johann Christian der Hoch-Edelgebohrnen Fraule Maria Francisca von Kehlerin, nunmehro Schwester Maria 
Klosin, jetzt Maria Ignatia Welche die Zelt mit guttem Bedacht, Millern Carolina. Nebst der Wohl-Edlen und Tugendsamen Jungfer Johan[nja Eleonora Klosin, jetzt aber 
reiner Absicht von gantzem Hertzen verlassen, und auf dem Weeg Schwester Maria Ignatia Als Bende Um sich der inniglich gewuinschten Vermahlung Mit dem 
der Abtédtung bis in Tod Christo nachgefolget, Im Geistlichen Haus Erléser der alten Welt Christo ihrem Seelen-Brautigam wurdig zu machen, In der Hoch-Lobl. 
der Gesellschafft S. Ursulee bey S. Joseph zu Schweidnitz gehalten, Gesellschaft S. Ursulee Die Ordens-Prob vornahmen und In dem Gottes-Hause S. Josephi 
Den 21. Tag Octobris, den 19. Sonntag nach Pfingsten, 1753. Von bemeldter Gesellschafft zu Schweidnitz Im Jahr 1753. den 15. Octobris. Mit einer 
R. D. Constantino Pauli, Pfarr-Herren in Bober-Rorsdorff wohlmeynenden Aufmunterungs-Anrede begleitet worden Von P. Ignatio Stoltz, aus der 
Gesellschaft Jesu Priestern und Predigern.' These two ephemeral works were published on the 
occasion of the entry of two young women into an Ursuline convent in Schweidnitz, now part of 
Poland. They follow the typically grand format of such works, but the speeches here are in fact 
more focused on the lives of these two girls rather than the usual abstractly pious musings 
6743989 | Hertzhaffte Abreif& aus der alten in die neue Welt; Zweyer In Stoltz, Ignatius | Swidnica : 1753 Folio. (12). Contemporary marbled spine. Sole edition, unrecorded in any library database. 
Christum Jesum Verliebten Seelen, der Hoch-Edelgebohrnen Fraule gedruckt bey Bound with Constantin Paul's 'Christi Nachfolg An dem Tag der Einkleidung der Wohlgebohrnen 
Maria Francisca von Kehlerin, nunmehro Schwester Maria Carolina. Johann Christian Fraule, Maria Francisca von Kehlerin, Nunmehro Maria Carolina. Und Der Wohl-Edlen und 
Nebst der Wohl-Edlen und Tugendsamen Jungfer Johan[nja Mullern Tugendsamen Jungfer Joanna Eleonora Klosin, jetzt Maria Ignatia Welche die Zelt mit guttem 
Eleonora Klosin, jetzt aber Schwester Maria Ignatia Als Bende Um Bedacht, reiner Absicht von gantzem Hertzen verlassen, und auf dem Weeg der Abtddtung bis in 
sich der inniglich gewuinschten Vermahlung Mit dem Erléser der Tod Christo nachgefolget, Im Geistlichen Haus der Gesellschafft S. Ursulee bey S. Joseph zu 
alten Welt Christo ihrem Seelen-Brautigam wurdig zu machen, In Schweidnitz gehalten, Den 21. Tag Octobris, den 19. Sonntag nach Pfingsten, 1753. Von R. D. 
der Hoch-Lobl. Gesellschaft S. Ursulee Die Ordens-Prob vornahmen Constantino Pauli, Pfarr-Herren in Bober-Rorsdorff.' These two ephemeral works were published 
und In dem Gottes-Hause S. Josephi bemeldter Gesellschafft zu on the occasion of the entry of two young women into an Ursuline convent in Schweidnitz, now 
Schweidnitz Im Jahr 1753. den 15. Octobris. Mit einer part of Poland. They follow the typically grand format of such works, but the speeches here are in 
wohlmeynenden Aufmunterungs-Anrede begleitet worden Von P. fact more focused on the lives of these two girls rather than the usual abstractly pious musings. 
Ignatio Stoltz, aus der Gesellschaft Jesu Priestern und Predigern 
6743990 | Poetici Componimenti per la Nobile Signora Dna. Maria Teresa Milan : Nella 1757 8vo. pp. 20. Contemporary marbled wrappers. Mainly sonnets 
Trevi' che entra nel Nobile Collegio di Sant' Orsola In Novara Stamperia di 
Giuseppe 


Galleazzi, Librajo, 
& Stampatore 
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6743991 | Das Leben der Heiligen Ursulze, einer Obsiegerin der Hertzen, der de St. Louis, Vienna : Gedruckt | 1695 4to. pp. (18), 390, (2), plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary sheep. “Marie Gabriela’. Sole 
Hollen, und de® Him[mlels. In drey Bucher untergetheilet, sehr Damase ; de bey Philipp Fievet, edition of this German translation of the French original (‘Sainte Ursule Triomphante des Coeurs, 
anmiuthig und fruchtbahr zu lesen, in Frantzosicher Sprach Jamaigne, Buch- und de I'Enfer, de l'Empiree, et Patrone du Celebre College de Sorbonne,’ 1666), the first significant 
beschriben Durch den Wohl-Erwirdigen Pater Damaso von S. Joannes E. Kunsthandlers. study of the cult of St Ursula and the 11,000 virgins. “Ursula, the daughter of a Christian king of 
Ludovico Carmeliten der Turrennischen Provintz au dem Closter (Joannes Gedruckt bey Great Britain, was asked in marriage by the son of a great pagan king. Desiring to remain a 
bey dem heyligen Sacrament daselbst. Nun aber Auff Ansuchen, Ernestus) [de Andreas virgin, she obtained a delay of three years. At her request she was given as companions ten 
und zu Trost der Wohl-Ehrwirdigen Closters-Frauen der heil. Jamaigne, Heyninger, der young women of noble birth, and she and each of the ten were accompanied by a thousand 
Ursulee in Teutschen Landen, auch sonsten zu jedermanniglich Johann E. Loblichen virgins, and the whole company, embarking in eleven ships sailed for three years. When the 
Seelen-Nutz und Lehre in die Teutsche Sprach Ubersetzet Durch (Johann Universitat appointed time was come, and Ursula's betrothed was about to claim her, a gale of wind carried 
Joannem Ernestum de Jamaigne SS. Th. & J.U.D. Prothon Apost. Ernest) (trans.) | Buchdruckern the eleven thousand virgins far from the shores of England, and they went first by water to 
Kayserlichen Pfarrern zu Altenpdlln in Nider-Oesterreich Cologne and thence to Basle, then by land from Basle to Rome. They finally returned to Cologne, 
Passauerischen Dioces. where they were slain by the Huns in hatred of the Faith.” (Catholic Enclyclopedia) This 

translation was composed at the behest of the Prioress and nuns of the Ursuline convent in 
Vienna, who sign the dedication (“Catharina Josepha Oberin und gesambtes Convent”), and 
dedicated to the Empress Eleonora Magdalena Theresia, in order to serve as a guide to Ursuline 
nuns in German-speaking lands (cf title page) 

6743992 | Formulaire de Priéres, a l'Usage des Pensionnaires des Religicuses Brussels : Chez la | [18257] | 8vo. pp. (2), 588, plus engraved frontispiece and 3 plates. Contemporary calf, rebacked. Later 
Ursulines; Nouvelle édition, conforme a celle de Caen, V[euv]e [de edition. With a life of St. Angela, founder of the Company of St. Ursula in Brescia in 1535, which 
Considérablement augmentée, et notamment de la Vie et de la Matthieu] Le would go on to become the Ursuline Order 
Canonisation de sainte Angéle, leur Fondatrice; de l'Office des Maire, Imprimeur- 

Morts; des Vépres du Dimance et du saint Sacrement; de Priéres Libraire 
pour offrir son intention en communiant aux Fétes principales de 
l'année; de |'Attende et de I'Adoremus 

6743993 | Vita della Madre Brigida di Gest Fondatrice del Collegio di S. Arcangeli, Rome : nella 1759 4to. pp. (20), 331, plus engraved portrait. Contemporary calf. Sole edition, and a beautiful copy. 
Orsola in Piacenza Scritta dal Padre Arcangelo Arcangeli della Arcangelo Stamperia de’ The main source for the life of Brigida di Gesu, who is depicted here holding the Rule of her 
Compagnia di Gest e dedicata Alla Sacra Cattolica Real Maesta di Rossi newly-founded Ursuline College. Bridiga experienced widowhood at the age of 27. She was 
Elisabetta Farnese Vedova Regina di Spagna dalle Religiose del denied entry to a Capuchin convent because of her previous relationship, and thus placed herself 
detto Collegio under the spiritual direction of a Jesuit father and confessor. Finally, in 1649 she founded an 

Ursuline convent in Piacenza at the behest of the Duchess of Parma, Margherita de’ Medici 

6743994 | Le Triomphe de I’Amour Divin dans la Vie d'une Grande Servante [de la Nativité, Vennes : Chez 1676 8vo. pp. (32), 366, (1 blank); pp. (4), 378, (5). Extra-illustrated with engraved portrait (from a later 


de Dieu. Nommée Armelle Nicolas, Décédée |’An de Notre Seigneur 
1671. Fidélement écrite par une Religieuse du Monastere de Sainte 
Ursule de Vennes, de la Congregation de Bordeaux & divisé en 
deux Parties 


Jeanne] 


Jean Galles 


edition?). Contemporary calf. “C. Wittachy”. First edition of the first biography of Armelle 
Nicholas, composed immediately following her death in 1671, according to an approbation dated 
15th January 1672, but not published until 4 years later. In most reprints, this work is attributed to 
Jeanne de la Nativité but sometimes to Dom Olivier Echallard as well. Never formally recognized 
by the Church, Armelle Nicholas’s humble upbringing as a servant-girl gave her enormous 
popular appeal. By the end of her life, she experienced daily conversations with God 
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6743995 | Il Trionfo dell'Amor Divino nella Vita di Armella Nicolas Francese [de la Nativité, Rome : Presso 1769 Ato. pp. viii, 312. Contemporary vellum. Ex-libris of the Bibliotheca S. M. Maddalena. Second 
Defonta nel 1671. in eta d'anni 65. Descritta da Suor Giovanna della | Jeanne] Paolo Giunchi edition (first, 1686) of this Italian translation of 'Le Triomphe de |’Amour Divin dans la Vie d’une 
Nativita Orsolina nel Monastero di Vennes. Tradotta nell'ltaliano da erede Bizzarrini Grande Servante de Dieu.’ A testament to both the diffusion of the cult of Armella Nicolas outside 
un Sacerdote Edizione Seconda Consecrata alla Reverenda Komarek of her native France and to her enduring popularity — this second edition was published nearly a 
Carmelitana di S. Maria Maddalena de' Pazzi Suor Anna Leonora provisore de' libri century after the first Italian translation 
della Sagra Famiglia della Bibl. 
Vaticana 
6743996 | Leben und Tugenden Annee Xantonize, Stiffterin Der in der Freien- Mourath, Zug : Gedruckt [...] | 1681 4to. pp. (8), 334, (2), plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary gilt-stamped calf. Sole edition of 
Grafschafft Burgund aufgericht- und Von Ihro Bapstl. Heiligkeit Johann Bei- und durch this early Swiss-German biography, never translated into French. Anne de Xainctonge founded 
Innocentio dem Zehenden unnd Eilften bestattigten Gesellschafft S. Heinrich Ludwig the Society of the Sisters of Saint Ursula of the Blessed Virgin, the first non-cloistered women's 
Ursulee. Beschriben Von R. P. loanne Mourath, der Societet Jesu Muos religious community. “The company was founded with "our Lady as general, St. Ursula as 
Priesteren lieutenant", and the Rule of St. Ignatius as the basis of perfection. For fifteen years Anne was a 
living model of all religious virtues, in frequent and visible intercourse with her guardian angel, 
founding new houses as her society spread rapidly in the east of France and Switzerland. After 
her death her reputation for heroic sanctity and the graces obtained through her intercession led 
to a process of beatification, but the many wars of the period, followed closely by the French 
Revolution, destroyed all documents.” (Catholic Encyclopedia). The frontispiece depicts Anne 
with her trademark guardian angel, with whom she enjoyed ‘frequent and visual intercourse’. This 
is an exceptionally interesting copy, unrecorded in VD17, with a variant preface. Here, the 
preface is signed from ‘Brig im Wallis’ by the author and dedicated to his sister, Barabara 
Mourath, a nun of the Third Order of St Francis at the Convent of St John in Munich. In the more 
widely-held variant, the preface is signed from Lucerne by Maria Margaretha Gaf&mann, Mother 
Superior of the Ursulines and dedicated to the Habsburg Princess Eleonora Maria Josepha 
6743997 | La Vie de la Vénérable Mere Anne de Xaintonge. Institutrice de la Aroulx, Avignon : Chez 1755 8vo. pp. (18), xviii, 371. Contemporary calf. “Ce livre est de la Maison de Ste Ursule de Cyray??, 
Compagnie de Sainte Ursule, au Comté de Bourgogne. Parle pére | Claude B. Antoine Offray, 1755”. First edition. A later biography, but the first in French. This copy evidently reached an 
Claude Bonaventure Arnoulx de la Compagnie de Jesus (Claude Imprimeur & Ursuline convent very rapidly following its publication (the license is dated 15th April, 1755) 
Bonaventure) Marchand 
Libraire, au Nom 
de Jesus. Et Se 
vend a Lyon, 
Chez Placide 
Jacquenod [...] Et 
a Besancon : 
Chez la Veuve 
Charmet 
6743998 | Lehr-und Trostreiches Tag-Buch Oder Leben, Der gottseeligen Landshut : 1720 4to. 2 vols in 2. pp. (16), 700; pp. (8), 929. "ragen (?) numal (?) ... Eo (?) ..." Contemporary 
Ordens-Genossen auf der Gesellschaft der Heiligen Ursula in getruckt bey vellum. Sole edition. A total of 365 biographies of French Ursuline nuns — one for each day of the 


Frankreich, Anfangs beschriben in Frantzdsischer Sprach, hernach 
In einem Auzug zu allgemeinem Nutzen in das Teutsche 
Ubersetzet Durch Einen Priester der Soc. Jesu 


Andreas Michel, 
Gem. Loblichen 
Landschafft- 
Buchtruckern allda 


year — translated for ‘general use' into German. Like the work above, an intriguing example of the 
spread of this traditionally French order into Catholic Germany, courtesy in this case of an author 
who identifies himself only as a ‘Jesuit Priest' on the title page 
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6743999 | La Vie de la Mere Marie Aymée de Blonay, Dixiéme Religieuse de de Sales, Paris : Chez la 1655 8vo. pp. (12), 468. 18th C pasteboards. First edition. One of the earliest followers of Jeanne 
'Ordre de la Visitation saincte Marie, & troisiéme Superieure du Charles A. Vefve de Frémiot de Chantal, Marie Aymée also served as the third Mother Superior of the founding 
premier Monastre du mesme Ordre. Par Mefire Charles Auguste de | (Charles Sebastian Huré et convent at Annecy 
Sales, Evesque & Prince de Geneve Auguste) Sebastien Huré 

6744001 | Vita della Serva di Dio Suor Metilde Angelica Jacoponi Monaca Corsi, Florence : 1756 4to. pp. XX, 152. 19th C quarter calf. Sole edition. At the age of 12, having already received 
professa Corale dell'lstituto di S. Francesco di Sales Morta il di 5. Raimondo M. Appresso Pietro extreme unction, Metilde miraculously recovered from infirmity but was bed-ridden for many 
Dicembre 1753. Nel Monastero (Raimondo Gaetano Viviani years afterwards. Her dream in life was to join a religious order, for which she was finally 
della Visitazione di Pistoja Descritta da Fra Raimondo Maria Corsi Maria) declared physically fit at the age of 29. She died of scurvy eight years after taking the habit 
dell'Ordine de' Predicatori Lettore nel Collegio di San Marco di 
Firenze Dedicata All'lllustrissimo Signore Bernardo Martellini 
Patrizio Fiorentino 

6744002 | Vita della Serva di Dio Suor Ma. Margherita Livizzani Religiosa Corsi, Florence : 1760 4to. pp. XVI, 200, plus engraved portrait after the female painter Violante Beatrice Siries. 
dell'lstituto di S. Francesco di Sales e Fondatrice del Medesimo Raimondo M. Appresso Pietro Contemporary vellum. “Della Congreg. Di S. Francesco di Sales”. Sole edition. With a notable 
Istituto Nel Monastero delle Vergini della Citta di Pistoja. Descritta (Raimondo Gaetano Viviani portrait of the nun engraved after a painting by Violante Siries (1709- 1783), perhaps taken from 
dal M. R. P. Lettore Fr. Raimondo Maria Corsi della Congregazione | Maria) life? Livizzani was the founder of the Visitandine ‘Instituto’ [a convent dedicated to teaching] of St 
di S. Marco di Firenze Francis de Sales in Pistoia in 1737. The convent was suppressed under Napoleon, revived in 

1866, and closed its doors more recently in 1980 

6744003 | Les Vies de IX. Religieuses de Ordre de la Visitation Sainte Marie. | de Chaugy, Annecy : Par 1659 Folio. pp. (20), 349, pp. (1), 560-561, (8). Contemporary calf, rubbed. First edition. Frangoise- 
Escrits et Dediées a Madame la Princesse Chigi Farnaise. Par la Francoise M. Jacques Clerc Madeleine de Chaugy (1611-1680) was a grand-niece of Jeanne Frémiot de Chantal, founder of 
Mere Frangoise Madelene de Chaugy, Superieure du premier (Francoise the Order of the Visitation. Taking her own vows in 1630, she became Chantal’s secretary and 
Monastere de cet Ordre Madelene) [de biographer until the latter's death in 1641, and was elected Prioress of the foundational convent 

Chaugy, of Annecy in 1647. She was excommunicated for a brief period in 1668. In her spare time, 

Frangoise- however, de Chaugy seems to have been a compulsive biographer; in 1659 four separate 

Madeleine] collections of ‘Lives’ of early Visitandine nuns were printed at Annecy, of which this is the most 
extensive. This sudden outpouring of biographical information may also have been an exercise in 
patronage and fundraising: each of the collections was dedicated to a different noblewoman 

6744004 | Le Vite di Quattro delle Prime Venerabili Madri dell’Ordine della de Chaugy, Bologna : per 1680 8vo. pp. (32), 455, plus engraved portrait. 18th C vellum. “Convittrici della Congreg. Di S. 
Visitazione di S. Maria Instituito dal Gran Vescovo di Geneva S. Francoise M. Giacomo Monti Francesco di Sales di Firenze”. First Italian translation of de Chaugy’s biographies of Maria 
Francesco di Sales Aggiontavi la Vita della Prima Torriera (Francoise Giacomina Fabri, Giovanna Charlotta di Brechard, Perona Maria di Castel, Claudia Agnese loli 
dell'Instituto. Descritte dalla Molto Reverenda Madre Francesca Madelene) [de della Roche, and Anna Giacchellina Costi, all founding members of the Visitandine Order 
Maddalena de Chaugy Superiora del Primo Monastero di Chaugy, 
quest'Ordine, E dalla Lingua Francese tradotte nell'ltaliana da alcuni | Frangoise- 

Divoti del Santo Institutore per incitamento alla Divozione, e vera Madeleine] 


Virtu. Al Molt'lllustre, e Rever. Sig. D. Pietro Giovanni Panzachia 
Curato della Chiesa Parrochiale de' SS. Gervasio, e Protasio 
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6744005 | Abregé de l'Esprit Interieur des Religieuses de la Visitation de S. de Sales, Brussels : Chez B. | 1660 12mo. pp. 140, lacking pp. 97-124 (28 leaves). Contemporary boards, spine perished. 
Marie, Expliqué par le venerable Serviteur de Dieu Frangois de Francois Vivien Unrecorded, early appearance of this handbook for Visitandine nuns. The only earlier 
Sales, Evesque, & Prince de Geneve, leur digne Instituteur appearance of the Abregé we have traced was printed at Paris in 1657 as an appendix to the 
Official biography of de Sales. Its publication here as a pocket-format work, preceding de Sales’ 
beatification, is certainly interesting, though this copy is woefully incomplete 

6744006 | Vive lesus. Responses de Nostre Tres-Honoree et Digne Mere Frémiot de Paris 1665 8vo. pp. (4), 624, 108. With (6) pp. of manuscript tables inserted as a finding guide. 

Jeanne Francoise Fremiot. Sur les Regles, Constitutions & Chantal, Contemporary vellum. "ce livre est du premier / second monastere de la visitation Ste marie de 

Coustumier de nostre Ordre de la Visitation Sainte Marie. Enrichies | Jeanne- rouen / Paris”. Second edition, extremely rare. The first edition of 1632 is also rare. This edition 

en cette seconde edition d'une Table tres-ample des matiéres, avec | Francoise ; was augmented with a separately-paginated index (108 pp!) to facilitate the consultation of this 

des Notes & Apostilles en marge pour la commodité & facilité de Favre, Marie- voluminous work. The preface to her fellow Visitandine nuns is signed by Marie Jacqueline 

celles qui en voudront faire usage Jacqueline Favre. The text gives Jeanne Frémiot de Chantal's own observations and comments on the rules 
(ed.) and constitutions of the Order she founded 

6744007 | Regles de S. Augustin, et Constitutions pour les Sceurs Religieuses | Frémiot de Paris : Chez la 1717 Small 8vo. pp. 366, plus added engraved title page. With scattered annotations and manuscript 

de la Visitation Chantal, Veuve Mazieres inserts. 19th C calf. Later edition. Bound with Directoire des Choses Spirituelles pour les Soeurs 
Jeanne- de la Visitation. Paris, [Veuve Mazieres?], 1717. A charming pocket-format compendium of the 
Francoise Rules of the Visitandines. This edition was printed by a woman (the Widow Mazieres) and has 
been annotated by both an earlier (18th C?) hand and a 19th C nun, who also added paper 
inserts with additional notes 

6744008 | Vive Jesus. Directoire des Choses Spirituelles pour les Soeurs de la Paris : [Veuve 1717 Small 8vo. pp. 128, (8), 24, (2). Bound with Jeanne-Frangoise Frémiot de Chantal. Regles de S. 
Visitation Mazieres?] Augustin, et Constitutions pour les Soeurs Religieuses de la Visitation. Paris, Veuve Mazieres, 

1717. With scattered annotations and manuscript inserts. “Sr Josephine Marguerite”, dated 1891; 
perhaps other earlier entries. Later edition. 

6744009 | Lebe Jesu. Buch Deren Ordens-Gebrauchen, Und Directorium, Frémiot de Vienna : Gedrukt 1727 4to. pp. (16), 138, 88, 90. 19th-century quarter calf. Ownership inscription from the Convent of 
Oder Unterrichtungen fur die Geistliche Schwestern Von der Chantal, bey Johann Peter Maria Visitiation in Thurnfeld. First edition of this anonymous translation of Chantal’s Spiritual 
Heimsuchung Maria. Aus der Franzdsischen in die Teutsche Sprach | Jeanne- v. Obelen, der Directions to the nuns of her newly-founded Order of the Visitation of the Holy Mary (first French 
Ubersetzet Francoise Romis. Kaiser. edition ca. 1625). Appended to this translation is a full ‘Ceremonial’ for rites and liturgy in 

und Kongl. Cathol. Visitandine convents, including some 20 pages of printed music. This copy agrees with the 
Majestat Hof- collation given in VD18; a few copies recorded in OCLC have 2 extra folding plates and 1 leaf of 
Buchdruckern errata at the rear 

6744010 | Vive Jesus. Regles de S. Augustin, Constitutions et Directoire pour | Frémiot de Paris : Chez la 1740 Small 8vo. pp. 366, xvii, plus added engraved title; pp. 134, (10). Contemporary black morocco 

les Soeurs Religieuses de la Visitation Chantal, Veuve Mazieres with two intact perfectly intact clasps. All pages ruled in red. “Soeur Marie Angelique d'Olivier’ on 
Jeanne- p. 366. Charming example of these Rules of the Visitandine order, printed prolifically by the 
Francoise Widow Mazieres over three decades. In this edition the title page has been updated to reflect the 


inclusion of the Directoire, which itself has been somewhat modified from earlier editions 
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6744011 | La Vie de la Venerable Mere Louise-Eugenie de Fontaine, Du Plessis [Paris] [16947] | 8vo. pp. 390, (1) blank, plus engraved portrait by Gérard Edelinck. Contemporary calf. “ce livre 
Religieuse du Monastere de la Vistitation de sainte Marie, rué saint | Bonneau, est du monastere de la vis|itatlion de marie de Grenoble / Lemery / Chambery / Boulogne sur 
Antoine, morte le 29. Septembre de l'année 1694 Jacqueline- Mer”, First edition. Fontaine is perhaps most famous for her role in the Port Royal affair. She was 
Marie dispatched at the head of five of her companions by the authorities to the convent at Port Royal 
in order to extirpate the Jansenist heresies. Ultimately, she was successful, and Louis XIV 
offered her the Abbessship of Port Royal, which she turned down in favor of returning to her 
original convent as a simple Sister. A second edition, “revised and augmented”, but critically 
bearing a proper title page and printing license, appeared in 1696 
6744012 | Vive Jesus. De nétre premier Monastére [d'Annecy] ce 12. Janvier [Faure de Annecy : Par [1729] | Folio. pp. (1) blank with portrait pasted on, 17. Modern wrappers. One or two passages crossed 
1729 Charmette, Benoit Dumax, out in ink. Unrecorded. Apparently, a sort of ‘newsletter’ for Visitandine nuns, relaying various 
Francoise M. Imprimeur, & tidbits of news and information concerning the goings-on of the Order. On p. 14 we find a 
(Frangoise Libraire reference to 'notre precedante Circulaire’, suggesting several of these 'newspapers' were 
Madeleine)] published. No such survival has been traced in any online library database. A contemporary 
engraved portrait of Frémiot de Chantal has been pasted onto the first blank leaf 
6744013 | La Devotion au Sacré Coeur de N. S. Jesus-Christ. Par un P. de la [Croiset, Jean] | Lyon: (Enla 1700 2 vols, 12mos. pp. (24) including engraved frontispiece, 216; pp. 106, (6); (4) including engraved 
Compagnie de Jesus. Quatriéme edition Augmentée. Boutique) frontispiece, 221- 512; pp. xxiv. With two half-page devotional engravings at the head of each 
d'Horace Molin volume. Contemporary calf. Early edition (first, 1691). Marguerite Marie Alacoque was a 
Chez B. celebrated pioneer of the Devotion to the Sacred Heart, and Croiset's account of these practices 
Compagnon, includes the first account of the Visitandine nun's life, published just one year after her death. 
Chez la Veuve This is the separately-paginated 106 pp Abregé de la Vie de la Soeur Marguerite Marie Alacoque 
Tomas, & Chez found bound at the rear of Vol 1 in the present copy. All early editions are rare 
Louis Declaustre 
6744014 | La Vie dela Venerable Mere Marguerite Marie, Religieuse de la Languet, Jean- | Paris : Chez la 1729 Ato. pp. (8), Ixix, (3), 401, plus engraved frontispiece by Jean-Baptiste Scotin. Contemporary 
Visitation Sainte Marie, Du Monastere de Paray-le-Monial en Joseph Veuve Mazieres, sheep, re-cornered. Inscription dated 1745 excised; later stamps of Jersey religious libraries. 
Charolois. Morte en odeur de Sainteté en 1690. Par Monseigneur [Languet de & Jean-Baptiste First edition of perhaps the first full biography of Marguerite Marie d'Alacoque, including a 
Jean-Joseph Languet, Evéque de Soissons, de I'Académie Gergy, Jean- Garnier, selection of her correspondence 
Francoise Joseph] Imprimeurs 
Libraires de la 
Reine 
6744015 | La Vie de la Venerable Mere de Chantal, Fondatrice, prémiére Marsollier, Paris : Chez 1717 8vo. 2 vols in 2. pp. XXIV, 406; pp. (2), 439, (3). Contemporary calf. “Ex bibliotheca Seminarii S. 
Religieuse, & prémiére Supérieure de |'Ordre de la Visitation de Jacques Frangois Babuty Sulpitii”. First edition. An early biography of Chantal, long pre-dating even her beatification in 


sainte Marie. Par M. L'Abbé Marsollier Chanoine, & ancien Prévét 
de I'Eglise Cathedrale d'Uzés 


1751 


87 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


6744016 | Vita della Venerabile Madre Giovanna Francesca Fremiot Machirelli, Venice : Appresso | 1730 4to. pp. (10), 187, (1), plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary cartonnato. First edition as 
Baronessa di Chantal Figlia Spirituale di S. Francesco di Sales, e Odoardo Pietro Poletti such, although there is an edition from 1708, published in Lucca, under a slightly different title 
Fondatrice dell’Ordine della Visitazione. Del P. Odoardo Machirelli (‘Vita della venerabile madre Giovanna Francesca Fremiot di Chantal fondatrice dell'Ordine della 
Della Congregazione dell'Oratorio di Roma. Dedicata al Merito Visitazione'). The present work is dedicated to a (wealthy?) nun, Maria Chiara da Lezze of the 
Singolare della N. D. Maria Chiara da Lezze Monaca Nel Convent of S. Giovanni Laterano in Rome. Machirelli, an Oratorian monk, finds parallels in Lezze 
Nobilissimo Monistero di S. Giovanni Laterano and Jeanne-Frangoise Frémiot de Chantal’s rejections of their nobility for the cloistered life. The 
publisher's advertisement to the reader notes two previous Lives of Chantal printed in Italy: 
Brescia (1687) and Lucca (1708), but complains that they have become impossible to get a hold 
of. He presents this new version, cribbed from her Spiritual Letters as well. “The virtue thus 
contained in this Life should be instructive to every woman to live perfectly in all respects, and in 
the stages of Marriage, Widowhood, and Cloistering”. 
6744017 | Abrégé de la Vie de Ste Jeanne-Frangoise Frémiot de Chantal, Toulouse : De [17677] | 12mo. pp. 168.Contemporary calf. Sole edition, unrecorded. A handy pocket-sized digest of the 
Fondatrice, & Premiere Supérieure de |'Ordre de la Visitation de I’'Imprimerie de la Life of Frémiot de Chantal, accompanied by litanies to the saint and Papal Bull authorizing her 
Sainte Marie Veuve de Me. canonization in 1767. The approbation at the rear is dated the 11th of December 1767, 
Bernard Pijon, suggesting the present work was brought out by the Widow Pijon to capitalize on interest around 
Avocat, Seul the saint's canonization 
Imprimeur du Roi 
6744018 | Ristretto della Vita della Gloriosa Santa Gioanna Francesca Fremiot | Colombard, Turin : Nella 1767 8vo. pp. XIl, 237, (1), plus engraved frontispiece. Contemporary calf. Stamp of the Discalced 
di Chantal Fondatrice dell'Ordine della Visitazione di S. Maria Giuseppe G.L. | Stamperia di Carmelite Library of Lombardy. Second edition (first, 1752). A new Italian biography, the first 
Dedicato a Sua Altezza Reale Maria Antonia Ferdinanda Infanta di (Giuseppe Francesco edition was published in the year following Frémiot de Chantal's beatification, while the present 
Spagna Duchessa di Savoja Da Giuseppe Gio. Luca Colombard. Giovanni Luca) | Antonio Mairesse edition was expeditiously published in the year of her canonization. Unlike the first edition which 
Sacerdote Secolare, Abate Commendatario di S. Ponzio Diocesi di was dedicated to the [memory of] St. Francis de Sales, the present work sought the patronage of 
Nizza, Dottor d'ambe Leggi, e Teologo di S. S. R. M. the Infanta of the House of Savoy, Maria Antonia Ferdinanda, and features a newly-engraved 
frontispiece. 
6744019 | La Muger Fuerte Oracion Historico-Panegirica que como Roig, Antonio Mallorca : En la 1788 4to. pp. 32. Modern wrappers. Sole edition. A sermon by the Vicar-General of the island of 


Compendio de lo mas admirable de la vida de la Santa Madre de 
Chantal, Juana Francisca Fremiot, Fundadora de la Religiosas 
Salesas de la Visitacion de Santa Maria, sale a luz con objeto de 
acrecer su devocion, y deseos de imitarla. Dixola en la Iglesia de 
PP. Minimos de San Francisco de Paula de Palma, Capital de el 
Reyno de Mallorca el dia 21. de Agosto de 1787. (propio de la 
Santa) Don Antonio Roig Presbitero, Doctor de Filosofia, Teologia, y 
Canones, Cura de la Parroquial de Ferraria, y Vicario General de la 
Isla de Menorca 


Imprenta Real 


Menorca, probably delivered to a congregation of nuns in nearby Mallorca. The sermon gives a 
sketch of the life of Frémiot de Chantal and urges further devotion to her 


88 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


6788519 


Manuel des pélerins de Port-Royal des Champs. Au Désert 


Gazaigne, 
Jean-Antoine 


[Paris?] 


1767 


12mo. pp. 64, 152, 104, (2). Typographic and woodcut ornaments, headpieces and initials. Extra- 
illustrated with engraved frontispiece of two priests, titled “Le Pelerinage de Piété.” Early 19th- 
century red morocco in an 18th-century style. Modern pencil note, “ex de la Bouderie & Parent- 
Duchatelet”: abbé Jean Labouderie owned a large collection of saints lives, rules of religious 
orders, etc. In the slipstream of the Jesuit attacks on Jansenism, the abbey of the Cisterian nuns 
of Port-Royal, which had become a center of Jansenist piety, was abolished in 1708 and most of 
the buildings were razed soon after. In the second half of the eighteenth century, after the Jesuits 
were expulsed from France, the destroyed abbey of the Cistercian nuns of Port-Royal became a 
lieu de mémoire and a pilgrimage site. Abbé Jean-Antoine Gazaigne (1717-1802) published the 
present guidebook for visitors to the ruins of Port-Royal 


6815273 


Libbro di Memorie Appartenenti al Presepio 


Benvenuti, 
Metilde 


[San Gimignano : 
Augustinian 
Convent of St. 
Maria Maddalena] 


[1739- 
1770] 


174 x 125mm. pp. (5), 37, (5). Original vellum, vellum ties (somewhat defective), title in 
manuscript on upper cover. Early autograph, first-person account on a ritual-material cultural 
practice in female monastic life, and therefore a unique item. Present manuscript is written by the 
Augustinian nun, Metilde Benvenuti (d. 1772), over a period of 40 years detailing her 
personal/devotional/ curatorial odyssey as keeper of the presepio of her convent, Santa Maria 
Maddalena in San Gimignano. A presepio is an elaborate sculptural Nativity créche that played 
an integral role in the annual liturgical observances of the monastery. It materially enacts a scene 
of childbirth and nuclear family life impossible for cloistered nuns to experience personally, as is 
strongly suggested by the frequent updating of the wardrobe of fine fabrics used to dress the 
figures at different moments of the liturgical calendar. The present manuscript was written 
entirely for the use of the nuns at the convent, and not for wider dissemination. Benvenuti 
decorated the open pages of her volume with a manuscript headpiece depicting the sacred 
names of Jesus and Mary flanking an image of the Sacred Heart, the ensemble extra-illustrated 
with a contemporary German engraving of the Holy Family by the Augsburg artist Johann 
Andreas Pfeffel the Younger which is pasted on the first leaf of the book. 


89 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


6878724 | Recueil des écrits de la B. Marguerite-Marie Alacoque Religieuse de | Alacoque, Lyon : Librairie 1865 12mo. pp. 72, 250. Book stamps of the Bibliothéque des Professeurs of the Grand Séminaire 
la Visitation Sainte-Marie, Du Monastére de Paray-le-Monial en Marguerite- Catholique de Laval. 7th edition of the writings of the French mystic saint Marguerite-Marie Alacoque (1647- 
Charolais Ouvrage trés-utile tant aux personnes qui aspirent a la Marie Périsse Fréres 1690). Alacoque miraculously healed from polio and ever since experienced visions. In 1671, she 
perfection chrétienne ou religieuse, qu'a celles qui sont chargées de entered the Visitation Convent of Paray-le-Monial, where her visions intensified, much to the 
leur direction. 7me Edition augmentée du décret et des fétes de sa dismay of her fellow sisters. She had several revelations in which Christ showed her his loving 
béatification. A. M. D. G. heart. His instructions inspired Marguerite-Marie to establish a devotion to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. She initially met with much resistance but eventually received the support of the confessor 
of the community, the Jesuit Claude de la Colombiére. In 1683, a newly elected mother superior 
further helped Alacoque's cause. She later became novice mistress and accomplished that, from 
1686, her convent observed the Feast of the Sacred Heart. Alacoque also promoted the cult of 
the Sacred Heart outside of her convent although the devotion was only officially recognized by 
the Catholic Church in 1765. Alacaque died on 17 October 1690 and was beatified in 1920. The 
first edition of the present work was published in 1830 at a time in which the devotion of the 
Sacred Heart was becoming very popular, especially after the Society of Jesus had been 
restored in 1814 
6922612 | Nella Solenne Profession Religiosa Secondo la Regola di S. Cuoghi, Luigi Ferrara : Per 1787 Broadside (592 x 352 mm.) in yellow silk, 28 lines of letterpress, large woodcut initial, woodcut 
Agostino nel Venerabile Monastero di Mortara che ’Eminentissimo, Francesco ornaments. Issued on the admission of four Franciscan nuns to the monastery at Montara. 
e Reverendissimo Sig. Cardinale Alessandro Mattei Arcivescovo di Pomatelli Cardinal Alessandro Mattei (1744-1820), Archbishop of Ferrara consecrated the inductees 
Ferrara Riceve da Quattro Religiose gia dell’Ordine di S. Francesco 
in Mantova Sonetto al Medisimo Porporato Zelantissimo Consacrato 
7029497 | L’atto pubblico di fede solennemente celebrato nella citta di Mongitore, Palermo : Nella 1724 Folio. ff. 7, pp. IX, 111, 4 large folding engraved plates. Sole edition. Bound in contemporary 
Palermo a 6. Aprile 1724. Dal Tribunale del S. Uffizio di Sicilia. Antonino ; Regia Stamperia vellum. “Guiseppe Vi Vire Vic’, some sketches in ink on endpaper. Present work documents the 
Dedicato Alla Maesta C. C. Di Carlo VI. Imperadore, E Ill. Re di Ciché, d'Agostino, ed last Sicilian auto-da-fé, "celebrated" on April 6th, 1724, in which 26 people were punished for 
Sicilia. Descritto dal D. D. Antonino Mongitore Canonico della Francesco Antonino Epiro, ed several crimes and which ended with the burning of two heretics. The engravings by Francesco 
Cattedrale Metropolitana Chiesa della stessa Citta, Consultore, e (engr.) Impressori del Ciché take on the style of a royal fete book, but to horrifying effect, beginning with two nighttime 


Qualificatore di detto S. Uffizio 


medemo 
Tribunale 


processions with candles of the many priests and lay elites involved, then a bird’s eye and close- 
up view of the carnival-like atmosphere of the auto-da-fe with all the instruments, stage settings, 
“theater” parts, and the ultimate execution of a beguine, Geltruda and a friar, Romualdo. All 
images are keyed by letters and numbers to explanatory tables, and longer prose expositions in 
the book, including the names, ages, and professions of each of the accused. Several nuns were 
also involved, e.g., Sister Pietra Maria di Gesu, who refused to abjure her accusation that a 
confessor had solicited her for sex 


90 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


7138348 | Verdaderos entretenimientos del glorioso Sefior S. Francisco de de Sales, Madrid : Por 1768 4to. pp. (28), 350. Bound in modern red morocco over red cloth, spine gilt extra, red marbled 
Sales, Obispo, y Principe de Ginebra, Fundador de la Orden de la Francois ; de Andres Ortega a endpapers, and top edge red; spine in a clear, even, and bright tangerine. Rare Spanish edition 
Visitacion de Santa Maria, y Tercero de la de Nuestro Padre San Cubillas costa de by Francisco de Cubillas Donyague of the Spiritual Conferences of St. Francis de Sales (1567- 
Francisco de Paula; con un papel intitulado: methodo de precidar Donyague, Bartholome Ulloa 1622), Bishop of Geneva, which were written as addresses to the Sisters of the Visitation of the 
bien; y una oracion funebre. Va afadido en esta nueva impression Francisco Holy Virgin, an order founded by St. Jeanne-Frangoise de Chantal with the assistance of de 
el entretenimiento XXII, de la exaltacion de la Cruz, con los (trans.) Sales. They cover the virtues to be practiced in religious life and have been valued by both laity 
Opusculos, u obras pequefias del mismo Santo. Traducido del [Bartolomé de and religious for their common sense, sensitivity, and insight. Also included in this edition are an 
idioma Frances al Castellano por el Lic. D. Francisco de Cubillas Alcazar, essay on preaching, a funeral sermon, and a few shorter works by the saint. The first Spanish 
Donyague, Presbytero, y Abogado de los Reales Consejos pseud.] edition was issued in 1667 

7138385 | [Excerpted and adapted manuscript copy of vol. |, Amable [de la [Liége] [1661] | 12mo., pp. (40), 773 [i.e. 762], (20). Leaf paginated 229-230 removed. Manuscript bound in 
Bonnefons, ‘L’Année Chrestienne’, with other material, saints, Conception, contemporary blind paneled calf with floral corner piece to covers and similar stamp to spine 
personal commemorations, litanies] Marie] panels. Binding rubbed, carefully repaired, brass clasps intact. In large part an adapted copy of 


part | (January to June) of L’Année Chrestienne’ by Amable Bonnefons, SJ (1639) - a devotional 
guide through the saints’ calendar. The copyist was Marie de la Conception (1635-1706, born as 
Catherine Wirix), a Canoness Regular of St. Augustine in the Liége convent of Notre Dame des 
Anges. She made the book her own in ways which shed light both on herself, her family, and her 
devotional life, and on customs of religious book usage in the seventeenth-century Low 
Countries. She diverges, for instance, from copying Bonnefons’ text in that she added much to it 
from the local Liége Breviary and also made nine additional entries to the saints’ calendar - and 
not always of saints proper. In the blank spaces she made by removing the Latin prayer from the 
original, she added seventeen personal commemorations (an eighteenth was added by relatives 
who, it appears, inherited the book), and three more are crossed out. The commemorations show 
adherence both to family and to religious life, and suggest her role as a religious to pray for her 
family 
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7138387 


La Vie de la venerable mere la Mere Marie Victoire Fornari. 
Fondatrice de l'Ordre I'Annonciade de Genes Dit en France 'Ordre 
des Celestes. Composée en Italien par le R. P. Fabio Ambrosio 
Spinola de la Compagnie de Jesus. Et traduite en nostre langue par 
le R. P. Charles le Breton de la mesme Compagnie 


Spinola, Fabio 
A. (Fabio 
Ambrosio) ; le 
Breton, Charles 
(trans.) 


Paris : Chez 
Frangois Muguet 


1662 


Two works bound in one vol., 4to., pp. (20), 457, (1) blank; pp. 15, (1) blank + plate, 
contemporary calf. Inscription: “Au monastére de I’'Annontiade de Paris, a l'usage de I'Infirmerie”. 
Folded in at p. 416 are 2 small sheets with a French and a Latin prayer in contemporary 
manuscript in 2 different hands. Bound with Charles Huguier and Claude Le Ragois, Eloge de la 
Venerable Mére Marie Victoire, fondatrice de l’Ordre de |'‘Annonciade Céléste. Paris, Jean 
Baptiste Coignard, 1664. Second work bound as final prelims. to first, and with the engraved 
frontispiece that is often found with first. Respectively first edition in French, and first edition in all, 
of a life, and a pair of odes, of and for Blessed Maria Vittoria De Fornari Strata (1562-1617), 
founder of the Order of the Most Holy Annunciation. The odes to the Reverend Mother include 
one on a portrait of her (“Ode sur un tableau de la venerable mére, Marie Victoire Mére et 
fondatrice de I’Annonciade Celeste”). A frontispiece, engraved by Gérard Audran (1640-1703), 
shows a recognized iconography of paintings of Maria Vittoria. She is dressed in nun’s habit and 
kneeling before a portrait of the Virgin Mary that hangs above an altar, as the inscription says, 
recommending herself to her and in return receiving protection. This may well relate to a 
supportive religious experience she had before setting up her order. As a pregnant, just widowed, 
mother of five children, Fornari had had another vision before a portrait of the Virgin in a convent 
church in her home town of Genoa. As a result of that, she never remarried and brought up her 
children as an abstinent single mother 


7138388 


[Framed devotional image of St. Teresa of Avila printed on silk] 


Maldonado, R. 


[Spain] 


[ca. 
1800] 


7 cm x 9.7 cm in frame. Engraved popular devotional image of the mystic nun St. Teresa of Avila 
(1515-1582) printed on silk. Teresa’s image is laid on silk and made the center of a flower of gilt 
and silver wire, surrounded by a wavy line of gilt foil at the extreme margins, the whole is framed 
and glazed. The frame is made of punched silver-plate with silver-plate scroll to the sides. There 
is a heart surmounted by a cross with crown of thorns and laurels below drawn into the verso, 
and a hanging loop. The back of the frame is signed R. Maldonado. A close inspection of the 
saint's face reveals that it was printed on silk before making the object. The image was later 
positioned on another piece of silk of a different weave. The use of silk suggests that the creator 
was not simply recycling popular prints but maybe commissioned the portraits to incorporate 
them in the objects, which would indicate a close connection between printers and associated 
trades. The CCPB shows that there was a printer-publisher named Vicente Maldonado operating 
in Madrid and Valladolid in the mid-19th century, and the British Museum Database has a 
reference to the playing card manufacturer Pedro Maldonado who was active in nineteenth- 
century Madrid. These men might be related to the maker of the present frame 
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7138389 


[Communion memento entitled ‘Précieux souvenir si vous étes 
fidéle’] 


[Paris] 


1806- 
05-22 
[Printe 
dca. 
1800] 


Print backed on board, (9.7 cms. x 13.6 cms.), engraved and etched with stipple, featuring a 
large central image of an altar bearing a large monstrance showing communion imagery within, 
flanked by a phoenix and a pelican. Below is a lamb and a crucifix, and in the background a 
neoclassical semicircular colonnade, with below a small compartment with engraved text in italics 
and blank spaces, filled in as follows: ‘[Marguerite Joseph Delarue] a fait sa 1re. Communion 
dans |’Eglise [de St. Germain de Pré] le [22] du mois de [Mai] de l'année 18[06]. Se trouve a la 
Sacristie de St. Sulpice.’ Also present in this copy is a manuscript signature of an official. A fine 
example of French neoclassical religious ephemera, using a print. This is a memento for a first 
communion (this copy given on 22 May 1806 to one Marguerite Joseph Delarue, at the church of 
St.-Germain-des-prés). The mementos were sold in the sacristy of the neoclassical church of 
Saint-Sulpice. The chapel shown in the print appears to be to a generic design rather than an 
image of items present in the actual church 
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7138515 


Vita e miracoli della Vergine Beata Zita. Tradotta di Latino in lingua 
Toscana, per Giovanni Federighi, da Vico di Lunigiana 


Federighi, 
Giovanni 
(trans.) 


Lucca : Appresso 
Vincenzo 
Busdraghi 


1582 


4to. pp. (12), 108. Bound in contemporary vellum over pasteboards. Woodcut vignette on the title 
page depicting the sepulchral monument of St. Zita in Lucca, with the inscription “Corpo & Altare 
della Beata Vergine Zita”. Woodcut decorated initials. On the front pastedown ownership 
inscription inked out, ex libris ‘J. Martinis Lucensis.’ Sole edition of this extremely rare, 
anonymous 13th-century Latin account of the life of the Italian Saint Zita, translated from Latin 
into Italian by Giovanni Federighi. Other copies have the printer's device of Ottaviano Guidoboni, 
who financed part of the edition instead of the sepulchral monument and body of the saint on the 
title page. Zita (1218-1278), the patron saint of maids and domestic servants, endured years of 
mistreatment at the hands of her masters before winning them over with her kindness, piety, and 
saintly manner. Zita was elevated to head of household and gradually led her masters and fellow 
servants to a life of piety. Miracles attended her even in life. On one occasion, when she left her 
kitchen duties to visit the poor, the other members of the household found angels in the kitchen 
baking the day's bread. She died in the attic of her masters' house at the age of 60 and her body 
instantly became an object of veneration. Caught up in religious hysteria, the people of Lucca 
tore at her clothing, and the church authorities were forced to lock the corpse in a stone 
sarcophagus. Zita's popularity grew quickly. Although she was not canonized until the late 17th 
c., liturgical veneration of Zita began in the early 16th c., with the approval of Pope Leo X. In 
1580, three hundred years after her death, Zita was exhumed and her body found to be 
miraculously preserved. A monumental tomb was erected in her honor within the church of San 
Frediano, and her incorruptible body placed in a crystal sarcophagus, where she (now 
mummified) remains to this day. The monument and the saint's body are depicted in the woodcut 
on the title page of this book. In his dedicatory epistle, Giovanni Federighi reveals that he 
undertook the translation of this anonymous Latin life of the Saint to honor the daughters of his 
patron, Alessandro Fatinelli, whose ancestors were Zita's employers. In his letter to the reader, 
Federighi promises that he has translated the Latin original in its entirety. Moreover, he has 
added appendices, including an epilogue that describes the beauty of the exhumed corpse, the 
miraculous, healing liquid that flowed from the tomb, and the grand procession of nobles and 
dignitaries who came to view the body in 1581. The book ends with an index listing the witnesses 
of the 90 miracles attributed to Zita 
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7148547 


[Cisterian nun’s pocket processional for major feasts] 


Ketheller, 
Wilhelm 


Bad Herrenalb 


1460 


Ca. 100 x 75 mm. ff. 78 (penultimate blank leaf canceled, final leaf pasted-down). Bound in 
contemporary blind-stamped polished brown leather over wooden boards, sewn on two bands. 
Intact alum tawed medieval bookmark consisting of 4 woven strands sewn together at the top. 
Vestiges of a strap-and-pin fastening, with the strap missing. Each page has 3 lines of text and 
music in Hufnagel notation on four-line stave. The colophon reveals that the present pocket 
processional for major feasts was written in 1460 by Wilhelm Ketheller, monk of the Cistercian 
Monastery at Herrenalb in Baden Wurttemberg, for his beloved sister Dorothy, a nun at the 
Cisterian Abbey of Lichtenthalm in Baden-Baden, less than 10 miles southwest of Herrenalb, and 
about 25 miles northeast of Strasburg. There is text and music for the feasts of the Purification (f. 
1v), Palm Sunday (f. 16v), ‘Duo sorores in ecclesia’ specified before the hymn ‘Gloria laus et 
honor ...’, f. 31, Ascension (f. 38r), Corpus Christi (f. 47v), Assumption of the Virgin (f. 60r), a 
colophon (f.76r), and a creed (f. 76v). The work was in a private collection in Switzerland since 
the 1960s 


7197614 


The rule of the great S. Augustin expounded By the Venerable 
Doctor Hugh of S. Victor. Translated into French by the R. Father 
Charles de la Grangé Canon Regular of S. Victor. And now 
Publish’d in English for the use of the English Augustin Nuns 


of Saint Victor, 
Hugh ; de la 
Grangé, 
Charles (trans.) 


Bruges : Printed 
by John De Cock 


[17357] 


8vo. pp. (2), 66, 248, 59, (1). Bound in original sheep, flyleaf with inscriptions “for the use of 
Clementina Conyers 1737” ((1681-1731) choir nun, received into the convent in 1719) and 
“Eusebia Pickering” (choir nun of Anglo-Portuguese descent, d. 1810). First edition in English. A 
rare guide to convent life printed for the English Augustinian nuns at Bruges. In addition to 
spiritual advice it includes instructions for conduct in church, rules for fasting and abstinence, 
caring for the sick, managing the gaze when looking upon men, admonishment against receiving 
letters in secret, clothing regulations, advice on bathing, reading and submission to monastic 
superiors. Founded in 1629, and known also as the convent of Nazareth, the English canonesses 
at Bruges were responsible for educating many notable daughters of the English Catholic 
nobility. Blom, Blom, Korsten & Scott, English Catholic Books 1701-1800 supplies a publication 
date of [1735], tying in with the dates of other books printed by John de Cock 


7197834 


The flaming hart or The life of the glorious S. Teresa, Foundresse of 
the Reformation, of the Order of the All-Immaculate Virgin-Mother, 
our B. Lady, of Mount-Carmel. The History of her Life, was written 
by the Saint her selfe, in Spanish; and is newly, now, Translated 
into English, in the yeare of our Lord God, 1642 


de Avila, 
Teresa ; 
Matthew, Tobie 
(trans.) 


Antwerp : Printed 
by lohannes 
Meursius 


1642 


8vo. pp. (72), 660, (12). Bound in near-contemporary sheep over wooden boards. An excellent 
copy of the scarce first edition of this translation into English by the prominent Roman Catholic 
writer and courtier Sir Tobie Matthew (1577-1655) of the autobiography of Saint Teresa of Avila 
(1515-1582), Spanish mystic, Carmelite nun and leading beacon of the Counter Reformation. 
Celebrated as both an important literary work of the Spanish Golden Age and a milestone of 
Catholic spirituality, St. Teresa’s Vida was first translated in English by Michael Walpole as The 
lyf of the mother Teresa of lesus (Antwerp, 1611). However, Matthew explains how he 
considered that the producer of that earlier translation “seemed to have lost a little of his owne 
English Toung, and, on the other, not to have acquired enough of the Spanish.” He dedicated his 
new edition to Princess Henrietta-Maria, noting her “extraordinary devotion” both to St. Teresa 
and to “the holy Religious woemen of her Angelicall Order; whereof, the English nation [...] hath a 
monastery at Antwerp.” Presumably the printing of this book at Antwerp by Joannes Meursius 
was in some way connected with this English Carmelite convent. Matthew, having fled England in 
1641, himself was at this time residing at the nearby English Jesuit College at Ghent 
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7276328 


Vita della Ven. Serva di Dio Fialetta Rosa Fialetti del Terz’Ordine di 
S. Domenico Data in Luce dal P. L. F. Gio. Vincenzo Patuzzi Coll’ 
aggiunta di alcune sue lettere, canzoni, e altre spirituali operette 


Patuzzi, 
Giovanni V. 
(Giovanni 
Vincenzo) 


Venice : Appresso 
Simone Occhi 


1740 


4to. pp. (24), 522, 32, plus engraved frontispiece portrait signed Orsolini. Bound in 19th century 
half calf over marbled boards; faint stamp of ‘St Joseph's Retreat, Highgate Hill, London’ on 
flyleaf alongside 19th century ownership inscription (‘M. Watts Russell’). Very rare sole edition of 
this biography of Fialetta Rosa Fialetti (1663-1717). When she was 13, Fialetti entered the 
convent of Santa Maria delle Grazie in Burano (a Venetian island) but was soon struck by a 
deathly illness. Due to her infirmity she was forced to return to her home, able to embrace only 
the Third Order (secular) of St Dominic for the rest of her life. Like an increasing number of nuns 
in the 17th and 18th centuries, she was encouraged by her Spiritual Director (a monk) to commit 
her internal musings and memoirs to paper, including the details of her early life and. As the 
preface recounts, these were subsequently used as the basis for the present Vita. At the end of 
the work and in a separate, 32-page appendix, there is also a selection of Fialetti’s letters and 


poetry 


1276329 


Historia Passionis B. Caeciliae Virginis, Valeriani, Tiburtii, et Maximi 
Martyrum. Necnon Urbani, et Lucii Pontificum, et Mart. Vitae. Atque 
Pachalis Papae |. Literae de eorumdem Sactorum corporum 
inventione, & in Urbem translatione. Omnia ex Antiquissimis 
Nobilium Urbis Bibliothecarum manuscriptis exemplaribus ab 
Antonio Bosio |. V. D. fideliter, accurateéque deprompta, notisque, 
illustrata, & nunc primum in lucem edita. Accedit relatio eorumdem 
Sanctorum Corporum novee inventionis, & reposistionis sub 
Clemente VIII. P. M. Paulo Sfondrato S. R. E. tt. S. Caecilia Presb. 
Card. 


Bosio, Antonio ; 
Tempesta 
Antonio (engr.) 


Rome : Apud 
Stephanum 
Paulinum 


1600 


4to. pp. (8), 184, (16), including engraved plate signed Antonio Tempesta and half-page woodcut 
of Caecilia’s new sacrophagus on p. 168. Bound in contemporary limp vellum, bookplates of 
Nordkirchen and |. G. Schorsch. Rare sole edition of this early, newsworthy hagiography of St. 
Cecilia the virgin martyr, published amidst the huge excitement following the discovery of her 
uncorrupted body in the catacombs beneath her eponymous church in Trastevere in 1599. The 
plate by Antonio Tempesta shows an imaginative amalgamation: on the left, Cecilia’s personal 
burial in the 3rd century by Pope Urban; and on the right, the 9th century vision of Pope Paschal 
(Cecilia, dressed as a bride, imploring him not to give up the search for her body). In the 
background are what the artist imagined early churches might look like. The present work was 
brought to the press with great speed, and must have been published before Stefano Maderno’s 
statue of the uncorrupted body was finished — which today sits atop her sarcophagus 


96 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


7276330 


Caecilia virgo Romana, nobili genere nata, Valeriano sponso sua, 
eiusq[ue] fratre Tiburtio ad fidem conversis, et martyrio coronatis, 
eadem martyrii gloria decorator sub Alexandro Imp. X. Kal. Decemb. 
CCXXXIl 


Collaert, 
Adrian{us] 
(engr.) 
(Collaert, 
Adriaen) 


Brussels : Adrian. 
Collaert excudit 


1603 


Folio [25.6 x 19.3 cm to platemarks, on sheet measuring 25.7 x 19.4 cm]. Engraving featuring 
central image of the recumbent figure of St. Cecilia surrounded by 9 vignettes (numbered in 
contemporary manuscript) of episodes in the saint's life, with captions. Rare sole edition of this 
print. In 1599 the uncorrupted body of St. Cecilia — a third century virgin martyr — was discovered 
in the catacombs below her eponymous church in Trastevere. A sculpture of the body was 
immediately made by Stefano Maderno, which still sits atop the church’s altar to this day. 
Cecilia's body is relaxed, almost blissful - especially remarkable given that she was apparently 
beheaded three times! The central image shows Maderno’s statue of the saint lying face-down, 
with two angels holding a crown over her tomb, and with a coat of arms and cartouche below. 
The statue is surrounded by nine scenes in cartouches illustrating the saint’s life, proceeding 
from the lower left to the lower right corners: Cecilia sitting apart during her wedding, ‘singing to 
God in her heart’; Cecilia refusing her husband's sexual advances on their wedding night; an 
angel presenting two crowns to Cecilia and her newly-converted husband; Cecilia, her husband, 
and her brother-in-law in prison; and finally, Cecilia being boiled alive (various legends seem to 
compete about her actual method of execution). The first print made to celebrate the discovery of 
the saint's body was a design by Francesco Vanni, engraved by Cornelis Galle and published in 
Rome. The present print by Collaert is related to Vanni’s Roman original; like Galle, Collaert may 
well have functioned as a mediator between the engraving centers of Rome and Flanders. In this 
case the print was an act of patronage, dedicated by Aubertus Miraeus (1573-1640) to his uncle 
Guilelmus Miraeus (1548-1621), the music-loving Treasurer of Brussels (St Cecilia had at some 
point acquired the reputation as the patron saint of music). 
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7276331 


Antiphonier a l'usage de Soeur Marie Victoire Thiry. Religieuse de 
Baviére a Liége. Professé le 3. May, de I'an 1768 


[1768- 
17927] 


Large 4to. pp. (3), 91, (5). Text and musical manuscript in French and Latin, featuring musical 
bars throughout as well as ornaments and head- and tailpieces and including elaborate title 
page. Bound in contemporary blind-stamped sheep. Decorative manuscript executed for a nun 
likely shortly after her entry into the Hépital de Baviére in Liege in 1768. Founded to treat the 
poverty-stricken casualties of the industrial expansion of Liege in the 17th century, the hospital 
was subject to Franciscan rule before adopting the practices of the Augustinians. Intriguing 
evidence of this complex mixture of religious and medical influence is found in the present 
manuscript, which provided Soeur Thiry with an antiphon to St. Augustine on p. 62 followed 
immediately by an antiphon to “N[otre] M[ére] Ste. Elizabeth” - one of the most famous female 
followers of St. Francis -, followed in turn by an antiphon to Saint Roche, a French saint 
specifically invoked against the plague. The orderly written manuscript has presumably been 
executed by a woman, whether Thiry herself or perhaps a fellow nun. Marie Victoire Thiry 
probably came from an affluent family that was able to afford the production of the present 
manuscript and its non-standard binding 


7276332 


An Introduction to a Devoute Life Composed in Frenche By the R. 
Father in God, Francis Sales, Bishop of Geneva, and translated into 
Englisg, By I. Y. The 2nd Edition 


de Sales, 
Francois ; 
Yakesley, John 
(trans.) 


[Douai] : [Printed 
by P. Auroi] By 
lohn Heigham 


1617 
faltered 
in 
manus 
cript to 
1622] 


12mo. pp. (2), 3-695, (10), including engraved title page. Bound in modern vellum with 
manuscript title on spine. Early ink initials ‘G H D’ on verso of title and in pencil on final leaves. 
Place of printing and actual printer's name from STC. Title page laid down, with loss to lower 
corner just touching engraved border; corresponding loss to final leaf (imprimatur), also laid down 
with loss of a few letters to several lines. Rare early edition of the first English translation of this 
iconic text of the Counter-Reformation. De Sales’ Introduction a la Vie Devote was first published 
in 1609, and the first edition of the translation by Yakesley, an untraceable English priest and 
chaplain at the Cathedral of Cambrai, appeared in 1613. Perhaps indicative of its intended non- 
cloistered female audience (and echoing de Sales’ own interest in the spiritual direction of 
women), this translation was dedicated to Anne Roper, the great-granddaughter of Thomas More 
who was living in Cambrai with her exiled family. As Yakesly’s preface notes, the work is 
intended to address the shortage of manuals of private devotion for secular Catholics — as a sort 
of Counter-Reformation reaction to Protestant individualism. De Sales’ text is composed of both 
meditations and spiritual directions, placing it in the canon of the Imitation of Christ and the 
Spiritual Exercises. His text continued to remain influential throughout the 17th century: it was the 
granting of a license to an almost unexpurgated London republication in 1637 of Yakesley’s 
Introduction to a Devoute Life which spurred rumors of a Laudian plot to introduce Popery into 
the Church of England 
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1276334 


Historia, Vida, y Milagros, Extasis, y Revelaciones de la 
bienaventurada Virge[n] Sor luana de la Cruz, de la tercera Orde[n] 
de nuestro Serafico padre S. Fra[n]cisco. Compuesta, y de nuevo 
Corregida y emendada por fray Antonio Daga, indigno frayle Menor, 
Difinidor de la Santa Provincia de la Concepcion, y Coronista de la 
Orden. Dirigida a la Catolica Magestad del Rey don Felipe III 
nuestro Sefior 


Daza, Antonio 


Madrid : Por Luis 
Sanchez 
impressor del 
Rey, N.S. 


1614 


Ato. pp. (8), ff. 16, pp. 17-24, ff. 25-32, pp. (8), ff. 105, pp. (2). Including woodcut vignette on title 
page, full-page woodcut of Blessed Joana de la Cruz on verso of e4, and numerous large 
woodcut initials in text. Bound in contemporary vellum with hinges repaired. Early ownership 
inscriptions of the ‘Hospicio de Tierra Santa del Convento de N. P. S. Francisco de la Ciudad de 
Valencia de la Virgen de Jesus’ on flyleaf, with the intriguing comment “Para dar Luz immortal” 
on verso. Further inscription on title page dated 1671. Very rare early edition, illustrated with a 
full-page woodcut, of the first biography of the Spanish mystic and licensed preacher Juana de la 
Cruz (1481-1534). Popularly revered — with some caution — shortly after her death, Daza’s 
biography paved the way for Cruz’s canonization process to officially commence in 1615. Juana 
de la Cruz attracted almost as much controversy during her lifetime as after her death. At the age 
of four she began to experience celestial visions; her subsequent spiritual journey led her to hold 
talks with angels, rescue souls from Purgatory, suffer stigmata, battle demons, and receive divine 
revelations. During public visionary experiences she lost consciousness while a deep voice, 
identifying itself as Christ, issued from her narrating the feasts and pageants taking place in 
heaven. In 1510 Cardinal Cisneros granted her permission to preach publicly as a parroco, an 
unprecedented and perhaps unparalleled decision ratified by Papal Bull. The rosary beads 
produced by Cruz and sold by her convent were the subject of an Inquisitorial ban in 1605, 
relaxed in 1609, and re-forbidden in 1617 at a special meeting of cardinals in Rome. As Miguel 
Zugasti notes, Juana de la Cruz enjoyed a resurgence in popularity later on in the Siglo d’Oro, 
but Daza’s effort at a biography also attracted its share of criticism from theologians and some 
authorities because of his reckless unfiltered and vulgar language, so much that even the 
Cardinal of Toledo, Don Bernardo de Sandoval y Rojas, ordered the book to be withdrawn 
(“Santidad bajo sospecha: la vida de Sor Juana de la Cruz (1481- 1534) en florilegios de santos, 
cronicas y escenarios del Siglo de Oro” in Fernandez & Rodriguez (eds.), Hommage a André 
Gallego. La transmission de savoirs licites ou illicites dans le monde hispanique péninsulaire. 
Toulouse, 2011, pp. 339-367). The present edition thus follows the vanishingly rare first edition of 
1610 with an added, 36-page approbation in which the Inquisitor Francisco de Sosa details the 
‘corrections and emendations’ which were needed in the present work. The proceso for Cruz's 
beatification was officially opened in 1615, but was halted in 1679. In 1986 the Vatican re-opened 
Cruz's case, and in 2015 she was finally declared Venerable by Pope Francis. Ronald Surtz (The 
Guitar of God: Gender, Power, and Authority in the Visionary World of Mother Juana de La Cruz 
(1481-1534). Philadelphia, 1990) has even suggested that it was discomfort over Cruz's 
homoerotic imagery in describing the interaction of the soul with God which was responsible in 
part for this lengthy delay. Although well-recognized in the literature as a significant precursor to 
her countrywoman Teresa of Avila - and a remarkable figure in herself — primary sources on 
Juana de la Cruz are rare in census. Daza’s 1610 biography is known in just two copies, both in 
Madrid. A 1613 edition with an engraved portrait is held in the US at St Bonaventure (NY), the 
Graduate Theological Union (CA), and the University of San Diego. This edition instead features 
a woodcut portrait; no copies are recorded in US libraries 
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1276335 


Nueva Maravilla de la Gracia, descubierta en la Vida de la 
Venerable Madre Sor Juana de Jesus Maria, Monja del gravissimo 
Convento de Santa Clara de Burgos. Dedicada a la Reyna del Cielo 
Maria Sefiora investra por mano de N. Rmo. P. Fr. Joseph Ximenez 
Samaniego Lector jubilado Teologo de su Magestad en la Real 
Junta de la Concepcion, y Comissario General de toda la Orden de 
nuestro Padre San Francisco en esta Familia Cismontana Escrita 
Por el Rmo. P. Fr. Francisco de Ameyugo, Lector de Teologia 
jubilado, y Provincial que ha sido de la Santa Provincia de Burgos, 
de la misma Orden 


de Ameyugo, 
Francisco ; de 
Jesus Maria 
Rodriguez, 
Juana ; Orozco, 
Marcus (engr.) 


Madrid : Por 
Antonio Gongalez 
de Reyes. A costa 
de Gabriel de 
Leon, Mercador 
de libros 


1674 


Ato. pp. (30) [of 32, lacking half-title], 463, (5), plus engraved portrait. Bound in early 20th-century 
blind-tooled calf with red-and-gilt title label on spine. Very rare second edition (first, 1673) of an 
almost unobtainable biography of this Franciscan nun, with the (often lacking) engraved portrait 
showing Sor Juana in a state of ecstasy. Married against her will to an abusive husband, Juana 
de Jesus Maria Rodriguez (1574-1650) claimed to have preserved her chastity throughout her 
marriage despite threats of violence. She was initially drawn to the Third Order (secular) 
Discalced Carmelites following a spiritual meeting with St. Teresa of Avila when she was 18 
years old. In 1615, while still married, she began to experience stigmata and from 1617 onward 
she experienced lengthy ecstasies generally lasting from Friday to Sunday, in which she relived 
the episodes of the Passion. Her husband died in 1622 after having been miraculously 
converted, freeing Juana to pursue her spiritual leanings. After the intervention of St. Francis 
himself Juana entered the Convent of the Poor Clares in Burgos in 1626 at the age of 52. She 
and her stigmata were examined in person by the Archbishop of Burgos, who could find no fault 
with them; but in 1634, amidst a general uptick in Inquisition activities against female mystics, the 
Franciscan Provincial ordered Juana to cease all manifestations, have her stigmata healed, and 
to stop distributing blessed rosaries. The present work was composed based on Juana’s spiritual 
autobiography written at the direction of her confessor beginning as early as 1609. While it was 
not unusual for particularly pious nuns’ activities to be questioned and investigated by 
ecclesiastical authorities, the vita of this stigmatic nun was placed on the Index in 1678. The 
outright prohibition of a previously licensed biography was quite unusual during this period. 
Ameyugo’s work likely remained on the Index well into the late 18th century. The iconographically 
rich engraving is signed by a priest-engraver, Marcus Orozco and depicts Juana in the midst of 
an ecstatic vision, conversing with the Infant Jesus while watched by cherubim holding symbols 
of her penitential instruments. Pages 449-463 contain devotions and songs composed by Juana 
herself, some intended to be sung to a harp 
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7276336 | Historia puntual, y prodigiosa de la vida, virtudes, y milagros de la Serrano, Madrid : En la 1752 4to. pp. (24), 424, (8), plus engraved frontispiece. Bound in Contemporary vellum, recased with 
B. Maria de la Cabeza, digna esposa del glorioso San Isidro Francisco A. Oficina de D. endpapers and ties renewed. "Caballeros y om tre ?? lo [illegible]" Very rare sole edition of this 
Labrador, natural, y patron de la coronada villa de Madrid, que de (Francisco Gabriel Ramirez life of Maria Torribia, the late eleventh-century wife of Saint Isidro the Farmer, both popularly 
su encargo escrivid el P. Francisco Antonio Serrano, de la Antonio) ; de venerated in early modern Spain as the patron saint of female laborers and male farmers and 
Compajia de Jesus, Maestro de Theologia Moral en la Casa lriza, Mathias day-laborers, respectively. Maria and Isidro had one son, who according to legend one day fell 
Professa: Acrisolada con la verdad de los processos, formados en (engr.) into a well but was miraculously delivered back to his parents in response to their prayers. In 
distintos tiempos para su Canonizacion. Dedicada por su gratitude for this act of Divine Mercy, the parents vowed to lead a life a sexual abstinence. 
ayuntamiento a la Catholica Real Magestad de la Reyna Nuestra Following Maria’s beatification in 1697, the present work was published in honor of her 
Sefiora D.fia Maria Barbara de Portugal, (que Dios guarde) siendo successful canonization in 1752. The engraved frontispiece — sometimes lacking - might have 
Corregidor el S.r Marques de Rafal: y Comissarios los Sefiores D. been intended for detachment, as it specifies an 80-day indulgence granted to those who pray an 
Joseph Antonio de Pinedo; D. Pedro Joseph de Yermo; D. Antonio ‘Ave Maria’ to the newly-minted saint. The text covers a discussion of the possible judeoconverso 
Moreno; D. Mathéo Joseph de Larréa; y D. Francisco Milla de la ancestry of ‘La Santa Labradora’ as well as the events of her life; a detailed account of her cultus 
Pefia after her death is also provided in Book Four. The engraved plate, signed by ‘F. Mathias de 
lraza,’ depicts the saint bearing a candle with all the trappings of her humble agricultural 
existence in the background. It includes a note that ‘Arzobispo Gobernador de Toledo concedio 
80 dias de Indulgencia a los que rezaren una Ave Maria.’ 
7276337 | Vive Jesus. Petite Coustume de ce Monastere de la Visitation Frémiot de Paris 1642 pp. 230, (4) pp. of index and 2 folding engraved plates mounted on stubs. Pages 95-96 and 103- 
Saincte Marie d'Annessy Chantal, 104 supplied in 18th C manuscript. Bound in 18th C vellum with green silk place-holder. Handful 
Jeanne- of early manuscript corrections to the text. 18th C ownership inscription on pastedown inscription: 
Francoise “Ce Livre est du 1er m[onaste]re d la Visitation Ste Marie de Tours d’Annecy il y'a plusieurs 


pages écrittes a la main voyez page 23 sur l’'acte de contrition. Il y a la table des M[altfiJeres,” as 
well as a further inscription on flyleaf, “Ce Livre est du monastere de la Visitation Ste Marie de 
Thonon donné par notre R. R. Mére Agnes Euphrasie Barras, Superieure a notre Ste couvent 
[Fribourg],” dated 1844. Extremely rare first edition of this informal handbook composed by 
Jeanne-Frangoise Frémiot just before her death in December of 1641, intended to complement 
the official ‘Constitutions’ and ‘Articles’ of the Visitandine convents she had founded. The present 
copy evidently ‘made the rounds’ arriving at the convent of Fribourg by 1844, via Tours, Annecy, 
and another convent. Just one other recorded copy of this work contains the two engraved plates 
found here, tables serving as models, which provide evidence of the convent's attempts to 
regulate chores and to bask in the Order's success. The foreword explains the need for the Petite 
Coustume as a supplement to the original regulations formed by Francis de Sales for the 
Visitandines in 1616. The text provides a fascinating window into convent life 
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1297639 


[Leyes de la Esposa]. [Begins:] Tratado esp[iJr[ijtual y mystico para 
personas Religiosas que aspiran a la perfeccion. Compuesto Por el 
V. M.e Maria de Jesus de Agreda Como lo Ofrece en la divina 
historia de su Mistica Ciudad de Dios titulo. Leyes de la Esposa. Y 
Apices de su Casto amor, y frutos Sacados, y escogidos del arbol 
de la Vida de la divina historia de la mejores Vidas de Jesus, y 
Maria Santissimos 


de Jestis de 
Agreda, Maria 


[Spain] 


[18th 
century 


] 


8vo. pp. (2), 58, 58 (bis)-247, (8). Bound in contemporary limp vellum, remains of fastenings 
(binding separating from text block at top joint). Contemporary or early inscriptions to 3rd f.e.p. 
verso, both in same hand: “De la R.a M.e Sor Juana Teresa de Jesus” and “De la libreria de S.ta 
Ysabel de los Ang.s.” Later paper place-markers. Manuscript copy of a tract by the important 
mystic and writer Sor Maria de Jesus, Abbess of Agreda (1602-1665, born Maria Coronel y 
Arana), known for her biography of the Virgin, ‘Mystica Ciudad de Dios.’ Sor Maria de Jesus is 
considered Venerable in the Roman Catholic church and was subject to a bilocation - while 
residing in Spain she appeared to the Jumano Indians, who lived in present western Texas/New 
Mexico/northern Mexico. At the end of the introduction of the present work, she notes that when 
she wrote a second version of her ‘Mystica Ciudad’ - having burnt the first, after her confessor 
instructed her that in the church there was no place for women’s writing - her divine inspiration 
was so abundant that she wrote another, companion book - the present title. These ‘Leyes de la 
Esposa’ (Laws of the Bride) are serving as a spiritual guide to being a nun. The tract had an early 
circulation almost entirely in manuscript, prior to printing in Spanish in 1916. Copies of the work 
are very unusual outside Spain, there is a rare printed German translation of 1729. The present 
manuscript also contains a ‘Notice to the reader’ (pp 208-47) from an unknown author who 
informs that the text has been faithfully copied from another manuscript. In this essay, he/she 
notes his/her view that the text at very end is not in Sor Maria de Jésus’s style and discusses 
points including biography and dating. 


7328956 


La Contrition 


Chiquet, 
Jacques (engr.) 


Paris : chez 
Chiquet 


[ca. 
1700- 
30] 


Singe sheet engraving, plate size 295 x 195 mm, sheet size 360 x 254 mm. Lettered within plate 
at foot, additional early manuscript text added at foot. Rare devotional print, the third in a set 
printed by Jacques Chiquet (1673-1721) after the extraordinary images conceived by Vincent 
Huby. The set of 12 depicted the progress of the female soul from sin to repentance and this one 
is an emblem of contrition: the weeping subject faces an angel with cross and book, while her 
enlarged heart is filled with the Holy Spirit. Around it there are personifications of the vices driven 
outwards: a peacock (pride), ram (luxury), pig (gluttony), tortoise (sloth), leopard (anger), snake 
(envy) and a toad (avarice) while the devil flees to the bottom right while turning his back. Huby’s 
images, first printed in the 1680s, were extraordinarily successful and endured in variants and 
reproductions around the world well into the twentieth century. They were first used in devotional 
retreats for men and women (a set was devoted to each sex) as large placards with the texts 
used as vocal explanations, but soon became adapted in smaller formats. Chiquet’s versions are 
among the earliest of these adaptions. He was a master engraver and sold popular prints and 
maps in large number, with the business continued after his death by his widow, making precise 
dating difficult. This example, with its manuscript caption, leaf number and holes from former 
stitching at the left-hand margin, was once bound with others, or within a folio format devotional 
manual and bears text in both the original engraving and nine additional lines of contemporary 
manuscript. 
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7331471 


S. Marize Magdalenee Vitee Historia Commentario illustrata Auctore 
R P. F. Carolo Stengelio, Ord. S. Ben. 


Stengel, Carl 


Augsburg : Apud 
Saram Mangiam 


1622 


8vo. pp. (8) including engraved title page, 400. Bound in contemporary yap-edged vellum. Ex 
libris and ex legato of Wilhem Ludwig Bennz in lower margin of title page and on pastedown, the 
latter dated Eichstadt, 1683. Very rare sole edition of this life of Mary Magdalene, the penitent 
prostitute and most important female follower of Christ, and illustrated with a suite of 9 unsigned 
engravings. Stengel devotes only a few pages in Chapter | to discussions of Mary’s life as a 
prostitute before moving swiftly on to her conversion and penitence. The first engraving (p. 18) 
depicts Mary rather awkwardly washing Jesus’ feet; the remainder of the plates show her roles in 
Jesus’ life and death. Interestingly, pp 256-257 advance the theory that because it was a woman 
(Mary Magdalene) who bore witness to the key events of Christ’s death and resurrection, it must 
also be a woman who bears witness to Christ's eventual return. The last chapter presents the 
traditional iconography of the penitent Mary, reading with hands clasped in front of a crucifix and 
with a rough sack-cloth draped over her arm. The text gives the Canonical Hours for St. Mary 
Magdalene. Carl Stengel (1581-1663) joined the Benedictine Order at the age of 14. In 1629 he 
was appointed Abbot of the Monastery of Anhausen, but served only intermittently as the monks 
were periodically forced to decamp due to the Thirty Years War 


7331472 


Vita della Venerabile Serva di Dio Suor Veronica Giuliani 
Cappuccina Estratta da’ Processi Apostolici, e da altri documenti 
autentici Dedicata all'Eminentissimo Principe Andrea Corsini 
Cardinale di Santa Chiesa Vescovo di Sabina e Prefetto della 
Segnatura di Giustizia dal Padre Fr. Gio. Giacomo Romano 
Postulatore Cappucino 


Romano, 
Giovanni G. 
(Giovanni 
Giacomo) ; 
Pirolo, 
[Tomasso] 


(engr.) 


Rome : Nella 
Stamperia di 
Generoso 
Salomoni 


1776 


Large 4to. pp. (XVI), 216, 176, plus 3 engraved plates signed by [Tomasso] Piroli. Bound in 
contemporary vellum over boards. Red wax ex-librises on front pastedown and final leaf, most 
likely a cardinal’s arms. Very rare sole edition of the first ‘official’ biography of Suor Veronica 
Giuliani (1660-1727), prepared from the documents used in her beatification process by the 
promoter of her cause, Giovanni Giacomo Romano. There seems to have been a flurry of 
interest in Giuliani - whose stigmatic wounds were subject to rigorous testing - around the latter 
half of the 18th century, perhaps in reaction to the emergent ‘Italian Enlightenment’ and its 
skepticism to mystical experiences. The compassionate Giuliani suffered a painful illness early 
on in life, which resolved itself when her father finally permitted her not to seek a husband and 
instead to enter the local Capuchin convent of Citta di Castello in Umbria, where she took the 
name Veronica in memory of the Passion. The imprint of a crown of thorns appeared on her 
forehead in 1694 and further stigmatic markings appeared in 1697; the suspicious local bishop 
kept Giuliani isolated from her sisters and under strict observation until he was certain of their 
veracity. Romano's biography of Giuliani is followed by two ‘Relazione’. The three plates by Piroli 
depict 1) Veronica with a Crown of Thorns, clasping a crucifix to her breast and holding her 
miraculous heart in her hand. 2) Veronica receiving the Stigmata in 1697, symbolized by piercing 
rays emanating from the respective areas of Christ’s body on a large crucifix. 3) the remarkable 
appearance of the Instruments of the Crucifixion on Veronica’s heart during a postmortem 
examination. Despite a variety of biographies (1728, 1734, 1763 (2)) of Giuliani promoting her 
cause, she was not beatified until 1802 and remained uncanonized until 1839 
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7331473 


Prieres Pour l’enterrement dune [sic] religieuse de la visitation [and] 
Priere Pour l’administration du Saint Viatique et de lextreme [sic] 
onction [and] Prieres Pour les Soeurs Agonisantes 


[Paris?] 


8vo. pp. (2), 2-46; (2), 2-31, (16) including 3 integral blanks. Final, unnumbered quire written on 
bluish paper and bound in subsequently to the rest of the book. Bound in 18th century sheep 
Ownership inscriptions on flyleaves: “Ce livre est du M[onas]tére de la Visitation Ste Marie de 
Paris” [?] “Infirmerie”. “Je suis a l'usage de ma soeur marie [crossed out] de la chambre de la 
Superieure”. Manuscript in brown ink with divisional titles for each section, containing prayers for 
sick and dying Visitadine nuns, the administration of extreme unction and the viaticum, as well as 
prayers for a nun in ‘agony’ and for her burial. The prayers are presented in parallel translation 
(Latin on the left, French on the right), perhaps suggesting that either some nuns would read the 
Latin text or that the official administering the prayers might have been a clergyman. The final 
section (Soeurs Agonisantes) is in a distinctly different hand and is only presented in French. The 
ownership inscriptions on the flyleaves, however, indicate that the book was at some point used 
in a convent by ‘Soeur Marie [?] de la Chambre de la Superieure’, and perhaps later in the 
‘Infirmerie’ of the Convent of the Visitation in Paris. The prayers give some flavor of the 
ceremonies associated with the nuns’ burials, and one or two instances in the text seem to 
indicate that men were involved in rites, e.g., p. 18 of the first section 


7360208 


Notizie della Santa Casa di Maria Vergine venerata in Loreto 
Raccolte dal fu D. Antonio Lucidi Gia Benefiziato, e Custode di detta 
S. Casa Estratte dall'Angelita, Torfellino, Seragli, Renzuoli, ed altri 
rari Scrittori. Aggiuntivi Tutti i preziosi Doni, che si conservano nel 
suo Tesoro, ed in fine le Poste per diverse parti del Mondo In 
questa ultima impressione ornate di varie figure, e diligentiemente 
corrette 


Lucidi, Antonio 


Loreto : Nella 
Stamperia de 
Federico Sartori 
Impress. di S. 
Casa 


1782 


8vo. pp. 88. Bound in 20th-century % calf and marbled boards. With (9) leaves of plates 
(mounted frontispiece printed in sanguine; 1 folding map; 1 folding view; 7 folding architectural 
plates.). In addition to the added plates there are 4 woodcuts in the text. Ownership inscription of 
Alberto Galtinari, dated 1794, stamp of Jaco Calleri Graja, dated 1975. One of at least eight 
editions of this popular guide to the Shrine of the Holy House of Loreto. The book includes an 
engraved frontispiece of the Virgin Mary's house being transported to Loreto by angels, a folding 
view of the town of Loreto, a folding map showing the house's miraculous journey from the Holy 
Land to Italy by way of Dalmatia, elevations of the fagade and bell tower of the church, a floor 
plan and the walls of the Holy House, and four folding plates showing each of the four sides of 
the ornate enclosure that surrounds the Virgin's modest home. Additional woodcuts show a 
crucifix, a wooden statue of the Virgin Mary, the key to the house, and a fountain. The last part of 
the book describes the rich offerings housed in the shrine 
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7364142 


Tagliche Pflicht Des Menschen den Allerhéchsten Gott anzubetten, 
zuloben, und zudancken Zum Gebrauch der Hochgebohrnen 
Frauen, Frauen Maria Walburga Sebastiana Josepha Des H. Rom. 
Reichs Grafin von Zech, Auf Neuhofen, Solln, und Konigswiesen, 
&c. Gebohrnen Reichs-Freyin Segesser von Brunegg &c. 


Streicher, 
Ignatius (engr.) 
: Goz, Gottfried 
B. (Gottfried 
Bernhard) 


(engr.) 


Augsburg : 
Klauber Catholici 


[ca. 
1766- 
1774] 


Small 8vo with engraved frontispiece, finely executed ink drawing by Ignatius Streicher on the 
verso of the title page and (ii) 224 pp with twenty further engraved plates by G. B. Goz 
throughout the text and with six detailed part page pen and ink drawings, the manuscript finely 
executed within engraved foliate borders throughout, calligraphic titles in red and occasional 
yellow ink, with half a dozen calligraphic designs at the end of sections, including a final bird with 
red foliation. Bound in contemporary German red morocco, covers elaborately gilt with a border 
composed of a leaf roll, dotted roll and floral border, with large black flowers and drawer-handle 
tooling in the corners, enclosing a center piece with flowers, volutes, crowned faces and 
extensive tooling, highlighted with black paint, around central lettering ‘IHS’ on the front and 
‘RAM’ (?) on the back, the spine gilt in compartments, also with black paint, decorative bright 
blue pastedowns, the edges gilt and subtly gauffered at the corners, preserved in the original 
pull-off slipcase. The presence of the devotional plates, as well as the uniform engraved border 
throughout, suggest that this delightful German Catholic calligraphic volume was published blank 
in this format ready to be used to create a manuscript work of devotion. The extra-illustration of 
this manuscript with some 20 separately engraved devotional illustrations likely dates from the 
period, ca. 1766-74. The first of these prints signed by the studio of the Catholic Klauber 
brothers, and the succeeding illustrations by Géz, are undated, though their separate signatures 
indicate that all were executed sometime after Goz departed from Klauber brother studio. (A joint 
Klauber-G6z firm had begun operation in Augsburg ca. 1740, and denoted by their joint 
signatures on the plates they had executed together.) The suggested 1766-74 date range begins 
with the mature period of Gdz’s major works of Catholic devotional book illustration—his 
Christliche Tages-zeit and Heilige Communion- und Buss-Spiegel both appeared as Augsburg 
imprints in 1766—and ends with the later 1774 date given by Steicher in the manuscript 


105 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


7371625 


Lebens-Geschichte der Durchlauchtigsten Furstinn und Frau Frau 
Cunigundis Herzoginn in Bayrn [welche starb den 6 August a[nnjo 
1520] 


[Munich?] 


1796 


Small folio, ff. 19. Manuscript on paper written in a neat German cursive script, original green 
paste-paper boards. An apparently unpublished biography of Kunigunde of Austria (1465-1520), 
the well-educated sister of Emperor Maximilian | and wife of Duke Albrecht IV of Bavaria, who 
later turned into a nun. The final leaf contains a postscript with notes on the ancestors and 
siblings of Duke Albrecht IV. The execution of our manuscript, dated 1796, was carried out at a 
time in which the survival of religious institutions such as Puttrich abbey was in jeopardy. It might 
be true that our biography of Kunigunde of Austria was meant to counter-act the efforts of the 
enlightened Bavarian government, especially since the duchess was related to Bavaria’s ruling 
Wittelsbach dynasty by marriage. The manuscript draws heavily on an anonymous chronicle of 
the Puttrich abbey (Bittrich Voll def& Himmlischen Manna, pp. 27-59), published at Munich by J. 
L. Straub in 1721 when discussing Kunigunde’s joining and routines at the abbey after her 
husband’s death and her own illness and death. The present biography also bears striking 
resemblances with a 1793 Augsburg publication entitled ‘Geschichte des erbaulichen Lebens der 
Prinzessin Ludovika Maria von Frankreich’ by the monarchist Liévin Bonaventure Proyart (1743- 
1808), translated by an anonymous self-described ‘Barefoot Carmelite of the Bavarian Province’. 
It is possible that Proyart’s translator is also the author of present manuscript 


7373872 


Leggendario delle Santissime Vergini, Le quali vollero morire per il 
nostro Signor Gesu Cristo, per mantenere la sua santa Fede; 
Nuovamente ristampato Con aggiunte nel fine di nove Sante 
Vergini; ed anco la vita di S. Rosa, la quale non é stata piu 
stampata nel presente libro 


Bassano : Nella 
Stamperia 
Remondini 


1748 


8vo. pp. 384. 41 woodcut illustrations of female saints, contemporary vellum boards, fore-edge 
cover extension, pink marker ribbon, edges speckled blue, pink label stamped in gilt. Small MS 
shelf mark label to spine, armorial bookplate to verso of title page, with motto “Sic laeta quiesco”, 
within a cartouche with wreath border and owl at center. Copy of an illustrated edition from the 
important and popular Remondini press of Bassano near Venice, of this collection of lives of 
female martyrs. The present text includes at end (pp. 365-384) a life of the American saint Rosa 
of Lima (1586-1617), with the feast day of 30 August that she was given in 1729 
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7487714 


Mystica Ciudad de Dios, Milagro de Su Omnipotencia, y Abismo de 
la Gracia, Historia Divina, y Vida de la Virgen Madre de Dios, 
Reyna, y Sefiora Nuestra Maria Santissima, Restauradora de la 
culpa de Eva, y Medianera de la Gracia, Manifestada en estos 
ultimos siglos por la misma Sefiora a su Esclava Sor Maria de 
Jesus. Abadessa de el Convento de la Immaculada Concepcion de 
la villa de Agreda, de la Provincia de Burgos, de la Regular 
observancia de nuestro Serafico Padre S. Francisco, para nueva luz 
de el mundo, alegria de la Iglesia Catolica, y confianga de los 
mortales. Nueva Impression adornada y enriquezida con muchas 
lindissimas Estampas, representando los Mysterios de la Vida y 
Passion del Sefor Nuestra, y con un Indice General de las cosas 
notables, que se contienen en las tres Partes desta divina Historia. 


de Jesus de 
Agreda, Maria ; 
Ximenes 
Samaniego, 
Joseph ; 
Wierix, Jan 
(engr.) ; Wierix, 
Hieronymus 
(engr.); Wierix, 
Antoon (engr.) ; 
Bouttats, Pieter 
(engr.) ; van 
Lisebetten, 
Pieter (engr.) ; 
Causé, 
Lamberecht 
(engr.) 


Antwerp : Por 


Henrico y Cornelio 


Verdussen 


1708 


4to. 3 vols. in pp. (28), clxxviii, 236, (1), 104; pp. (8), 552, 40; pp. (6), 287, 24, (83). Unique 
volume of 17th-century spiritual exercises by a cloistered nun and mystical author who advised 
King Philip IV of Spain. Includes 75 plates hand-colored engraved plates by a contemporary 
hand, and highlighted throughout in gold, also bound in sumptuous contemporary gold-brocaded 
endpapers (vine and flower pattern with birds, by Christoph Ledergerber in Augsburg, printed in 
gold on a red ground). This is the fourth and best Low Countries edition, and the only known 
copy in extensive hand-colored form, in the original Spanish, and for the first time extensively 
illustrated, of what would prove an extremely popular series of meditations and spiritual exercises 
centering on the life of the Virgin Mary, and the apostolic ministry of the mid-17th century mystic 
nun, the Franciscan Abbess Maria de Jesus (1602-1665), from Agreda in Spain. The text 
includes a 107-page account of her life by her last confessor, Joseph Ximenes Samaniego. 
Though cloistered in Spain, the abbess is said to have miraculously appeared among the 
Jumano Indians in the early 1620s in Spanish American territories now in New Mexico and 
Texas, inspiring Spanish missionaries there. Long valued for its religious content and its literary 
value for Spanish, her work has recently aroused special interest as a mid-17th-century woman’s 
view of spiritual and bodily ideas in mystical Catholicism—and the powerful desire of early 
modern nuns to participate directly with their male Franciscan counterparts in the missionary 
movement in New Spain. It was first published posthumously at Madrid in 1670 and briefly placed 
on the Index Librorum Prohibitorum in 1681. For this edition the Verdussens adapted the 
copperplates engraved by the great Antwerp engravers Johannes, Hieronymus, and Antonius 
Wierix for the 1593 Evangelicae Historiae Imagines, some designed by Maerten de Vos, adding 
five additional illustration plates of Maria de Agreda herself by Pieter Bouttats and other 
engravers. The present copy has the largest number of plates recorded for any edition. 
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7522651 


Constitutions du Monastere de Port Royal 


[Arnauld, 
Agnés] 


[Port Royal] 


1645 


4to. pp. (2), pp. 3-106 in ink; pp. 107-122 in (later?) pencil; pp. 109-149 in ink. ‘Additions’ 
numbered in early ink in a different hand on pp. 145-148; 149 numbered but left blank, 
presumably for further additions, reflecting that these constitutions were a work-in-progress. Pp. 
103-6 on different sized paper, possibly inserted later but with catchword consistent from pp. 
102-3, with much space left blank presumably for additions. Bound in Contemporary vellum. This 
manuscript offers physical evidence of the activities of the nuns of Port-Royal in the tumultuous 
period following the imprisonment and death of their spiritual director, the Jansenist Abbé de 
Saint-Cyran. Predating all seven other known ‘early’ manuscripts of the Constitutions, present 
document thus constitutes the earliest codification of the rules and religious directions of this 
remarkable community of women, spearheaded by the notorious Mére Angélique Arnauld (1591- 
1661). The Constitutions contain what Mére Angélique believed were necessary reforms to the 
Cistercian Rules allowing the nuns under her care to draw closer to a pious, ascetic existence 
centered around the worship of the Blessed Sacraments. Many of Angélique’s reforms were 
inspired by Cornelius Jansen, and her newly-founded convent soon became a hotbed of political 
dissent, as wealthy benefactors from among France's disaffected nobility began to gather around 
the site. Despite the impassioned pleas of Pascal's Lettres Provinciales, written during the 
author's residence at Port-Royal, the convent was all but wiped out by the 1660s and ordered to 
be burned to the ground in 1710. For long, scholars consulted the 1648 manuscript held at the 
BnF (Frangais 19850) as the starting point for any discussion of Port-Royal’s history. The text of 
the present, recently unearthed, document contains significant differences to the 1648 
manuscript. The most interesting is perhaps the ‘Avant Propos’ eulogizing the controversial 
reformer Saint-Cyran as the spiritual director of the convent, found here but lost in all subsequent 
versions. Another notable absence is the chapter ‘Des Vestemens’, again found here but not 
known in any subsequent version. Finally, the 1648 manuscript contains an additional chapter on 
the treatment of benefactors and endowments, probably necessitated by the sudden influx of 
wealthy, political donors attracted to the convent in the 1640s. Aside from these major changes, 
we find numerous smaller textual variations between the 1645 and the 1648 versions. The 
Constitutions of Port Royal were crafted with care to address the day-to-day concerns of the 
nuns under Mére Angélique’s direction, with an unparalleled level of specificity among 
comparable constitutions. According to Weaver (La Contre-Réforme et les Constitutions de Port- 
Royal, 2002), it was in fact Angélique’s sister Agnés Arnauld who was responsible for the 
composition of the Constitutions, which were in turn corrected and reviewed by the Abbess. 
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7522662 


Lybro de Profesyones deste Convento de la Encarnacyon 
Descalgas de la M[erce]d que se Fundo Afio de Mil Seiscientos y 
cuarenta y cinco en esta ciudad de ecixa a trece e diciembre 


Ecija 


1645- 
1831 


Folio. Title and 104 elaborately decorated leaves of dated entries, including 2 printed on yellow 
silk and completed in manuscript, many interleaved with blanks, and with approximately 75 blank 
leaves at rear. Bound in 18th century black Spanish morocco elaborately tooled in gilt, with gilt 
and gauffered edges and with the arms of the Discalced Mercedarians on both covers. 
Sympathetically recased with new endpapers. Essentially a series of formulaic legal documents, 
libros de professiones served as elaborate and often sumptuous matriculation records for the 
religious houses of early modern Europe. This one is no exception to that rule, though it stands in 
stark contrast to the austerity of the Discalced Mercedarian order, established in the wake of the 
Tridentine reforms and the monastic reform movement of St. Teresa of Avila. This present book 
records the membership of the small cloister of Ecija, in the province of Seville, from the time of 
its foundation in 1645 down to its eventual dissolution in 1835, with the last member of the 
community admitted in 1831.The 104 individual professions all follow the same form - stating the 
name adopted by the sister at the time of her admission to the order as well as the length of her 
novitiate, and the names and endorsements of her male and female spiritual advisors. Taken 
together, the vastly varied styles of calligraphy and borderwork in these documents show the rich 
range of expression available to members of the order, and perhaps the attendant community of 
scribes in Ecija, for almost two centuries 


7522688 


Autograph letter signed "Humilissima serva Sor Sarafina de Dio" to 
Paolo Pellegrini (1597-1683), Bishop of Capri 


di Dio, Serafina 


[Naples?] 


1679- 
03-30 


Single bifolium [27 x 19 cm], written on one side only. With enclosure: a small scrap of cloth cut 
into the shape of a cross, decorated with red ink, a heart, and the initials ‘A. S.’; inscription on 
verso “Pannolino contatto dalla Serva di Dio Suor Maria Crocefissa’. Charming letter from the 
Neapolitan mystic Serafina di Dio seeking the patronage and ‘benediction’ of the Bishop of Capri, 
most likely in relation to the founding of one of her six Carmelite convents around Capri and the 
Amalfi region. Evidently well-versed in the practical formalities of ecclesiastical patronage 
relationships, Serafina offers the bishop “cento milia filice [sic]’ as well as a very curious ‘coselle’ 
[little thing]: a scrap of cloth “contatto dalla Serva di Dio Maria Crocefissa”. The reverence with 
which Serafina evidently held this item can only mean that the Maria Crocifissa referred to was 
Maria Crocifissa della Concezione (1645-1699), a Benedictine nun of Palma di Montechiaro in 
nearby Sicily. In 1676 Maria Crocifissa had been possessed by a group of demons who - she 
reported — forced her to compose a mysterious letter out of unknown symbols. In 2017 that letter 
was finally decoded and found to contain a litany of heretical insults; but it is evident from 
Serafina di Dio’s ‘holy scrap’ that Crocifissa was held in high regard during her lifetime 
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7522690 | Ewiger Seegen, So bestehet in einer gllickseeligen Sterb-Stundt, Becker, TobiaS | Prague: Gedruckt | 1679 8vo. pp. (16), 414, (6), plus engraved frontispiece and 29 plates signed G[erard] de Groos after 
Welche Gott durch seine trewe Dienerin Ursulam Und Ihre Heilige J. (Tobias Jan) | [...] bey Georg [Christian] Dittmann. Bound in contemporary blind-ruled calf. Contains shelf mark, and a 
Gesellschafft, Allen dene[n] ertheilet, die sich in ihren Schutz, durch | ; de Groos, Czernoch contemporary manuscript approbation on a2 (“dies Buch ist erlaubt / Mater Anna Carolina”). Very 
tagliche Verehrung befehlen; absonderlich, durch Einverleibung Gerard (engr.) rare sole edition of this compendium of 42 Ursuline biographies with lively engravings. There was 
Ihrer Bruderschafft, Dessen Bestandt (unter andern) auch hieben a marked resurgence in Ursuline activities during the seventeenth century, notably in German- 
(nebst kirtzlicher Lebens-beruhrung, derer Ehrw. Jungf. Ursulinerin, speaking lands. As might be expected, the present work was clearly intended to be read in 
so in Beruff der Heiligkeit gestorben) begriffen: und anjezo zu Prag, Ursuline convents and is dedicated to the Mother Superior in Prague, Anna Dorothea de Selis. 
mit Bekrafftigung Ihro Pabstl. Heil. Innocentii XI. un[d] consens lhro Becker's selection of biographies includes a handful of beata among its ranks, but the focus is 
Furstl. Gn. Joannis Friderici Ertzo Bisch. zu Prag, auffgerichtet bey certainly on unpromoted, particularly virtuous nuns, e.g. Anne de Beauvais (1586-1620), Caecilia 
dene Ehrw. Jungfrawen Ursulinerin. Verfasset aber und in druck of the Holy Cross (1583-1612), Elizabeth of St. Catherine of Siena (ca. 1594-1629), and Joanna 
gegeben, durch P. Tobiam Joannem Becker, der H. Schrifft of the Conception (b. 1613). The missionaries Marie de I'Incarnation (d. 1672) and the lesser- 
formirten Baccalaureum, zur zeit gedachter Ehrw. Jungfrawen known Marie de St. Joseph (d. 1652), and their efforts to convert indigenous Canadian girls, are 
Sacellanum discussed in detail on pp. 34-49. Becker's work is illustrated by 30 plates engraved by an 

itinerant Fleming, Gerard de Groos, who had arrived in Prague in 1670. The plates are captioned 
in Latin, and one supposes that a Latin translation of the present work may have been intended 
but never published. The work was presumably issued with varying numbers of plates. 

7522691 | Vita et Martyrium S. Ursulae et Sociarum undecim millium Virginum | Crombach, Cologne : 1647 Folio. pp. (44); (12), 228; (12), 229-1154, (2), including two engraved title pages (second signed 
etc. Ex antiquis mommentis bona fide descriptu[m], notabilibus Hermann ; Sumptibus Petrus Rucholle, depicting scenes from Ursula’s life). Bound in 18th century blindstamped 
argumentis, quibus historiae fides fatis solide fundari posse videatur | Rucholle, Hermanni Mylij German pigskin with remains of clasps. Ex-libris inscriptions of the Jesuit College in Augsburg 
confirmatum, et in duos distinctum tomos Auctore Hermanno Petrus (engr.) Birckm[ann] dated 1669 and stamp of St. Joseph’s Seminary (NY) on title page. Rare sole edition of this 


Crombach Societatis lesu Sacerdote 


imposing monument to the Ursuline order: a more than 1000-page exposition of the Legend of 
St. Ursula and the 11,000 Virgins, as well as a detailed defense of its historical veracity and a 
spirited attempt to identify as many of Ursula’s 11,000 followers as possible and to trace the 
route of the retinue from southwest England to Rome, before they turned northwards to enjoy 
martyrdom in the defense of Cologne, besieged at the time by Huns. This work was part of a 
17th-century resurgence of interest in St. Ursula, which should be seen through the prism of the 
Counter-Reformation, in which detailed investigations into the authenticity of relics, saints’ 
legends, etc. were proudly held up as proofs of the church’s constancy 
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1522692 


Relation de la Guérison de la Soeur Sainte-Clotilde, Religieuse du 
monastére des Bénédictines de cette ville, Opérée le 25 juillet 1822 


Toulouse : 
Augustin Manavit, 
imprimeur du Roi 
et de Monseigneur 
PArchivéque 


1822 


8vo. pp. 22 [1 blank]. Bound in modern marbled wrappers. With woodcut papal arms on title 
page. Extremely rare sole edition of this account of the miraculous cure of a Benedictine nun, 
published at the direction of the Archbishop of Toulouse. On September 2 1821, Adélaide 
Vaysse, a 23-year old who had taken up the name of Soeur Sainte-Clotilde, gave herself such a 
blow to her leg that her foot became crooked and her leg stiff, and she lost all feeling and 
movement in it. The remedies of the village surgeons and doctors all failed and finally, the 
Archbishop of Toulouse himself arrived on the scene in order to provide some solace to the 
unfortunate nun. Soeur Sainte-Clotilde told the Archbishop of her desire to write to Prince 
Alexander of Hohenlohe (1794-1849). The prince was a priest of dubious reputation who had 
achieved something of a reputation as a miracle worker; thanks to reports of his cures, he 
enjoyed a strong popular following. The archbishop approved the letter, and it was sent to 
Hohenlohe on May 22 1822. The prince replied that he would devote 25 July to praying for 
Sainte-Clotilde. Sure enough, during a mass on that day which the archbishop had decided 
would be celebrated in the chamber of the bed-ridden nun, Soeur Sainte-Clotilde began to feel 
better; as she advanced towards the altar to take Communion, her foot miraculously straightened 
itself out. Subsequently, she found herself in perfect health and was able to walk about 
unassisted. An inquest of these strange events was ordered, and in September of 1822 a 
delegation arrived at the convent to interrogate Soeur Sainte-Clotilde. The events were certified 
by the Mother Superior as well as a number of other nuns and the local doctors who had failed to 
cure her. In order to relay the facts of this miraculous cure to the general public, the present 
pamphlet was published at the order of the archbishop 
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1522693 


Het Leven dan de H. Maeghet Rosalia, Patronerse teghen de 
Peste. Beschreven door eenen Priester der Societeyt lesu.Verlicht 
met Beelden, en met Poésie 


[Poirters, 
Adrian] ; 
Bouttats, 
Frederik (engr.) 


Antwerp : Bij de 
Wedue ende 
Erfgenaemen van 
lan Cnobbaert 


1658 


8vo. pp. (40) including added engraved title page depicting Rosalia holding a lily and a skull 
surrounded by other patron saints against the plague, and at her feet dying men and women 
seeking her intercession, 222, (18). With 8 nearly full-page engravings in text by Frederick 
Bouttats after Philip Fruytiers as well as 9 half-page emblematic vignettes by Bouttats. Bound in 
contemporary vellum. Rare sole edition of this Jesuit life of St. Rosalia of Palermo (1130-1166), 
composed to celebrate her miraculous intercession during the Antwerp plague of 1656-7. Poirters 
dedicates the present work to a local Marian Sodality whose members included a veritable who's 
who of Baroque artists and engravers — among them Philip Fruytiers (1610-1666), designer of 
the illustrations for Poirters’ book, and Antony van Dyck. After the discovery of St. Rosalia’s 
bones in a cave above Palermo in 1624, the city was saved from a ferocious plague, a miracle 
witnessed by van Dyck. Rosalia’s cult emerged in Antwerp following the arrival of some of her 
relics in that city in 1627 courtesy of an Italian priest, Giovanni de Tollenaere. These were 
‘sought out and obtained’ by a Jesuit priest, also the head of the Marian Sodality, who had them 
approved by the Bishop, following which Rosalia became the subject of much literary and artistic 
praise. The cult received a second boost in 1656 when a Solemn Mass was ordered to be sung 
to music and succeeded in delivering the city from plague. The present work shows the two-fold 
function of sodalities both to address social needs like protection from the plague and foster 
patronage: among the ‘Consulteurs’ listed in the preface is a mixture of merchant families and 
Flemish Baroque painters in the circle of Van Dyck and Rubens 
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1522694 


Apologia Istorica dell'Uso della Crocetta d’Argento, Che portano 
pendente sul petto, le Monache Basiliane del Real Monastero del 
Santissimo Salvatore della Citta di Palermo, scritta, e presentata 
Alle medesime Reverende Madri Dal Signor Ellenio Agricola 


Agricola, 
Ellenio [Giorgio 
Guzzetta, 
pseud.] 


Naples : Nella 
Stamperia di 
Felice Mosca 


1722 


4to. pp. (8), 142, (2). Bound in contemporary vellum with manuscript title on spine. Engraved 
bookplate of the Venetian merchant and bibliophile Amadeo Svajer (1727-1791) on pastedown, 
alongside early Veronese bookseller’s ticket (partially effaced). Extremely rare sole edition of this 
spirited defense of the Grecian nuns of St. Basil in Palermo, who had insisted on wearing their 
traditional silver cross on top of their habit despite the censure of the ecclesiastical authorities. 
Beginning with the reforms instituted at the Council of Trent, suspect practices within the Catholic 
Church were placed under increasing scrutiny; the Palerman nuns of St. Basil, who until 1600 
had continued to recite their psalms in Greek, were probably suspected of harboring Eastern 
Orthodox leanings. Here, a local priest, Giorgio Guzzetta (writing under a pseudonym) criticizes 
the ‘Latin’ authorities for meddling in affairs of which they have little understanding — i.e. the 
Greek rite - and expresses the wish that the nuns of the Basilian Convent will be able to use his 
writings to defend themselves against such “si gravi, e moleste contradizioni”. The community of 
nuns was said to have been founded by a Norman invader, Robert Guiscard, in 1072; the silver 
cross in question was apparently worn to distinguish these Basilian nuns — who followed the 
Greek rite — from the Western Church’s nuns of St. Benedict. According to Guzzetta, the nuns 
received the cross from the Abbess upon their profession of faith; and according to his research 
the cross itself was an adaptation from the original Greek ‘analabo’, a habit cut into the shape of 
across. Guzzetta’s work was explicitly written for the use of the nuns themselves: “I write only for 
you, Reverend Mothers... to instruct you in your affairs, and also to enable you to defend 
yourselves. | have tried to write with the greatest clarity; (which has made me somewhat diffuse) 
and with a simplicity of style, and in a popular language, most accommodated to your idiom, so 
as not to disappoint your intelligence in any regard...”. According to Melzi (Dizionario di opere 
anonime e pseudonime di scrittori italiani |: p. 348) the recalcitrant nuns brought the question 
before the Tribunal in Rome, who awarded them victory in their struggle 
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7529243 


[Manuscript Roman Martyrology for the use of the Cistercian 
Spermaillie Abbey near Bruges] 


Prioress Maria 


Bruges 


1598 


245 x 190 mm, ff. ii, 166. Manuscript on parchment, bound in 19th-century blind-tooled brown 
calf, clasp and catches in metal, one clasp missing. Catchwords on every page, ruled in lead 
point (justification 205 x 140 mm.), written in black and red ink in a cursive book hand, capitals 
highlighted in red throughout, 1-line initials and rubrics in red throughout, one 2-line initial in red 
in the beginning. Written for and likely by women, this manuscript is a copy of the new 
Martyrologium Romanum, first published in 1583 after the introduction of the Gregorian Calendar, 
and mandated by Pope Gregory XIII in 1584. The revised and corrected edition with additional 
notes by Cesare Baronio was published in 1586, and another revised edition appeared in 1589. 
The text in the present manuscript mostly resembles these early editions but lacks some of the 
saints. It offers a rare case study of the transmission from print to manuscript, customized for the 
use of the Cistercian nuns of the Spermaillie Abbey where it was copied. The manuscript was 
copied by Prioress Maria in 1598, as she states in the colophon. Written in another hand above 
the colophon is: “Finis est impositus die xvia Junii anni 1599." The centuries-long active use of 
this manuscript is reflected by the numerous changes to the text through inserted and pasted 
paper slips, including liturgical updates and the obituaries of the 36 abbesses on their dates of 
death and as such sheds some light on the actual liturgical customs of the nuns. Following the 
order of the calendar, the appropriate pages of the martyrology were read daily in monastic 
chapter after the office of Prime, followed by obituaries, anniversaries and further readings and 
prayers. Each entry begins with the martyrological letters indicating the phase of the moon, 
followed by the date according to the Roman calendar (kalends, nones, and ides) and the saints 
commemorated on that date, often including a summary of their lives. The Spermaillie Abbey was 
founded in 1241 in the village of Sijsele, at the outskirts of Bruges, by the lawyer Egidius van 
Breedene, canon of St. Donatian in Bruges and Chancellor of Flanders. A note about him was 
added in Flemish at the end of the book (f. 166) and translates as: “Him, Master Gillis Van 
Bre[ede]ne, a Provost of Harelbeke, Canon of Saint Donatian in Bruges, Chancellor of Flanders, 
founder of this convent named New Jerusalem, which one calls Spermaillie, who died in the year 
1270 on the fifth day of December” 
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7532558 


{Letter from Padre Giovanni Evangelista Pellei to inform members of 
the Third Order of the convent of Castro San Vito about the papal 
brief of 7 May 1586 in which Pope Sixtus V granted privileges to the 
archconfraternity of the Cordigeri] 


Pellei, Giovanni 
E. (Giovanni 
Evangelista) 


[Italy] 


1587- 
05-23 


510 x 615 mm, vellum. Broadside. Padre Giovanni Evangelista Pellei, the 59th Minister General 
of the Order of Friars Minor, authorized the creation of a Third Order, the ‘Compagnia del 
Cordone’ in 1587. The company of Cordone was aggregated with the archconfraternity of the 
‘Cordigeri’ of Assisi, which was founded by Pope Sixtus V in 1585. Pope Sixtus granted the 
Cordigeri full participation in all the spiritual favors enjoyed by the Friars, including the right to 
wear a cord or cincture. Wearing a white girdle with three knots had become part of the 
Franciscan habit after the example of the converted St. Francis of Assisi who had girded himself 
with a rough cord in memory of the cords with which Christ had been bound during his passion. 
The present printed letter from Padre Pellei notifies tertiaries of San Vito dei Normanni about the 
papal brief of Sixtus V of 7 May 1586. In the lower frame of the medallion on the letter, a member 
of the ‘Compagnia del Cordone’, is depicted next to one of the First and Second Order - a 
Franciscan monk and nun 


7532559 


[Emblems and texts in honor of the demi-jubilee of Ursuline sister 
Jeanne-Ilsabelle du Bois de Sainte Rosalie, on June 16 1698] 


[Sisters of the 
Ursuline 
Convent in 
Lille] 


[Lille] 


1698- 
06-16 


585 x 645 mm, illuminated manuscript on parchment. This document was composed to celebrate 
the demi-jubilee of Jeanne Elisabeth du Bois, also known as Jeanne-lsabelle de Sainte Rosalie 
(1655-1724), who had professed in the Ursuline Convent of Lille in 1673. Two asterisks in the 
text connected her birth name and her called name to Saint Isabelle of France (1224-1270) and 
Saint Rosalia of Palermo (1130-1166), respectively. The text contains two medallions with 
devices. The first medallion shows the sun and its reflection in a cloud and is accompanied by 
the verse ‘He becomes his equal,’ symbolizing that Sister Jeanne-Isabelle reflects the eternal 
light from Saint Rosalia and Saint Isabelle. The second medallion depicts the anagram of 
Isabelle, “Abeilles,” bees. Under a picture of a beehive and and a bee swarm, is stated: ‘She 
serves humans and the King of Heaven.’ The text below likens Isabelle to an obedient, skillful, 
cautious, and industrious bee. The bottom of the text, ‘Mon selgneVr DV bols Votre époVse 
VoVs sertet obelt alnsl que L’abelLLe IngenleVse.” with certain letters in red and 
capitalized, probably referring to a date in roman numerals. 


7532560 


[Illuminated manuscript affirming the solemn vows of Maria 
Cherubina, daughter of Hieronimo Monti] 


Ranson, Pierre 


(il.) 


Burano: 
Monastery of 
Saint-Vite and 
Saint-Modeste 


1753 


282 x 363 mm., illuminated manuscript on parchment, signed in red ink at the bottom in the 
golden frame by the Parisian painter-ornamentalist Pierre Ranson (1736-1786), otherwise known 
for his flowers, arabesks and ornament designs. Ranson might have realized the present work on 
a Grand Tour in Italy, as a part of his education. This work, influenced by Venitian art, is a unique 
piece in his oeuvre. The pyramidal composition is influenced by the Italian Renaissance genre of 
the Sacra conversazione. Maria Cherubina Monti’s solemn vows printed in golden letters are 
positioned in an exuberant décor of naturalistic flowers and a crowning scene of the Virgin May 
by the Holy Trinity. This scene is beheld by two kneeling saints, one of which is offering a rod 
with a bouquet of roses and the other one a bouquet of lilies, both marital symbols. The text is 
signed by the newly-vowed nun. 
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7589868 


Kyriolés ou Cantiques Qui sont chantez a I'Eglise de Mesdames de 
Remiremont, par des jeunes filles de differentes Parroisses des 
Villages voisins de cette Ville, qui sont obligez d'y venir en 
Procession le lendemain de la Pentec6te 


[Abbess of 
Remirement] 


Remirement : 
Chez Cl[aude] 
Nic[olas] 
Emm{anuel] 
Laurent, 
Imprimeur - 
Libraire 


1773 


8vo. pp. (3), 4-14, (2). Four large woodcuts within various woodcut and typographic ornamental 
borders. Woodcut headpiece, type ornaments. Dark green 19th-century quarter morocco. Sole 
edition, memorializing an ancient religious ritual held yearly on Pentecost Monday at the Abbey 
of Remiremont in the Vosges, an establishment which was only composed of women since the 
early 9th century. The Abbey gradually became a secularized elite institution, reserved for 
women of high nobility. Its Abbess, as an Imperial Princess, answered only to the authority of the 
pope. Known throughout Europe, Remiremont’s Dames represented the most powerful 
association of women in pre-Revolutionary France. The Abbey was also noted for a ritual of 
annual homage rendered by the local parishes, the Whit Monday Kyrioles, the words of which are 
transcribed in this little book. From six neighboring villages, bands of girls set forth, singing as 
they marched toward the Abbey. Each group carried bouquets of a different flowering plant, and 
each intoned the parish’s own local kyrielle or hymn. Other groups paraded as well, each with 
their own flowers and songs, but only these six embassies were allowed to enter the Church of 
Mesdames. This edition preserves the texts of the kyrielles of the six elite parishes that might 
have otherwise been lost. The rustic woodcuts on the first and last leaves (which possibly served 
as wrappers), evidently from the local printer's stock, show 1) two gentlemen in a study or hall, 
one writing at a desk, the other showing him a book, with books on the wall, and a rather ironic 
caption, “Quittez Richesse... Pour la Sagesse”; 2) St. Romaric; 3) St. Claire; and 4) the Virgin 
and Child. The publication would have been ordered by the then Abbess, Princess Anne- 
Charlotte of Lorraine 


7589937 


Compendio della vita della beata Giovanna Maria Bonomi 
dell'ordine di S. Benedetto Abbadessa ne! Monastero di San 
Girolamo della citta di Bassano Scritto dal Co. Ab. Girolamo 
Lombardi. Con una Dissertazione intorno la vera patria, e la famiglia 
della medisima 


Lombardi, 
Girolamo 


Bassano : 
Giuseppe 
Remondini 


1783 


8vo. pp. XVI, 167 (1) + fold-out letterpress table. First leaf verso a frontispiece engraving of the 
subject. Bound in red morocco, gilt to spine, covers and sides, marbled pastedowns and 
endpapers, all edges gilt. Illegible inscription on flyleaf. Finely-bound copy of one of the two 
editions from first year of printing (the other, Rome) of this life of Giovanna Maria Bonomo (1606- 
1670), Benedictine nun of Bassano. The book was published in the year of her beatification. The 
edition was printed by the famous Remondini press of her home town of Bassano, as shown by 
the printing license for Giuseppe Remondini at p. XVI. Besides life, virtues, will and miracles, 
there is a decree of Pius VI beatifying her, also an account of her beatification, and a study of her 
family, the last with a large fold-out family tree 
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7589939 | Anonymi, Sed Veteris & Fidi, Chronicon Ducum Brabantize, Ab ipsis | Matthaeus, Leiden : apud 1707 2 works in 1 vol., 4to., pp. (20) 264 (8); pp. (16) 267 (1). First flyleaf removed. Bound in 
gentis initiis usque ad Ann. M.cccc.Ixxxv. Accedit Vita virginis Antonius III Abrahamum contemporary vellum boards. Penciled shelf mark to front pastedown. First editions, two works 
nobilissimee, Elisabethee van Heenvliet, Que ultima ejus gentis, & (ed.) vander Mijn containing sources of Dutch medieval history, both edited by the important scholar Antonius III 
quarundam aliarum, monialium in Diepenveen Scriptore Anonyma Matthaeus (1635-1710). The first work is bound with Johannes a Leydis, Theodoricus a Leydis, 
moniali, quee ejusdem coenobii. Primus in lucem edidit adjectis Antonius III Matthaeus (ed.). 'Chronicon Egmundanum seu annales regalium abbatum 
Observationibus Antonius Mattheeus, Juris in illustri Academia Egmundensium auctore Fr. Johanne de Leydis Ordinis Preedicatorum Harlemi. Accedunt Preeter 
Lugduno Batava Antecessor Theodorici a Leydis Breviculos Leonis monachi Egmundensis Breviculi Majores Historiam 

Comitum continentes, qui Egmundee sepulti. Eruit hactenus latitantes, collegit, & primus edidit 
adjectis Observationibus Antonius Matthzeus, Juris in Illustri Academia Lugduno-Batava 
Antecessor.' Leiden, Fredericum Haaring, 1692. The first work includes a Dutch-language life of 
the fifteenth-century nun Elisabeth (Liesbeth) van Heenvliet, and others of the convent of St. 
Maria and St. Agnes of Diepenveen (pp. 225-264). Elisabeth’s life is advertised to main title page 
as written by an anonymous member of the community. Matthaeus prefaces the vita with a letter 
to Daniel de Milan Visconti (1652-1741) of Utrecht. Pages 227-230 in this part comprise an early 
list of the dead from the community, and there is also a headed section on the abbess Salome 
van den Wiel the Older. Elisabeth and Salome, and their community, have been studied more 
recently in light of the late medieval reform movement the ‘devotio moderna’ 

7589940 | Het beghinsel oft Dorspronck vande Orden onser L. Vrouwen, [Spoelberch, Leuven : by 1625; | 8vo. 3 printed works + 1 MS in 1 vol. pp. 63 (1); pp. 104; 94 (2); pp. 61 (3). Woodcut vignettes to 
Ghenoempt Annuntiaten. Met den Reghel der selver Orden. Inde Willem] (trans.) | BernardijnMaes; | 1614; | title pages and woodcut borders to all pages. First work with woodcut portrait to verso of title 
Nederduytsche tale ghestelt deur F. G. S. Noch is hier by ; [van Leuven : by Jan 1617 page of St. Jeanne de Valois and, to last page, of St. Francis receiving the Stigmata. Inscription 
ghevoeght een cort verhael vande principaelste Privilegien, Gratien, | Auwermeulen, Maes ; Antwerp : to title page, in same hand as writer of manuscript at back, “Desen Regel is tot gebruyck van 
ende Afflaeten, der selver Orden ghegundt [Bound with:] Corte Marie?] Inde Plantijnsche Suster Marie van Auwermeulen soo lanck alst haer oversten belieft” (“Sister Marie van 


devote oeffeningen op de veertich Wercken der maghet Marie, 
begrepen in de thien Capittelen des Reghels vande Orden der 
Annuntiaten. Deur P. G. S. B. Minderbroeder [Bound with:] 
Declaratien oft verclaeringhen op den reghel vande orden Onser L. 
Vrouwen ghenoemt Annuntiaten, Bedeylt in vijfthien Capittelen, 
Deur bevel ende auctoriteyt des Apostolische Stoels van Roomen, 
ghemaeckt deur den Eerw. P. Gabriel Maria [Bound with:] 
[Manuscript containing disciplinary functioning of the Order of the 
Annunciation, prayers and litanies] 


Druckerij by 
Balthasar ende 
Jan Moerentorf 
[Moretus] 


Auwermeulen can use this Rule for as long as it pleases her Mother Superior’) and the 
Franciscan motto “Deus meus et Omnia”. Below a prayer (“Sleutel der liefde”). Bound in 
contemporary blind-ruled polished and repaired calf. Volume owned by and with a manuscript 
written out by a Flemish nun, present are three rare printed Flemish-language texts relating to the 
Order of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a contemplative order of nuns founded by 
the French princess St. Jeanne de Valois (1464-1505), which gained papal approval in 1502 and 
whose popularity was widespread. Two of the works (II and Ill) are in first edition. The first work 
contains an introduction to the order and Jeanne’s own rule, translated by Willem Spoelberch. 
The second contains spiritual exercises, while the third contains general statutes of the order. 
Production of these printed works has been assigned to an important Flemish Counter- 
Reformation writer, and Franciscan, Willem Spoelberg/Spoelberch (1569-1633), ‘P. G. S. B.’, 
‘Gabriel Maria’, who took the monastic name Franciscus Maria. A sizeable manuscript at end in 
the hand of the owner sets out disciplinary functioning of the ‘Annonciades’ and includes prayers 
and litanies 
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7589941 | Ramillete de epistolas, y oraciones celestiales para fecundar todo da Siena, Barcelona : A 1698 Folio, pp. (20), 476, (28). Woodcut decoration and initials. At p. 476 a fine large woodcut device. 
genero de Espiritus. Nacido en el ameno iardin de las virtudes todas | Caterina costa de Ivan Bound in contemporary or early yellow-stained stiffened vellum, title to spine, one fastening still 
el coracon de la Mystica Doctora, y Serafica Virgen Santa Cathalina Cassafies y layme fully intact, margins to pastedowns of dark blue paper. Early Spanish edition of the letters and 
de Sena de la Sagrada Orden de Predicadores. Que mando Suria, Libreros prayers of St. Catherine of Siena. St. Catherine (1347-1380), virgin and Doctor of the Church, is 
traducir a la lengua Castellana, de la Toscana propria de la Santa, known for her lifetime of asceticism and mystical experience, her diplomatic efforts on behalf of 
el Eminentissimo Sefior Don Fr. Francisco Ximenez de Cisneros, Popes Gregory XI and Urban VI at the end of the tumultuous 1370's, and her brilliant intellect. 
por la Divina Miseracion Cardenal, y Arcobispo de la Santa Iglesia Despite her youth and lack of formal education, her writings are considered both theological 
de Toledo, del Consejo de su Magestad, y Canciller Mayor de masterpieces and classics of Tuscan literature. The letters and prayers here were translated into 
Castilla, &c. Dedicasse, y consagrasse a la misma santa Castilian from the original vernacular Tuscan on order of Spanish Cardinal and Grand Inquisitor 

Francisco Jiménez de Cisneros (1436-1517) 

7589942 | Regla dada por Nuestro Padre San Agustin a sus monias. Con las [Real Convento | Madrid: por Diego | 1648 8vo. ff. 84, numbered 1-81, ‘84’, (2) (signed: A-K8 L4). Small engraving to title page, featuring a 
Constituciones para la nueva Recoleccion dellas. Aprobadas porN. | dela Diaz de la Carrera nun receiving the rule from St. Augustine. Bound in contemporary or early limp vellum, fastenings 
Santissimo P. Paulo V. para el Real Convento de la Encarnacion de | Encarnacion, still partially intact. Second edition of this rare book of rules for the Augustinian Recollect 
Madrid. Y confirmadas por N. Santissimo P. Urbano VIII. Y Madrid] (reformed Augustinian) convent of the Incarnation, a royal foundation in Madrid dating from the 
mandadas guardar en los demas Conventos de Espafia de la time of Margaret of Austria (d.1616), predominantly for noblewomen. The rules also held for all 
misma Recoleccion the Augustinian Recollect convents of Spain. The first edition was Madrid, 1642. A book of same 

length, and similar title, was printed in Valladolid, 1626, so the Madrid publication may have been 
copied from there. The volume comprises: (ff. 2-15) Augustine’s original rule; (ff. 16 - 27 ro.) bulls 
of Paul V and Urban VIII; (ff. 28-77) the new Rule; (ff. 79-81) bull of Urban VIII; (f.’84’) the order 
of service for electing a prioress. The rules order all parts of the women’s lives, from refectory, to 
talking, to laundry 

7589943 | Letre [sic.] circulaire aux monasteres de la Visitation Sainte Marie. [Order of the Turin : par 1682 First edition. 12mo. pp. (6) 5-160. Woodcut of the Visitation of the Virgin Mary to title page. 

Sur les vertus de feue la Mere Francoise Magdalene de Chaugy Visitation of the | Barthelemy Bound in contemporary stiffened vellum. Inscription to title page: “Ce livre est du [???] de la 
Virgin Mary] Zappate Visitation Ste Marie de Bourges”. A life of the recently-deceased Frangoise-Madeleine de 


Chaugy (1611-1680), superior of the Visitation monastery of Turin, written and printed for 
circulation amongst the houses of this female conventual movement. Chaugy, besides holding a 
series of important internal leadership roles in the order, played a key role in the beatification and 
canonization of Frangois de Sales (d. 1622), co-founder of the Visitation Order. She also briefly 
(1668) suffered excommunication. The present book has a dedication to the Duchess of Savoy, 
from the Sisters of the Visitation. The circulation of pamphlets (‘lettres circulaires’) containing 
news, including obituaries, was an important, and ordained, part of the life of the order; the 
communications were recognized for their role in fostering the experience of commonality 
between the geographically dispersed communities 
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7589944 


Graduele a l'usage de Madame Du Mourier 


[Cistercian 
Abbey of 
Fervaques, 
Saint-Quentin] 


[Saint-Quentin] 


1757 
[i.e. 
1767?] 


Ato. pp. [2] 192, [2] 48, 27-118, [55], 138-177 [1] + 4 pages blank except for staves. Verse in an 
early hand to final endpaper recto (discussed below). Title page with polychrome decorations of 
flowers and foliage, verso with pasted-in hand-colored print, by Duflos after Rubens, of Adoration 
of the Magi. Blank leaf at end of first register has to recto a pasted-in print of St. Vincent de Paul 
by C.E. Gaucher after J. Jauffret, to verso, hand-colored print of St. Peter, by Duflos. Two folded- 
in loose musical manuscripts, one a folio, with music to recto, the other an octavo bifolium, with 
music to three sides. Bound in contemporary calf, label, “Gradle to Citeaux” on spine. Illustrated 
and decorated manuscript gradual for a Cistercian monastery (as the spine label tells us), for the 
use of Madame Du Mourier, identified as Nicole-Amélie Duperier Dumouriez (1735-1821; 
sometimes ‘Dumourier’) by a six-line Latin verse in early hand to final endpaper recto, on the 
virtue of “Nicola” (i.e. Nicole-Amelie). Dumouriez came from a prominent and wealthy family and 
became abbess of the Cistercian abbey of Fervaques in the city of Saint-Quentin in 1767. The 
gradual contains music for the masses of the year, with notes added into the staves. The 
manuscript combines illustration, careful decorative layout, and devotional prints with added-in 
notes and cross-references, and extra folded-in sheets of manuscript music, quite roughly drawn 
up. The evidence of the manuscript suggests that Dumoriez’ status - personal and ex officio - 
certainly did not preclude direct and personal engagement with the musical life of the institution 


7589945 


Beatificacion de la virgen gloriosa Rosa de Santa Maria. Celebrada, 
En el Convento Sagrado de Religiosas de Santa Catharina de 
Sena, de esta Imperial Ciudad Mexicana, El Domingo Primero de la 
Octava, dia 30. de Agosto de 1671. Predicéla, El Doctor D. Manuel 
de Escalante Colombres, y Mendoza, Natural de la Ciudad de Lima, 
Cathedratico proprietario de Rhetorica en la Real Universidad, 
Sacristan mayor del santo Sagrario de la Santa Iglesia 
Metropolitana de esta Ciudad. Dedicase, Al Exmo. Sefior D. Gaspar 
de Haro, y Guzman, Marques del Carpio, y de Liche, Conde Duque 
de Olivares Gran Chanciller de las Indias, Embaxador de Roma, &c 


de Escalante 
Colombres y 
Mendoza, 
Manuel 


Mexico City : Por 
Francisco 
Rodriguez 
Lupercio 


1672 


4to. pp. (46). With final blank. Large woodcut armorial of dedicatee to p. (3), woodcut initials. 
Damage to last leaf. Only edition of this rare sermon celebrating the recent canonization of the 
first American saint, Rosa of Lima, (1586-1617), given at the Dominican female convent of Santa 
Catalina de Siena in Mexico City on 30 August 1671. Rosa had been canonized on 12 April of 
that year. The sermon delivered to the nuns appears florid, allusive and meditative. The author 
discusses and interprets Rosa’s visions, and talks also about the Virgen de Guadalupe, the 
important venerated image of the Virgin Mary located in Mexico City. Escalante (1649-1708) was 
a senior clergyman and professor at the university in Mexico City. He was later to become bishop 
of Durango, and subsequently Michoacan, in Mexico. He was born in Lerma, near Mexico City. In 
a prefatory letter to the Spanish grandee Gaspar Méndez de Haro (1629-1687), 7th Marquess of 
Carpio, the author finds ties between his local family and the family of the Marquess 


7589946 


Breve resumen de la vida, virtudes, y hechos heroicos de la serafica 
virgen Santa Catalina de Sena, de la Tercera Orden de 
Predicadores. Dispuesto por el R.P. Fr. Domingo Comerma y Tolza, 
Lector en Sagrada Teologia, Examinador Sinodal del Obispado de 
Urgél, Lector actual de Escritura, y Bibliotecario mayor interino de la 
Biblioteca publica de su Convento de Predicadores de Santa 
Catalina Virgen y Martir de la Ciudad de Barcelona 


Comerma y 
Tolza, Domingo 


Barcelona : En la 
Oficina de Juan 
Francisco Piferrer, 
Impresor de S.M. 


[ca. 
1803] 


16mo. pp. (12) 164, (2) including engraved frontispiece, signed Sellent. Bound in contemporary 
vellum boards, reattached very likely to original binding, newer titling to spine. First edition. Rare 
life of the saint, doctor of the church, and Dominican tertiary Catherine of Siena (1347-1380). Its 
final chapter includes a description of recent promotions of devotions to the saint, particularly in 
Barcelona and among the Dominican Order of which the author was a member. In a portrait 
frontispiece, Catherine, who is depicted contemplating a crucifix, is noted to be “special advocate 
for obtaining the holy sacraments for the dying”, and to the verso of the title page is a 
demonstration that with the change of an h to an e, SANCTA CATHARINA DE SENIS is an 
anagram of NATA EST SCIENS ARCANA DEI (‘the one who knows the secrets of God is born’). 
The book ends with prayers and responses 
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1589947 


Histoire De La Vie du Glorieux Pére St. Augustin Religieux, Docteur 
de l'Eglise, Evesque d’Hippone, Et de plusieurs SS.BB. et autres 
hommes Illustres de son Ordre de Hermites. Receuillie par le R.P.S. 
Sainct Martin Religieux du mesme Ordre, Professeur du Roy en la 
faculté de Theologie en l'Université de Tolose 


Saint-Martin, 
Simplicien ; 
Baugin, Jean 
(engr.) 


Toulouse : Par A. 
Colomiés, 
Imprimeur du Roy 


1641 


First edition. Folio, pp. (16) 798, 198 (18) (lacking final blank). Fully engraved pictorial title page 
by Jean Baugin. Full-page engraved portrait of St. Augustine striking heretics with thunderbolts at 
end of prelims., by the same. Bound in 18th-century half-vellum and wood-marbled paper boards, 
Stamps of St. Hugh’s, Parkminster (founded in 1873 to house French Carthusians in exile), an 
earlier stamp of “J.M.J.L.A. Petit P.M.S.” First edition, a rare and extensive historical 
compendium on the Augustinian Order. It includes lives of Augustinian women, accounts of 
English Henrician martyrs and the Englishman Christopher Dixon martyred in 1616, an account 
of the office of the Latin-rite Archbishop of Goa, the Augustinian Aleixo de Menezes (Archbishop 
1595-1612), and three final lives of women Augustinians, translated into French from a recent 
Latin work by Joannes Neeffs called ‘Eremus Augustiniana’ (1638). Longer women’s lives include 
those of St. Monica (Augustine's very influential mother); and the mystic Claire de Montfaugon. 
There also lives of St. Perpetua (Augustine's sister), Rita de Cascia, Helen of Udine, Eufrosine, a 
nun called “la Soeur de Jesus”, Soeur Marie Martin, Jeanne de Guilhem (two lives), Christiana 
(two lives), Christina Viscountess of Milan (two lives), Petrucia, Veronique, Agnés, Jeanne du 
Montfaugon, Marguerite de Chaves, and Christina of Aquila 


7590206 


La Maniere de Donner L’Habit Aux Soeurs de la Visitation de 
Saincte Marie 


Lyon : Pour 
Vincent de 
Coeursillys 


1643 


8vo. pp. (3) 168 (1). Large Roman type (20 Il.) for the liturgy, woodcut initials, head- and 
tailpieces, engraved title vignette of the Visitation (signed Jean Bonser). Contemporary vellum 
over stiff paper boards, later manuscript title and date. Ownership inscription from the Chartres 
Visitandines on the front pastedown. Printed in notably large type and with many passages 
marked in manuscript for reading aloud, this service book presents the liturgy and choreography 
for Visitandine novitiates professing their vows. Members of the Order of the Visitation (founded 
1610) were only cloistered their first year, after which they tended the sick and served the poor of 
the broader community. The emphasis on shared service as opposed to personal austerity made 
the order welcoming to those less suited for traditional monasticism, especially older women. 
This is apparently the fourth printing (first Paris 1622). Coeursillys produced those of 1628 and 
1634, both with 91p., suggesting he employed big types, seen here, based on experience 
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7591234 


La Légende de Saint Ursule Princesse Britannique et de ses Onze 
Mille Vierges d’apres les Anciens Tableaux de I’ Eglise de Sainte- 
Ursule a Cologne Reproduits en Chromolithographie Publiée par F. 
Kellerhoven Texte par J. B. Dutron 


Kellerhoven, 
Franz ; Dutron, 
J.B 


Paris : Chez 
'auteur 


1860 


Large 4to, pp. (iv), 20, 194, 2 with 21 chromolithography plates, all printed by Hangard-Maugé in 
Paris, plus a final plate (22) printed by Lemercier as a photolithograph. One leaf printed in gold (a 
letter of appreciation form Pope Pius IX, dated 14 March 1863, referring to the careful 
reproduction of the paintings). Bound in full dark brown morocco, spine in 6 panels between 
raised bands. Franz Kellerhoven was a lithographer who was born and died in Germany, but also 
worked in the Netherlands and France. He specialized in facsimile color lithographs after old 
master paintings. According to Twyman (A History of Chromolithography, London, 2013, p. 352) 
he attracted much more attention than chromolithographers undertaking more routine work 
because of his focus on quality reproductions of paintings and manuscripts. Kellerhoven even 
received a lengthy write-up in the Gazette des Beaux-Arts in 1861. He decided to publish his own 
work to maintain greater control over his work and to be able to use as much colors or printings 
as he deemed fit. “The turning point appears to have been La Légende de Saint Ursule (Paris, F. 
Kellerhoven, 1860) which contains a series of reproductions of paintings from the church of 
Sainte-Ursule in his native Cologne, with an account of them by J.-B. Dutron. The book's 
introduction includes a list of works that Kellerhoven had already provided with 
chromolithographs (either wholly or in part)’. It also contained the aforementioned appreciation 
letter from the pope 
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7591242 


[Two Augustinian nuns, illuminated initial 'A’ from an Antiphonal] 


[Circle of Frate 
Nebridio] 


[Northern Italy, 
Cremona (?)] 


[ca. 
1460- 
1480] 


92 x 92 mm. The leaf cut close to the gold leaf frame, the verso with fragments of 4-line notation 
in red (rastrum 44 mm.) with text in brown ink and with written in modern pencil in German, only 
partly decipherable: "2 Nonnen in de (?) / Initial A XV Jahrhundert / Norditalien," This bright 
miniature shows two hooded Augustinian nuns gesturing towards rays of celestial light set 
against a vast sky with streaky clouds. The nuns' faces overlap, one in full profile and the other 
slightly turned, with both rendered in heavy lead white as if illuminated from above. The scene is 
set inside an initial ‘A’ decorated with elaborate white rinceaux and sprays of colorful foliates with 
a single flower, set on a frame of burnished gold leaf. A miniature with the Last Supper that no 
doubt comes from the same Antiphonal appeared at Sotheby's on December 8 2015 (both with 
music notation of matching dimensions). The two miniatures are related to a series of Choir 
Books made for the Augustinian nunnery of Santa Monica in Cremona, founded by Bianca Maria 
Sforza (1423-1468). The hooded nuns in black habits are comparable to those painted by Frate 
Nebridio, who was an Augustinian monk himself, in a large bas de page with Saints Monica, 
Augustine, and Nicholas of Tolentino with Augustinian Nuns at the Museo Civico "Ala Ponzone" 
in Cremona. The delicate rendering of faces and the overall palette is very close to Frate 
Nebridio's own hand 
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7591315 


Vida de la Serafica Madre Santa Clara que escrivia Sor Mariana 
Sallent, Monja Professa en el Religiosissimo Convento de Santa 
Clara, de la Ciudad de Borja. Dedicada al Santo Christo del Coro 
del mismo Convento Y en esta segunda impression al llustris. y 
Reverendis. S. D. Fr. Antonio Folch de Cardona, Arcgobispo de 
Valencia, del Consejo de su Magestad, &c 


Sallent, 
Mariana 


Valencia : en la 
Imprenta de 
Francisco Mestre 


1703 


Small 4to. pp. (48), 160. Half-page woodcut of a sacred heart on c2r; letterpress ‘labyrinth’ on 
c3r. Text enclosed in simple woodcut border. Bound in white calf with gilt dentelles, signed 
Brugalla 1935, all edges gilt. Extremely rare original biography of St. Clare of Assisi, composed 
entirely in Spanish octosyllabic rhyme by a Poor Clare nun, Mariana Sallent (1665-1703). Sallent 
took the habit at the age of 10 and went on to become abbess of the Poor Clares in her 
homeown of Borja, near Zaragoza. The 48 pages of preliminary material mainly consist of 
adulatory tributes to the author, who produced no other published works and died at the age of 
38. Following Mariana Sallent’s own dedication to an image of Christ in her convent, the prefatory 
poems in praise of Sallent demonstrate the wide literary circle in which she evidently moved. The 
first praise of the author is offered by her sister, Teresa Sallent. Next, we find an anagram, a 
chronogram in which each letter has a declared value; and an ‘acrostic sonnet all by Tomas 
Gonzalez del Campo, a sonnet by José Antonio de Hebrera, commending her for having “dando 
al Mexicano asombro divinas Emulaciones’” (perhaps a reference to the activities of the Poor 
Clares in Mexico?); and poetic tributes by José Lupercio Panzano y lbafiez de Aoyz, Jeronimo 
Torrijos y Virto, Francisco Botello de Moraes y Vasconcelos, and Francisco Antonio Sallent, 
(brother of Mariana). To this second edition - evidently still printed during Sallent’s lifetime, in far- 
away Valencia - have been added a handful of other prefatory materials which show that Sallent 
was valued not only for her piety but for her literary talents: a new dedication to the Archbishop of 
Valencia likens Sallent’s poetry to that of Antonio de Mendozo. Joseph Orti, and Jacinto Matoses 
both composed a verse “for the edition which is printed in Valencia” There is also a marvelous 
‘labyrinth’ poem composed solely of the letters of ‘Sor Mariana Sallent’ by Joseph Periz de Perey 
and finally two sonnets by 14-year-old Joseph Monflorit y Paniagua 
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7591316 


Panegyrique de Ste Therese, prononcé devant la Reine en |'Eglise 
des Carmelites de la rué du Boulloy 


Couteau de la 
Chambre, 
Pierre ; Mellan, 
Claude (engr.) 


Paris: De 
Imprimerie de 
Jean Baptiste 
Coignard 


1678 


Large 4to. pp. (3), 4-60, (2). With large engraved vignette of Bernini’s Ecstasy of St. Teresa on 
title page, repeated on p. 60, as well as engraved headpiece of Teresa presenting her 
autobiography (??) on p. 3, both signed by Claude Mellan (1598-1688). Bound in modern 
marbled wrappers. Extremely rare sole edition of this oration on St. Teresa of Avila, delivered 
before a Carmelite convent with the French Queen, Maria Teresa of Spain, in attendance. The 
Queen had personally stepped in to permanently accommodate the group of Carmelite nuns led 
by the Spanish-speaking prioress Francoise de la Croix in the Rue du Bouloy. The Convent of St. 
Teresa opened its doors on January 12, 1664. The text of La Chambre’s oration includes 
frequent marginal glosses quoting the original Spanish of Teresa’s autobiographical Libro de la 
Vida. The depiction of Bernini's relatively recent statue of St. Teresa in ecstasy (1652) was also a 
deliberate move on the part of the author, who was a friend, travel companion, and early 
biographer of the sculptor, to promote the artist in France, where taste for Bernini's work was 
notoriously capricious 


7591317 


La Vie de la Venerable Mere Jeanne- 

Marie Chezard de Matel. Fondatrice des Religieuses de |'Ordre du 
Verbe Incarné. Par le R[évérenjd Pere Antoine Boissieu de la 
Compagnie de Jesus 


Boissieu, 
Antoine 


Lyon : Chez Molin 
& Barbier 


1692 


8vo. pp. (32), 399 plus engraved portrait signed Matthieu Ognier. Ownership inscriptions of 
Charles Bailly on title page; scattered underlining in an early hand throughout text. Bound in 19th 
century blind-stamped calf with gilt title label on spine, signed ‘C. Gonin’. Very rare first edition of 
the earliest biography of Jeanne-Marie Chézard de Matel (1596-1670), whose inability to find a 
religious order which fit her spiritual needs led her to create her own Order of the Incarnate Word 
in 1625. Dedicated to the education of young persons — particularly girls - the newfound order 
was strongly opposed by the Archbishop of Lyon, whose ‘persecutions’ of the nuns are recorded 
here in Livre IV. Prone to ecstasies and sometimes termed a mystic, Mate! was finally declared 
‘Venerable’ in 1992 but has never been beatified. The present work is based heavily on Matel’s 
manuscript autobiography. In an extraordinary example of the tension inherent in ‘spiritual 
director’ relationship between religieuses and their male superiors, Matel’s autobiography was in 
fact written at the behest of the very same Archbishop Richelieu intent on the suppression of her 
order. The fine engraved frontispiece shows Matel in religious garb (although she was not 
professed until her deathbed) in contemplation before a crucifix. The nun’s chest is entirely taken 
up by a crown of thorns surrounding the letters IHS and a small heart with the words Amor meus 
— an emblem worn to this day by members of her order 
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1595987 


Perfecta Religiosa Contiene tres Libros. Libro |. De la vida de la 
Madre Geronima de la Asungion de la Orden de N.M.S. Clara. 
Fundadora, y primera Abadessa de las Descalgas de Manila en 
Philipinas: dechado perfecto de Religiosas, y espejo admirable de 
todas las virtudes. Libro II. De la Oracion, y exercicios, que con 
exemplo, y doctrina, por escrito, y de palabra ensefio la M. 
Geronima: Con Documentos, y Meditaciones para exercigios 
espirituales quotidianos, Oracion mental, Oficio divino, Missa, y 
Rosario, y un breve Catalogo de Indulgencias y Oraciones 
laculatorias. Libro Ill. De la regla, y constituciones, que con 
exemplo, y Doctrina ensefid, y guard6 perfectissimamente la M. 
Geronima, con declaraciones, resoluciones morales, y doctrinas 
generales para las Religiosas de qualquiera Orden, y documentos 
singulares para la Confession y Comunion, y Escrupulos. Dedicase 
a la Excelentissima Sefiora Sor Dorotea de Austria. Por Fray 
Batholome de Letona Lector lubilado, Calificador de! Santo Oficio, 
Examinador Sinodal del Obispado de la Puebla, Guardian de su 
Convento de San Francisco, Comissario Provincial de la Provincia 
del Santo Evangelio, y su Procurador General en la Curia Romana 
de la Canonizacion de V.P. Fray Sebastian Aparicio 


de Letona, 
Bartholomé 


Puebla de los 
Angeles : Por la 
Viuda de Juan de 
Borja 


1662 


Bound in contemporary vellum, lacking ties. Marcas de fuego of the Franciscan Convento de San 
Gabriel de Tacuba de México on upper and lower edges of the textblock. With an 18th-century 
inscription from the same monastery on front endpaper. First edition of a life of Mother Jerdnima 
de la Asuncion (Jeronima de la Fuente) (1555-1630), who founded the first Catholic monastery, 
Real Monasterio de Santa Clara, in Manila in 1621. Sor Jerénima left Spain in 1620 with several 
companion sisters of her order (the Poor Clares), traveled overland and overseas from Mexico 
City over Acapulco and Bolinao to Intramuros, a voyage described in the prologue. Apparently 
wishing to suppress the navigational material, the Council ordered the prologue removed from all 
copies, but the suppression was ineffectual. Sor Jerdnima died in the Philippines in 1630 and the 
campaign to have her canonized began almost immediately. Accordingly, Letona, a Spanish 
Franciscan relocated to the New World, includes accounts of Sor Jerénima's miracles, her 
extraordinary acts of piety and mercy, and her asceticism. Letona writes that the abbess chose to 
suffer vicariously for non-Christians, sinners and the souls of purgatory. The work has three 
parts: Book |. a biography of Jerdnima de la Asuncidn, Book II. Sor Jerénima's teachings, and III. 
the rule and constitution of the Order of Poor Clares. It was printed by Inés Vasquez Infante (ca. 
1601-1685), widow of the printer Juan de Borja y Grandia 
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7595988 


Della triplicata traslazione del corpo della gloriosa vergine, & martire 
S. Lucia. Trattato di D. Giorgio Polacco Confessore delle Monache 
dell'istessa Santa. Dove si vanno sciogliendo ancora molte Quistioni 
Delle Sante Reliquie, Et in speziale del Sangue Prezioso del 
Signore, portato a Venezia insieme co'l Corpo d'essa S. Lucia; Et 
ritrovato quest'anno presente nel Santuario della Chiesa di S. Marco 


Polacco, 
Giorgio 


Venice : Appresso 
Barezzo Barezzi 


1617 


4to. pp. 40. Modern quarter vellum and boards with small woodcut of Santa Lucia at the head of 
leaf A3v. Sole and very rare edition of an important hagiography of Saint Lucy of Syracuse, the 
patron saint of eyesight, written on the occasion of the completion and rededication of the 
Venetian church (rebuilt after designs by Palladio), in which the saint's remains resided. Written 
by Giorgio Polacco, confessor of the Augustinian nuns at the convent of Santa Lucia, the book 
makes several important contributions to the legend of the Saint, including, e.g., the earliest 
account of Lucy restoring the eyesight of a blind boy on the day her relics were transferred from 
one church to another in 1280. Polacco also tried to counter the popular belief that Lucy gouged 
out her eyes. The title refers to the three times that the saint's body was moved from its original 
resting place. Lucy was martyred at Syracuse around 303. In 1039, the Saint's body was taken to 
Constantinople, and in 1204, during the Fourth Crusade, the Venetians interred the remains in 
the Benedictine church on the island of San Giorgio Maggiore. With her arrival at Venice in 1204, 
Lucy quickly became the most important female saint in the Republic. To accommodate pilgrims 
the corpse was moved again, this time to the church of the Annunziata (from 1342 rededicated in 
Lucy’s name) 
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7595989 


Descrizione Delle Cirimonie Celebrate nella Basilica di S. Pietro 
nella Canonizazione di S. Pietro d'Alcantara e di S. Maria 
Maddalena de’ Pazzi, Fatta li 28 del Mese d'Aprile dell’Anno 1669. 
Dedicata all’lllustrissimo Signore Il Sig. Cesare Baldinotti Marchese 
di Rota [together with a medal struck in commemoration of the 
event, with images of Pedro de Alcantara and Maria Maddalena dei 
Pazzi designed by Bernini] 


Giannini, Carlo 
: Morona Mola, 
Gaspare 
(medallist) ; 
Bernini, 
Gianlorenzo 
(medal 
designer) 


Rome ; Florence : 
Nella stamperia di 
S[ua] Altezza] 
S[erenissima] 


1669 


4to. pp. 8, bound in modern quarter calf and marbled boards. Bookplate from Prince Piero Ginori- 
Conti (1865-1939), blind-stamp from Giannalisa Feltrinelli (1903-1981). First edition of this 
extremely rare account of the canonization rites (on 28 April 1669) of the ecstatic mystics Pedro 
de Alcantara (1499-1562), a Spanish Franciscan and spiritual director to Teresa of Avila, and 
Maria Maddalena de' Pazzi (1566-1607), a Florentine Carmelite and one of only five women 
canonized in the 17th century performed in Saint Peter's Basilica. It describes the preliminary 
ceremonies held in the Vatican complex, the procession to the Basilica, the décor, standards, 
and iconography employed on that day, and the names of those in attendance, including the 
notorious celebrity Queen Christina of Sweden. Together with a medal commemorating the 
canonization of Pedro de Alcantara and Maria Maddalena dei Pazzi. (Annual Papal Medal, year 
3, 1669). Rome: 1669. Issued on 29 June, the feast day of Saints Peter and Paul, in bronze, 34 
mm diameter. Obverse bust of Giulio Rospigliosi, Pope Clement IX (1667-1669), bearded, in 
profile to left, wearing cassock, cap, and stole. Around, CLEM. IX. PONT. MAX. A. Ill. Reverse, 
designed by Bernini, the two Saints, Peter of Alcantara, left, and Maria Maddalena de' Pazzi, 
right, kneel upon a cloud facing one another, the Holy Spirit above centre. Around, ADDITVM 
ECCLESIAE MVNIMEN ET DECVS; below, on scrolls, S. PETRVS DE ALCANTARA - S. M. 
MAGDALENA DE PAZZIS. It is the only known occasion that Gianlorenzo Bernini was entrusted 
by Clement IX with design of a papal medal. The play of opposites of the design - male and 
female, active and passive — lends a characteristically baroque tension to the seemingly simple 
composition 
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7595990 | Resolutorium dubiorum circa celebrationem missarum occurrentium, | de Lapide, Venice : In 1559 8vo. ff. 39. Bound in modern vellum. With the printer's mark of the press of the monastery of the 
Per venerabilem patre[m] dominu[m] loannem de Lapide, Doctorem | loannes coenobio Sanctee "Convertite" depicting Mary Magdalene in prayer with her long, wild tresses draped over her 
Theologum Parisiensem, ordinis cartusiensis, ex sacrorum [Johannes Mariee body. She is borne aloft by angels while being adored by four nuns of the convent. An extremely 
Canonum, probatorumq|ue]; doctoru[m] sententiis diligenter Heynlin] Magdalene p[er] rare book, one of only 25 works printed in Venice at the Augustinian monastery of Santa Maria 
collectum. Summa dubiorum in hoc opere resolutoru[m] monialiu[m] Maddalena, and a fine example of a book printed by women. The "Convertite" were mostly 

poenitentiu[m] prostitutes or women of ill repute, who renounced their former lives and joined the convent 

manus located at the western end of the Giudecca. The nuns operated a press at the monastery, active 
from 1557 to 1561, where the women printed devotional volumes in Latin and Italian. They 
signed their imprints with "Moniales poenitentes in proprio Coenobio" or “by the hands of the 
Convertites”. The works chosen for publication reflected the women's desire to promote the 
redemptive path that they themselves had undertaken and also, in the instance of the present 
publication, their interest in typography. The present work, a guide to resolving doubts about the 
celebration of the Mass, is written by Johann Heynlin (Baden 1430 ca.-Basel 1496), who 
established the first printing press in France, at Paris in 1470. The typographic experiment of the 
Convertite ended when the first rector of the monastery, father Zuan Piero Leoni, was convicted 
to death in 1561 after having admitted that he had sexual relations with at least 20 nuns and had 
drowned the babies born as a result of the rapes 

7595991 | Astro Brillante en el Nuevo Mundo, fragrante Flor de el Parayso de Gama, Manila : 1755 4to. pp. (8), 299, (4). Contemporary limp vellum with thong clasps. Fine engraved portrait of St. 
Plantada en el Jardin de la America: Historia Panegyrica, y Vida Leonarda G. Imprimiose este Rose of Lima on heavier paper. Contents toned and fragile, small portion of text missing from D2. 
Prodigiosa de Santa Rosa de Santa Maria Escrita por Dofia (Leonarda Gil) Libro [...] en el Ownership inscription of Sor Maria Joachina Rosalia de la Luz, Religiosa de Jesus Maria de 
Leonarda Gil de Gama Natural de la Sietta de Cintra, Traducidade | [da Gloria, Collegio, y Guadalajara. First Philippine edition of the life of Saint Rose of Lima, printed in Manila for the first 
Portugues en Castellano por el R. P. Fr. Antonio del Riego del Maria Universidad de time in Spanish; extraordinarily rare. One wonders why the first translation and publication of a 
Sagrado Orden de Predicadores, Vicario, y Ministro del Pueblo de Madalena Santo Thomas de work on the Saint of Lima was carried out in the Philippines rather than Peru. The book is 
Dagupan en la Provincia de Pangasinan en las Islas Philipinas, y la | Eufémia, Manila por printed on delicate Asian paper, which has a propensity to deteriorate, which fact perhaps 
saca a luz el St. Lic. D. Estevan de Roxas, y Melo, Prebendado en pseud.] ; del Thomas Adriano accounts for the book's rarity. Composed originally in Portuguese by Maria 
Propriedad de la Santa Iglesia Cathedral de Manila, Hijo de la Ciuda | Riego, Antonio Magdalena Eufémia da Gloria, a Franciscan nun, author of other works also in Baroque style. 
de Lima en el Reyno del Peru, Patria de la Gloriosa Santa, a quien (trans.) ; de When da Gloria entered the Franciscan order at the convent of Nossa Senhora da Esperanca in 
como Paysano mas apassionado, y devoto la consagra, ofrece, y Roxas, y Melo, Lisbon, she took the name Magdalena da Gloria. She wrote under the pseudonym Leonarda Gil 


dedica 


Estevan (ed.) 


da Gama, an anagram of her religious name. Her convent was home also to the now better- 
known Maria do Ceu (b. 1658), author of several baroque works. 
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7595992 


|| Libro della Beata Caterina Bolognese, Dell’Ordine del Seraphico 
Santo Francesco, quale essa lascid Scritto di sua mano 


da Bologna, 
Caterina [de' 
Vigri, Caterina] 


[Bologna : 
Pellegrino 
Bonardo} 


[ca. 
1550] 


8vo. pp. 96. Modern boards covered with old manuscript antiphonal. Large woodcut Crucifixion to 
title. Rare edition of "Le Sette armi Spirituali" (The Seven Spiritual Weapons), the chief work of 
the Italian mystic and artist Saint Catherine of Bologna, the patron saint of painters. Caterina de’ 
Vigri (1413-1463), founder and abbess of a convent of Poor Clares in Bologna, wrote works of 
mysticism, visions and devotion, and was a highly accomplished illuminator and painter. Prior to 
taking vows as an observant Clarissa, Caterina had received a courtly education at Ferrara in the 
1420s, were she was invited by a companion to Margherita d'Este. Her principal work, on the 
spiritual weapons against sin, initially circulated in manuscripts in Italian convents and was first 
published in 1475, but achieved its greatest popularity in the sixteenth century when biographies 
of the saint began to circulate. Shortly after 1550 Bonardo of Bologna produced two editions, 
both rare, carrying exactly the same text line-by-line, but with a different type composition. This is 
the rarer of the two editions and very probably the earlier, bearing the variant ‘IL EINE’ (a typo for 
‘IL FINE’) instead of ‘FINIS’ at the end 


7595993 


Vero Ritratto del Cuore della Beata Chiara di Montefalco, detta 
Della Croce. Con una succinta narrativa delli Misterii in esso 
ritrovati, cavati dalla di lei Leggenda dal Reverendissimo Signore 
Battista Piergilii di Bevagna 


Foligno : Per 
Feliciano 
Campitelli 
Stampatore 
Vescovile 


[ca. 


1780- 


1815] 


Broadside, 44 x 32 cm. Undated but the printer has been working from 1780 until ca. 1815. 
Chiara da Montefalco was a native of Umbria. At the age of six she entered the 'Reclusorio di 
San Leonardo’, a Franciscan-inspired monastery founded by her sister Giovanna. After her 
sister's death in 1291, the then 23-year-old Chiara took her place as abbess. The growing 
community moved to what was to become the convent of Santa Croce, now Santa Chiara 

da Montefalco. Chiara had a number of mystical experiences and visions, performed numerous 
miracles while alive, and continued to do so after her death. At the time of her death, an 
extraordinary miracle occurred. During her life, Chiara reported having had a vision of Christ, who 
implanted a cross in her heart. When Chiara died, her heart, which was removed from her body, 
bore the symbols of Christ's passion: the flail with which Christ was whipped, the column to which 
he was tied, the vinegar-soaked sponge offered to him by the cruel soldiers who stood guard at 
the cross, the spear with which the good soldier mercifully pierced Jesus' side, and the Crown of 
Thorns. The large woodcut shows two views of Chiara's heart, with the symbols of Christ's 
passion and an image of Christ crucified all clearly visible within the organ. The text describes the 
miraculous heart, astonishing for its great size, and the fact that, when it was taken from Chiara's 
chest, it was found to be divided in two parts, like a reliquary, as if it had been sliced by a razor 
and joined only along one side. 
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7595994 


[Manuscript in French describing the Female Monastic Orders and 
Secular Congregations of the Rule of Saint Benedict] 


[18th 
century 
, after 
1718] 


Folio, ff. (112) + 5 colored drawings in ink wash, with additional blank leaves. Unsewn and 
untrimmed. 18th-century manuscript on paper on the female monastic orders of Flanders, 
Wallonia, Lorraine, Alsace, Northern Germany and the Netherlands, after the works by Bullot & 
Helyot, Boxhorn and Van Leeuwen. The drawings are in the style of Adriaan Schoonebeek and 
depict the canonness of Remiremont, Nivelles, Mons, and Denain. The major part of the 
manuscript is after Bullot (6 volume of "Histoire des Ordres Monastiques, Religieux et Militaires 
et des Congregations Seculieres de l'un et de l'autre sexe [...]", Paris, Coignard, 1718). 
Reference is also being made to Boxhorn’s Theatrum Sive Hollandize Comitatus Et Vrbium Nova 
Descriptio (Amsterdam, Hondius, 1632) and van Leeuwen’s "Batavia lllustrata” ('s-Gravenhage, 
Veely, Tongerloo et Doll, 1685). But the author of this manuscript, undoubtedly an amateur 
historian, has also used Mabillon’s "Annales Ordinis S. Benedicti [...]" (Paris, Robustel, 1703- 
1713; 5 vols), and Menestrier’s "Les diverses especes de noblesse [...]” (Paris, Thomas Amaulry, 
1681). The present manuscript ends with a "Series Abbatissarum Nivellensium" (50 Abesses 
from 647 till 1654) taken from Jacobo Barone Le Roy's "Topographia historica Gallo Brabantiae 
[...]’ (Amsterdam, Hermannus Allardi, 1692) 


7596082 


Directorio de Religiosas Compuesto por San Francisco de Sales, 
Obispo, y Principe de Geneva. Traducido de Italiano por el 
Licenciado Don Francisco de Cubillas Don-Yague. Va afiadido en 
esta ultima impression un Compendio del espiritu interior de las 
Monjas que el Santo fundd. Dedicada al Santissimo Sacramento, Y 
dirigado 4 la lllustrissima, y Reverendissima sefiora la Madre Sor 
luana del Espiritu Santo, Abadessa del Convento de las sefioras 
Descalgas Reales desta Corte 


de Sales, 
Francois ; de 


Cubillas Don- 


Yague, 
Francisco 
(trans.) 


Mexico City : 


la Viuda de 
Francisco 
Rodriguez 
Lupercio 


por 


1693 


8vo. pp. (32), 234, (6). Bound in contemporary vellum. Divisional title for the second work. 17th or 
18thc. inscription on title page: Madre Isabel de San Antonio (de Molina?). EH: “Del uso de la 
[M?Jadre Isabel de S[efior] Antonio la Molina por amor de Dios [...?]’. Saint Francis de Sales’ 
"Spiritual Directory", a guide for nuns of the Congregation of the Visitation of Santa Maria was 
first published in Madrid. The present rare first Mexican edition was printed by Jerdnima Delgado, 
the widow of Francisco Rodriguez Lupercio, who operated and ran the family press and 
bookshop from 1683-97, and printed at least 90 works. The present work was translated from the 
Italian by Francisco de Cuvillas Donyague. It includes the "Compendio del espiritu 

interior de las religiosas" by Henri Cauchon de Maupas du Tour, abbot of Saint- Denis de Reims. 
The Congregation of the Visitation of Holy Mary was the result of a collaboration between Francis 
de Sales and Jeanne-Frangoise Frémiot de Chantal. The congregation was founded in 1610 in 
Annecy, and on Visitation Sunday of that year Frémiot de Chantal and three other women 
donned the habit. Eight years later the congregation became a contemplative order. Francis 
himself dictated the Constitutions, inspired by the rule of St. Augustine. Frémiot de Chantal, 
however, insisted that in addition to aiding the poor, the Sisters should also care for the 
instruction and education of (wealthy) girls 
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7596696 


Officium B. Catharinge Virginis de Bononia, Ordinis S. Claree 


Lisbon : 
Excudebat 
loannes a Costa 
[Joao da Costa] 


1676 


4to. pp. 11. Disbound. Large woodcut arms on the title page. Woodcut tailpiece of a bowl of fruit. 
Text on pp. 3-10 in two columns. Eleven lines in early ink manuscript on final blank leaf. The 
Prefatio (p. [2]) gives a brief history of this officium; it includes the date 1587. Page 11 includes 
the date 1592. The vivid but rather crude coat of arms on the title page includes the arms of 
Portugal and the lance wound of Christ (?), with a crest of a cross and the crown of thorns. The 
inscription around the edge mentions St. Francis, Portugal, and the Franciscans. Much of it is 
difficult to decipher, since the lettering gets progressively more cramped. St. Catharine of 
Bologna (1413-1463) was beatified in 1524 and canonized in 1712. Her major work, Treatise on 
the Seven Spiritual Weapons Necessary for Spiritual Warfare (Le Sette Armi Spirituali), was 
important in the dissemination of vernacular mysticism in the Early Modern Period. First printed in 
1475, it went through dozens of editions and was translated to Latin, French, Portuguese, 
English, Spanish, and German 


7597128 


Dialogo de la Seraphica Vergine Santa Catharina da Siena: elqual 
profondissimamemte tratta de la divina providentia: de quasi tutti li 
peccati mortali & de molte altre stupende, & maravigliose cose: 
como in el suo repertorio lucidamente appar. Insieme con la sua vita 
& canonizatione & alcuni notabili capitoli co[m]posti in sua gloria, & 
laude. Nuovamente revisto, & con summa diligentia castigato 


da Siena, 
Caterina 


Venice : per Pietro 
de Nicolini da 

Sabio ad instantia 
de Marchio Sessa 


1547 


12mo, ff. (16), 17-293 (294). Printer’s ornament on verso of (294), printer's ornament on title 
page, early 19th century quarter vellum, bookplate of the Franciscan Central Library, University 
of Kent on the front paste-down endpaper, early ink inscription for college on title page. Saint 
Catherine of Siena (1347-1380) was a tertiary of the Dominican Order and a scholastic 
philosopher and theologian. She also worked to bring the papacy of Gregory XI back to Rome 
from its displacement in France and to establish peace among the Italian city-states. She is 
believed, in Catholicism, to have had miraculous visions and felt herself to be united in marriage 
with Jesus, stating in her letters that she wore the wedding ring he gave her but that it was 
invisible. To achieve a union with God, she practiced extreme fasting and ascetism. Catherine 
viewed Christ as an intermediary between God and the soul and systematically discussed this 
idea, along with her other mystical theological teaching, in her book The Dialogue. This second of 
Sessa’s editions is greatly expanded from the first of 1540 
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7597130 


Officium Hebdomadee Sanctee Secundum Missale & Breviarium 
Romanum S. Pll V. Pont. Maximi Jussu editum, Clementis VIII. & 
Urbani VIII. Auctoritate recognitum 


Piccini, Isabella 
(engr.) 


Venice : Ex 
Typographia 
Balleoniana 


1733 


12mo. pp. 515 [1 blank]. Engraved vignette on title page and 5 full-page illustrations in text 
engraved by Isabella Piccini. Contemporary brown calf, gilt spine with five raised bands. Sister 
Isabella Piccini (1644-1734) was born in Venice with the name of Elisabetta into a family of 
engravers. Her father and uncle taught her from an early age to draw and engrave. When her 
uncle died in 1663, 19-year-old Elisabetta applied to the Doge for the exclusive privilege to print 
some of the subjects she had engraved. In 1666 she entered the Franciscan convent of Santa 
Croce in Venice and changed her name to Isabella. In the convent Isabella practiced her art in 
peace for the rest of her life. Her work was very much appreciated by the Venetian printers; she 
collaborated in Venice with Bartoli and Baglioni, in Padua with the Seminary, in Brescia with 
Gromi and, above all, in Bassano with the Remondini family, with whom she had a business 
relationship for over forty years and a thick correspondence. In 1718 she was named vicar of the 
convent, a position she held until 1724. Piccini's production is mainly linked to the illustration of 
sacred texts (missals, breviaries, etc.) but also includes portraits and prints with profane subjects. 
The present volume is paired with three contemporary holy cards, two of which painted on lace 
vellum (115x68 mm), depicting Saint Barbara and Saint Helena, and one engraved (61x47 mm) 
depicting Saint Peter of Alcantara 


7627504 


Censura Censuree seu Confutatio Sententize DD. Deputatorum 
Facultatis Theologize Parisiensis. Dé Propositionibus per illos 
excerptis € Tomo primo Vitee SS. Virginis, Hispanica Lingua editee a 
Venerabili Matre Maria a Jesu Abbatissa Monasterii immaculatee 
Conceptionis Civitatis dé Agreda & Gallicé redditee a R. P. Thoma 
Croset Recollecto: cui expressus Latiné Titulus est, Mystica Civitas 
Dei &c. Coum observationibus et notis in censurum. Quee sub 
ementito Facultatis Theologize Parisiensis nomine vulgate est 


[de Jesus, 
Antonio] 


Cologne [i.e. 
Burgos? ] 


1697 


4to. pp. (4), 96. Contemporary limp vellum with remains of ties. Very rare first (?) edition, 
probably published under a false imprint, of one of the earliest defenses of Maria de Agreda and 
her Mystical City of God. Incensed by the condemnation of that work by the Sorbonne and the 
Bishop of Paris in 1696, the Spanish Franciscans immediately sprang to the aid of their spiritual 
daughter. The Spanish controversialists, mostly centered around the University of Alcala, viewed 
this censure as an extreme case of meddling in Spanish affairs. The present work attempts, as 
the title page suggests, to ‘censure the censors’ with a passage-by-passage defense of each 
censured point in Agreda’s biography of the Virgin Mary. The anonymous author of the work was 
presumably Antonio de Jesus, whose name appears on the title page of a further edition of the 
Censura Censurae published in Madrid in 1697 without errata. De Jesus was the ‘Custodio’ of 
the Franciscans of Burgos, where Agreda had resided, as well as being ‘Procurador’ of her 
beatification causa, launched in 1674 
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7627505 


Obras Poeticas de la Madre Sor Ana de San Geronimo, Religiosa 
Profesa del Conv. del Angel, Fraciscas Descalzas de Granada. 
Recogidas antes, y dadas a luz despues de su muerte, por un 
apasionado suyo 


de San 
Geronimo, Ana 
[de San 
Jerénimo, Ana] 


Cordoba : En la 
Oficina de Juan 
Rodriguez 


1773 


4to. pp. (24), 426, [1 integral blank]. Bound in contemporary limp vellum, both ties intact save for 
rear knots. Several early inscriptions on flyleaf (partially washed out) indicating use ina 
Franciscan convent, by permission of the Abbess: “Este libro es de l’uso de Sor Maria Theresa, 
de Sta Clara consedido par la Abe[ssa?] ???? a que selo y ???? La Madre ???? d Granada por 


dulcesa, Manuela ????...” Rare sole edition of the poetry of this Spanish Franciscan nun, born as 
Ana Verdugo y Castilla (1696-1771), brought out shortly after her death and dedicated to the 
Abbess of her Recollect convent in Granada. Her various compositions range from brief theatrical 
performances (loas) to panegyrics celebrating her fellow nuns, elegies on the deaths of her 
relatives, and poetic dialogues between two interlocutors (in which Sor Ana takes on the persona 
of ‘Nise’). The present copy’s ownership inscriptions bear witness to the consumption of such 
literature in convents themselves — i.e. women writing for women — and suggests Sor Ana’s 
brand of both secular and religious poetry was a respected and encouraged activity among 
cloistered nuns during this period. De San Jerénimo’s work documents life within the Convent of 
the Angel in Granada, especially religious holidays, and sometimes echoes several extemal 
events in this city. Many of the poems are tributes to Sor Ana’s fellow nuns, and were probably 
recited ceremonially on the occasion of their profession into the convent. 


7627512 


Regles de la Petite Sodalite de Nostre Dame aux Anges. Dressee 
au College de la Compagnie de Jesus a Lille, pour les petits 

Enfans, qui apprennent a lire & escrire; depuis l'aage de sept a huict 
ans 


[Jesuit College 
of Lille] 


Lille : De 
l'lmprimerie de 
Pierre de Rache 


1626 


Broadside, 1°, Roman and italic type, woodcut initials, woodcut of Our Lady of Angels, partly 
double-column, text in typographic frame. Old folds, labeled in early manuscript on the blank 
verso. This unrecorded broadside establishes the rules of this Lille grammar school for girls and 
boys ages seven and eight. Members of the confraternity Our Lady of the Angels taught the 
children reading and writing using the catechism, and classes met daily at Lille’s Jesuit college. 


7627513 


La Vie de Damoiselle Elizabeth Ranqvet 


Fortin, Thomas 


Paris : Chez 
Charles Saveux, 
Libraire et Relieur 
du Chapitre de 
'Eglise de Paris 


1655 


12mo. pp [xii], 131, [1]. Engraved portrait of Mlle. Ranquet (outer edge trimmed with loss). 19th- 
century green calf-backed marbled boards, gilt-lettered spine with a crowned cipher at the base. 
First Edition of this fugitive biography. Parisian by birth, deeply spiritual by nature, Elizabeth 
(1618-54) abandoned her wish for an austere celibate conventual life and followed her husband 
to live on his estate in rural Normandy. A friend of her father and professor at the Collége 
d'Harcourt, Fortin records her work with the poor and sick, the birth and education of her children, 
her domestic management, her final illness, her death on April 6 (Easter Monday) and burial in 
the church at Bricquebec. Poet and dramatist Pierre Corneille addressed a sonnet to the 
deceased young mother. He too had long known her father. In 1658 Brebeuf issued it in a 
collection of his own verse, slightly reworked and with a new dedicatee — the vastly more 
prestigious Eléonore d'Orléans de Longueville (c. 1573-c. 1639), cousin of Henri IV 
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7632410 | Le Jardin de conte[m]plation Henry, Jehan [Paris] : Imprimé 1516 8vo., ff. (224), including final blank. 18th-century mottled calf. Colophon printed in a cruciform X- 
[...] pour honneste shape. Flourished contemporary signature at end (De cannes?), deleted annotations in lower 
homme Jehan margins of first quire and on final blank leaf; 12 [symbol for livres tournois], 3940, purchase note 
Petit: libraire et on verso of front free endpaper; inscribed lot number "759" shows that the present copy was sold 
marchand [Jean in 1767 by one of the greatest book collectors in the world, the Duc de La Valliére (1708-1780). 
Petit] Sole edition. This devotional treatise was composed between 1468 and 1484 by the mystical 

writer, royal councilor, president of the Chambre des Enquétes and canon and cantor of the 
Notre-Dame of Paris, Jean Henry (d. 1484). He did this at the request of the abbess of the 
convent of the Poor Clares of Aigueperse, founded in 1423 by Marie de Berry. This work is 
composed for a feminine audience, mainly for female religious communities, looking for guidance 
in leading a life devoted to Christ. The four-part treatise, whose principal theme is the definition of 
the contemplative life, and its possible reconciliation with the vie active, is couched as an 
allegorical vision experienced by the author after receiving the abbess’s pleas. The dream 
features a mystical garden of contemplation, with at center the Tree of the Cross 

7632437 | Relatione Delle Cerimonie, & Apparato fatto nella Basilica di San Venice : 1671 4to. pp. 8, with two manuscript leaves tipped-in at end. Bound in nineteenth century black calf- 

Pietro, nella Canonizatione de’ cinque Santi. Cioé di S. Gaetano Ad’instanza di backed marbled boards, title in gilt on spine. Rare account of the liturgy and festivities 
Tieno, Teatino. Di S. Francesco Borgia, Gesuita. Di S. Filipo Benitii, Fedel Brunelli surrounding the canonization of five saints at St Peter's in Rome in 1671 by Pope Clement xX, 


Servita. Di S. Ludovico Beltrando, Dominicano. E di S. Rosa. di S. 
Maria, Dominicana. Fatta dalla Santita di N.S. PP. Clemente 
Decimo 


including the third superior general of the Jesuits, Saint Francis Borgia, and Saint Rose of Lima, 
the first person born in the Americas to be canonized. The ceremonies took place on April 12th, 
1671, in the presence of dignitaries from all over Europe, and the heads of all the religious 
orders. The report describes the liturgy, the vestments, the music, and the roles of the various 
participants in such a way that one might plausibly recreate the event, before giving a detailed 
account of the apparato established both inside St Peter's basilica and outside, in St Peter's 
square for the event, which was ‘nobilissimo, e si vago, e ricco, che appena pud giugnerui 
limmaginatione’, adorned not only with much silver, but also with the images of the five new 
saints, and with tapestries based on designs of Raphael and Michelangelo. Tipped in to the end 
of the work is a two-page letter, dated February 8th 1656, ‘pour la grace demandé en faveur du 
marquis de Canossa’, in relation to his banishment, which was ‘passé en College par M. 
l'ambassadeur de France’; there is no obvious connection with the printed work 
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7639921 


La Magdeleine de F. Remi de Beauvais Capucin de la Province des 
Pais-Bas 


de Beauvais, 
Rémi 


Tournai : Chez 
Charles Martin 
Imprimeur iuré au 
S. Esprit 


1617 


8vo. pp. 746, (5). 2 engraved plates. Shoulder notes. Woodcut and typographic head- and tail- 
piece ornaments. 18th-century French calf, sides with single blind rule border. Early inscription at 
head of engraved title (cropped); Albin Ser[ai?]n, signed note on front flyleaf, partly deleted. Only 
edition of a protracted poem on Mary Magdalene by an otherwise unknown Capuchin friar and 
poetaster. Marie de Longueval, a noblewoman had requested her friend, Father Rémi, who was 
probably her confessor to write a few verses on la Madeleine for her own diversion, and after a 
couple of initial sonnets in the light vein that she expected, the sonnets kept coming, and coming, 
and an epic work took shape, eventually reaching 20 books, of non-stop alexandrines. Mme. de 
Longueval persuaded the friar to publish the meandering monster bulging with empty words and 
far-fetched detours to showcase erudition. The publication was soon forgotten. Its illustrations are 
more appealing, especially the engraving, signed by Martin Baes or Bass, of the Cappadocia-like 
mountains of the Sainte-Baume with the Saint's grotto, her soul being carried aloft by a pair of 
angels. The engraved title and second plate, showing the penitent Magdalene, are unsigned. 
There appear to be different states of the edition with/without errata leaf or with a different 
number of engravings 


7639922 


Sammlung auserlesener Gebether, zum Gebrauche der 
Mademoiselle Josephe von Hodaczek. Geschrieben von Ihrem 
Freunde und Diener Anton Wasserthal 


Wasserthal, 
Anton 


[Vienna?] 


1778 


8vo (175 x 107 mm). (1 leaf), pp. “174” [i.e., 178], (2). Manuscript on paper, frontispiece pen-and- 
ink drawing of the crucifixion with inset of Adam and Eve. Illustrated with fifteen highly finished 
drawings. Bound in contemporary Viennese or Bohemian gold-tooled brown calf. A 
consummately illustrated calligraphic manuscript by a Viennese calligrapher, mathematician, 
educator at the Savoyisch Liechtensteinschen Akadamie in Vienna, and member of the Piarist 
order. Containing selected prayers and meditations for the edification of its recipient, Mlle von 
Hodaczek, Anton Wasserthal’s manuscript is illustrated with original drawings of a variety of 
religious subjects: a man praying at the rising sun, the Last Supper, allegorical devotional scenes 
including Christ crucified with a tiny Adam and Eve appearing in a bubble formed by his spurting 
blood, the Virgin treading the snake on an orb with the holy dove above, a vision appearing to a 
monk of the Virgin in a rosary, and Saints Teresa, Joseph, Anthony of Padua and Francis. Most 
remarkable are the two trompe l'oeil drawings, of Christ and John Nepomuk (patron saint of 
Bohemia), shown as if written on curling pieces of paper placed within the book and covering the 
text. The reason for the use of red ink for only one of the drawings, showing the robed and 
crowned Christ Child holding the Orb (without a cross), is not clear, but this may be a reference 
to Bohemia, possibly to Prague (perhaps the home of the young dedicatee) 
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7658178 


Conceptos de! Amor de Dios Escritos por la Beata Madre Theresa 
de Jesus sobre algunas palabras de los Cantares de Salomon. Con 
unos annotaciones del Padre M. Fray Geronymo Gracian de la 
Madre de Dios Carmelitano [Bound with Conceptos del Divino 
Amor, sobre los Ocho Libros de los Cantares de Salomon. 
Declarados por el Maestro Fray Geronymo Gracian de la Madre de 
Dios, Religioso de la Orden de Nuestra Sefiora del Carmen] 


de Avila, 
Teresa ; 
Gracian, 
Jerénimo 


Brussels : Por 
Roger Velpio, y 
Huberto Antonio 


1612 


8vo. pp. (13), 194. Large printer's emblem of a Sacred Heart on title page, with a full-page 
woodcut of Teresa of Avila presenting her book to Christ on verso of title page (captioned in 
Dutch). [Bound with Jeronimo Gracian’s Conceptos del Divino Amor [...], published in the same 
year by the same printer. 8vo. pp. (16), 248, with large printer's emblem of a Sacred Heart on title 
page, and a full-page woodcut of Teresa of Avila presenting her book to Christ on verso of a8 (as 
above).] Bound in 19th century half black calf. Extremely rare first/early editions of these 
controversial works by Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) and her spiritual director, Jeronimo Gracian 
(1545-1614), presenting both mystics’ interpretations of the famously erotic Song of Solomon. 
Teresa's Conceptos del Amor de Dios were excluded from her collected works published by Luis 
Sanchez in Madrid in 1611; it is possible that they appeared in Brussels in order to escape the 
notice of the Spanish Inquisition, which had specifically forbidden vernacular exegeses of 
Scripture. Her treatise was principally addressed to her fellow nuns to share the delight and the 
understanding she experienced in the Song of Songs, and was one of the earliest female 
commentators on the Canticles. Teresa reasoned that is was wrong to deny women studying 
sacred texts works alongside men. According to Gracian, who edited and published this work for 
the first time in Brussels in 1611, Teresa’s confessor convinced her to throw the book in the fire 
in 1580, at a time when copies of the meditations were already in circulation. Gracian’s 
Conceptos de! Divino Amor complements Teresa's own work on the subject, also introducing a 
mystical element which the Inquisition found intolerable: the present work (but oddly, not 
Teresa's) can be found in the Index Librorum Prohibitorum as early as 1640 
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7749499 


Compendio Della Vita, Virtt, e Miracoli della Ven. Madre Suor 
Caterina Paluzzi Fondatrice del Monastero di Morlupo dell’Ordine di 
S$. Domenico Composto da Suor Angela Anastasia Tosi, e dedicato 
Al benignissimo, e dilettissimo Sposa Gesu Figlio di Dio 


Tosi, Angela A. 
(Angela 
Anastasia) 


Rome : per il 
Bernabo 


1731 


8vo. pp. (12), 140. Bound in contemporary vellum. Ownership inscription from the Dominican 
Friar Pius van den Dyck of Belgium (1740); 19th century stamps from three American 
Redemptorist institutions, a partially effaced one, probably from the St. Alphonsus Church in New 
Orleans, and one from the library of an eccentric Italo-Spanish nobleman, ‘Principe Pietro 
Amoroso d’Aragona’, d. 1959. Very rare sole edition of this biography of a Dominican mystic, 
Caterina Paluzzi (1573-1645), a woman with humble origins who with support from Federigo 
Borromeo and the Sfondrati and Orisini families founded a convent in Morlupo in 1620, just north 
of Rome. Like many religiosas of this era, Paluzzi experimented with fasting and penance, but 
was especially known for her visions and ecstasies; despite her friends in high places, she was 
denied beatification after her death as the Counter-Reformation Church began to take a less 
charitable view of such women. In addition to the usual ‘Protesta’ found at the beginning of a 
hagiography recognizing the decree of Urban VIII against unverified miracles, it is interesting to 
note that Tosi appends a further ‘Nuova Protesta’ on the very last page of the work once again 
affirming her obedience to this decree. This is the only work of Suor Angela Anastasia Tosi, who 
was professed at the Convent of Morpulo in 1691, where she had the opportunity to meet at least 
four surviving nuns from the days of Paluzzi’s tenure as Abbess, and where she would become 
elected as Prioress in 1737 


7749689 


Croniche de’ Trasporti, con la Vita, e Miracoli di S. Barbara di 
Nicomedia Vergine, e Martire; Raccolte dalla Molto Reverenda 
Madre Suor Cornelia Pesaro Abbadessa del Monastero di S. Gio. 
Evangelista di Torcello. Nella cui Chiesa riposa il detto Glorioso 
Corpo, Dedicate All’lllustr[issiJmo c R[everendissi]mo Monsig. Marco 
Zeno Vescovo di quella Citta, & Diocese 


Pesaro, 
Cornelia 


Venice : Presso 
Giacomo Bizzardi 


1630 


Ato. pp. (2), 3-24. Disbound, loosely enclosed in mid-20" century brown wrappers. Woodcut arms 
of dedicatee on title page. Old bookseller’s stamp on title page of Gi[ac?]omo Giuseppe. Fourth 
recorded copy of a remarkable pamphlet authored by the Abbess of the Benedictine Convent of 
San Giovanni Evangelista on the tiny island of Torcello in Venice, stating the case for her own 
convents claim to the true relics of a somewhat apocryphal virgin martyr, St. Barbara of 
Nicomedia. A rival claim — putatively based on research by the respected Humanist scholar and 
historian Matteo Palmieri (1405-1475) placed the true resting place of Barbara in the much 
wealthier Chiesa di Santa Maria Assunta dei Crociferi (now known as | Gesuiti) in the main 
Venetian archipelago. This is a fascinating example of how a community of nuns contributed to 
the enduring debate over Barbara’s sanctity and to the ubiquitous early modern obsession with 
relics and their movements 


8039901 


Sermon que en la Solemnidad de la Beatificacion de la 
Bienaventurada Mariana de Jesus, Tercera Profesa de Habito 
Descubierto del Real y Militar Orden de Nuestra Sefiora de la 
Merced Redencion de Cautivos, predicé En la primera Fiesta que le 
celebré en el Convento grande del mismo Real y Militar Orden de 
esta Corte de México el dia 24 de Abril de 1785. El R. P. Mré. Fr. 
Joseph Baez de la misma Sagrada Religion, Padre de la Provincia 
de México. Dedicase a su Mui llustre y Venerable Tercer Orden 
Mexico 


Baez, José 


Mexico City : en la 
Imprenta de D. 
Felipe de Zuniga y 
Ontiveros 


1785 


Small 4to. ff. (6), pp. 28. Removed from a nonce volume. Preached in Mexico in the sister house 
of the Sisters of Mercy on the occasion of the beatification of Mariana de Jesus (born as Mariana 
Navarro de Guevarra Romero1565-1624), a Spanish member of the Mercedarian Tertiaries. She 
was recognized for her virtuous life and (at that time) for bringing about two miracles. 
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8039902 | Manifiesto, que el Real Convento de Religiosas de Jesus Maria de Ladron de Mexico City: enla | 1771 Folio, pp. (1), 217, (1). Recent marbled paper over boards, title and author gilt on green leather 
Mexico, de el Real Patronato, sujeto a el Orden de la Purissima e Guevara, Imprenta de D. spine label, new endpapers. Only edition. This official declaration of the Order of the Immaculate 
Immaculada Concepcion, hace a el Sagrado Concilio Provincial De | Baltasar Felipe de Zufiga y Conception of the convent Jesus Maria of Mexico encompasses a historical synopsis of the 
las razones que le assisten, para que se digne de declarar ser la Ontiveros foundation and progress of that monastery and ten chapters on the religious life of the sisters — 
que siguen vida comun, y conforme a su Regla, y que no se debe their vow of poverty in history and practice; admission into the monastery; and the necessary 
hacer alguna novedad en el méthodo, que les prescribié el approval of the Royal Court to implement reforms, according to the rules set forth by Frai Payo 
Ill[ustrissi]m6 y Excfellentissi]m6 Sr. D. Frai Payo Enriquez de Enriquez de Rivera, 0.S.A. (1622-84, appointed Archbishop of Mexico in 1668). The document 
Rivera: cuya Resolucion pretenden que a mayor abundamiento se is addressed to the fourth provincial council, called by Archbishop Lorenzana, and is a plea on 
apruebe, y el que han observado en los demas puntos que se behalf of the nuns to not change how things are done and administered in the nunnery. Its 
expressan. Lo Dictd el Lic. D. Balthzar Ladron de Guevara Agente Guatemala-born author (d. 1804) studied civil and canonical jurisprudence at the Tridentine 
Fiscal de lo Civil, Individuo de el llustre, y Real Colgegio de Seminary in Mexico, where he graduated from the university and became a lawyer at the royal 
Abogados, su Consiliario, Prootor perpetuo, y Ex-Rector court. One of the leading lawyers in Mexico, he ascended quickly to high office, and was 

appointed governor in absence of the viceroy four times 

8042471 | [Devotional ingeniously folded Roman Catholic “Book Amulet,” or [Austria or [ca. 12mo. (70 x 44 mm folded up, 185 x 132 mm unfolded, 210 x 220 mm unfolded with both hidden 
“Breverl,” with printed and pictorial elements] southern 1760] prints and declaration). Contemporary backing sheet is orange marbled heavy paper, 8 small 

Germany] devotional prints showing saints and the cross, surrounding the central print of Virgin and Child. 


The latter can be lifted to reveal the amulet with double cross, grana benedicta, the printed 
broadsheet declaration, simple wooden crosses, broken carved medal, MS slip “Reliquie SS,” &c. 
These elaborate amulets were often produced by nuns in convents in southern Germany and 
Austria in the 18th and early 19th centuries and sold to visitors and pilgrims to convent churches. 
“The object was not intended to be read or looked at; instead, the contents were folded 
permanently into a decorated paper case and worn on the person, usually suspended from a 
necklace. Opening one of these Breverl was believed to forfeit its protective properties” (Bridwell 
Library). Dating can only be attempted by the devotional prints used, and these seem to be c. 
1760. The 8 devotional prints show Francis of Assisi, Ignatius of Loyala, Johannes Nepomuc, 
Antonius of Padua, Jacobus de Marchia, Franciscus Solanus, and the severed head of 
Anastasius. To the left of the central Virgin and Child miniature engraving is one depicting 
Ignatius Loyola, which when lifted reveals a separate folded printed declaration of protection 
issued by the Catholic Church. A similar miniature woodcut or copperplate engraving, or fold-out 
engraved prayer or letterpress text, appears under each of the other saintly prayer cards. The 
central right print can be lifted to reveal a folded engraving captioned at its foot “Contra 
maleficiam contra ignem pestem et tempestatem,” with eight saints surrounding a double cross. 
The cover pastedowns represent several complex images, including, ¢.g., the sacred hearts of 
Jesus and Mary and the five wounds of Christ 
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8043236 | Het Wonder Leven van de H. Rosa de S. Maria, van Lima in Peru, [Hansen, [Brussels or 1678 Folio. Letterpress title page and 40 numbered engraved plates, unsigned. Bound in 

Maghet uyt de Derde Order van den H. Dominicus, ghebeatificeert Leonhard] ; Antwerp] contemporary or early 18th C quarter calf over boards. Extremely rare suite of plates issued to 

Door Clemens IX. 12. Febr. 1668. Ghecanonizeert Door Clemens X. | Wouters, celebrate the canonization of Rose of Lima, a subject of popular interest in the Low Countries 

12. April 1671. In XL. Kopere Platen ghesneden, verdenckt, en Joannes B. due to her ties to the Dominican Order. By far the most ambitious contemporary iconographic 

vertaelt door den Eerw. P. F. Joannes Baptista Wouters, van de (Joannes treatment of the Latin American saint, Wouters’ publication neatly ties the powerful devotional 

Order der Predick-heeren, in het klooster van Brussel Baptista) (ed.) imagery celebrated in the Low Countries to a popular fascination with Rose's exotic upbringing, 

(trans.) miracles, and later life in Peru. The oddly large format of the images suggests a use beyond 
private devotion, perhaps as models for church decoration. Illustrating forty distinct episodes in 
the saint’s life, each plate teems with detail. The rhyming captions in French, Flemish, and Latin 
beneath the main image, drawn from Hansen's Vita mirabilis, indicate that the work was prepared 
for a broad audience in the Low Countries and beyond, and recall the popular early-17th century 
‘emblem book’, intended to be contemplated to inspire feelings of piety in the reader. The chapter 
numbers in the lower right margin seem to refer to relevant episodes in Wouters’ (unillustrated, 
octavo) 1671 biography of Rose under nearly the same title as the present work 
8045889 | Los quatro misticos rios del paraiso de la iglesia, quatro hermanos Herraiz, Valencia : por 1764 4to. pp. (28) 192 + (facing p. 1), fold-out engraving of the four saints with panorama of 

santos, Leandro, Fulgencio, Isidoro, y Florentina, Honra de Antonio Benito Monfort, Cartagena, and (facing p. 59) woodcut and letterpress family tree. Bound in contemporary 

Cartagena, Gloria de Espafia, y Esmalte de la Fé Catholica. Breve Impressor del vellum. Stamp of Real Convento de Religiosas Ursulinas, Molina de Aragon; MS shelf mark 

compendio de sus vidas, y virtudes, coronado con una Devota II[lustrissi]mo label. First edition. Scholarly work on the history of the city of Cartagena, containing the lives of 

Novena, para incentivo de la Devocion Christiana. Por el R. P. Fr. Cabildo del la four early saints - three brothers and a sister, including the bishop and encyclopedist Isidore of 

Antonio Herraiz, Predicador Conventual del Convento de N. P. S. Metropolitana de Seville and his sister, the abbess Florentina (d.612), and an illustrated genealogy of their family. 

Francisco de la Villa de Iniesta, de la Santa Provincia de Cartagena. dicha Ciudad It has some guidebook elements: there is a description of the ‘House of the Four Saints’, erected 


Quien lo dedica al Exc[ellentissi]mo Slefio]r Don Carlos Reggio, y 
Gravina, Theniente General de la Real Armada 


by the bishop Sancho Davila Toledo (1546-1625) in the episcopal palace, and the iconography of 
its chapel; and of the miracle-giving statue of the Virgen del Rosell, and its placement in a chapel 
of the cathedral, again alongside images of the Four Saints. At end is a novena and hymns to the 
Saints. A life of Florentina describes in particular her rule of the female monastery of St. Benedict 
in Ecija, southern Spain. A brutal story is given of how later, when the Arabs came to take the city 
in 711, the nuns implored their saint for help in avoiding rape. This led them to cut up their own 
faces. When they met their attackers, they killed them immediately. A later reader left a 
placeholder at this page (98). A fold-out engraving of the sibling saints has at bottom a 
panoramic view of Cartagena, an important naval city, taken from the sea. Details include 
fortifications and ships, and the print carries a dedication to the people of the Spanish royal fleet. 
Appropriately, the book's dedicatee is Carlos Reggio y Gravina (1717-1773), Teniente General of 
the Armada 
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8045891 | Fundacion, origen, progressos, y estado de el religioso Convento de Berlanga, Barcelona : en la 1695 4to. pp. (16) 336 (4). Woodcut borders to title page and its verso, title page verso also with 
de la Purissima Concepcion Victoria de Monjas descalcas de él Cristobal Imprenta de woodcut of Virgin Mary. Woodcut decorations and factotum initial. Browning, contents loosening, 
Orden de N. P. San Francisco de la fidelissima, y exemplar Ciudad Martin Gelabert bound in a contemporary stiffened vellum laced-case binding, remains of fastenings. Title page 
de Tortosa. Al Illustre Sefior Francisco Marti, Doctor en Sacra with stamp and inscription of Society of Jesus, Barcelona (one other inscription crossed out), 
Theologia, Dignidad, y Canonigo de la Santa Iglesia de Tortosa, ff.e.p. with note ‘Duplicado’ (crossed out). Front pastedown with bookplate of Cristian Cortes 
Vicario General, y Official de su Obispado &c. Por el P. Christoval Llado (1904-1974). First edition of this history of the Conceptionist convent in Tortosa from its 
de Berlanga de la Compaiiia de lesus foundation in 1644 up until the time of writing, along with a history of the order. From p. 124 the 
text consists in great part of lives of nuns of Tortosa. There are also accounts of the crucifix in the 
convent church, and the French invasion of Tortosa in 1648, and notes on recent admissions to 
the convent. Among the lives is one for Sor Maria de la Cruz (1604-c.1679), who was prosecuted 
by the Inquisition in 1659 for dangerous mysticism or “delusion” (H. C. Lea, ‘A history of the 
Inquisition in Spain’, lV (Ontario 2017), 36). It includes an account of her fervor in the convent. 
Other nuns here include the first abbess, Beatriz de la Concepcion, Paula de Jesus Maria, 
founder and first vicar, and twelve others. It also contains an approbation from the Jesuit 
Francisco Bru 
8064258 | Vita, mors, gesta, et miracula queedam selecta B. Catherine Vanni, [Siena or Antwerp] | 1597 Oblong folio [36.5 x 33.5 cm]. Title and 11 plates printed on thick, unwatermarked paper, each 
Senensis, authoribus B. Raimundo Capuano, Dominicani Ord[in]is Francesco ; de [re- featuring three distinct scenes in the saint’s life. Bound in contemporary blue cardboard naively 
Magistro Generali et B. Thoma Naccio Provinciali, Romano, qui Jode, Pieter | strike decorated on front cover, with attribution to ‘Franciscus Veynnius’. Very rare suite of plates 
diversis temporib[us] Virg[in]is confess[io]nem audierunt, Pio II (engr.) of the illustrating the life and miracles of St. Catherine of Siena, engraved by the Flemish master Pieter 
Papa, S. Antonino Archie[pisco]po florentino. Ambrosio Catharino plates de Jode | after the murals of Francesco Vanni completed on the walls of the Chapel of Saint 
Compsee Archiantistite, Petro Equilini Episcopo, B. Stefano early Catherine in Siena between 1593-1596. Drawing on the text of Raymond of Capua’s biography of 
Chartusiano, Virg[inJis Amanuensi, et lanne Gersone Cancellario 18th the saint for inspiration, the painter Vanni's lively and dramatic images form the first Vita illustrata 
Parisiensi, quee sane omnia Franciscus Vannius, Pictor Senensis C?] of Catherine ever published, and strongly influenced future iconography of the saint. Vanni 


invenit, descripsit, delineavit. Petro autem lod insculpsit 


transformed Catherine's image into an active, authoritative figure, able to excite strong piety, and 
thus reflecting the social and political realities of Vanni's lifetime. De Jode (1570-1634) 
“heightened the chiaroscuro of Vanni's drawings to create an almost theatrical intensity of 
mystical light’ (see S. E. Wegner, “Heroizing Saint Catherine [...],” Woman's Art Journal Vol. 19 
(1998), pp. 31-37). De Jode resided in Sienna during this period but would return home to 
Antwerp in 1599; he might have brought the original plates with him (or made copies), as a 
further issue bears the inscription ‘Petrus de lode excudit Antverpiae' (cf L. Bianchi, Caterina 

da Siena net Disegni di Francesco Vanni Incisi da Pieter de Jode (1980)). Neither Hollstein 
(Dutch and Flemish IX, p. 204, n. 71-82) nor Bianchi record the present later re-strike of the 
plates, with the addition of Roman numerals. The paper and inking suggest that they date to the 
early 18th century. The present suite of large-format engravings should not be confused with the 
derivative, slightly smaller suite issued in 1608 consisting of 32 engravings under the title D. 
Catharinae Senensis Virginis SS.mae Ord. Praedicatorum vita ac miracula selectiora 
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8064259 


Vacchetta della Chiesa delle R. R. M. M. di S. Caterina Ve [?] M. 


[Italy] 


1764 


Tall oblong ‘wallet’ format, 30.5 x 10.5 cm. pp. (55), plus pp. (13) left blank. Bound in 
contemporary cartonnato with cut-out, contemporary manuscript title label mounted on front 
cover. Dated entries in various hands, from 1st January-31st December, 1764. A few pages 
erratically numbered in an early but superimposed hand. Curious example of 

a conventual ‘vacchetta’ (diminutive of vacca, cow) — probably referring to the usual material 
used for wallets or pocket-books. In this case, the vacchetta was used to record masses to be 
sung for members of the local populace by the Reverendissime Madri di S. Caterina. Such 
services were commonly rendered for a fixed term as part of funerary arrangements, but the 
entries here, each in a different hand and suffixed with the term ‘applico’ [“I apply’), might have 
either been commissioned by the subjects themselves or perhaps on more a short-term basis by 
a surviving relative 


8064260 


Vita di S. Elisabetta d’Ungaria Vedova del Terz’Ordine di S. 
Francesco, e Memorie di Francesca Federici da Trevi dello stesso 
Terz’Ordine. Ad instanza de’ Fratelli, e delle Sorelle del Terz’Ordine 
di S. Francesco di Treviglio 


Milan : Nella 
Stamparia di 
Giuseppe 
Maganza 


1752 


12mo. pp. (6), 7-46. Final blank probably glued down as endpaper. Bound in intriguing 
contemporary cartonnato decorated with floral motifs, seemingly executed in manuscript rather 
than printed as such. Unrecorded ‘chapbook’ representing perhaps the most vernacular form of 
nun biography, printed at the behest of the monks and nuns of Treviglio, 20 miles east of Milan. 
Alongside the well-known life of St. Elizabeth of Hungary, the text offers a parallel account of a 
local Franciscan Tertiary, Francesca Federici (d. 1630), likely the only printed source on the nun. 
In introducing the vita of Federici, the author stresses (though not by the usual ‘Protesta’ invoking 
the decree of Urban VIII) that the biography is not attempting to sanctify the nun nor to confirm 
her miracles. Francesca’s brief vita describes how she lived a chaste life with her mother until, 
when she was in her 40s, the Virgin Mary instructed her to dedicate herself to St Francis. 
Federici joined the Convent of the Santissima Annunziata just outside of Castello, where she 
enjoyed visions, practiced self-mortification and was targeted by many demons. Several 
wonderous occurrences involving the Eucharist were attributed to her during her lifetime. After 
she died, the entire town solemnly processed for her funeral, heedless of the plague raging at the 
time 
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8064261 


Patente de la Muy Antigua Cofradia de Jesuchristo Sefior Nuestro, 
que con el Titulo de la Tres Caidas se venera en su Capilla propria 
En la Iglesia Parroquial del Santo Angel Custodio de esta Ciudad 
de la Puebla de los Angeles 


[Puebla de los 
Angeles] 


[17907] 


Large folio [43.5 x 31 cm], with large [12.8 x 9.5 cm] engraved vignette of Christ stumbling while 
bearing the Cross, captioned ‘Jesus of the Three Falls’. Completed in manuscript for a certain 
Maria Josefa F[?Jotolica, dated 12 April 1790 (?), and signed by the Rector, Mayordomo, and 
Secretario. The engraving by Manuel Galicia de Villavicencio (ca. 1730-1788) seems to be 
modelled after an early-17th-century polychrome wooden statue in the Capilla de los Marineros 
in Seville attributed to Marcos Cabrera. Printed traces of Mexican confraternities during the 
colonial period (beyond archival documents) are very rare. The present document is a certificate 
for a female member of the Confraternity of the Three Falls, at the Church of the Guardian Angel 
in Puebla. Membership acted as a sort of life-insurance policy. Here, Maria Josefa will receive 
funeral supplies and a reimbursement for her funerary expenses in return for a fee. However, 
unlike in some other confraternities, the present one also makes spiritual demands of its 
members, including assisting in certain masses. The majority of the text outlines a Papal Bull 
dated 1691 for members of the confraternity, granting various indulgences as a reward for good 
deeds. The verso of the document bears a brief note signed by the parish priest of Santo Angelo 
[Custodio, i.e. the parish of the church?] certifying the death of Maria Josefa on June 21, 1795. 
On the recto, which was presumably filled out in manuscript for the recipient, there is also a 
childish pencil scrawl “par qual es ??? Marija Josefa Fotolica dia 10 de ???...” — perhaps that of 
Maria Josefa herself? 


8064262 


Patente de la Cofradia de N[uest]ra. S[efiojra. Con el Precioso 
Titulo de la Guia, fundada en la Iglesia de la S[antisi]ma. Trinidad, y 
agredada a su Ill[us]tre. Archi-Cofradia de esta Ciudad de Mexico 


[Mexico City] 


[ca. 
17807] 


Folio broadside, 30.7 x 21.6 cm, with simple woodcut borders and large central vignette of the 
Virgen de la Guia holding her trademark ship in one hand and the Infant Christ in the other. The 
iconographically distinct patroness is encountered mainly in Southern Spain, and was typically 
invoked as the protector of sailors or seafaring expeditions. Completed in manuscript for one 
Maria Josefa Gutieres, dated 23rd December, 1780, and signed with a cut-out paper seal affixed 
with wax. Printed traces of these organizations in Mexico during the colonial period (beyond 
archival documents) are very rare. The present document is a certificate for a female member of 
the Confraternity of the Virgin Mary as Guide at the Church of the Holy Trinity in Mexico City. 
Confraternities were of great socio-economic importance for their members, but also provided 
practical services in the event of death, acting as a sort of life-insurance policy. The text records 
that Gutieres will have to pay a fee and weekly dues and will in return receive certain funeral 
supplies and a reimbursement for her funeral costs. Several lengthy inscriptions on the verso 
(1781-1784) attest to its ‘use’, including a note apparently declaring the patente invalid. 
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8064263 | La Vie de la Mere Terese de Jesus Fondatrice des Carmes de Ribera, Paris : Chez la 1602 8vo. ff. (16) including engraved frontispiece signed by Charles de Mallery, 440, (8) [1 integral 
Deschausés. Composé par le R. P. Francois de Ribera Docteur de Francisco ; Vefve de blank]. Bound in contemporary limp vellum with remains of ties. Curious paper ex-libris inscribed 
la Compagnie de Jesus et divisé en cing livres. Nouvellement de Brétigny, Guillaume de la with the initials D. M. L. and the date 1696, fastened onto a personal wax seal on pastedown. 
traduict d’espagnol en Frangois par |. D. B. P. etle P.G. D.C. C. Jean [Juan Noué Lower blank margin of title page replaced, probably to excise a former ownership inscription. 

Quintana Contemporary, mostly editorial annotations and readership marks beginning from p. 37 until p. 

Duefias] 124, offering a rare instance of a contemporary reader interacting with the text. Very rare third 

(trans.) ; de edition of this first French translation of a Teresa Vida, printed one year after the first two 

Mallery, appearances of the present work. This Vie de la Mére Térése demonstrably ‘paved the way’ for 

Charles (engr.) the first Spanish nuns, trained by Teresa, and headed by two of her most devoted early followers, 
to found the first French Discalced Carmelite convent in 1604. The initials of the translator on the 
title page likely refer to Jean de Brétigny (Juan Quintana Duefias, 1556-1634), a Rouen-born 
Spanish nobleman who got intrigued by Teresa's spiritual reforms on a trip to Spain in 1582. He 
assisted in founding a convent in Lisbon in 1585 and two more in Spain in 1586, and found 
patronage from Catherine d’Orléans to found the first French Discalced Carmelite convent in 
Paris in 1604. Further convents were swiftly founded at Pointoise and Dijon in 1605. Brétigny’s 
biography can almost certainly be seen as an ultimately successful ‘public relations’ exercise 
intended to spark interest in the Spanish order and ease its passage into France 

8064264 | Lettre Funébre, Sur le decés de Tres-illustre Dame, Madame Louise | [Prioress and [Paris?] 1713- 4to. pp. 7. Unbound; showing traces of former stab-stitching. Extremely rare survival of an 
Frangoise de Longueil de Maisons, Tres-digne Abbesse de l'Abbaye | nuns of the 07-19 ephemeral newsletter intended to be circulated among Augustinian convents as an attempt to 
de Nostre Dame de Meaux, Ordre de Saint Augustin, adressée aux | Abbey of Notre- establish a network between religious communities yet to be fully explored by modern 
Monasteres du méme Ordre, & autres Associez a ladite Abbaye. Dame de scholarship. The present example has been corrected by hand, probably before dispatch. It was 
Par la Prieure & Communauté dudit lieu Meaux] printed in order to communicate the news of the death of the Abbess of Meaux — one of the more 


important chapters of the Augustinian Canonesses — and authored by her surviving congregation 
under the temporary direction of the Prioress. The text gives a brief relation of her life and her 
career in the convent, from her installment in 1702 and describes her heroic death from smallpox. 
The newsletter closes by requesting other Augustinian nuns to celebrate a Mass for the abbess, 
and is dated a little over a month after her death 
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8064265 


Carta Espiritual, que contiene la Vida, y Virtudes de la Exemplar, y 
perfecta Sierva de Dios, la Venerable Dofia Francisca Suarez de 
Sotomayor, Religiosa que fue en el Observantissino Convento de 
la Concepcion Agustina de la Ciudad de Toledo. Escrivela a una 
Hermana suya, Religiosa de el mismo Convento, el P. Fr. Dionisio 
de Jesus Maria, Religioso Descalgo de la Santissima Trinidad 
Redempcion de Cautivos, Ministro que ha sido de los Conventos de 
Valdepefias, y Toledo, y hermano de esta Venerable Religiosa 


de Jestis Maria, 
Dionisio 


Toledo : por 
Augustin de Salas 
Zaco 


1678 


Ato. ff. (8), 37, (1) integral blank. With small woodcuts of the Virgin Mary and a Cardinal's arms 
on title page. Bound in contemporary limp vellum. Early unidentified Maltese cross stamp and 
ownership inscriptions of two Trinitarian monasteries in Rome on title page. Second recorded 
copy (the other one at Biblioteca Nacional de Espafia) of this brief but important source on the 
lifes of Maria de Jesus, who lived around the end of the sixteenth century, and Francisca Suarez 
de Sotomayor (1641-1657), two nuns at the Augustinian Convent of the Immaculate Conception, 
during the height of resurgent Spanish female mysticism, composed and printed in the 
generation just following Sor Maria de Agreda (whose own Conceptionist Order was quite 
separate from this one!). The work was composed by Dionisio de Jesus Maria (1635-1678), a 
Discalced Trinitarian monk and Francisca’s brother, as a testament and perhaps keepsake for 
their sister, herself also a nun at the same convent. Such intimate circumstances of publication 
explain the remarkably low survival rate of the book, although the Carta Espiritual is an essential 
source for the early history of the convent as well as the lives of Maria de Jesus and Francisca 
Suarez de Sotomayor, the former of whom enjoyed mystical apparitions 


8064266 


Sermon Panegirico, en la Beatificacion de la B. Rosa de Lima. 
Orado en Roma por el Rever[endissi]mo P. Ivan Paulo Oliva, 
Preposito General de la Compafiia de Jesus. Traducido de Italiano 
en Espafiol por el Hermano Lorenzo Ortiz, de la misma Compafia 


Oliva, Giovanni 
P. (Giovanni 
Paolo) ; Ortiz 
de Buxedo, 
Lorenzo (trans.) 


Seville : Por Juan 
Fra[n]cisco de 
Blas, Impressor 
mayor 


1677 


Ato. ff. 19, (1). Title page and text within decorative woodcut borders throughout. Bound in old 
(but much later) wrappers. Second recorded copy of this Spanish translation of the best-known 
sermon in honor of Rose of Lima’s beatification in 1668, delivered (and first printed) on that 
occasion in Rome by the Superior General of the Jesuits, Giovanni Paolo Oliva (1600-1681). 
Such sermons typically focused heavily on Biblical exegesis at the expense of the true subject; 
but Oliva’s in fact is highly biographical, relating details of Rose’s early life and miracles as well 
as examples of her piety. While a French translation of Oliva’s sermon appeared as early as 
1669, there is likely no earlier appearance of a Spanish translation than this one by Lorenzo Ortiz 
de Buxedo (1632-1698), a Spanish Jesuit resident in Seville. Ortiz was conversant with all of the 
American Jesuit provinces because he was an assistant to the Procurador de Indias in Seville 
from 1669 onward and became a Procurador de Indias himself in Cadiz around 1680. The low 
survival rate of the present pamphlet is also quite suggestive of a printing for export to the New 
World: the only other recorded copy is in the University of Puebla, Mexico, although there is a 
further edition printed in Valencia in 1677 
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8064268 


Statuts et Réglements de la Communauté des Sceurs de la Doctrine 
Chrétienne, Etablie a Rive-de-Gier 


[Sceurs de la 
Doctrine 
Chrétienne de 
Rive-de-Gier] 


Lyon : De 
I'Imprimerie 
d'Aimé de la 
Roche 


1780 


8vo. pp. viii, 160. Bound in 19th century stiff vellum. Wholly unrecorded early printing of the rules 
and regulations of a novel religious order of uncloistered, unhabited women dedicated solely to 
teaching and nursing the poor. The maison at Rive-de-Gier was founded by Antoinette Bahuet in 
1700 and was granted approval in 1710. Despite the secular lifestyle of the nuns of the Holy 
Doctrine, the statutes here paint a picture of a highly organized, hierarchical community delicately 
balancing the freedom to leave the convent at any time with ideals of religious modesty. The 
present statutes discuss the hierarchy within the community and the responsibilities of each 
officer, including nurses and schoolmistresses, the daily schedule and rules for when to take 
vacations. They also list punishable offences and tips for preserving modesty outside the convent 
for the frequent excursions the nuns had to make for official duties. Likely printed for the rural 
community of Rive-de-Gier, the present work is entirely unknown in any consulted bibliographical 
database. And although the statutes of this order evolved constantly, all printings of them are 
also extremely rare 


8064269 


Mémoire pour Michel-Joseph Duquesne, Censier, demeurant au 
Villages de Marly, prés la Ville de Valenciennes, mari & bail de 
Marie-Joseph Macaret; Jacques-Joseph Tamboise, Censier au 
méme lieu, veuf, avec enfans, de Marie-Joseph Bar, pére & tuteur 
légitime desdits enfans, & Consors, Demandeurs par Requéte 
répondué a la Cour le 11 Juillet 1766, & en opposition a 
l'enregistrement des Lettres Patentes du mois de Mars 1761, 
obtenués du Roi par les Défenderesses, ci-aprés, Contre les Mere 
Supérieure & Religieuses de la Congrégation de Notre-Dame des 
Anges, dites Sémeriennes, établies en ladite Ville de Valenciennes, 
Défenderesses [Bound with: ] Précis pour Michel-Joseph Duquesne, 
Censier demeurant au Village de Marly, Mari & Bail de Marie- 
Joseph Macaret; Jacques-Joseph Tamboise, Censier, demeurant 
au méme lieu, veuf, avec enfans, Pere & Tuteur légitime desdits 
enfans, & Consors, Demandeurs par Requéte répondué a la Cour le 
14 Juin 1768 Contre les Pairs & Administrateurs de la Paroisse de 
Notre-Dame de la Chaussée en la Ville de Valenciennes, 
Défendeurs 


[Valenciennes?] 


[ca. 
1769] 


Ato. pp. (2), 3-39, (1) and pp. (2), 3-16. Bound in modern quarter calf over marbled boards. 
Unrecorded facta challenging an inheritance case against an unaffiliated community of nuns in 
Valenciennes, known as the Sémeriennes, who provided education for poor girls. The argument 
rides on the testament of a local woman, Jeanne de Lewarde, who, upon her death in 1705, had 
left a sizeable chunk of land to the convent for the education and boarding of an orphaned girl, at 
the expense of her blood relatives. In 1745 her descendants began to contest the will, to whom 
the present litigants are presumably related. The nuns are here accused of having betrayed their 
religion by obtaining Letters Patents from the King through ‘subreption and obreption’, terms 
used in Canon Law to describe obtaining something by fraudulent means. The litigants also take 
pains to point out how much income the convent is deriving from leasing the land, arguing that it 
is not needed for its normal educational functions 
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8064270 | [5 receipts issued by the Ursuline nuns of Bourg-Argental for the [Ursuline [Bourg-Argental? ; | 1647- ff. (6). Collection of 5 detailed ‘quittances’ from the Ursuline Convent of Bourg-Argental, recording 
education of Isabeau and Antoinette Bollioud of Lyon and an Convent of Lyon?] 1655 various installments of payment for the education of Isabeau and Antoinette Bollioud of Lyon, 
account of a family member giving a reckoning of amounts due to Bourg-Argental] dated 1648-1655. With a further quarto (pp. (2)) of accounts in the hand of M. or Mme. Bollioud 
the same convent] ; [Bollioud, giving a reckoning of amounts due to the same convent, dated 1647-[1651]. Shouldering the cost 

Marguerite?) ; for ‘sa chere fille’ Isabeau (Elisabeth Bollioud) and ‘nostre chere soeur Anthoinette’, who became 

[Bollioud, Pierre anun at the convent, was their mother Marguerite, who held the rank of ‘Mme. Lieutenante’ in 

117] the convent herself after becoming a widow. Marguerite’s oldest child, the lawyer Pierre II 
Bollioud, had become his father’s universal heir in 1638, and he also stepped in to pay the fees 
of his sisters. The girls attended the school shortly after its foundation in 1638, and it is 
interesting to see how various generations of this well-to-do family from Lyon interacted with the 
convent school 

8064271 | Het Leven Vande Eerweerdighe Moeder Anna de S. Bartholomzeo de San Antwerp : by 1632 Sammelband of two rare first editions, edited and translated by Elias van S. Teresa (d. 16407), a 
Ongheschoeyde Carmelitersse. Het welck sy selver door de Bartolomé, Ana _| Hendrick male member of the newly-established Order of the Discalced Carmelites in Antwerp. Both works 
Ghehoorsaemheyt haers Overste, heeft beschreven, ende nu uyt (Garcia Aertssens have an engraved vignette of Teresa as ‘mother’ of the Order on the title page. [1]: 8vo. 2 parts in 
het Spaensch in’t Nederlandtsch is overgheset. In twee Boecken Manzanas, 1, pp. (32) including engraved portrait, 335, (3). Bound in contemporary Flemish calf over 
verdeylt. Wtghegheven, Door den Eerw. P. F. Elias van S. Teresa, Ana) ; de Avila, wooden boards, with original tooled brass clasps preserved; both boards blind-stamped with 
Carmeliet Discalce van Antwerpen [Bound with: ] Het Leven vande Teresa ; van S. crucifix emblem and decorative motifs. Modern ex-libris on pastedown. Numerous 
H. Moeder Teresa van Jesus, Fondatersse der Baer-Voetsche Teresa, Elias mispaginations, but collated and complete. Sole edition of the first printing in any language of the 
Carmeliten ende Carmeliterssen: Door haer selve, midts bevel (trans.) autobiography of Ana Garcia Manzanas (1550-1626), which she wrote at the behest of her 


haers Overste in’t Spaensch beschreven, ende nu versch nae het 
origineel correctelijck in’t Duytsch overgeset. Wtghegheven, Door 
den Eerw. P. F. Elias van S. Teresa, Carmeliet Discalce van 
Antwerpen 


Spiritual Director. One of the earliest followers of Teresa of Avila, Ana served as a missionary of 
the Order, establishing convents in France before arriving in Flanders in 1611. She succeeded in 
establishing the important Discalced Carmelite convent in Antwerp in October of 1612, which she 
governed until her death in that city in 1626. Elias van S. Teresa translated the work for the 
benefit of local readers, for whom the new convent and its foundress had no doubt become 
figures of interest. The Spanish manuscript original was only re-discovered and edited in the 19th 
century. [2]: 8vo. pp. (48) including engraved portrait, 618, (6). First edition of this ‘newly 
corrected’ Flemish translation of Teresa’s Libro de su Vida. Thought to have been composed 
around 1562-5 and then burned, a version of the autobiography was published only 
posthumously in 1588. The present translation was preceded by a 1609 Brussels edition 
published by Roger Velpius, perhaps the ‘uncorrected’ version referred to on the title page 
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8064272 | Enigmas Sagrados. Oracion Funebre, que dixo el M. R. P. M. Domingo, Seville : en la 1737 4to. pp. (12), 48. Title in simple woodcut border. Bound in modern marbled wrappers. Rare sole 
Domingo Garcia, de la Compafiia de Jesus, Examinador Sinodal de | Garcia Imprenta Real, por edition of this funerary sermon delivered as part of the ‘sumptuous exequies’ for a fallen 
este Arzobispado, en las Sumptuosas Exequias, que ala Buena su Magestad, de Franciscan Tertiary, Cathalina de Herrera (1664-1737). The work was published for the benefit of 
Memoria de la Venerable Sierva de Dios la Hermana Cathalina de D. Francisco de a local confraternity, the Devota Hermandad de el Santissimo Sacramento, and was composed 
Herrera Consagré la mui ilustre Devota Hermandad de el Leefdael by a local Jesuit. As often, the bulk of the sermon was devoted to abstract theology and pious 
Santissimo Sacramento, en la Insigne Parochial de Santa devotion, but Garcia does offer a biographical account of the nun, who took the habit of the 
Cathalina, Virgen, y Martyr, de la Ciudad de Sevilla, dia 20. de Tertiaries at the age of 22 and remained encloistered in her own house and largely isolated from 
Enero del presente afio de 1737. La da a Luz la misma esclarecida any visitors for the next 50 years. It also contains 31 spiritual maxims which she observed 
Hermandad according to her Confessor. These avisos actually reproduce almost word-for-word the 33 avisos 
found in Maria de Agreda’s Mystica Ciudad de Dios, being a direct quotation of the Virgin Mary's 
words to Maria. Probably unbeknownst to the Jesuit orator, this appendix thus provides delightful 
evidence for the transmission of Agreda’s teachings within Spanish convents well into the 18th 
century — even if not immediately recognizable as such 
8080280 | Libro della Beata Chaterina Bolognese del Ordine del Seraphico da Bologna, Bologna : per li 1536 Two parts in one volume, title of part two taken from caption on leaf I. 8vo, ff. XXXXVIII, XXXIX. 
Santo Francesco: esquale essa lascio scritto de sua propria mano Caterina ; Heredi de Bound in contemporary vellum-backed boards, overlayed patches of manuscript spine support 
[Bound with: ] Tabula delli Capitoli del Libro della Vita della Beata [Apaleotti, Hieronymo de showing through. Scarce works by and about the Italian mystic and artist St Catherine of Bologna 
Catherina da Bologna del Ordine della Diva Clara del Corpo de Dionisio] Benedetti (1413-63). Born Catherine de Vigri, St Catherine was the founder and abbess of a convent of 


Christo 


Poor Clares in Bologna. She wrote various works on mysticism, visions and devotion, as well as 
being a highly accomplished illuminator and painter. Following her death, her magnum opus 
Sette Armi Spirituali (‘Seven Spiritual Weapons’) was initially circulated in manuscript in Italian 
convents, and became an important part of the campaign for her canonisation. Published in 
1475, it achieved its greatest popularity in the sixteenth century, when hagiographies of 
Catherine began to circulate. One such is the second part of the present volume, the biography 
by Dionysio Paleotti. Paleotti’s work played an important role in the dissemination of late 
medieval vernacular mysticism in the Early Modern Period. The first part of the present volume, 
Libro della Beata Chaterina, incorporates Sette Armi Spirituali, which outlines strategies against 
sin in ten chapters. The preface and first six chapters are a theoretical discussion of individual 
virtues. The seventh and longest chapter is a meditation on Scripture. She intersperses her own 
work with poetic passages, often from Laude of Jacopone da Todi 
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8080639 


Discours de la S[oeu}r [St.] Cécile [de] la Croix. Année 1761 


[de] la Croix, 
Cécile 


[France (Paris?)] 


1761 


12mo. f. (1), pp. (604). Contemporary binding in marbled calf. Spine decorated with flowers, title 
piece “Recueil 1761” with initials “C.C.” below. The present manuscript records the discourse of 
the Augustinian Sister Cécile de la Croix on the weekly ‘secours’ meetings of a group of 
Jansenist Convulsionaries in 1761. The ‘Convulsionnaires’ of Saint-Médard were members of a 
radical movement within French Jansenism, which had been condemned by Pope Clement IX in 
1713 in his bull Unigenitus. At the height of the Jansenist protest against the application of this 
bull, in the early 1730s, groups of Jansenist pilgrims kept flocking to the tomb of the Jansenist 
ascetic Frangois de Paris at the Saint-Médard graveyard in Paris, legitimized their opposition by 
miraculous healings, which soon became associated with convulsions. After the authorities 
closed the graveyard the convulsionnaire phenomenon was driven underground to private 
homes. During these private assemblies, often hosted by women, the self-declared sisters and 
brothers, who often took up biblical names, began the practice of ‘secours.’ This entailed torturing 
(beating, cutting, nailing, etc.) the ‘sinful’ body of the individual who was experiencing 
convulsions to connect with Christ and the early Christian martyrs. The present work, written in 
different hands and inks, records the convulsionary seances led by the Hospitaller Soeur Cécile 
from the Parisian 'Hdtel-Dieu.' These ecstatic sessions appear to have been largely theatricalized 
since no one could have survived the violent ritual as described in the manuscript. This volume 
fits into the Jansenist practice of diffusing their religious texts, especially concerning 
convulsionary sessions, through manuscripts 
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8108107 


L'examen general du vray penitent sur plusieurs pechés communs, 
dont les Casuistes n'ont point traitté, & sur d’autres dont ils n’ont 
traités que rarement & legerement, & desquels la plipart des 
penitens ne se confessent point, soit par ignorance volontaire, ou 
par negligence de s'instruire, pour se preparer dignement au 
Sacrement de penitence. Avec des passages propres de |’Ecriture 
Sainte, ensemble le Reglement de vie des familles Chrétiennes 
pour vivre saintement, les Oraisons pour la Confession & 
Communion par S. Francois de Sales, Par Messire Jeremie d’Alvy 
Prétre, Docteur en Theologie 


d’Alvy, Jérémie 


Lyon : Imprimé a 
Trevoux. Et se 
vend [...] Chez 
Gabriel Blanc 
Libraire 


[ca. 
1699] 


12mo. pp. (12), 201, (3). Pages 2-180 printed on doubled sheets, with lists of sins divided by 
rules and printed on strips cut on 3 sides and inserted into flaps along the fore-edges on the 
rectos and the gutters on the versos. Woodcut title and tailpieces, typographic headpieces, floral 
borders on the free edge of the slips, and passe-partout initials. Small wormhole through first 
dozen leaves, catching a couple of letters. 19th-century green calf gilt, covers with roll-tooled 
grapevine border, smooth spine gold-tooled and -lettered. Only edition. A scarce example of an 
ingenious Catholic moveable book, allowing a bashful sinner to perform Confession without 
having to pronounce the embarrassing names of his or her transgressions. The user simply had 
to lift the flap of the relevant sin, show it to the priest, and carefully tuck it back in, for future use. 
The sins are organized by Commandment and numbered, with additional subject headings 
printed as headlines on the versos. Many include blank spaces for numbers or for monetary 
sums, for the sinner to fill in (¢.g., “l prevented my wife from conceiving [blank] times ... having 
thus spilled my seed [XX] times” [p. 173]. In their detail and specificity, the widely diverse sins 
provide a colorful and sometimes horrifying window into seventeenth-century life, its trials, 
temptations, and traps. Those relating to the Sixth and Ninth Commandments (grouped together) 
provide a vivid window onto not only sexual transgressions but sexual practice in general. 
Similarly, the sins of children and of fathers and mothers are starkly revealing, to the modern 
reader, of a different and harsh social universe. Following the Commandments section (which 
concludes with the words “Fin du Tome I,” although no second volume is recorded), is a 
supplementary section for further common sins of married people, evidently a sector of the 
population particularly prone to le péché. The technique of using moveable slips for Confession 
was apparently first employed by Christoph Leutbrewer in his Industria spiritualis (Cologne, 
1634), which was translated into Flemish, and slightly later into French, with new editions 
appearing every year or two (all now very rare, and some presumably vanished). Many of the 
French editions were titled La Confession coupée. The present work by an otherwise unknown 
author, described as a priest and Doctor of Theology, imitates Leutbrewer’s conceit but the text is 
entirely different. The Approbation is dated 21 March 1699. The publisher Gabriel Blanc 
dedicated the work to Madame de Foudras Rontalon (apparently a relation of the abbots of 
Cohade and of Damas, and possibly the wife of Claude de Damas, count of Rousset, lord of 
Rontalon). According to the dedication, she pleaded a case eloquently in the Chambre des 
Requétes, which was pronounced in her favor, the Chancellor remarking that he was pleased to 
see that her family included Doctors of both sexes. Several quires include missigned leaves, 
possibly because of the confusion engendered by doubled leaves. Only the preliminary leaves 
and the last ten leaves, containing an Oraison pour la Confession & Communion by Francis de 
Sales and the 2-page table of contents, are not doubled. Some of the sin-slips are detached from 
the flaps and slightly curled, possibly indicating their use by a reader. If so, she was a woman, 
since some of the sins in question use the feminine forms or clearly indicate a female subject 
(e.g., "I falsely accused a married man of getting me pregnant...and by this false accusation cost 
him the sum of [XX], given [as a fine] to the Rectors of la Charité, and caused him and his wife to 
divorce” [p. 28]). Hopefully these curled sins are accidental, as they include such horrors as “I 
exposed [XX] of my illegitimate children” (p. 82), and, in a skin-crawling chapter of sins of wet- 
nurses, “| always gave unwatered-down wine to my nursling, and drank it myself, which 
eventually caused his death... “(p. 104) 
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8108110 | La Corona de Madrid. Vida de la Venerable Madre Mariana de de la Madrid : por Julian | 1673 4to. pp. (32), (415), (1), plus engraved portrait signed “P. V. F.”. With large woodcut arms. Bound 
Jesus, Religiosa del Sacro, Real, y Militar Orden de Descalzos de Presentation, de Parede, in contemporary limp vellum with ties preserved; recased with original endpapers (early 16th C 
N. Sefiora de la Merced, Redempcion de Cautivos Christianos. Juan Impressor de illustrated wastepaper) laid down or backed with tissue. Extremely rare first edition of the first life 
Dibuxada por el Padre Fr. luan de la Presentacion, Coronista Libros of Mariana de Jesus (1565-1624), whose cultus adopted her as a ‘patron saint’ of Madrid long 
General de el mismo Orden, y natural de las Fuentes de Ebro. Al before her beatification in 1738 (she remains uncanonized). She lived a religious secular life, 
Excfellentissijmo Sefor Don Ivan de Silva, Marques de Gouvea, achieving notoriety through her prophecies and healing. After she successfully lobbied Madrid’s 
Conde de Portalegre, Embaxador de Portugal a la Magestad elite to pay for the establishment of a Discalced Mercedarian convent, she took up residence 
Catolica del Rey nuestro sefior there at the age of 47 in 1613. The engraved portrait found in the present work (but lacking in 
some copies) is an important early representation of the nun and her trademark ‘death-bed’ 
expression of divine ecstasy, based on the death-mask by the court painter Vicente Carducho 
made in 1624. Its superior quality relative to the rest of the book’s production suggests that it 
might have been executed in the Low Countries for import, as witnessed in several other 
contemporary biographies (e.g., Ana de San Agustin, 1668). Later editions appeared beginning 
in 1693 under the title Guirnalda Sacra 
8108111 | La Vie de Madame d’Humiéres, Abbesse et Réformatrice de [Félibien des Paris : Chez 1711 Small 8vo. pp. (24), 229, (3), plus engraved portrait frontispiece signed Plierre] Drevet after an 


Abbaye de Monchy de l’Ordre de Cisteaux. Décédée le 20. de 
Janvier 1710 


Avaux, Michel] 


Jacques Estienne 


untraced painting [“P. pinx.’]. Engraved armorial headpiece on aii. Bound in near-contemporary 
black Jansenist morocco. Portrait trimmed slightly short at upper edge at time of binding. 
Extremely rare sole edition of this biography of the ‘reforming abbess’ Anne Louise de Crevant- 
d’Humiéres (1658-1710), who took over the reins of a newly-established Cistercian convent, the 
Abbey of Monchy-Humiéres, about thirteen years after her father successfully petitioned the king 
for the resident Cistercian monks to be ejected. Although such biographies were often associated 
with a beatification process, in this case the religious and political climate was certainly hostile to 
any such hope: in 1711, the last building at Port-Royal-des-Champs was razed, having been 
another attempt at a ‘reformed Cistercian’ congregation. While the present work is attributed to a 
certain Michel Félibien, the dedication to the contemporary Duchesse d’Humiéres is signed by 
‘Vos tres-humbles & tres-obeissantes servants I’Abbesse & les Religieuses de I’Abbaye de 
Monchy”, presumably in a nod to the family’s continuing patronage of the convent. The biography 
emphasizes the abbess’s strict rule according to the tenets of St. Benedict, in contrast with the 
lax behavior of the monks her community replaced, and her educational achievements. At the 
end of d’Humiéres’ biography is her own exposition and commentary on the Psalms intitled, an 
unusual and rather taboo subject for a woman 
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8129823 


[Full suite of 56 engravings, with the frontispiece, of the second 
Latin edition of the Litaniae Lauretanae ad Beatae Virginis] 


[Klauber, 
Joseph S. 
(Joseph 
Sebastian)] 
(engr.) ; 
[Klauber, 
Johann B. 
(Johann 
Baptist)] (engr.) 


[Augsburg : 
Johannes Baptist 
Burckhart] 


[1758] 


8vo. 57 plates (1 frontispiece, 56 numbered engraved emblematic plates) by the Klauber brothers 
from designs by G. B. Géz. Bound in 18th-century green morocco with gilt border and gilt coronet 
on upper cover, with clasps. An attractive volume of the full suite of 56 engravings, with the 
frontispiece, of the second Latin edition of the Litaniae Lauretanae ad Beatae Virginis, by the 
brothers Joseph Sebastian Klauber (1710-68) and Johann Baptist Klauber (1712-87) of 
Augsburg. These plates have been separated from Franz Xavier Dorn’s accompanying text and 
bound in this binding, likely for private devotion. “The workshop of Joseph Sebastian and Johann 
Baptist Klauber is often looked upon as an epitome of Augsburg’s eighteenth-century print art” 
(P. Stoll, ‘Empire of Prints’, 2016, p. 24) and the design here is typical of the rococo idiom they 
favored, with abundant ornament in each plate giving a distinctly luxurious, baroque feel to the 
suite. Each plate represents an invocational prayer and depicts the Virgin Mary, accompanied by 
Bible quotations arranged in and around the image. Jesuit Ulrich Probst is credited at the foot of 
the frontispiece for providing the inspiration behind the compositions, the subsequent designs for 
which were likely by Gottfried Bernhard Goz (1708-74), who joined the brothers in the engraving 
business in 1737. Alongside the dedication to Probst at the foot of the first engraving, and at the 
foot of every plate thereafter is “C.p.S.C.M.” (Cum privilegio Sacrae Caesareae Maiestatis) and 
“Klauber Cath. Sc. et exc. a.v.”. The latter is occasionally still identified as the signature of 
“Catharina Klauber” — explained variously as an unknown sister, and even pseudonym of Joseph 
Sebastian Klauber — but this is a misinterpretation of “Klauber Cath [olici].” As both Thieme- 
Becker (Allgemeines Lexikon der bildenden Kinstler...(1907-50), 411-12) and Peter Stoll note, 
the presence of “Cath.” so prominently is noteworthy: “in a city whose print business had long 
been dominated by protestants and where it had been a matter of course to assign Catholic 
subjects to protestant engravers, the Klaubers’ public emphasis on their denomination can only 
mean that they wanted to entice Catholic patrons away from protestant engravers by implying 
that now, in the middle of the eighteenth century, Catholics at last no longer needed to turn to 
heretics for prints” (Stoll, p. 26) 
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8152153 | Hystori und wunderbarlich legend Katharine von Senis, der hailigen | [da Capua, Augsburg : [1515] | 4to. ff. LXXXIX. Woodcut borders and engraving on the title page, illustrated with 49 engravings 
junckfrawen, mit sampt zwayen predigen, die ain von diser hailigen | Raimondo ; gedruckt unnd by Hans Schaufelein, one of Albrecht Durer’s most gifted pupils. Bound in contemporary blind- 
Katarina, die an der von sant Vincentio prediger ordens Schaufelein, fleiBlich geordnet stamped pigskin over wooden boards with beveled edges, spine in four compartments. Rare, first 
Hans (engr.)] [...] durch Maister German edition of this biography of the mystic author Catherine of Siena (1347-1380) by her 
Hannsen Otmar confessor and spiritual director, the Dominican Raimondo da Capua (1330-1399). Catherine was 
[...], In verlegung a lay member of the Dominican Order, became an adviser of Pope Gregory XI and Urban VI and 
des flrsichtigen was canonized in 1461. The engravings illustrate her life with scenes of her birth, youth, 
herren Johan[n] education, and early convent life, her visions, asceticism, torment by devils, charity, diplomatic 
Rynman missions, stigmatization, her long illness, and death. This volume also contains two sermons by 
Roberto de Licio (originally printed in 1489), one on St. Catherine, the other on St. Vincent Ferrer 
8174608 | Mistico Poema para el Dia de la Profesion de la Reverenda Madre [de Cadiz, [Seville] : En la 1782 4to. pp. LV (1). Repair (with tape, to verso) at head of title page. Stab-stitched, subsequently 
Sor Maria de las Nieves Caamafio de Santa Teresa, Religiosa de Diego J. (Diego | imprenta de D. bound into and disbound from a Sammelband. A celebratory publication attributed to an 
Velo Negro de las RR. MM. Carmelitas Calzadas Recoletas con el José)] Manuel Nicolas important author, for the profession of one Maria de las Nieves Caamajio as a Carmelite nun. It 
Titulo De Sefiora Santa Ana de la Ciudad de Sevilla. Dispuesto Por Vazquez y is a dialogue, written in verse, between Jesus Christ, and a nun ("his mystical wife a religious 
un Pariente de la dicha. En el que le instruye del Beneficio de su Compafiia soul”). Besides the dialogue, there is further poetry comprising “a serious-humorous farewell 
Vocacion, y en la obligacion, 6 modo de corresponder a él como es which the new religious makes to the world”, a justification (again billed as “serious-humorous”) 
debido for turning one’s back on the world, and a sonnet. The work has been attributed (cf. CCPB) to the 
Capuchin monk Diego José of Cadiz (1743-1801), a celebrated preacher and confessor who was 
beatified in 1894. This author was the uncle of the woman 
8174609 | La Sabiduria y la Locura. En el Pulpito de las Monjas [Panel, Antwerp: Acosta | 1757 Ato. pp. (4), xix, 1-2, 2-80. Bound in contemporary or early marbled calf with labels of red 
Alexandre X. de D. R:: D.V:: F:: morocco gilt to spine (one label with title, the other, possibly with ownership-identifier (monogram 
(Alexandre or heraldic device) defaced). Woodcut decoration and initials. A crossed-out signature on title 
Xavier)] page. Possibly first edition (CCPB uniquely has a record for a 1752 edition (Madrid Real 


Academia de Historia) which may be the result of a cataloguer misreading MDCCLVII for 
MDCCLII). The book is a Spanish-language collection of sermons for nuns on the occasion of 
their taking the veil. The first two sermons are noted as translated from French originals. Next are 
reprints (with title page) of Antonio de Carriedo, 0.S.B., ‘La Dama de San Benito’ (Madrid 1746) 
and José Antonio Lopez de Cotilla, S.J., ‘La esposa del milagro’ (Madrid 1744). The collection is 
prefaced by an 18-page foreword, and each of the four sermons is also introduced by an 
‘analysis’. The work was issued in 12mo. and 4to. editions in the same year. Panel (1699-1777), 
originally of the Jura region, spent much of his career in Spain, becoming in 1738 a tutor to the 
royal children and keeper of the king’s medal collection. At the time of the present publication he 
was a professor of rhetoric at the Royal College of Madrid 
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8174610 


Compendio de la Exemplar Vida de la V. M. Maria de la 
Encarnacion, Natural, y Professa de Granada, é insigne Carmelita 
Descalga. Por el R. P. Fray Manuel de San Geronimo, Historiador 
General, y Confessor que fue de dicha Venerable Madre. Se Dedica 
al Mas Feliz de los Hombres, y assombro de los Angeles Nuestro 
Padre, y Patriarca San Joseph 


de San 
Jeronimo, 
Manuel 


Granada : En la 
Imprenta de 
Andrés Sanchez, 
Impressor, y 
Mercader de 
Libros 


[ca. 
1726] 


Ato. pp. (2), 92, (8). Engraved frontispiece by Luengo. Woodcut decorative borders to all pages. 
Woodcut decorative initials. Colophon decorations made with manicule signs. Five or six loose 
bifolia. Bound in early limp vellum, remains of ties, an old spine label, traces of another label to 
ff.e.p. Inscription to verso of final endpaper: “Soy de Sr. Maria de la SS.ma Trinidad”, two further 
inscriptions crossed out, possibly of the same person (Sor Vizenca [sic.] del Carmen de Jesus y 
Maria). Description of the life and death of Maria de la Encarnacion (1636-1717), prior of the 
Descalced Carmelites of Granada written by her confessor. This book, which has decorated 
borders throughout, ends with a seven-page list of advice and rules given and followed by the 
subject. One of different recorded editions, none dated, all but one catalogued as c.1726. All of 
our licenses and approbations are dated 1726, except one from 1718 (verso of title page). One 
record on CCPB is of an edition of 1718, which may in fact be from the same time as the rest (the 
cataloguer only looking at the first date) 


8174611 


Vestendo l’abito delle nobili signori [sic] Dimesse di Udine la Nobile 
Signora Contessa Teresa di Polcenigo, e Fanna. Canzone del 
Signore Abbate D. Angelo Dal Mistro di Maniaco 


Dalmistro, 
Angelo 


Udine : Per 
Antonio del Pedro 


1778 


Folio broadsheet (464 x 440 mm). Large woodcut of a trumpeting angel with birds and clouds at 
top, woodcut floral border framing the word Canzone, bandeau with volutes and flowers, and 
initial border; the poem in two columns with type-ornament column divider. An unrecorded poem 
honoring the investiture of the eldest daughter of a prominent Udine jurist, by the Muranese poet 
and abbot Angelo Dalmistro. The vogue in Italy for writing poems to celebrate important life 
events, both to exhibit the literary skill expected of every gentleman and as a sign of social 
respect, had reached its apogee by the late 18th century, and one of the most frequent such 
pretexts was the vestizione or monacazione, the taking the veil of the unmarried and/or devout 
daughters of prominent Italian families. Both Teresa di Polcenigo e Fanna (born in 1757) and her 
younger sister Francesca, daughters of Giorgio di Polcenigo, himself a prodigious versifier, 
entered the convent of the order of the “Suore dimesse figlie di Maria Immacolata’” in Udine, in 
1778 and 1781. Several poets declined their fathers request to compose verses for these 
occasions but Dalmistro agreed, as did enough fellow scribblers to fill a short collection, also 
printed by Del Pedro in 1778 (Poetici componimenti per la Signora contessa Teresa di Polcenigo 
e Fanna [...]). For Teresa’s sister, Dalmistro published his own poem in 1781. 


8182046 


[Contemporary binding of '‘Anglicae historiae libri vigintisex,' 
depicting St. Gertrude and Philippe de Hosdain] 


Vergil, Polydore 


Basel : Apud 
Michael Isingrin 


1546 


Contemporary Flemish blind-stamped calf over bevelled wooden boards, outer roll border of floral 
and foliate ornament on covers. This binding from the Augustinian abbey of St. Gertrude in 
Louvain, founded in 1204. The panel on the upper cover shows the medieval Benedictine nun St. 
Gertrude with a mouse at her feet, and another running up and down her abbatial crozier. This is 
a familiar representation since she was widely invoked against the plague. Gertrude is positioned 
in an architectural frame with text ‘Sum Bibliotechae Coenobii S. Gertrudis apud Lovanienses.’ 
The panel on the lower cover bears the date 1557, the motto ‘Inter Spinas Calceatus’, and the 
coat-of-arms and initials of the abbot Philippe de Hosdain (or Hosden, d. 1569), who was a 
notable benefactor of the library. The imprint it binds, the second edition of Vergil's much revised 
‘English History,’ is not included, as it is not relevant to the Women of the Book Collection 
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8342295 


Regla del Bienaventurado S. Augustin, que Nuestro Padre S. 
Domingo escogio para sus Frayles, y sorores 


[Medina del 
Campo : 
Francisco del 
Canto] 


[0.1551 
1563] 


Folio. ff. XXIX [i.e., XXX]. Title within woodcut frame illustrating the Creation, Saints Peter and 
Paul, the Apostles and the Last Supper, woodcut initials and ornaments. Marginal tears affecting 
a handful of words. Disbound, stitched and recased at head and foot in 18th-century reused 
vellum over boards, traces of ties, covers gilt to a circular design of palmettes, demi-circles and 
drawer-handle tools, gilt oval stemma of the Dominicans to center, stylized gilt large fleurons to 
corners. Circa a dozen 17th- to early 18th-century Spanish names of nuns of an unknown 
Dominican convent, inked to front and rear of title, identifying the prioresses or sisters in charge 
of the book. Inscription to lower margin of last leaf, another rubbed out to rear pastedown. An 
intensely used but treasured copy of this rare, fourth-known copy of this edition of the rule of the 
Dominican Nuns. Unlike the three other recorded copies on vellum, decorated and bound lavishly 
for presentation, this is a fortunate, rare and cheaper survivor on paper, which was preserved 
with great care in a Spanish convent's library until at least the mid-18th century, and rebound 
there. This is one of a dozen editions of Dominican regulations produced between 1505 and 
1690. The initials and headpieces suggest that it has been produced in Medina del Campo at the 
press of Francisco del Canto, who would have printed it between 1551, when he started his 
activity, and, arguably, no later than 1563, as the text does not mention any Tridentine revisions 


8342434 


La Vie admirable de Saincte Birgitte et 'Ordre du Sauveur et de la 
tres-saincte Vierge. Avec Un Miroir ot on void les vrayes maximes 
du Ciel. Par le R. Pere Estienne Binet de la Compagnie de lesus 


Binet, Estienne 


Lille : de 
l'lmprimerie de 
Pierre de Rache 


1634 


8vo. Additional engraved title (first leaf of first quire), (14), 587 [recto 588], (10). pp. 3 unsigned 
full-page and 2 small engravings in text, contemporary parchment over thin pasteboards. French 
and Latin manuscript notes in an 18th-century hand; engraved title with partly illegible early Latin 
manuscript note stating that the book was entered in the catalogue [of ?]; early ownership 
inscription on letterpress title of a Benedictine (name illegible) from the Congregation of St. Maur. 
Rare first edition of an illustrated hagiography of and contemplations inspired by Saint Bridget of 
Sweden printed in Lille. The prolific writer Etienne Binet, rector of the Jesuit colleges of Rouen 
and Paris, dedicated the work to the Virgin, and to the Bridgettines and their Abbesses, who 
commissioned it from him, according to his concluding “Excuse of the Author reader,” in which, 
after 588 pages, he begs his readers’ forgiveness for having failed to do his subject justice, 
promising a second edition. Although the title vaguely promises discussion of the Bridgettine 
order (also known in France as the order of the Holy Savior), the text is mainly devoted to 
Bridget's life, miracles, and spiritual teachings, with much on her devotion to the Virgin 


8342439 


[Copperplate belonging to the Capuchin nuns of Puebla, featuring 
an engraved vignette of Brother Leo of Assisi reading the giant 
benediction presented to him by St. Francis] 


Puebla de los 
Angeles : 
Propiedad de la 
Muy RR. MM. 
Capuchinas de 
Puebla 


[18th 
c.?] 


Copperplate [126 x 88 mm], with an engraving [ 83 x 43 mm] and 19 lines of explanatory text 
below. Verso with later engraved ownership inscription: “José Firmin Gomez, Junio 4 de 1857”. 
Original copperplate for a separately-produced print, replete with a body of text explaining the 
origin of the benediction and the power of the reproduced image to elicit the desired effects, 
including deliverance from demons, temptations, lightning, earthquakes, feverish plagues, 
shipwrecks, thieves, lovesickness, and labor pains. In contrast to individual 18th century Mexican 
copperplates, those used for separately-printed, talismanic engravings are extremely rare 
survivals. The artistry of the engraved vignette is decidedly crude, but the artist has taken great 
pains to reproduce the text of St. Francis’ benediction within the image so that it may also be 
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read by the purchaser. The explanatory text below gives the Capuchin nuns’ interpretation of the 
legend: 

“Fray Leon companero del S[anto]. P[adre]. S[anto]. Francisco atemnentado de impuras 
tentaciones y como religioso honesto no tenia valor de ???? arselo a su virtuoso Maestro 

pero este Santo Patriarca penetro su desconsuelo y hasiendola traer tinta y papel puso la 
misteriosa T, y bajo de ella escribio la BENDICION, para que continuamente la llevase 

consigo y luego sintio Fray Leon que desaparecieron las oscuridades malignas que mucho 
tiempo turbaban su Corazon. 

Con sus copias y estampas, se han esperimentido maravillosas virtudes contra los 

demonios, tentaciones, rayos, centellas, terromotos, pestes calenturas, naufragios, 

ladrones, mal de corazon, dolores de parto, y conserva en gracia de Dios a la persona que 
arregla da su consiencia la lleve consigo. 

EI original de esta Bendicion escrita en latin de mano propia del Santo se halla archivada 

En la Basilica de Assisi como lo le si[gni?}fica el Illmo. Cornejo en la Cronica Serafica 

[1682] parte 1 lib 4 cap. 25. 

Propiedad de la Muy RR. MM. Capuchinas de Puebla.” 

[Brother Leo, companion of our Holy Father St. Francis, afraid of impure temptations and as an 
honest religious, he held no value of [????] give it to his virtuous Master, but this Holy Patriarch 
penetrated his grief and, making him bring ink and paper, he put the mysterious T [i.e., Cross], 
and under it he wrote a BLESSING so that he would continually carry it with him, and then 
Brother Leo felt that the evil darkness that had long troubled his heart had disappeared. 

With its copies and prints, wonderful virtues have been experienced against demons, 
temptations, lightning, flashes, earthquakes, plagues, fever, shipwrecks, thieves, heart disease, 
labor pains, and it preserves in the grace of God the person who fixes his conscience to take it 
with him. 

The original of this blessing, written in Latin by the Saint's own hand, is held in the archive of the 
Basilica of Assisi as the most illustrious [Fray Damian] Cornejo [states] in the Seraphic Chronicle 
[1682] part 1, book 4, ch. 25. 

Property of the Very RR. MM. Capuchinas of Puebla.” 

The legend is well-attested and the benediction remains preserved to this day in Assisi; Brother 
Leo died in Assisi in 1271. The adoption of this legend by the nuns to produce a talismanic 
keepsake — presumably for sale at a profit — raises many questions: did the cloistered nuns keep 
a small printshop on their premises? Of course, a full printing press would not be needed for 
printing from small copper plates like the present one. Other nuns (cf. Isabella Piccini) were 
known to have mastered the physically rigorous skill of engraving; did the Capuchinas 
themselves in fact produce the plate or did they farm out the work to a secular printshop? Finally, 
in what arena were the cloistered nuns able to sell the print? The Convent of the Capuchinas in 
Puebla is fairly well-described: in 1655 six nuns arrived in Veracruz from Toledo at the behest of 
the noblewoman Dofia Ana Francisca de Zufiiga. Following her husband’s death, Dofia Zufiga 
used her inheritance to fund the construction of a convent for this small community in Puebla in 
1703. The specific bibliographical reference in the plate toward the end of the benediction refers 
to Fray Damian Cornejo, ‘Cronica serafica y vida del glorioso patriarca San Francisco y de sus 
primeros discipulos,’ 4 vols, (Madrid: Juan Garcia Infanzon, 1682, 1684, 1686, 1698), part 1, 
book 1, chapter 25, pp. 450-52. 
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This etching is kept with an Italian etching on the same topic. Both ephemera are emulating the 
original benediction’s apotropaic characteristics. 


8342440 


[Manuscript pocket prayer book of a nun of the Congrégation de 
Notre Dame in Paris] 


[Congrégation 
de Notre Dame] 


[Paris] 


[ca. 
1675] 


11.5 x 8 cm, ff. (21), [1 blank]. Manuscript on vellum, beautifully written in Roman script in red 
and black ink within red double-ruled borders, initials in red and blue, 14 colored initials on gold 
grounds. Bound in contemporary brown morocco, covers richly decorated in gilt to a panel design 
with central lozenge and pointillé border. ‘Congregation de Notre Dame’ in 18th-century hand 
inscribed to front free endpaper. An exquisite manuscript pocket prayer book once in the 
possession of a nun of the Congregation of Notre Dame, opening with chants, hymns and 
prayers to St Geneviéve, followed by prayers to the Trinity, Jesus, the Virgin Mary, St Joseph, St 
Marguerite, and the S. Ange Gardien, and ending with the litany of the Virgin. The Chanoinesses 
de Saint-Augustin de la Congrégation Notre-Dame was a female religious order founded in for 
the purpose of educating young girls. The Congregation established several schools in the east 
of France in the early 17th century, thereafter spreading to Germany and further afield, including 
Montreal. The prominence given to St Geneviéve (patron saint of Paris) in this manuscript might 
suggest that it was originally created for a young member of the Canonesses of St Geneviéve, a 
community formed in 1665 from the amalgamation of the Filles de Sainte Geneviéve (founded at 
Paris in 1636) with the Sainte Famille of Madame de Miramion 


8343407 


Notre Dame de Bonne Délivrance protectrice des femmes en 
ceintes [and: ] La Devotion a I'Image miraculeuse de la trés S[ain]te 
Vierge dite Notre Dame de la Delivrance 


Paris : chez Jean 
{both, but imprint 
cropped in second 
broadside] 


[ca. 


1797- 


1800] 


Two hand-colored engraved broadsheets: (1) Sheet size 409 x 257 mm., (unvisible) plate mark 
311 x 201 mm. (2) Trimmed to borders (482 x 389 mm.), and laid down on modern paper. These 
prints for pilgrims and for private devotion show the history and miracles of Notre-Dame de la 
Déliverance, a “black madonna” located in Douvres (département of Calvados), and an object of 
veneration since the early Middle Ages. The legend recorded in these prints is of a statue of the 
Madonna allegedly discovered in the sixteenth century and preserved in the Basilica Notre-Dame 
de la Délivrance. The larger broadside presents a partly trompe l'oeil visual account of the 
shrine’s legend and history, while also realistically depicting the shrine. At center, against a 
maritime background, stands the Virgin holding the infant Christ, flanked by a pair of columns 
from which hang ex-votos and, on chains, two ex-voto paintings of miracles; at top are two 
cherubs holding a large crown. At the foot of the altar is a cohort of eight eighteenth-century 
penitents; above are two scenes showing the legendary discovery, in 1531, of the statue by 
sheep and a shepherd, and its ceremonial unearthing by Baudouin, Count of Douvres. Flanking 
the niche are eight scenes of miracles wrought by the statue. The smaller engraving shows a 
simplified version of the same theme; the Virgin and Child are surrounded by fewer ex-votos and 
four medallion scenes, two relating to the legend of the statue’s discovery and unearthing and 
two depicting miracles; below the altar are four penitents, accompanied by a priest and the Holy 
Dove. Although here specifically named as patroness of pregnant women, Our Lady of Good 
Deliverance was worshipped broadly by the poor and infirm, and by victims of shipwrecks, as 
documented in the small scenes of miracles in these prints. Current broadsides were printed by 
the Jean family, working from the listed address from 1797 to 1804 
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8343410 | Memorial, Que em huma Decima fez o dezembargador Luiz Borges | Borges de Lisbon : Na 1750 4to. pp. (8), twentieth-century (ca. 1980) antique sheep, numerous blank leaves added by the 
de Carvalho, Querendo passar da Relagao para o Conselho Carvalho, Luiz | Officina de Pedro binder. Woodcut emblem on title page (winged heart pierced with 2 arrows, bearing initials A, M, 
Ultramarino, ao Serenissimo Principe Dom Jozé (Borges de Ferreira, V, E). First and only edition. Secular poetry by a government official asking to be transferred to 
Carvalho, Luis) | Impressor da the king’s overseas council. The initial decima is concerned with Luiz Borges de Carvalho (b. 
; de Santa Augustissima 1689), a wealthy nobleman from the Villa of Mello and a knight of the Order of Christ, assuming 
Maria, Rainha Nossa his new position on the Conselho Ultramarino. This decima is given a 100-line gloss, divided into 
Thomazia C. Senhora ten decimas by Soror Thomazia Caetana de Santa Maria (b. 1719), a native of Lisbon, of the 
(Thomazia Augustinian Convento de Santa Cruz de Villa Vigosa. She mentions Rio and Bahia, “negocios do 
Caetana) Occeano’ [sic], and Borges de Carvalho assuming his post on the Conselho. The work ends with 
2 sonnets, one by Soror Thomasia, the other anonymous, both in praise of Borges de Carvalho. 
Borges de Carvalho received a law degree from Coimbra University and served in various judicial 
posts, eventually rising to become a deputy of the Conselho Ultramarino. He wrote a number of 
poems such as the one contained in the present pamphlet 
8343412 | Sentidas expressoens de hum coracaéo magoado; articuladas na da Graga Lisbon : Na Offic. | 1759 4to. pp. 18, 9, (1). Early plain beige wrappers. Two woodcut initials. Old ink manuscript foliation. 
occasiao do atrocissimo, sacrilego, e execrando insulto commettido | FortunataC..., | de Manoel First and only edition of these thirty sonnets celebrating Dom José’s Escape in the Tavora 


contra a desejada preciosissima vida, e sagrada real pessoa d’El 
Rey Fidelissimo Nosso Senhor. Dedicadas ao mesmo Senhor por 
Dona Maria da Graga Fortunata C... E comprehendidas nos 
seguintes Sonetos. Que faz imprimir Dona Luiza Aurelia de Thoar, 
amiga da Authora 


Maria [pseud.?] 


Antonio Monteiro 


conspiracy, written by a woman. On September 3, 1758, when D. José was returning from a visit 
to his mistress—one of the aristocratic Tavora family—he was attacked by ruffians and wounded. 
Sebastiao José de Carvalho e Melo, who had earned the king's trust by taking control after the 
Lisbon earthquake in 1755, promptly arrested two men. Under torture they confessed that they 
were following orders from the Tavora family. The prominent members of this family were publicly 
executed, while the others were obliged to profess religious vows. Their lands and other wealth 
were confiscated by the crown; the arms of the Tavoras were destroyed and use of the name 
“Tavora’” forbidden. Historians still debate whether there was such a thing as the “Tavora 
Conspiracy.” The first eighteen sonnets celebrate the fact that D. José is alive and well after the 
assassination attempt. Remarkably, no less than twelve sonnets that follow are addressed to the 
would-be assassins, berating them for their impious plan. Although these are set in smaller type, 
the tactless attention they give to the conspirators may explain why this work is so rare. A final 
sonnet is “em applauso da authora desta obra,” by an anonymous nun, a cousin of the author. 
The licenses of this work date to June, August, and September 1759, the same year as the 
executions 
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8687495 


[Manuscript on the spiritual preparation for the priesthood] 


[Moise, 
Frangois- 
Xavier] 


[Besancon region] 


[1761- 
69] 


8vo. pp. 388, (182-388 blank save for borders, ruling and pagination). Bound in contemporary red 
morocco, gilt with paneled sides and spine, gilt edges, red and white silk endpapers (a pair of 
each, the latter with painted pink borders), broad silk markers, inserted prints. Pink ruled borders 
and pagination. 34 devotional prints (all but two engraved, the others woodcut) bound in. The 
personal record of the spiritual devotions and exercises of a novice priest in pre-Revolutionary 
France, with records of his attendance at several retreats (some Jesuit-run) and his own spiritual 
reflections leading up to the time of his ordination and beyond. Neatly kept in a hand in emulation 
of print, the volume also includes over thirty small-format devotional prints by printers such as 
Englebrecht, Pfeffel and others, some of which appear to be provincial and are likely very rare. 
Among them are at least two bearing added captions indicating they have touched holy relics or 
sites. The spiritual reflections are arrestingly personal, with long sections of self-reproach and 
mortification on the subject of worldly temptation, often involving the perils of contact with 
women. The text forms 13 major sections, describes the teachings received at initiatory retreats 
in early 1761, and encompasses rules for living, spiritual articles (including ‘ce que j’ai a éviter 
pendant toute ma vie’, pp. 79- 91), and regimens of daily, weekly and monthly prayer. While 
instructions for holy living are ubiquitous in contemporary printed manuals, it is comparatively 
rare to find a novice’s responses in such personal terms as here. Doubt and despair are a 
constant theme. Though anonymous, a tiny note, upside down on a final endpaper reads ‘f x 
moise’, allowing a likely attribution of the volume to Frangois-Xavier Moise of Besancon (1742- 
1813), later Bishop of Jura, who is known to have been ordained in 1766, matching precisely the 
dating of the elements of the manuscript 
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8687548 


Relazione del caso infausto delle due Monache convertite uscite dal 
Morfaste]ro di Bologna e trovate strozzate in una cantina 


[Italy] 


[ca. 
1645] 


Manuscript on paper (280x205 mm) made of two loose but consecutive bifolia. Pp. (8) [ro. of p. 
(7) blank, vo. of p. (7) is title page] The recto of p. 7 is a blank, the verso is a blank but for the title 
(‘Report of the inauspicious case of two converted nuns who left the monastery Bologna and 
were found strangled in a cellar’). The anonymous author of the report writes in a rather crude 
and elementary Italian, but he is nevertheless able to tell in detail and with effectiveness this 
sordid crime story, which happened in Bologna in the middle of the 17th century, a century 
famous for its witch hunts and fires lit by the Holy Inquisition. The converted nuns, or converts, 
were young women of humble origins, sometimes former prostitutes (what seems to be the case 
here), who did not take their vows but did humble work inside the convents and wore the white 
veil instead of the black one worn by the professed. Here two converts fled from the convent, 
disguised as men, and assisted by two of the young people with whom they often conversed. The 
two young men are known as the “Bastard” from the noble Ranuzzi family and a certain Gherlini. 
The four of them go straight to the house of a certain Palata, who is a friend of a priest named 
Possente. Palata is renting an apartment adjacent to the house where he lives to Possente, 
Ranuzzi, Gherlini and a certain Bracesi. The purpose of the convivial meeting with the two girls 
seems quite evident. The women of the Palata house, however, driven by curiosity, look through 
the keyhole and “observe what could be observed”. They also recognize one of the two nuns 
called Rossina “before she was converted.” The following morning, everyone in Bologna is 
talking about the two missing nuns who escaped from the convent and who are sought by the 
police. Palata, informed by his wife about what had happened the night before, urges his priest 
friend to bring the nuns back by nightfall. Possenti and Ranuzzi take the girls to different places 
before they reach a cellar where they strangle them with a silk lace and bury them. Thereupon, 
the army garrisoned Bologna for a certain period and occupied several private buildings, 
including the abovementioned cellar. Only after the army allowed the owners to return to their 
homes, the holder of the cellar discovered the bodies. The two nuns are unburied and 
recognized. Possenti is captured and tried, and as a sign of repentance he eats up his lower lip. 
Ranuzzi dies near Orbetello as a member of the French army 
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8688579 


[Manuscript collection of letters, an archiepiscopal edict and 
provisional constitutions related to several Bologna convents] 


(1, 3, 4, 5:] 
Bologna ; [2:] San 
Giovanni in 
Persiceto 


[1:] 270x200 mm, pp. (4), (1), (2). Edict from the archbishop Angelo Rannuzzi curbing excessive 
celebratory expenses by Bolognese nuns, 9 December 1684. Rannuzzi complains about the 
nuns’ habit of giving away food and labor-intensive presents such as paper flowers to the 
attending laity at the occasion of convent feasts. He states that poor nuns felt uneasy because 
their family could not afford to sponsor these edible gifts and that many young girls gave up their 
aspirations to become a nun because of these financial obligations. The archbishop 
substantiates his claims by adding a 2-page copy of a letter from the nuns of S. Maria Nuova of 
Bologna who had turned to ask him to prohibit these expensive gifts. An additional 1-page 
statement of the vicar Giuseppe Musotti confirms the truthfulness of the letter and offers 
suggestions to improve ceremony proceedings. [2:] 275x203 mm, pp. (4). 2 letters on the same 
bifolium, the first in Italian, the second in Latin, sealed with the Carafa coat-of-arms. The nuns of 
the Benedictine convent of San Michele at San Giovanni in Persiceto (near Bologna) beg the 
cardinals of the Congregation of the Council of Trent to give them a loan of 800 scudi to buy 
wheat to get by until the next harvest to compensate for the disappointing crops of the monastic 
farms of the present year. The cardinals thereupon handed over the execution of their resolution 
(signed by Petrus Aloysius Card. Carafa) to the archbishop of Bologna Albergati Ludovisi. Given 
the calamitous times, the nuns were only assigned a loan of 500 Roman scudi. [3:] 280x210 mm, 
pp. 4. Letter from the nuns of an unspecified convent in Bologna (probably that of Santa Chiara) 
to a “Most Eminent and Most Reverend Lord,” likely Archbishop Niccolo Albergati Ludovisi, in 
which they ask, in accordance with the Tridentine decrees, to get a confessor who shares the 
same religious rule. [4:] 293x204 mm, pp. (4). Two holes on the lower outer margin of the 
bifolium with minimal loss to text. Provisional constitutions for the nuns of the Convent of Santa 
Chiara in Bologna regulating many aspects of the daily life of nuns, including fasting, discipline, 
cilice wearing, food, sleep, the parlatory, finances and the Communion. [5:] 266x198 mm, p. (4) 
{last 3 blank]. Letter of Antonia Pagella, Abbess of S. Chiara in Bologna, to a high prelate, 
probable the dean of the College, Cardinal Niccolé Albergati Ludovisi, to claim the interests on 
the bonds of the “Monti Camerali” of the convent, the Vatican treasure bonds that the nuns had 
not collected since 1653. The abbess planned to reinvest these interests to secure a stable 
income for the convent 


160 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


8690873 | Representacion De la Vida del Bienaventurado P. F. Juan de la de la Brussels : Por 1678 Small 4to. pp. (2), 3-315, (5), engraved title page and 78 full-page engravings in text (of which 29 
Cruz Primer Carmelita Descalgo Por el R. P. F. Gaspar de la Annunciacion, Pedro van Pée in contemporary hand-color). Bound in contemporary calf with gilt title and ornaments on spine. 
Annunciacion Religioso de la mesma orden. Scena Vite, B. P. F. Gaspar ; Extremely rare first edition of this copiously-illustrated biography of Juan de la Cruz (1542-1591), 
Joannis a Cruce Primi Carmelite excalceati Bouttats, the first male Discalced Carmelite and a close companion of Teresa de Avila. While Teresa had 

Gaspar (engr.) been beatified and canonized in record time in 1614/1622, no other members of her reformed 
order were accorded the same treatment until the 19th century with the exception of de la Cruz - 
whose beatification in 1675 evidently prompted the composition of the present work in the 
Spanish Low Countries, where the Discalced Carmelites had taken a firm hold. The text and 
program of illustration in the present biography give a well-rounded account of Juan’s early 
upbringing, religious experiences, and of course his time spent with Teresa and his close 
involvement in the earliest Discalced Carmelite convents 

8690877 | Exercicio Eucaristico, 6 Visitas al S[erenisi]mo Sacramento y la de Ligorio, Madrid : Por Don 1803 8vo. pp. (8), 9-269, (1). Lacking final blank. Bound in contemporary tree calf with gilt title label on 
Virgen Maria, para cada Dia del Mes, en la Solemne Oracion de las_ | Alfonso Gerénimo Ortega spine; contemporary bookseller’s label (Libreria Hurtado, calle de la Carretas [Madrid]) on 
Quarenta Horas. Su Autor el Il[ustrisiJmo y R[everendisi]mo Sr. D. (Liguori, pastedown. Extremely rare sole edition (second recorded copy worldwide) of this translation by a 
Alfonso de Ligurio, Obispo de Sta. Agata de Goti, y Rector mayor Alfonso) ; de Spanish nun of a popular liturgical and devotional manual by the Italian preacher Alfonso Liguori 
de la Congregacion del S[erenisi]mo Redentor. Traducelos del Cordoba y (1696-1787). Unlike most ‘convent culture’ productions, the present work bears no indication that 


Italiano, y dedicalos a Maria Santisima de la Paz, Sor Maria de 
Cérdoba y Pacheco, Religiosa Francisca en el Monasterio de N. 
Sra. De la Paz de la Ciudad de Malaga 


Pacheco, Maria 
(trans.) 


it was intended for consumption by Sor Maria de Cordoba y Pacheco’s fellow nuns; rather her 
preface ‘al lector’ commends the practice of the Forty Hours oration — by which one could earn 
an 80-day indulgence — to anyone. Little seems to be known of the author. Sor Maria was from a 
noble family (her father was Don Diego Fernandez de Cordoba Lasso de la Vega y Mansanilla, 
Third Marques del Vado de Maestre), and served as Abbess of the Franciscan Convento de 
Nuestra Sefiora de la Paz in Malaga (Andalucia) for 33 years. Sor Maria adds a dedication to Our 
Lady of Peace, the patron of her convent, as well as a foreword to the reader excusing her 
translation skills. The body of the work appears to be a faithful translation from Liguori’s Pensieri 
ed Affetti Divoti nelle Visite al Santissimo Sacramento (first published in Naples, 1748, but oft- 
reprinted), and includes frequent Latin passages from Scripture, which she leaves untranslated - 
probably indicating her facility with that language as well. An earlier (1786) Italian-to-Spanish 
translation by Sor Maria was initially rejected by the Censor 
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8690878 


La Vie de Soeur Catherine de Jesus, Religieuse de Ordre de 
nostre Dame du mont Carmel, estably en France, selon la 
Reformation de saincte Terese de Jesus. Decedée au Convent du 
mesme Ordre, dit de la Mere de Dieu, en la ville de Paris, le 19. 
Fevrier 1623 [Bound with: ] Lettres aux Religieuses de l’Ordre de 
Nostre Dame du Mont-Carmel, Erigé en France selon la premiere 
Observance. Par Monseigneur L'Illustrissime & Reverendissime 
Cardinal de Berulle, leur Superieur & Visiteur 


de Saint- 
Joseph, 
Madeleine ; de 
Bérulle, Pierre 


Paris : Chez 
Fiacre Dehors 


1626 ; 
1628 


[1:] 8vo. pp. (2), 3-139. Bound in with supplementary material from the 1641 edition, paginated 
135-231, (17). Extremely rare second edition (first, 1625) of the first biography of a celebrated 
early 17th-century female mystic, Catherine de Jesus (1589-1623) composed by her convent 
companion Madeleine de Saint-Joseph (1578-1637). Catherine started experiencing visions from 
a young age, practiced ascetism and, was admitted to the Parisian Discalced Carmelite convent 
in 1608. In 1617 she was invited to assist in the founding of the Convent of the Mother of God by 
Mére Madeleine de Saint Joseph herself, but died a few years later after an extended illness. 
This short biography, here without dedication, table of contents, approbations, or licenses, might 
have been hastily produced. Catherine’s mystical experiences as described in the book seem to 
have been controversial in France and beyond (cf Heyd, "Be Sober and Reasonable": The 
Critique of Enthusiasm in the Seventeenth and Early Eighteenth Centuries, pp. 74-75). The 1626 
printed volume was bound up with supplementary material from the 1641 edition, including 
Catherine’s letters and a diary for the years 1612-1613. Perhaps the sheets of the first edition 
were re-used by the printer, although no other copies like this are recorded. [2:]. 8vo. pp. (2), 3- 
52; 193, (1). Bound in late 18th century or early 19th century quarter calf over blue pasteboards, 
with later gilt title-label on spine. 19th century stamp of Haltenbergstetten Castle (Baden- 
Wurttemburg) on title page. Extremely rare sole edition of Cardinal Bérulle’s (1575-1629) letters 
to French Carmelite nuns, for whom he served as spiritual advisor and confessor. According to 
An Anthology of Christian Mysticism (Egan, 1991, pp. 481-2), Bérulle “was embroiled in the so- 
called vows controversy because of his attempt to impose upon Carmelite nuns and the 
Oratorians special vows of servitude to Mary and Jesus”, but successfully managed to defend 
himself 
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Disinganni per Vivere, e Morir bene [, Sopra le cinque Parole di S. 
Paolo Apostolo Commentate per I'Angelico Dottore S. Tomaso E 
dichiarate Dal minimo Scalzo Carmelitano R. P. F. Francesco della 
Croce Con dottrine della Sua Serafica Madre Santa Teresa di 
Giesu, E con esempii della sua Religione. Prima in lingua Spagnola, 
€ poi con aggianta nell'ltaliana, abellite con diverse Lumine, divise 
in cinque Libri] Dedicati All’Eminentissimo Principe il Signor 
Cardinale Altieri Protettore de’ Carmelitani Scalzi 


della Croce, 
Francesco [de 
la Cruz, 
Francisco] 


Naples : Presso 
Giuseppe Roselli 


1687 
[engr.], 
1690 
[ttle 
page] 


First of 5 vols, in 8vo. pp. (24), 520, (24), including added engraved title page and 13 full-page 
engraved plates. Bound in contemporary gilt-stamped vellum, all edges gilt. Early inscription of 
the Discalced Augustinian Convento of San Nicola Tolentino in Rome on title page; small red 
stamps on rear endpaper of St. Hyacinth Seminary, Granby, Massachusetts. These volumes use 
the lives of St. Teresa and her followers to provide spiritual guidance on Heaven, Hell, Purgatory, 
Death, and Divine Judgement. The engraved title page shows St. Paul holding a quotation from 
his own Vita, with on his right St. Thomas Aquinas and on his left St. Teresa, quill and ink-pot at 
the ready. The first dedication in Vol 1 is to Cardinal Altieri, “Protettore de’ Carmelitani Scalzi” in 
Naples; it has curiously been inserted on slightly smaller paperstock with its own signature 
between a1 and a2 in the existing prelims, and is perhaps not found in all copies. Following a 
note to the reader from Cruz is a further dedication to the Virgin Mary, “Signora, e Madre de’ 
Carmelitani.” Cruz’s work adapts the teachings of St Paul the Apostle and Thomas Aquinas’ 
accompanying commentary to the tenets of Teresa of Avila’s famously personal religion, offering 
a pastoral guide for novitiates, full-fledged members of the Order, and other interested persons. 
The anecdotes concern St. Teresa, her (mostly female) followers, and the founding of her 
convents. The work forms an atypical luxurious production, with extensive illustration, enhanced 
by an unusual use of “speech bubbles” in the manner of modern cartoons. Cruz’s work was 
initially published in Spanish in an unillustrated and much abbreviated format in 1680 and was 
translated to satisfy the demand of literature in both Spanish and Italian in Naples. Naples’ brief 
status as a Spanish dominion may have contributed to the success of the Discalced Carmelites 
there 


Disinganni per Vivere, e Morir bene, Secondo Parola dell'Apostolo 
S. Paolo Timenda Applicata al Giuditio di Dio. Dal Padre F. 
Francesco della Croce Carmelitano Scalzo. E Dedicata Al 
Zelantissimo Patriarca, e Profeta Santo Elia Fondatore della 
Religione Carmelitana 


della Croce, 
Francesco [de 
la Cruz, 
Francisco] 


Naples : Presso 
Giuseppe Roselli 


1687 


Second of 5 vols, in 8vo. pp. (10), 11-528, (26), [3 integral blanks], including 10 full-page 
engraved plates. Bound in contemporary gilt-stamped vellum, all edges gilt. Early inscription of 
the Discalced Augustinian Convento of San Nicola Tolentino in Rome on title page; small red 
stamps on rear endpaper of St. Hyacinth Seminary, Granby, Massachusetts. These volumes use 
the lives of St. Teresa and her followers to provide spiritual guidance on Heaven, Hell, Purgatory, 
Death, and Divine Judgement. Cruz’s work adapts the teachings of St Paul the Apostle and 
Thomas Aquinas’ accompanying commentary to the tenets of Teresa of Avila’s famously 
personal religion, offering a pastoral guide for novitiates, full-fledged members of the Order, and 
other interested persons. The anecdotes concern St. Teresa, her (mostly female) followers, and 
the founding of her convents. The work forms an atypical luxurious production, with extensive 
illustration, enhanced by an unusual use of “speech bubbles” in the manner of modern cartoons. 
Cruz's work was initially published in Spanish in an unillustrated and much abbreviated format in 
1680 and was translated to satisfy the demand of literature in both Spanish and Italian in Naples. 
Naples’ brief status as a Spanish dominion may have contributed to the success of the Discalced 
Carmelites there 
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8690887 | Disinganni per Vivere, e Morir bene, Terza Parola dell'Apostolo S. della Croce, Naples : Presso 1689 Third of 5 vols, in 8vo. pp. (10), 592, (30), including 10 full-page engraved plates. Bound in 
3 Paolo Vitanda Applicata all'inferno. Dal Padre F. Francesco della Francesco [de Giuseppe Roselli contemporary gilt-stamped vellum, all edges gilt. Early inscription of the Discalced Augustinian 
Croce Carmelitano Scalzo. E Dedicata Alla Serafica Madre S. la Cruz, Convento of San Nicola Tolentino in Rome on title page; small red stamps on rear endpaper of 
Teresa di Giesu Fondatrice della Religione de’ Scalzi del Carmine Francisco] St. Hyacinth Seminary, Granby, Massachusetts. Cruz’s work adapts the teachings of St Paul the 
Apostle and Thomas Aquinas’ accompanying commentary to the tenets of Teresa of Avila’s 
famously personal religion, offering a pastoral guide for novitiates, full-fledged members of the 
Order, and other interested persons. The anecdotes concern St. Teresa, her (mostly female) 
followers, and the founding of her convents. The work forms an atypical luxurious production, 
with extensive illustration, enhanced by an unusual use of “speech bubbles” in the manner of 
modern cartoons. Cruz's work was initially published in Spanish in an unillustrated and much 
abbreviated format in 1680 and was translated to satisfy the demand of literature in both Spanish 
and Italian in Naples. Naples’ brief status as a Spanish dominion may have contributed to the 
success of the Discalced Carmelites there 
8690887 | Disinganni per Vivere, e Morir bene, Quarta Parola dell'Apostolo S. | della Croce, Naples : Presso 1691 Forth of 5 vols, in 8vo. pp. (8), 608, (32), including 10 full-page engraved plates. Bound in 
4 Paolo Credenda Applicata al Purgatorio. Dal Padre Fr. Francesco Francesco [de Giuseppe Roselli contemporary gilt-stamped vellum, all edges gilt. Early inscription of the Discalced Augustinian 
della Croce Carmelitano Scalzo. E dedicata Alle SS. Anime del la Cruz, Convento of San Nicola Tolentino in Rome on title page; small red stamps on rear endpaper of 
Purgatorio Francisco] St. Hyacinth Seminary, Granby, Massachusetts. These volumes use the lives of St. Teresa and 


her followers to provide spiritual guidance on Heaven, Hell, Purgatory, Death, and Divine 
Judgement. Cruz's work adapts the teachings of St Paul the Apostle and Thomas Aquinas’ 
accompanying commentary to the tenets of Teresa of Avila’s famously personal religion, offering 
a pastoral guide for novitiates, full-fledged members of the Order, and other interested persons. 
The anecdotes concern St. Teresa, her (mostly female) followers, and the founding of her 
convents. The work forms an atypical luxurious production, with extensive illustration, enhanced 
by an unusual use of “speech bubbles” in the manner of modern cartoons. Cruz’s work was 
initially published in Spanish in an unillustrated and much abbreviated format in 1680 and was 
translated to satisfy the demand of literature in both Spanish and Italian in Naples. Naples’ brief 
status as a Spanish dominion may have contributed to the success of the Discalced Carmelites 
there 
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8690887 
5 


Disinganni per Vivere, e Morir bene. Quinta Parola dell'Apostolo S. 
Paolo Speranda Applicata al Cielo Dal Padre Fr. Francesco della 
Croce Carmelitano Scalzo. E dedicata Al B. Giovanni della Croce 


della Croce, 
Francesco [de 
la Cruz, 
Francisco] 


Naples : Presso 
Giuseppe Roselli 


1690 


Fifth of 5 vols, in 8vo. pp. (8), 700, (24), including 10 full-page engraved plates. Bound in 
contemporary gilt-stamped vellum, all edges gilt. Early inscription of the Discalced Augustinian 
Convento of San Nicola Tolentino in Rome on title page; small red stamps on rear endpaper of 
St. Hyacinth Seminary, Granby, Massachusetts. These volumes use the lives of St. Teresa and 
her followers to provide spiritual guidance on Heaven, Hell, Purgatory, Death, and Divine 
Judgement. Cruz's work adapts the teachings of St Paul the Apostle and Thomas Aquinas’ 
accompanying commentary to the tenets of Teresa of Avila’s famously personal religion, offering 
a pastoral guide for novitiates, full-fledged members of the Order, and other interested persons. 
The anecdotes concern St. Teresa, her (mostly female) followers, and the founding of her 
convents. The work forms an atypical luxurious production, with extensive illustration, enhanced 
by an unusual use of “speech bubbles” in the manner of modern cartoons. Cruz’s work was 
initially published in Spanish in an unillustrated and much abbreviated format in 1680 and was 
translated to satisfy the demand of literature in both Spanish and Italian in Naples. Naples’ brief 
status as a Spanish dominion may have contributed to the success of the Discalced Carmelites 
there 


8690904 


De I'Institut des Carmelites reformées par Ste. Therese. Ouvrage 
trés-utile a toutes les Communautés de Filles, pour y maintenir 
esprit de priére & de recuéillement 


Dadine 
d’Hauteserre, 
Jean-Baptiste 


Bar-Le-Duc : Chez 
Richard Briflot, 
Imprimeur-Libraire 


1739 


8vo. pp. xv, (i), 286, (6). Contemporary speckled calf, spine and front hinge neatly repaired. 
Contemporary title inscription ‘Pour l'usage de Carmelites Montauban.’ Only edition of this 
vernacular manual governing the nuns of the Discalced Carmelites—the sisters’ vows, daily 
routines, liturgy, administration, medical care, manual labor, devotional practices and acceptable 
recreations, including a kind of treasure hunt and two chapters on reading books. The work is 
dedicated to Catherine Opalifski (1680-1747), Queen of Poland and Duchess of Lorraine, in 
whose jurisdiction the Institute appeared. Next is an unsigned, longer dedication to Marguerite de 
Saint Joseph, abbess of the Discalced Carmelites of Montauban, at whose request Hauteserre 
wrote the text. It is unclear why a book commissioned and executed in the southwest of France 
was printed 470 miles to the east in the independent Duchy of Lorraine. Perhaps the connection 
was the Bar-le-Duc Carmelite house close to Briflot's printing shop 
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8690906 


Manuel de Prieres dédiées a la trés Sainte Vierge Mere de Dieu. 
Tirées de la Tradition de l’Eglise et des meilleurs livres et Auteurs 


[France (Alpes de 
Provence?)] 


[After 
1738] 


12mo. 316 irregularly paginated ff.: pp. (14), 1-320, (16), 321-494, I-L, ff. LI-LIII, pp. (22 [of which 
12 blank except for double rule border and the rubrics for a table for each day of the week on 4 
pages]). Pagination not including 16 plates. Manuscript on paper, double-rule page borders 
throughout, a few passages in a different, smaller hand. Illustrated with 25 richly hand-colored 
engravings, including 2 printed on textile (possibly silk), of which 18 mounted or inset, several 
including engraved text on versos; and appr. 65 vivid watercolor drawings, most of flowers. 
Contemporary mottled calf. This French prayer book is a fine example of a “hybrid” book in which 
printed graphic material is used to supplement a manuscript text and its hand-drawn illustrations 
or ornamentation. The first and longest part of the text is completely devoted to Mary and 
contains prayers. This first section is illustrated with engravings of the Crucifixion, Madonna and 
Child, Annunciation, St. Anne and the Virgin, Assumption, two similar emblematic engravings of 
the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, one of the Holy Family, printed on silk or a different textile, 
and an engraving of Our Lady of the Rosary. The remainder of the text contains a broader variety 
of devotional texts. The final prayer is addressed to St. Donat (d. 535), the hermit of Sisteron, 
patron saint against lightning, permitting a localization of the manuscript to the Provengal Alpes 
or Dauphiné. A minority of the engravings bear imprints, while the unsigned illustrations of this 
section appear to be from the same series. All of them were evidently issued by print publishers 
as self-standing popular prints (rather than book illustrations), testifying to a common use of such 
small devotional engravings and embodying the material integration of print into a still vibrant 
popular devotional scribal culture. The final section of the manuscript also includes images of and 
references to a recently-deceased mendicant priest, Benoit Labre (1748-83), with phenomenal 
popular appeal in France and Italy on the eve of the Revolution because he incarnated both 
traditional religious sensibility and a popular attention for novelty and “the news,” which would 
explode in the political arena a few years later 
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8695783 


Le livre de la discipline damour divine contenant x [chapitres] La 
repeticion de la disciple co[njtenant v [chapitres] Asce[n]sus 
purpureus media charitate co[n]stratus: propter filias Hierusalem 


Paris : [Guillaume 
de Bossozel, 
Regnault 
Chaudiére] 


[1537] 


8vo. ff. (8), 175, (1). 19th-century half calf, ex libris d'Arthur Brdlemann. The original text dates 
from somewhere in the 1470s. Four printed editions in Paris (Simon Vostre [no date]; Regnault 
Chaudiére, 1519; Symon de Colines, 1537; and Vincent Sortenas, 1538), all of which are 
exceedingly rare, show that the work was very popular in the sixteenth century. The present 
edition is a reissue of the one from 1519 (see colophon; two other recorded copies, BNF and 
Plantin Moretus Museum). The text is a mystical treatise on divine love, written for a community 
of nuns. According to the prologue, the work was composed in the 'monastere des celestins de 
nostre dame dambert es forestz dorleans’. The word ‘disciple’ is in the feminine form and the 
whole book is dedicated to a nun. It strongly contrasts with the vapid sentiments present in other 
texts of that age that were typically produced for female use. The book has a prologue and ten 
chapters presenting the seven stages of ‘annihilation’ which the Soul goes through on its path to 
Oneness with God through Love. The inspiration for this work was not only found in orthodox 
mystical treatises on the love of God, but also ina much more controversial mystical text, the 
Mirror of Simple Souls by Marguerite Porete who was burned at the stake 
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8695784 


Para mayor Gloria de Dios. S. Christina la Admirable, abogada para 
la hora de la muerte. Su vida, y sus maravillas, para bien de las 
almas. La escribe por voto el P. Joseph Tercero, Sacerdote, de la 
Compaiiia de Jesus. Y la dedica a el Sefior D. Francisco Ignacio de 
Erauso, Dignissimo Prebendado de la Santa Iglesia Cathedral de la 
Puebla de los Angeles. Segunda impression. A expensas de un 
Devoto de la Sta 


Tercero, 
Joseph 
(Tercero, José) 


Cordoba : En 
Cordoba: En el 
Colegio de N. Sra. 
de la Assumpcion, 
por Juan Pedro 
Crespo 


[ca. 
1737- 
1749] 


8vo. pp. (22) 152 (2). Title page with decorative borders, including a version of the Aldus leaf, 
crosses, manicules, and moon faces. Some further decoration in text. Bound in contemporary 
vellum. Rare edition of a work originally written and published in Puebla, Mexico, 1726, and 
printed here with its Mexican licenses and approbations, this is the first printing in Spain of this 
Spanish-language life of Christina the Astonishing (1150-1224), a holy woman from the Low 
Countries. After having suffered a major seizure at age 21, Christina rose from the death at her 
funeral. Afterward, she lived as an extreme ascetic who choose to perform penance to save the 
souls of sinners. Miraculously, her self-inflicted torture always left her physically unharmed. 
Christina was incarcerated twice because of her strange behavior but spent the last period of her 
life in the Benedictine convent of St. Catherine near Sint-Truiden, where she was held in high 
esteem. The author of the present biography is José Tercero (1670/75-1730), a Jesuit born in 
Cordoba and sent to Mexico. The Cérdoba-based printer of this reissue, Juan Pedro Crespo y 
Molina, was active between 1737 and 1756 (CCPB). An ownership inscription on the title page 
states: “Es de Dn. Juan Ignacio de Fuentes y San Llorente’. To the verso, a different writer adds, 
“d[ic]ho D. Juan costed esta impresion segun tuve noticia por mi tia Dofia Juana de Navas en el 
afio de 1766.” Apparently, Fuentes, a cathedral and convent chaplain from Cérdoba, had paid for 
the printing of this edition. On 29 August 1749, Fuentes was promoted to canon of the cathedral. 
This might offer a clue about this edition’s end date since Fuentes does not add this prestigious 
title 
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8695785 | La Pomme de Grenade Mystique ou Institution d’une Vierge Crespet, Pierre | Paris : Chez 1595 8vo. ff. (20), 297, (15). Woodcut headpieces and initials. Contemporary laced-case binding of 
Chrestienne, & de l'Ame devote, qui faict profession de la vie Guillaume de la stiffened vellum. Inscriptions to title page: “Estienne de Baudouin’, and in same hand, “Ex dono 
continente, & de l’estat de perfection, pour se disposer a Noue Fratris Stephani Baudouini” and “De Paris”. Later inscription: “Des Celestins de Paris”. 
l'advenement de son Espoux Jesus Christ, de l’appareil, racueil, Contemporary MS notes to ff.e.p. ro., f, 151 vo. and 152 ro., final e.p. vo. and final pastedown. 
traictement, giste, & logis que elle luy doit preparer. Plus un Third edition (first: 1586). This lightly annotated copy was owned by the library of the monastery 
discours de la source, vertu & efficace du jubilé avec un devot of the author, the Celestine Pierre Crespet, 1543-1594, as a gift from a monk who probably 
exercice pour la recollection du soir & du matin. Avec la Table des belonged to the same institution. Crespet was prior of his monastery, a noted demonologist and 
matieres plus notables y contenués par bon ordre. Par V. P. F. P. supporter of the Catholic League of France during the French Wars of Religion. The work is 
Crespet Prieur des Celestins de Paris. Troisieme edition. Reveu, dedicated to Madame Louise de Lorraine d’Aumale, a princess and prior of the abbey of Notre 
corrigé, & augmenté par le mesme Autheur Dame de Soissons. Besides the prefatory letter, the author and other writers provide eight 

sonnets to the dedicatee. The instruction book for nuns explores the nun’s spiritual marriage with 
Christ in 15 chapters, ending with spiritual exercises. It is interesting that, given its intended 
audience of female religious, in fact their male counterparts were reading this book. The present 
copy contains later bookplates of Mary Barbara Hales (1835-1885), a pioneer in the English 
Catholic revival, and St. Augustine's Abbey, Ramsgate. Hales was born in Boulogne to a French 
mother and an heiress to an English landed estate. She took vows at the Paris Carmelite and 
subsequently founded a Carmelite convent on her English property. After this venture failed, she 
abandoned her vows and donated her estate to the Benedictine monks of Ramsgate, probably 
together with the present volume 

8695786 | [Papal letter of indulgence] Serristori, Rome [1551- | Single sheet of vellum, 49.7 cms. x 35 cms., first line with text ‘Beatissime Pater’ in red, blue and 

Bartolomeo 1555] gold, with armorial of papal signatura in red, gold and grey. Further red, blue and gold decoration 


to left of the summary at the bottom, with signatures on the right. Docketing to verso, and 
inscription here of Ch. Rodriguez, corrector. A good example of the continued use of manuscript 
in the age of print for the production of official documents, this beautifully illuminated letter of 
indulgence granting several privileges to Philippe de Saint Paul, Charles de Saint Paul and 
Francois de la Sarre, noblemen of the diocese of Chartres. The grant also extends to a group of 
four or five respectable women who would be allowed to visit any convent four times a year and 
speak to the nuns there. The indulgence is written in the form of a petition, which is then granted, 
with the signature of Bartolomeo Serristori, papal referendary and Cardinal Archbishop of Trani 
(1551-1555). It was probably given under the authority of Julius Ill. The attractive illumination was 
probably added after the indulgence was granted 
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8695787 | Libro del amigo y del amado contenido en el cap. CVII del libro Llull, Ramon [Palma de 1749 8vo. pp. 128. Block of printed decoration to head of p. 5, including asterisks, crosses and 
intitulado Blanquerna, compuesto en lengua Lemosina por el Mallorca] : En la manicules. Bound in contemporary vellum, hoop and bead fasteners intact. First edition of the 
Iluminado Doctor y Martir invictissimo Beato Raymundo Lulio, Oficina de la ‘Book of the Lover and the Beloved’ in Castilian, predating any separate printing in the original 
traducido en lengua Espafola por un devoto del Santo, y reducido Viuda Frau, Catalan. The ‘Book’ is a mystical work that is found inside the ‘Blanquerna’, a late-thirteenth- 
en este pequefio Volumen a utilidad publica Impressora de la century novel by the prolific philosopher Ramon Llull (1232-1316). The same version of the text 
Real Audiencia appeared in a Castilian-language edition of the whole ‘Blanquerna’, also produced in the same 
year by the printer of the present volume, Maria, widow of Jerdnimo Frau. In a note to the 
readers, this widow, who was active in Palma de Mallorca from 1729-1754, promoted a 
commentary on the ‘Book of the Lover and the Beloved’ by a Dominican nun, Sor Ana Maria del 
Santisimo Sacramento (1649-1700). This two-volume commentary was finally published in 1760 
by Maria Frau’s heir Ignacio (d.1762). The Frau press, and the Majorcan printing industry in 
general, was engaged in promoting the canonization of Llull, who was born on the island. A life of 
Sor Ana Maria, who was a devotee of the philosopher, had been published in Majorca in 1741 
8695789 | Cérémonies De L'Eglise Qui Sobservent [sic] Dans Le Choeur Des _ | Soeur St. Jean | Grenade-sur- 1754 Ato. pp. (2) 114 (6). Bound in contemporary marbled calf, decorated cover borders, spine gilt, 


Religieuses Ursulines De L’Ordre De Saint Augustin 


Garonne 


morocco label (probably originally green) stamped in gilt, slight loss at head of spine. Book of 
chants with music for the Ursuline convent of Grenade-sur-Garonne, written out by a nun, “Soeur 
St. Jean,” who was likely a school teacher, as the Ursuline sisters of Grenade ran a school 
attended by about sixty girls. Soeur St. Jean used several colors and stencils, and had the book 
nicely bound. While the manuscript is well made, and the hand extremely clear, the contrast 
between an attractive ‘DIY’ elegance of the manuscript and the professional binding is obvious. 
The music in the present book was sang during vestition and profession ceremonies, on St 
Joseph's day, Candlemas, Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, Easter 
Sunday, and funerals. The colors of the decorations reflect the tone of the day — the vestition and 
profession ceremonies and Easter days are announced with bright colors, while the headings for 
Good Friday and funerals are surrounded by a black decoration. Soeur St. Jean often used 
factotum initials, well known from printing, where a plain capital letter is placed within a 
decorative border. The convent of Grenade was founded by Ursuline sisters from Toulouse in 
1626 and was suppressed in 1793 
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8699205 


Lettres Edifiantes Ecrites pour la Consolation de Deux Religieuses 
Persécutées [accompanied by manuscript notes] 


France 


1753 
(print) ; 
{until 
1764 
(manus 
cript 
notes)] 


170 x 100 mm, pp. (8 [in manuscript]), 47 [in print], 48-320 [in manuscript]. Bound in 
contemporary stiff vellum. After having been gravely damaged in the early 18th century by the 
excesses of the Convulsionaries, the Jansenism movement could rebuild itself in the 1750s 
despite fierce Jesuit opposition. The anonymous author of the present manuscript notes bears 
witness of this renaissance (pp. 64-68) in the midst of the controversy surrounding the refusal of 
the last sacraments to Jansenists (p. 4). The Jansenist were able to gain the sympathy of the 
public opinion and the Parliament defended their revendication. Jansenist authors considered all 
religious who fought against the papal bull Unigenitus, which had condemned their movement in 
1713, as perfect martyrs and archetypical disciples of Truth. The author of the manuscript, 
inspired by the 17th-century theologist Pasquier Quesnel, calls religious to practice patience and 
self-denial, and accept to suffering to ward off the attacks of their enemies (p. 270). The 
manuscript notes following the ‘Lettres édifiantes’ offers a broad view on the Jansenist 
controversy in the 17th century, including the correspondence of, i.a., the theologist Pierre 
Nicole, Port-Royal’s doctor Jean Hamon, Jean, Bishop of Aulonne, Nicolas Letourneux, 
Sébastien-Joseph Du Camboust de Pontchasteau, and the Bishop of Alet Nicolas Pavillon. On 
pp. 75-91, the author pays tribute to the priest, theologist, philosopher and mathematician 
Antoine Arnauld (1612-1694), brother of Angélique et Agnés Arnauld, the first abbesses of Port- 
Royal. The author also brings up Nicolas Malebranche (1638-1715) (p. 71), the priest, theologist 
and philosopher who had several disputes with Antoine Amauld about the relationship between 
theology and metaphysics. The manuscript ends with a note on the priest Charles Tabourin 
(1677-1762), who founded free charitable schools inspired by Jansenism which, according to the 
clandestine Jansenist weekly issue of November 19 1764, caused him to live in exile between 
1721 and 1733. The author of the present work was, without doubt, an erudite 18th-century 
Jansenist preacher inspired by the apologetical work of Jéréme Besoigne, Histoire de l’'abbaye 
de Port-Royal (Cologne, 1752, 6 vol.) 
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8709409 | Historia delle Sante Vergini Romane, con varie annotationi e con Gallonio, Rome : Presso 1591 4to. pp. (2 (blank)), (6), 350, (26). Woodcut device to colophon, woodcut initials and ornaments 
alcune vite brevi de’ Santi Parenti loro, e de’ gloriosi martiri Papiae |) Antonio Ascanio, e throughout, 58 half-page copper-engraved illustrations within orate borders. Bound in 
Mauro, soldati Romani. Opera di Antonio Gallonio Romano Prete Girolamo contemporary limp vellum. A few early manuscript corrections to pagination. Armorial stamp on 
della Congregatione dell'Oratorio Donangeli title page, which indicates that the book had been collected by Giovanni Francesco Albani 
[Appresso (1649-1721), later pope Clement XI, and his nephew Alessandro (1692-1779) for their family 
Giacomo library. Manuscript shelf mark on preliminary blank. Twentieth-century private collector's 
Ruffinelli, Ad bookplate on upper pastedown. The present work is the only book among Gallonio’s 
instanza di hagiographic collections to explicitly address female martyrs. It was published shortly before his 
Girolamo better-known ‘Trattato de gli intrumenti di martirio.’ While the original Italian version and the Latin 
Donangeli] translation of the Trattato was widely disseminated, the Historia delle Sante Vergini was never 
reprinted, despite its equally extensive and assiduous research and arguably more accomplished 
engravings. The beautiful, often disturbing, engravings depicting scenes of martyrdom and 
torture of various early Christian female saints are attributed to Antonio Tempesta (1555-1630). 
Gallonio’s book was commissioned by Saint Philip Neri, founder of Gallioni’s own Congregation 
of the Oratory, and was primarily aimed at young women of the Roman aristocracy to provide 
them with moral examples of Christian virtues and to encourage them to embrace monastic life 
8709410 | La Monaca Instruita. O’ sia Particolare Instruzione per una Religiosa | Epebert da Genoa : Per 1694 8vo. pp. (16), 382, (2 blank). Engraved emblematic vignette to title depicting two dogs chasing a 
per vivere nella Religione santamente, e discretamente Composta Castro, Antonio Casamara porcupine, allegorical engraving facing p. 1, woodcut initials. Bound in contemporary stiff vellum. 
dal suo P. Confessore Giacinto Epebert da Castro Giacinto 18th-century inscription on title page ‘Delle vergini da SSma. Purificatione Savona’, with similar 
[Giacinto inscriptions to endpapers, including ‘questo libro e delle Monache Gesuitte nel Monasterio della 
Perpera, SS Purificazione,’ referring to the convent of the Suore della Purificazione, founded in 1666 in 
pseud.] Savona by four young women who wanted to create a female equivalent of the Jesuit Order. 


Their congregation became one of the first non-cloistered female orders, mainly dedicated to the 
education and spiritual instruction of young women. The present work treats prayer in much 
detail but also covers topics such as obedience, chastity, poverty, confession, the Eucharist, the 
divine office, mortification, the refectory, the dormitory, conversation, and silence. The allegorical 
engraving facing p. 1 depicts a woman wearing what appears to be a nun’s habit, holding a 
broken set of scales, one plate laden with jewels and books in ornate bindings, while the second, 
with two instruments of flagellation, lies on the floor. The image is accompanied by the motto 
‘staterae ordo non transiliendus’, and seems to indicate that the benefits of religious life exceed 
all wealth. The work is authored by the Piedmont-native Oratorian Giacinto Perpera (d. 1700), 
who published several works in Latin and Italian, often under the pseudonym ‘Eperbert.’ Perpera 
joined the Congregation of the Oratory of Saint Philip Neri in 1663, serving for several years as 
the provost of the oratory at Genoa. While only a few copies of the 1695 are recorded, the 
present copy is the only known 1694 edition. Its imprimatur date ‘1693. 11. Decembris’ on p. 382 
is absent from the 1695 edition 
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8709411 | Regole, o siano constituzioni da osservarsi dalle terziarie dell’Ordine | [Sisters of the Brescia : Dalle 1763 4to. pp. 60. woodcut vignette to title, tailpiece, initial, in unbound sheets, cut and folded. An 
de’ servi, proposte alle stesse da un religioso del medesimo ordine | Third Order of Stampe di apparently unrecorded set of regulations addressed to the Sisters of the Third Order of Servites 
Servites] Giambatista in northern Italy, founded in 1305 by Juliana Falconieri from Florence, whose uncle was one of 
Bossini the seven founders of the Servite Order. These women, the ‘Mantellate,’ named after their white 
veil, were devoted to care for the sick. At Brescia, they occupied the Convento della Santissina 
Annunciata of Rovato. The ‘Regole’ cover the divine office, the Mass, the office of the dead, 
fasting, confession, silence, the refectory, poverty, chastity, obedience, the maintenance of good 
relations between the sisters, voting, the infirmary, the admission of new members to the order, 
education, the Prioress and her deputy, and the gatekeeper 
8721118 | Abregé des vies des principaux fondateurs des religions de l’eglise, | Binet, Estienne | Antwerp : Chez 1634 200 x 165 mm. pp. 300, (4). First and only edition. 19th-century blue morocco by W. Pratt. With 


representez dans le choeur de l’Abbaie de S. Lambert de Liessies 
en Haynaut: Avec les Maximes spirituelles de chaque Fondateur. 
Par le R.P. Estienne Binet, de la Compagnie de Jesus 


: Galle, 
Cornelius 
(engr.) ; Galle, 
Theodoor 
(designer) 


Martin Nutius 


an engraved title page, 38 engraved portraits of important religious figures and saints, and a final 
plate depicting these personages worshipping God in Heaven. The engravings are done after the 
once famous paintings of the Benedictine Abbey of Liessies, of which most were destroyed 
during the French Revolution. Alongside the predictable images of Christ, the Virgin, John the 
Baptist, and the Church Fathers, there are six women saints in nun’s habits: Scholastica, 
Waltrude, Clare of Assisi, Bridget of Sweden, Joan of France, the recently canonized Teresa of 
Avila. The prolific Etienne Binet (1569-1639), a Jesuit priest from Dijon, has supplied a short 
biography for each figure, as well as a list of central maxims associated with them, in order to 
encourage contemplation by the reader. The radiant plates designed by Theodoor Galle (1571- 
1633) and engraved by his equally talented brother Cornelis (1576-1656) promote this same 
spirit of meditation and communicate the distinct personalities of their subjects. The plates are 
cleverly designed, full of animated activity and detail, and characterized by a high level of 
precision, even in the rendering of the smallest figures 
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8721357 


Hore b[ealte Marie virginis secundu[m] usu[m] Hierosolymitanu[m] 
[Bound with: ] Psalterium intemerate dei genetricis Virginis Marie 


Lyon : [Bernard 
Lescuyer for 
Etienne de 
Basignana] / 
[Paris :] Thielman 
Kerver 


1516- 
05-18 / 
[Betwe 
en 
1500- 
06-20 
and 
1501- 
01-31 
or after 
1502- 

4 2] 


Sammelband in 8vo., bound ca. 1550-1575 in northern France (or Flanders), in dark brown 
tanned calfskin over millboards, covers decorated with a gilt rule border and central crucifixion 
medallion. Personal prayer book and devotional vade mecum by several 16th- and 17th-century 
individuals, including Catherine Raoul, a Carmelite nun who seem to have had the book 
decorated and marked as her own by gold-tooling her name on the binding, and by engraving it 
on new clasps. Later inscription of the Carmelite convent of Les Couéts near Nantes. Bound with 
MS notes on 5 leaves at the front of the volume (16th-century Latin prayers; French list of 
indulgences (1614, 1629); original French Carmelite prayer in verse, incl. recurring invocations of 
the Dame du Carme, signed ‘Aman Nouel’) and 11 leaves at the back (2 short 16th-century 
prayers in French on the versos of the last 2 leaves of the Psalter; 10 pp. of French prayers to 
the Virgin in same hand; 3 pp. of Latin prayers in same hand; 17th-century Latin prayers to Maria 
de Pietate), and four mounted popular prints (Saint Avia, Holy Family by P. Firens, ‘L’Amour en 
forme de veneur,’ by J. Messager (orig. L. van Leuven), and a medallion of the Flagellation on a 
rose). [1:] ff. (95). The only sixteenth-century printed Hora for Carmelite use, printed in the types 
of Bernard de Lescuyer for the Carmelite priest Etienne/Stéphane de Basignana. Large woodcuts 
opening each section. All text pages illustrated with three small woodcuts, one larger full-width 
woodcut forming the lower border, and narrower ornamental strips in the gutter and upper edges. 
Many of the cuts include captions identifying the Saints, in Latin, or, for 12 calendar cuts, the 
months, in Venetian dialect. Some of the major cuts are from or copied from the stock of 
Bernardino Stagnino, a printer from Venice, but his blocks might have been cut in Lyon, perhaps 
by a Venetian wood engraver. [2:] ff. (55). Psalter by Thielman Kerver with large metal-cuts and 
metal-cut borders, all attrinuted to the “Master of the Apocalypse Rose,” used by this printer in 
several editions of Horae. The present work has a Kerver metal-cut device on the title page and 
contains 9 large metal-cuts from a full series of 18 cuts (Bibermuhle collection series no. 17). The 
earliest appearances of these cuts in dated Horae range from December 1497 to September 
1499, with a single cut, the Virgin and her names, appearing in Kerver Horae only after 
December 1502. Based on the state of the printer's device, the ISTC and CIBN date this edition 
to 20 June 1500 and 31 January 1501. This Psalter also has ornamental cuts and four-part 
metal-cut page borders throughout, including the Last Judgment and “Typology” series but not 
the Apocalypse series, which did not appear in Kerver’s imprints until 1505, providing a terminus 
ante quem 
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8723257 


Glorias del Sacerdocio Reveladas 4 Santa Brigida juntamente con 
sus obligaciones, y dafios. Sacadas Del libro autentico de las 
Revelaciones de la Santa. Y ponderades por el P. Antonio Nadal de 
la Compafiia de Jesus 


Nadal, Antonio 


Guatemala City : 
por el Br. Antonio 
Velasco 


1717 


8vo. in 4, ff. (7), 63, (2). Bound with Treintenario de misas, llamado de S. Vicente. Valencia, 
Josef Estevan y Cervera, 1778, pp. (1), 2-16. Second edition (1st ed. Mexico, 1716). The present 
work is the only known copy of this particular edition of Spanish-language meditations on the 
"Celestial Revelations" of Saint Bridget of Sweden (Birgitta Birgersdotter, ca. 1303-1373), the 
Swedish mystic and founder of the Bridgettine Order. The book contains long excerpts from 
Bridget's writings, translated into Spanish and apparently marks the first appearance of any part 
of Bridget's "Revelations" printed in the New World. The book was intended as a guide for 
priests, and the quotations from Saint Bridget regard the institution of the priesthood and the role 
and conduct of its members. The author is the Jesuit Antonio Nadal, about whom very little is 
known. His book achieved three editions, all printed in New Spain (Mexico 1716, Guatemala 
1717, Lima 1751) but it is unclear where he resided. The following passages from Saint Bridget's 
"Revelations" are quoted (in Spanish) in the course of the text: Book |, chapters 17, 47; Book Il, 
chapters 2, 20; Book IV chapters 32, 58, 59, 62, 69, 133, 312; Book VIII, no. 572 ("p. 3"); Book 
XVII, chapter 17. Nadal also includes an account of Veronica Negroni da Binasco's (1445-1497) 
vision of Christ, as related by her biographer Isodoro Isolani. In his introductory epistle, Juan 
Baptista Alvarez de Toledo, Bishop of Guatemala and Verapaz, announces that plenary 
indulgences may be obtained by priests in Guatemala if they should read Nadal's book from 
cover to cover. Antonio Velasco (1664-1726), this book's printer, began printing in 1715 when he 
was already in his fifties. By that time, he had obtained a degree (probably in theology) and had 
been ordained a priest. Although his parents were also residents of Guatemala, it is unclear 
whether Antonio was born there or in Mexico 
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8723322 


Compendio de la Vida, y Muerte De la Bienaventurada Rosa de 
Viterbo, De la Tercera Orden del glorioso Padre San Francisco: 
Sacado de las Liciones de su Officio; aprobado por la Congregacion 
de Ritos, y de los Annales de la Serafica Religion. Escritos por el P. 
Fr. Lucas Wadingo. Dedicalo El Bachiller Diego Calderon, y 
Benavides, Presbytero, Comissario del S. Officio de la Inquisicion 
en esta Ciudad, y sus contornos, Capellan del Hosp[ijtal de la 
Concepcion de N. Sefiora de Mexico, y Rector del Oratorio de San 
Felipe Neri. Al Capitan Don Pedro de Cabafias, y Medina, Contador 
mayor por su Magestad del Tribunal de Cuentas: Ministro Hermano 
Mayor de la Tercera Orden del glorioso P. San Francisco de Mexico 


Wadingo, 
Lucas 
(Wadding, 
Luke) 


Mexico City : Por 
la Viuda de 
Bernardo 
Calderon 


1672 


8vo. ff. (18). F. (14) present as a stub and clearly intended to be canceled. The canceled leaf was 
conjugate with f. (5), which has a naive woodcut of Santa Rosa on the recto and is blank on the 
verso (with an engraving of Santa Clara, holding her monstrance, pasted to it). The 9 bifolia are 
nested as one quire. Bound in near-contemporary vellum. The pastedowns, made from printer's 
waste, are fragments of a larger sheet with partial woodcut royal arms and woodcut ornaments. 
Inscriptions on title page recto and verso: “Convento de San Joseph de Religiosas descalsas de 
Santa Teresa de la Puebla” and “del uso de Fr. Diego de Carmona, afio de 1672,” possibly 
referring to Diego de Carmona Tamariz, a Discalced Franciscan priest and minister of the 
Inquisition. A woodcut of San Diego pasted to the verso of the final leaf includes a prayer (“Un 
Pater y una Ave Maria’) for the same Fr. Diego. Only known copy of this sole Spanish-language 
edition of a life of the Italian mystic Saint Rose of Viterbo (1233-1251), written by the Irish 
Franciscan friar and historian Luke Wadding (1588-1657). Wadding, who spent time in Viterbo 
and founded a novitiate house for the Irish friars in its vicinity, wrote this vita of the Tertiary 
Franciscan Santa Rosa for his “Annales Minorum”. In the woodcut, Rosa is shown wearing the 
simple habit of the Descalzas, and flanked by four birds, reminding us that as a child, she would 
sing to the birds and they would eat from her hands. The presence of the extraneous engraving 
of Santa Clara is explained by the fact that Saint Rose, who was refused admittance to the 
monastery of Poor Clares at Vitorchiano due to her poverty, was accepted into the order after her 
death, as she herself had prophesied. Wadding had achieved great fame for his work on behalf 
of the Franciscan Order and his name was well-regarded in Mexico, no doubt due to the 
achievements of his cousin, the Jesuit Michael Wadding, who held numerous important posts in 
Mexico from 1626 to 1644. From 1628, Michael Wadding lived in Puebla, where, as part of his 
duties, he undertook the spiritual direction of local women religious. Not surprisingly, the present 
copy belonged to the convent of the discalced sisters of Saint Teresa in Puebla. In the 
conclusion, the publisher states that he wanted to print this vita to make Rose better known and 
because in 1670 Pope Clement X had allowed the whole order of St. Francis to celebrate her 
feast day with a double rite 
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8724067 | Nos los inquisidores contra la heretica pravedad, y apostasia en la [Inquisition of Mexico City 1619- Broadside (15 1/2 x 12 1/4 inches) with embossed paper seal, long manuscript note on verso. 
Ciudad de Mexico, Estados, y Provincias de la nueva Esparia, Mexico] 04-10 Edict by the Inquisition of Mexico opposing Santa Teresa de Avila and a decision taken in Spain 
nueva Galicia, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Yucatan, Verapaz, to name her as patron of Spain - marking a peculiar territorial distinction since Santa Teresa was 
Honduras, Yslas Philipinas, y su distrito, y juridicion. Por authoridad a popular yet controversial Spanish mystic, influential in the Americas. The present broadside 
Apostolica, &c. was signed by inquisitors Juan Gutiérrez Flores, Francisco Bazan de Albornoz, and Juan de la 

Paraya, with a note clarifying that it was received and read at the Convent of San Geronimo of 
Mexico, which would later house Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz. Underlying the polemic was a deep- 
rooted misogyny which was evident in the rejection of Santa Teresa as patron saint of Spain. 
Quevedo described Saint Teresa as ‘a virgin’ tied to a spinning wheel, just a woman and not an 
intellectual who could be compared to the apostle Santiago 

8724068 | Soledades de Bugaco por Dofia Bernarda Ferreira DelacerdaAlas | Ferreira de Lisbon : Per 1634 8vo. ff. 7, 121, 7 (colophon bound at beginning). Old vellum, reused. Restoration to engraved title 
Religiosas Carmelitas Descalgas del Convento de S. Alberto de Lacerda, Mathias page causing a little loss at bottom, remargined at right not causing loss, tiny worm holes on text 
Lisboa Bernarda ; Rodrigues for c. 20 ff. Title page engraved within architectural border including Carmelite arms at head and 


Bautista, Jodo 
(engr.) 


author's arms at foot, by Jodo Bautista. First edition of this rare Romancero by the Portuguese 
Nun, Bernarda Ferreira de Lacerda, consisting of some 24 ballads, sonnets and other poetical 
compositions. The longest poem in this work, describing the life of a Carmelite monastery near 
Coimbra, its situation, flora and fauna, its rules, and its feasts, was composed during the Iberian 
Union, and is written primarily in Spanish. The other poems are in Portuguese, Spanish, Italian 
and Latin. There are references to the religious works of the Carmelites in the New World, silver 
in the Americas, weather in New Spain, and a Carmelite community in Mexico City. "Papel que 
escrivio un cauallero castellano a dofia Bernarda Ferreira sobre el desierto de Bugaco," on f. (1) 
rv., 3rd count, has a separate caption title. It has been suggested that the author of this letter 
was Lope de Vega. Dofia Bernarda was a celebrated Portuguese poetess born at Oporto in 1596 
as the daughter of the High Chancellor, Ignacio Ferreira Leitao, and was married to Fernao 
Correa de Sousa. Dofia Bernarda was a brilliant scholar well versed in philosophy, mathematics, 
history, Hebrew, Greek and Latin, and was a miniaturist and musician. She also authored the 
influential historical poem [H]esparia Libertada, in twenty cantos, which elicited a laudatory 
sonnet from Lope de Vega. She refused to serve as the governess of Philip IV’s sons Carlos and 
Fernando, probably out of patriotism. The present book is dedicated to the Carmelite nuns of 
Lisbon, where de Lacerda died in 1644, after she had helped the nuns to found a convent at Goa 
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8730798 


Collection of twenty Professiones of the Bernardines of Vallecas in 
Madrid 


[Convento de la 
Monjas 
Vallecas, 
Madrid] 


[Madrid] 


[ca. 
1650- 
1700, 
one 
dated 
1668] 


340x240mm, ff. (20). Two examples (Sor Manuela de San Gabriel and Sor Baltasara de San 
Antonio) executed in oils on paper; one (Sor Maria Josepha ab Assuntione) executed on velum. 
Collection of twenty Professiones of a high artistic quality, being richly decorated manuscript 
testaments to the entry of individual nuns into a convent - in this case the Bernardines of 
Vallecas in Madrid. Wealthy, well-established institutions like the Vallecas saw a flourishing of 
‘convent culture’ in the 17th century and may have attracted artists seeking patronage. Ricardo 
Sepulveda (El Madrid Viejo) insists that in Vallecas in particular one could find “academias 
poético-teolégicas, perfumadas de incienso, y embellecidas con flores naturales: que su 
locutorio, era diariamente una verdadera corte de amor...” and that the convent became a 
veritable “casa de recreacion” during this period, with theatrical performances, poetry-writing, and 
much singing. The Baroque painter Juan Carrefio de Miranda (1614-1685) supplied the chapel of 
the convent with paintings, and perhaps his work might have influenced the two examples of oil- 
painted professiones included in the present collection. Sadly, these detached specimens — 
evidently bound up together and numbered sequentially at some point - probably reflect the 
usual means of survival of these ephemeral items: these particular examples were clearly 
preserved due to their particular artistic appeal, and the less elaborate examples were probably 
discarded. Like most religious institutions, Vallecas was disbanded during the Mendizabal 
desamortizacion in 1836. The convent was founded in Vallecas, a small town outside of Madrid, 
in 1473 but decamped to the capital in 1556. Each sheet bears a central inscription recording the 
name of the nun as well as the names of the male and female officials responsible for overseeing 
her vows. However, one example also bears a lengthy manuscript inscription on the verso, 
recording that Dofia Maria Carvajal y Leyva made her profession on the 6th February 1668, and 
brought as a dowry the considerable sum of 2,000 ducados as well as 400 ducados for 
‘gratuities’. This inscription is signed by Dofia Maria herself, the Abbess, the Prioress, and the 
Mistress of the Novices. Another example (Sor Andrea Maria de San Benito) bears a linguistic 
jeu d'’espirit on the verso — also finely executed, playing on the letters of the word ‘Roma’. 
Occasionally the secular name of the professed is included at the very bottom of the image. Five 
of the Professiones incorporate the image of St. Teresa of Avila and a dove (receiving the Holy 
Spirit) -— alongside some patriarchs. In one case (#87) Teresa is depicted in a rondelle with quill 
and book in hand; we also note one instance of St. Gertrude the Great 
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8732680 | Discours Des Espousailles Spirituelles & recognoissance du d'Orosco, Paris : Chez 1600 Agenda 16mo. ff. (xxi), [iii blank], 227 [r. 225] (3). Contemporary vellum over flexible paper 
Chrestien. Avec la Passion de Jesus Christ, en forme de Soliloques, | Alonso (de Guillaume de La boards, contemporary manuscript spine title (later manuscript date). Written by an Augustinian, 
pour tous les jours de la sepmaine. Du tres docte et Religieux P. Orozco, Noué translated by a Franciscan and dedicated to a Cistercian. Only surviving copy of apparently the 
Frere Alonso d'Orosco, de |'Ordre de S. Augustin, Predicateur et Alonso) ; earliest appearance in French of any works by the prolific Augustinian Spanish saint Alonso de 
Confesseur de la Majesté Catholique. Translatez d'ltalien en Blancone Orozco (1500-1591), who missioned in the New World, served Charles V as court preacher and 
Francois. Par R. Pere F. Jean Blancone Tolozain, Religieux de Tolozain, Jean was canonized by Pope John Paul II in 2002. This volume contains three separate works, all 
Observance S. Francois (trans.) composed in Spanish before 1554: Spiritual Nuptials, On Christian Gratitude and Soliloquies on 

Christ’s Passion. Orozco wrote the first for his sister, a nun in Toledo, as a guide to convent life. 
In the second, he celebrates God’s temporal and eternal gifts and in the final treatise provides 
seven devotions for Holy Week. Toulouse Franciscan Jean Blancone dedicated his translations 
to Antoinette d’Orléans-Longueville (1572-1618), who, in 1599, entered the reformed Cistercian 
Abbey at Toulouse, where she was known as Antoinette de Sainte Scholastique 

8732683 | Beatee intactee, semperq[ue] Virgini Marize, ex femine Abrahee, ortee | de Leu, Paris : Chez 1610 2 works in one volume. 4to. ff. (14) [of 18, lacking plates 7, 10, 16, 18]; ff (13). Limp vellum 


de tribu luda, claree ex regia Stirpe David, inter filias Hierusalem 
forma speciosissimee, in mulieribus a seeculo natis benedictee 
Reginee coelorum, Dominee Angelorum, Dei coeli et terrae creatoris, 
Patris omnipotentis, filise amantissimee eisa[ue] ab eeterno filii 
dilectissimi lesu Nazareni, ludicis vivorum et mortuorum Matti; unice 
charissimee suee ipsius vitae, inter ceeteras immaculatae nobili 
spectaculum hisce iconibus delineatum [Bound with: ] Sacer 
Zodiacus in Menses duodecim divisus festa Mobilia atque Immobilia 
complectens quee Ecclesia Romana celebrat Notatis diebus oculis 
subuciens Opus publico et non Minus gratum quam utile. Le Sacre 
Zodiaque Divisé en douze Moys Contenans les Festes Mobiles et 
Immobiles que solemnise Leglise Romaine par la Remarque des 
Jours. Oeuvre non moins utile quagreable au public 


Thomas (engr.) 


Thomas de Leu 


binding, with gilt crest on upper and lower covers, remains of four leather ties. Gilt arms on the 
upper and lower covers of the family of Richard de la Barolliére, near Lyon (Olivier, pl.171) 
accompanied by the note ‘ex Bibliotheca Domini Barrolleriae’, dated 1618, on the front free 
endpaper; specifically, those of bibliophile Nicolas Richard (d.1634-5), titled landowner, 
representative of the royal treasury in Dauphiné, treasurer of the Aumone-Generale in Lyon, and 
secretary to the French crown. Ownership inscription ‘ex libris Thomae Graffart presbijteri 1703° 
on front pastedown and at rear. The present collection consists of two engraved titles and 25 full- 
page devotional plates (I: 13; Il: 12) by the Paris-based, Flemish engraver and publisher Thomas 
De Leu (c. 1576-1614), laid down on leaves of card. The strictly contemporary coloring is of the 
highest quality with the use of gold and deep shades of orange, purple, green and blue, gilt and 
silver highlights, and a dramatic use of black in both titles; the additional black painted borders 
provide the perfect frames for the images. The identity of the colorist here is unknown, however 
in Paris, as in other parts of Europe at this time, professional colorists were frequently female and 
often members of print publishing families (e.g., Dutch cartographic colorists Anna Beeck and 
Anna Ortelius in the Netherlands; there is also evidence of professional female colorists active in 
Germany. See A. Griffiths, The Print Before Photography (2016), p. 147). The first work in the 
present collection begins with a fine architectural title page followed by a series of large-scale 
scenes from the life of the Virgin, with two-line Latin legends at the foot, from designs by Flemish 
mannerist Jan van der Straet, and likely after Adriaen Colaerts’ engravings from van der Straet’s 
drawings (c.1589). The second is a calendar of religious holidays for each month of the year, 
after engravings by Leonard Gaultier published by Jean LeClerc (1603). Following a stunning 
mannerist title, each plate has a primary scene in the foreground complimented by a number of 
smaller scenes in the background. The biblical scenes in the plates of the Zodiacus are a close 
copy of Gaultier’s but the text below is different, provided in both French and Latin four-line 
verses rather than French alone 
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8690882 | Ordini circa il Parlare, e lo Scrivere delle Monache alle Persone di Casimiri Cesena : 1690 Large-format broadside, 55 x 39.5 cm with Bishop Denhoffs arms printed in red-and-black and 
Fuori. Giovanni Casimiro, del Tit. di S. Giovanni avanti Porta Latina, | Denhoff, Stamperia text in two columns. Unrecorded broadside containing 15 numbered edicts authored by the 
della S. R. C. Prete Cardinal Denhoff, per la Misericordia di Dio, e la | Giovanni Vescovale di Bishop of Cesena detailing a remarkably precise set of rules regarding the use of the Parlatorio, 
Grazia della Sede Apostolica Vescovo di Cesena Pietro Paolo and regulating in granular detail the communications of the nuns with the outside world. Given its 

Ricceputi format and subject matter, it is possible to imagine at the broadside was displayed on the wall of 
the Parlatorio itself, or elsewhere in — or perhaps on the outer wall of - a convent 

8754445 | Alla nobile omatissima dama Donna Vittoria Vimercati Sozzi, Cortenova, [Bergamo?] [ca. Broadside folio, 35 x 46.5 cm. Watermark of a crowned wheel lettered ‘Bergamo’ underneath, 

Contessa di Cornate, ecc. Nata Conti, de’ Conti di Caleppio, ecc. Maria 1760] woodcut headpiece incorporating musical instruments and scores. A remarkable survival of an 


Dedicandosi a Dio lillustrissima Signora Angela Sonzogni nel 
Monistero insigne di S. Benedetto; Maria Cortenova questi suoi 
versi, riverentissima, offre, e consagra 


unrecorded broadside celebrating the ordination of a Benedictine nun, unusually by a young 
female friend of the novice, possibly a novice herself, expressing some doubts about her own 
vocation. The present sonnet is dedicated to the illustrious noblewoman Vittoria Vimercati Sozzi, 
grandmother of the celebrated antiquary and bibliophile Paolo Vimercati Sozzi, and likely a 
relative of the novice. The author, Maria Cortenova, addresses her long-time friend and soon-to- 
be nun Angela Sonzogni, congratulating her on her ordination and expressing admiration for her 
choice, a choice Cortenova fears she will not be brave enough to make herself. The unusually 
personal character of the sonnet might suggest that this particular text might have only been 
circulated among a small circle of close friends or immediate family of the novice instead of being 
posted outside of the monastery on the day of the ordination and distributed among to the 
attendants of the ceremony. The Monastery of San Benedetto in Valmarina was the result of a 
merger in 1460 of the Benedectine convents of Santa Maria Novella of Stezzano and of Santa 
Maria in Valmarina from Bonate Sotto, after both were decimated by years of famine and 
pestilence. A few clues suggest that the present broadside was most likely printed around 1760. 
Terminus post quem is 1740, when Vittoria de’ Conti di Caleppio (b. 1714), to whom the sonnet is 
dedicated, married into the Vimercati Sozzi family. The Monastery of San Benedetto in Valmarina 
was closed in 1797 (terminus ante quem), following the suppression of all religious orders under 
the new Cisalpine Republic founded by Napoleon, and reopened only in 1827. Finally, the clear 
and neat typography, spacing, and design, including the distinctive headpiece, are characteristic 
of the third quarter of the eighteenth century 
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8690879 


Cartas de la Ven. Madre Sor Maria de Jesus Abadesa de! Convento 
de la Imaculada Concepcion de Agreda, q[uJe con veneracion se 
guardan originales en el archivo del Real Convento de Capuchinos 
del Pardo, de donde no pueden extraherse pena de excomunion 


de Jesus de 
Agreda, Maria 


[Spain] 


[ca. 
1740?] 


Ato. ff. 74 [last 2 blank]. Bound in contemporary stiff vellum, remains of two ties. Manuscript 
written in neat brown ink. Genuine example of the manuscript circulation of the private letters of 
Sor Maria de Agreda (1602-1665) to one of her many influential correspondents, King Felipe IV 
of Spain. The pair’s epistolary relationship has been explored in detail by modern scholars thanks 
in no small part to the original letters which survive in various archives; however, it is sometimes 
forgotten that the correspondence remained unprinted until 1885. Instead, specific selections of 
Sor Maria’s letters must have circulated in the century following her death in manuscript copies 
such as the present one, almost certainly intended for consumption in a convent. It should also 
be recalled that Sor Maria’s Mystical City of God had been placed on the Index in 1681, though it 
was finally removed after fierce opposition in 1747 - perhaps explaining the hesitation in printing 
her letters during the same period. The ‘title’ of the present work stresses that the nun’s writings 
“are kept with veneration in the archive of the Royal Convent of the Capuchins of Pardo, from 
which they cannot be removed upon pain of excommunication”. As we know from the 1885 
critical edition, the selection of Maria’s letters preserved in the Monastery of Pardo were just one 
of many sources for the nun’s letters; the threat of excommunication appeared to be merely a 
dramatic gesture. The work contains 24 letters of the king dated 17 June 1646 - 30th April 1662, 
each followed by the Blue Nun’s response; a separate letter (‘carta suelta’) to the king; a letter to 
Pope Alexander VII; to Cardinal Julio Rospillosi, “Nuncio de Espafia’; to a Capuchin friar, Josef 
de Carabantes; and two letters from Maria’s confessor Francisco Andres de la Torre to King 
Felipe IV, dated January 18, 1647 and June 24, 1646, from the Convent of Agreda. The entire 
known correspondence between Maria and the king runs to some 600 letters, of which the 
present volume was evidently a deliberate selection - unless the whereabouts of various other 
archival sources remained unknown at this time. Sherry Velasco (Women, Texts and Authority in 
the Early Modern Spanish World, 2017, p.136) has studied the significance of nuns reading 
manuscript copies versus printed texts, finding that manuscripts allowed them more freedom 
from male influence, e.g., because they did not include preliminary texts written by clergymen. 
There are collections similar to the present one (generally also in quarto) at the Complutense in 
Madrid, the BNE, the National Library of Mexico, the University of Oklahoma, and the University 
of Chicago (dated ca. 1740). The digitized copy at the BNE has no ‘prefatory material’, and the 
selection of letters differs 
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8740920 


Titulos Justificativos del Remate Abrobac[iJon y cantidad 6 precio 
liquido en que quedo la Hazienda y Molinos de! Moral 


Cadeno, 
Mariano 


Mexico 


1789 


32 cm x 21 cm. ff. (1), 44. Original full-leather binding, decorated with golden devices, extant 
clasps. Stamp of José Soldrzano y Mata, who inherited the Hacienda El Moral in 1877. 
Manuscript in black ink about the famous case of the intestate death of Dofia Angela Eugenia de 
Calzado y Terreros, a nun from the convent of Santa Clara, who owned the extensive and 
extremely valuable Hacienda del Moral and its mills in Chalco (just southeast of Mexico City). 
When the nun died on December 29 1779, the Audienca of Mexico and the Convent of Santa 
Clara entered litigation over the property rights of the Hacienda. In 1782, the convent had argued 
before the Audiencia that its abbess, Sor Mariana de San Francisco, was entitled to inherit half of 
the estate of Dofia Angela on behalf of the convent, with the other half. The other half would go 
to the city councilor Don Miguel Francisco de Lugo y Terreros. However, Don Miguel Francisco 
claimed that Sor Mariana’s religious profession disqualified her from being a legitimate heir. After 
the initial legal petition was dismissed, the convent stated that its property claim was legal and 
that there were precedents in which nuns had been proclaimed heiresses of relatives ab 
intestate. Nuns from wealthy families indeed sometimes bequeathed a part of their possessions 
to the convent or to assist other women to profess (see Asuncidn Lavrin, Brides of Christ: 
Conventual Life in Colonial Mexico, Stanford, 2008, p. 172). The present document does not 
reveal the outcome of this case. More research is needed whether the Convent of Santa Clara 
may have lost its interest in the Hacienda Moral or may have sold them. The document does 
sheds light on the willingness of convents to fight for property rights despite the property vows all 
individual nuns had taken to secure the survival of their institution 


8754432 


Ordo ceeremoniarum, et benedictionum, Quee servantur in 
impositione Habitus, atque emittenda sacra Professione, In 
Monasterio S. Michaelis de Spilimbergo, juxta Regula[m] S. 
Benedicti 


[Nuns of the 
Monastery of 
St. Michael in 
Spilimbergo] 


[Spilimbergo] 


[ca. 
1700] 


4to. pp. (16). Bound in contemporary pink silk-covered boards, borders embroidered in gold 
thread, silk ties, bronze endpapers. Manuscript in double columns in red and black ink within 
double border, with a contemporary manuscript prayer on separate sheet enclosed. A superb 
example of a set of orders of service given to Benedictine novices for their ceremony of 
admission to the Order, at the now defunct Benedictine monastery of St Michael in Spilimbergo, 
in the Veneto. The volume, finely executed and rubricated in a neat hand, first presents the 
orders for the clothing of a nun, and second, for her profession, detailing the roles of the abbess, 
the community, and the celebrating priests. The fine binding with its stunning bronze endpapers 
indicates that the present manuscript was perhaps made for and used by a wealthy novice on the 
day of her ordination or that it might have been the abbess’s copy. The identity of the monastery, 
however, remains unclear; although Spilimbergo definitely had a presence of Benedictine nuns, 
there is no trace of a community of nuns dedicated to St. Michael in this town 
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8754447 


Missal Romano Carmelitano para la Madre Geronima de S. losef 
Religiosa Carmelita Descalza en que se ponen las Missas assi del 
tiempo, como de los Sa[n]tos de la Yglesia, y de la Orden en sus 
propios dias, y lugares. An[n]o de 1721 


de San Josef, 
Geronima 


[Spain] 


1721 


8vo. pp. (2), 55, (3 blank), 56-196, (2 blank), 197, 206-213, 198-205, 214-215, 214-257, (2 
blank); pp. 1-56, (2 blank), (4), (4 blank). Bound in contemporary limp vellum, two looped ties to 
upper cover, several woven place markers sewn into headband. Very neatly written in red and 
brown ink within ruled frames, with initials in red and yellow. A charming manuscript missal in 
Spanish and Latin compiled by the Spanish Discalced Carmelite nun Geronima de San Josef in 
1721. The Order of the Discalced Carmelites of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel was 
founded by Saint Teresa of Avila (1515-1582), who established the order's first convent for 
cloistered nuns in her native city in 1562 
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8804027 


Relazione, o sia Diario del Viaggio fatto alla visita della S. Casa di 
Loreto nel mese di Aprile dell’Anno 1771 dai fratelli della Ven. 
Archiconfraternita di S. Maria dell’Orazione, e Morte di Roma 
descritta dal R. F. D. Domenico Salandri Segretario deputato per il 
sudetto Viaggio 


Salandri, 
Domenico 


[Rome] 


1771] 


Large 8vo. pp. (285), with a further (24) pages of accounts appended, and with a few additional 
blanks. Bound in contemporary marbled paper wrapper. Ink on paper. This substantial autograph 
manuscript records a pilgrimage made from Rome in April and May 1771 to visit the shrine of the 
Holy House of Loreto by a group of 26 Roman Catholic lay brothers, members of the 
Archconfraternity of St. Mary of the Oration and Death. These brothers were mainly occupied 
with charitable work through the collecting of abandoned corpses, praying for the souls of the 
dead and assisting with the organization of funerals, and they considered their journey as a 
spiritual holiday. The diary was recorded by Domenico Salandri, appointed as secretary for the 
journey. It begins with a listing of the members by name and a record of five initial planning 
meetings, handling the organization and logistics, contacting a travel agent and discussions and 
votes with colored broad beans on all aspects of the trip. Topics include the various roles for the 
brothers, clothing, means of travel, methods of allocating beds in lodgings, choice of a gift to take 
to the shrine and even whether to agree to permit wig wearing, the party deciding on the ronda 
style rather than the delfina. Reference is made to a similar journey undertaken in 1759. The 
work contains a daily report of the pilgrimage with details of locations visited, timing, meals, 
prices, tips, excursions and meetings along the journey from Rome to Loreto and back. The 
itinerary listed includes stops at Viterbo, Orvieto, Caprarola, Utricoli, Terni, Spoleto, Foligno, 
Tolentino, Macerata, Recanati, Loreto, Ancona, Sirolo, Assisi and Perugia. Salandri describes 
numerous visits to churches and monasteries — including hot chocolate and biscuits from the 
nuns of Viterbo - culminating in the account of the brothers’ stay in Loreto, with ceremonial 
processions, meetings with a local Franciscan confraternity, the purchase of votive candles, 
arrangements for special confessions, celebratory meals at a local inn, and the reveal of relics 
and special masses in the Holy House. Salandri also recounts the specially-licensed viewing of 
the body of the saintly Capuchin father Stefano Bernardi da Cesena (1690-1771), who had died 
the day before the brothers had arrived in Ancona. The present manuscript is filled with a rich 
level of detail, offering a vivid overview of this unusual eighteenth century Italian pilgrimage 
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8690884 


[License given by the Archbishop of Mexico to the Mother Prior of 
the Convent of St. Jerome, Mexico City, concerning the dowry of 
novice Magdalena de San Juan] 


Pérez de la 
Serna, Juan 


Mexico City 


1620- 
07-21 


Folio (31.2 cms. x 21.6 cms.), 1 sheet. Watermark of a cross within a shield with, below, the letter 
R. An interesting document for Mexican convent economics and the lives of nuns. A 3,000 pesos 
dowry of a novice, one Magdalena de San Juan, legitimate daughter of Jacome Alfonso and 
Francisca de Arévalo (both deceased), is to be paid to the (Hieronymite) Convent of St. Jerome 
(and St. Paula) of Mexico City. The nun was to receive 700 pesos to have for the rest of her life, 
with any left over to return to the monastery on her death. 3,000 pesos in 1620 was probably on 
the upper end of what was an entry charge to a convent (A. Lavrin, ‘Brides of Christ, conventual 
life in colonial Mexico’, Stanford, 2008, p. 24). The majority of Mexico’s women religious where 
members of the mostly white colonial elite and the size of the dowry suggests that Sor 
Magdalena was one of them. Permission for the present agreement was given by the Archbishop 
of Mexico, Juan Pérez de la Serna (1573-1631). This prelate helped to establish the cult of the 
Virgin of Guadalupe, and faced tensions between white creoles and Spaniards, and between 
secular and religious clergy which led to a rebellion in 1624. The present document is also 
signed, by royal notary Andrés Moreno (active 1591-1640). The Hieronymite Convent of St. 
Jerome and St. Paula of Mexico City was founded in 1585. Between 1669 and 1695 it housed 
the poet and scholar Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz 


8754453 


Regola, e costitutioni delle monache della Penitenza, et Osservanza 
Riformata del Gran Patriarca S. Domenico 


[Order of the 
Dominicans] 


[Italy] 


4to. pp. (1), 167. Disbound neatly written manuscript in brown ink in a single hand, occasional 
corrections. Remains of sewing supports to spine. An attractive manuscript recording the rules 
and constitutions for Dominican nuns in Italy in the early eighteenth century, most likely compiled 
by anew member of the order for her own personal use. Divided into 45 chapters the text covers 
the rule of St Augustine; the canonical hours; adoration of the Holy Sacrament; confession; 
suffrages for the dead; fasting; mealtimes; care for the sick; sleeping arrangements; clothing; the 
prohibition of private possessions; haircuts; silence; the admission of nuns; the instruction of 
novices; poverty; offences and the corresponding punishments; apostasy; the election of the 
Prioress and her deputy, and of other office holders, including the mistress of novices, singers in 
the choir, the sacristan, the procuratrix, and those in charge of the parlatory and vestry; how the 
nuns should address one another; the monastic buildings; and entering and leaving the 
monastery. The volume ends with formulae to be used in investing and professing nuns 
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8754464 


[File of legal documents regarding the admission of Leandra Manna 
to the Dominican convent of Santa Caterina in Trino] 


Trino 


1759- 
10-01 - 
1762- 
03-18 


Folio, pp. 1; 5; 11; 31. Stitched into paper wrappers. 4 manuscripts on official stamped paper 
(carta bollata), neatly written in brown ink in various hands. Contemporary summary of contents 
to upper wrapper. Extremely rare pieces of ephemera, detailing the legal process as well as the 
financial commitment undertaken by the father of a young novice on her admission to a 
Dominican convent in 1760s Piedmont. In 1759 Giovanni Matteo Manna, from the town of 
Cherasco, gained admission for his daughter Leandra to the convent of the Dominican tertiary 
sisters at nearby Trino, paying 100 lira for her six-month probation. In March 1762, upon 
Leandra’s full admission to the convent as sister Maria Cristina Elisabetta, Giovanni had to resort 
to capital held by him with the Monte di San Giovanni Battista of Turin to pay the nuns another 
3000 lira. The present collection consists of [1.] a 1-page receipt for the payment of 100 
Piedmontese lira by Giovanni Matteo Manna for a six-month probation for his daughter Leandra 
with the Dominican tertiary sisters at Trino. It is issued by the prioress Maria Serafina Forneri and 
dated 1 October 1759; [2.] a 5-page document recording the admission of Leandra to the 
monastery, with her father agreeing to pay 2000 lira as ‘dotte spirituale’ and 1000 for expenses, 
and making a down payment of 1000 lira. It names the nuns as witnesses, is subscribed by the 
notary Vachetta, and dated 30 April 1760; [3.] an 11-page document recording arrangements for 
the transfer of capital from Giovanni Matteo Manna from funds held with the Monte di San 
Giovanni Battista of Turin to the nuns in payment for this daughter's ‘dotte spiritual.’ It names the 
nuns as witnesses and is subscribed by the notary Zaldera, and dated 30 March 1761; [4.] a 31- 
page document recording the full payment by Giovanni Matteo Manna of the outstanding 2000 
lira, together with interest (making a total of 2068 |. 13 s. 4 d.), issued by the nuns of the convent 
and Antonio Belmondo, the convent’s procurator. It names the nuns as witnesses, is subscribed 
by the notary Garone, and dated 18 March 1762 
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8754468 


[Certificate of the appointment of Sister Maria Regina Felix Orzali as 
abbess of the Augustinian monastery of San Girolamo in Venice for 
a period of three years] 


Orzali, Maria R. 
F. (Maria 
Regina Felix) ; 
Giovanelli, 
Federico M. 
(Federico 
Maria) 


Venice 


1790- 
09-20 


Parchment folio (20 x 29 cm), recto bearing woodcut arms of Federico Maria Giovanelli, 3 lines of 
printed text, 8 lines of manuscript, Giovanelli’s seal, and the subscription of Franciscus 
Franceschini J.U.D.; verso bearing 8 lines of manuscript within decorative border. An incredibly 
rare piece of ephemera, a certificate appointing Sister Maria Regina Felix Orzali as abbess of the 
Augustinian monastery of San Girolamo in Venice for a period of three years, issued by Federico 
Maria Giovanelli (1726-1800), patriarch of Venice from 1776 until his death. The document is 
made even more unusual by the presence on the verso of the manuscript text of Orzali’s oath 
(‘Ego soror Maria ...’) pledging fidelity to the Church and to Giovanelli. The Convent of San 
Girolamo was founded in 1375 by two Augustinian nuns who had fled from nearby Treviso to 
escape the invading Hungarians. Its church was rebuilt in the early 18th century by Domenico 
Rossi but the convent was suppressed by the French in 1807 and later used as a sugar factory 


187 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


8754470 


Lettera di una Monaca dopo la soppressione dei Monasteri 


R., Elisa 


[Italy] 


[Early 
19th 
century 


] 


8vo. pp. (2 blank), (25), (9 blank); Manuscript on paper in recent brown wrappers, title inked to 
upper cover. Neatly written in dark brown ink in a single hand. An apparently unpublished, 
fictionalized letter from a nun by the name of ‘Elisa R’ recounting her experiences during and 
after the suppression of her convent to her friend ‘Belisa’. The suppression of Italian monasteries 
followed the French invasion of Italy in 1797, affecting the Roman Republic, Cisalpine Republic, 
and the Kingdom of Naples, before Napoleon’s fall in 1814. It is not possible to pinpoint Elisa’s 
location, since she does not reveal both the name of her convent and that of the town where her 
parents reside. After referring to the suppression of the monasteries in England under ‘Enrico 
ottavo’ and in Germany ‘per la riforma di Lutero’, Elisa gives a dramatic description of the arrival 
of the ‘ministri della divina vendetta’ at her convent: sister Lucilla is forcefully snatched from the 
church, the octogenarian Edvige is hit with a rifle (dying a few days later), and the young 
Adelaide is also struck. Elisa suffers too: ‘io stessa io viddi le ardite mani di que brutali’. Having 
barely survived the experience, she travels in a carriage to her parents’ house where she spends 
a troubled four months experiencing the ‘outside world’. She struggles with the opinions on nuns 
and monasteries expressed by a priest who drinks her mother’s chocolate and eats her biscuits 
(faking a headache in order to excuse herself); recounts a heated discussion between an 
‘abbate’ and a ‘religioso’ about freedom, Pufendorf and Grotius; reflects on the vagaries of 
politics; and concludes that all she has heard on the duties of the subject, citizen, and Christian in 
these conversations ‘was a pure chimera’, that people are only interested in their own gains, and 
that no one cares about God, religion and the life to come. Worst of all, perhaps, was that she fell 
in love with a certain Aristo. Her emotional and spiritual turmoil is eased when she turns back to 
God and finds a place in another monastery with the help of her aunt 
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8737164 


[Complete Suite of 33 engravings on the life and deeds of St. Rose 
of Viterbo] 


de Nava, Jose 
(engr.) 


Puebla de los 
Angeles 


[c.1800 
] 


4to. 33 engraved plates. Contemporary Mexican calf, spine flat, gilt fillet to boards, spine tooled 
in gilt, First edition of the extremely rare magnum opus of Jose de Nava (1735-1817), Puebla’s 
master 18th-century engraver, and an extraordinary feat of Novo-Hispanic artistic production. 
The extremely talented Mexican, one of New Spain's most important engravers of the entire 18th 
century, was amongst the first to transition from the simpler wood plates to the more complicated 
and detailed copperplates. The suite illustrates the life of Italian 13th-century Saint Rose of 
Viterbo in 33 plates, each with a legend below and signed in print “Jph. de la Nava la gravo. En la 
Puebla de los Angs”. Most of Nava’s production happened in the Seminario Palafoxiano and the 
shop of Pedro de la Rosa, and among his work we count the magnificent illustration to the Missa 
Gothica, seu Mozarabica (1770). The work was issued without a title page, intended as a suite of 
engravings in the European style, the dating of the work is uniformly given as c.1800, though it 
could be earlier or just slightly later, within the range of Nava’s years of activity 
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8739546 


Vida Admirable y Penitente de la V. M. Sor Sebastiana Josepha de 
la SS. Trinidad, Religiosa de Coro, y Velo Negro en el 
Religiosissimo Convento de Sefioras Religiosas Clarisas de San 
Juan de la Penitencia de esta Ciudad de México.Refierela Fr. 
Joseph Eugenio Valdes, Lector de Prima en Sagrada Theologia en 
este Convento de San Diego de Franciscos Descalzos de esta 
Nueva Espafia. Dedicase A la Altissima Divina Providencia: A cuyas 
expensas ha podido salir a la publica luz 


Valdés, Joseph 
E. (Joseph 
Eugenio) 


Mexico City : en la 
Imprenta de la 
Bibliotheca 
Mexicana 


1765 


8vo. pp. (10), 396, (4). Bound in contemporary vellum, spine lettered in ink, ties as fragments, 
backboard with small pieces of vellum missing. Woodcut of the Trinity at the top of the dedication 
page. Engraved portrait of the protagonist with background print of crucifix pinned to the cell wall, 
to the right of an actual crucifix—a very “metatextual” visual dimension for an engraving. 
Inscribed: “Para el Religiosisimo Conv[en]to de las [R...?]es Capuchinas de la Puebla. En 
nombre de los Bienes (hores?) de esta casa.” Sole edition of this life of Sor Sebastiana Josefa 
de la Santisima Trinidad (born Josefa Maya Marin) (1709-1757), a Mexican nun of the Convent 
of San Juan de la Penitencia, illustrated with a full-page plate by Joseph Morales, portraying Sor 
Sebastiana kneeling in adoration of the Christ Child within her cell, which has a barred window. 
There are numerous books on the shelves and instruments of self-mortification on the table. 
Although Sebastiana was praised by her religious superiors for the intensity of her penitential 
practice, to the point of starving herself to death at age 48, the engraver emphasized her 
devotion to the infant Christ. The author, the Discalced Franciscan Valdés, recounts how the 
sculpture of the child Christ she held in her cell performed a miracle which demonstrated the 
divine favor granted to her: the image grew in size, as it were a real child. In her adoration of the 
holy infant, Sebastiana adhered to the devotional practice of her convent, whose nuns expressed 
particular reverence for another Christ child sculpture, the Santo Nifio de San Juan (the Holy 
Child of Saint John). Valdés stated that the Santo Nifio saved the convent church during an 
earthquake, when it held up, “with two fingers,” the archway beneath one of the altars. (Women 
of the Page: Convent Culture in the Early Modern Spanish World, exhibition, JCB, 2017). Valdés 
further details Sor Sebastiana’s life before entering religious life, her motives for taking the habit, 
and her life, piety, devotions, achievements, and charities as a nun. He also includes quotations 
from her writings. Sor Sebastiana’s family commissioned the work and paid publication costs. 
They used the Press of the Biblioteca Mexicana, one of the most important of eighteenth-century 
Mexican publishing concerns, which was founded and owned by the wealthy Don Juan José de 
Eguiara y Eguren, canon of Mexico Cathedral. In 1761, the successful business moved to a site 
next to the Church of the Capuchin nuns 
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8740979 


Vie de la Venerable Servante de Dieu Marie Lumague Veuve de M. 
Pollalion, Gentil-Homme Ordinaire du Roy, Institutrice des Filles de 
la Providence, Sous la conduite de S. Vincent de Paul, morte en 
odeur de Sainteté en 1657. Avec les pieces justificatives. Par M. 
Collin, Vicaire perpétue! de S. Martin des Champs dans |’Eglise de 
Paris 


Colin, 
Hyacinthe ; 
Roy, Claude 
(engr.) 


Paris : Chez 
Cl[aude] J. B. 
Herissant Fils, 
Libraire 


1744 


8vo. pp. xxii, 227, (3), [1 integral blank], with engraved armorial headpiece on a ii. Bound in 
contemporary blind-ruled calf with gilt title label and florets on spine. Engraved frontispiece 
portrait inscribed “gravé par [Claude] Roy depuis la recouvrement de sa veué”. Mid-18th century 
‘wheel’ stamps of the Bibliotheque de la Sorbonne (dispersed 1793) on titlepage and final leaf. 
Rare sole edition of this biography of Marie Lumague (1599-1657), a noblewoman who towed a 
fine line between the secular and religious worlds. For the last 20 years of her life, Lumague was 
predominantly occupied with saving and converting so-called ‘filles débauchées’, as well as 
founding two new religious communities with the help of close friend St. Vincent de Paul (1581- 
1660). The present biography seems hagiographical and may have been printed with a view to 
Lumague’s beatification — which never proceeded. Taking the moniker ‘servante de Dieu’ rather 
literally, Colin’s biography records that Lumague used to disguise herself as a servant to smuggle 
herself into sticky situations, e.g., in brothels, depraved households, and isolated villages. These 
spirited exploits took place against the rather complex background of Lumague’s life. As a 
teenager she had entered the Capuchin order but was obliged to exit due to illness before taking 
her vows; she then married a rich nobleman at the age of 17, but was widowed by the age of 19. 
Following her husband's death, she again turned to religion and took the habit of the Third Order 
of St Dominic (taking Vincent de Paul as her spiritual director). Around 1630 she founded the 
community of the Filles de la Providence for girls from poor backgrounds to ensure that they 
‘conserved their chastity’. But in 1639 she in fact re-married, bearing three children to her second 
husband Claude Chastelain. Finally, in the last decade of her life, she founded a second religious 
community, that of the Union-Chrétienne de Saint-Chaumond dedicated to the conversion of 
Protestants, Jews, and other heretics. Perhaps supporting an effort at beatification, the final 
chapter of the present text discusses Lumague’s reputation for saintliness and the miracles 
attributed to her. Finally, an appendix of relevant documents or ‘Piéces Justicatives’ is found on 
pp. 170-220 
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8740980 


La Venerable Madre, Ana de Jesus. discipula, y Compafiera, de la 
S. M. Teresa de Jesus, y principal aumento de su orden. Fundadora 
de Francia, y Flandes. dirigida a la Ser[enissi]ma Infanta D. Isabel 
Clara Eugenia. Por el R[everendisi]mo P. Maestro F. Angel 
Manrique, General de la orden de S. Bernardo 


Manrique, 
Angel ; Galle, 
Cornelis (engr.) 


Brussels : En casa 
de Lucas de 
Meerbeeck 


1632 


Folio. pp. (4), (8), v-xxxi, (1), 376, 208, (14), including letterpress half-title, engraved title page 
featuring Ana flying on an eagle (as described in the ‘Soneto’ on p. xxx), engraved full-page 
portraits of Isabella Clara Eugenia and of Ana de Jesus. All illustrations signed by Cornelis Galle 
after Nicolas van Horst. Bound in contemporary yapp-edged limp vellum. Faint 17th century 
inscription on flyleaf, “con Licencia de [la] Sefiora Priore en este [...?]. Early issue — evidently the 
author's or an editorial copy — of the first biography of the Discalced Carmelite and mystic Ana de 
Jesus (1545-1621), with over 120 manuscript editorial alterations. The most significant of these is 
a ‘slashed’ page (leaf ***3 of the preface) indicating that the editor did not approve of the 
laudatory sonnet for Ana. Born as Ana de Lobera, Ana de Jesus became one of St. Teresa’s 
closest companions and founded nine convents, some of them in the Spanish Netherlands, 
supported by the Archduke Albert and his wife, the Infanta Isabella Clara Eugenia. Ana played an 
instrumental role in protecting the Constitution of the early Teresian convents from outside 
meddling and it was Ana who gathered the literary works of Teresa after her death and submitted 
them to Fr. Luis de Leon for publication in 1588. However, as Christopher Wilson (The Heirs of 
St. Teresa Of Avila: Defenders and Disseminators of the Founding Mother's Legacy, 2013) has 
noted, a certain amount of rivalry ultimately sprang up between two of Teresa’s earliest followers, 
Ana de San Bartolomé (1550-1626, Prioress of the Antwerp Convent) and Ana de Jesus 
(Prioress of the Brussels Convent from 1607) — each of whom wielded much power within the 
Order. Wilson contends that two distinct “Ana factions” developed around each of the Spanish 
acolytes, with tensions flaring directly between the two figures on occasion. The author of the 
present work, Manrique (1577-1649) was a friend of Ana de Jesus and draws on much of her 
correspondence which is now considered lost. The preface shows that the entire work was the 
brainchild of the Infanta Isabella Clara Eugenia, who seems to have been devoted to the 
Discalced Carmelite order and to Ana de Jesus in particular. Isabella took the habit herself of a 
Franciscan Tertiary late in life and is depicted as such here. In the present copy, Isabella's own 
testimonial is presented as the first gathering following the title page. This takes the form of a 
‘questionnaire’ about Ana de Jesus filled out by the Infanta. Relative to the present copy, the 
entire text of Isabella's ‘questionnaire’ was reset and slightly re-written in the ‘final printed 
version’, incorporating the editorial correction found here on Atr. None of the other manuscript 
changes are reflected in the final printed version, perhaps because the printer did not consider it 
worth his while to reset or reprint the rest of the text. The exception is the sonnet found on p. xxx, 
which has been re-titled and entirely reset. While the first two verses are roughly consistent with 
those found in the final printed version, the latter two were entirely re-written, maybe, given the 
context of the ‘battle of the Anas,’ because verses three and four emphasize Ana’s own glory and 
‘excesiva luz’ too much. In the final printed version these verses have instead been replaced by 
text commending Ana as an effective daughter of Teresa. Relative to the assumed ‘final printed 
version’, the present copy is lacking 2 unsigned leaves usually bound in after ***4 containing 
further funerary verses for Ana. There is no indication that these were ever bound into the 
present copy, so they might have been added later on 
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8740982 


La Pecadora Arrepentida. Vida, y Conversion Maravillosa de la V. 
Maria del Santissimo Sacramento: llamada: La Quintana. Dictada 
por la Misma Sierva de Dios. Escrita, Ordenada, y Reflexionada por 
el M. Fr. Joseph Estevan de Noriega, Lector Jubilado, y Ex-General 
del Orden de Canonigos Reglares Premonstratenses de la 
Congregacion de Espajia, Theologo de la Real Junta de la 
Purissima Concepcion, y Electo Obispo de Solfona. Dedicada a la 
Soberana Reyna, Madre de Dios, y Madre nuestra, en su 
Concepcion Purissima, Dala a luz el Doct, Don Francisco Benito 
Colodro, Colegial del Mayor de San Ildefonso, Universidad de 
Alcala, Arcediano Titular de la Santa Iglesia de Segovia, y 
Examinador Synodal del Obispado, Confessor de la Sierva de Dios 


del Santissimo 
Sacramento, 
Maria ; de 
Noriega, 
Joseph E. 
(Joseph 
Estevan) ; de 
Cosa, Manuel 
E. (engr.) 


Madrid : En la 
Imprenta de 
Musica 


1737 


Folio. pp. (36), 675, (9), plus dramatic engraved portrait signed M[anuel] E. de Cosa after the 
painter Matias de Irala (1680-1753). Bound in contemporary limp vellum with seemingly original 
ties preserved. Extremely rare sole edition — swiftly condemned by the Holy Inquisition, and 
placed on the Spanish Indice de Libros Prohibidos — of this life of a penitent concubine whose 
conversion in later life brought mystical visitations from Christ, the Virgin Mary, and a veritable 
canon of saints: the Archangel Michael, St Peter the Apostle, St Norbert, St Thomas Aquinas, St 
Pedro de Alcantara, St Francisco de Borja, and even St Francis Xavier, the apostle of the Indies. 
The work is understandably rare in census today, even more so with the folio-sized engraving of 
Maria. “To José Esteban Noriega, the life of his penitent Maria Quintana, an impoverished 
concubine and possible prostitute turned chaste and ultra-ascetic beata, had obvious parallels 
with that of Mary Magdalene. In his 1737 biography the priest made frequent references to the 
biblical figure, even choosing as the book’s title La Pecadora Arrepentida (The Repentant 
Sinner). Maria, however, did not take the abject Magdalene as her personal patron but instead 
chose a saint whose status and life experiences were quite different from her own. This was 
Gertrude the Great, the thirteenth-century mystic... Maria described a turning point in her life. 
Homeless, forced to sleep in a filthy, freezing stable, she remembered that one night [St Gertrude 
appeared to her]...” (Bilinkoff, Related Lives: Confessors and Their Female Penitents, 1450- 
1750, pp. 102-104). Born in Segovia in 1684, Maria was forced into an unhappy marriage at an 
early age by her mother. Frequently abused by her husband, she soon left him and became the 
assistant and then lover of a street-peddler, to whom she bore two children. Maria lived thus in 
sin for a total of seven years, before suddenly renouncing her past ways and devoting herself to 
private piety. Never associated with a convent (perhaps due to her poverty and unsavory 
background), she nevertheless wore a plain habit and practiced extreme forms of self- 
mortification. Some of these are illustrated in the background of her engraved portrait, including a 
bed of nails in the shape of a crucifix, in addition to her ‘natural mortifications’ of constant 
stomach pains. The engraving shows a woman with features of classical Renaissance beauty 
rather than the more customary portraits of nuns, which sought to downplay such features. Eyes 
open, it is clear that she is not experiencing an Avila-like ecstasy, but a sober visitation by the 
Virgin Mary; the foreground teems with vivid depictions of the demons which tormented her, 
including one armed with a bow and arrow (perhaps symbolizing lust?). Noriega’s voluminous 
text is filled with minute detail of Maria’s life, apparently ‘dictada’ by herself - according to the title 
page. Book IV deals with her struggles with demons both ‘visible’ and ‘invisible’; elsewhere we 
learn of the miraculous powers of crucifixes and rosaries touched by her; and pp. 605-675 
contain her own spiritual directions, along with an account of her ‘examination’ by various 
ecclesiastical powers including the Bishop of Segovia. Interrogated on several occasions 
between 1730 and 1733, she managed to ‘pass’ these tests, and some of her testimony is even 
quoted here. She died in an odor of sanctity, and was granted the title of ‘venerable’ and buried 
in the Cathedral of Segovia in 1734 (before, of course, her Vida was placed on the Index). A 
Premonstratensian monk and briefly Bishop of Solsona, Noriega must have been aware that he 
was treading a fine line by giving a platform to the visions, miracles, and character of ‘La 
Quintana’. He includes some 20 pages of approbation by various local Censors; and yet even 
this was not enough to avoid the ire of the Inquisition, which included La Pecadora Arrepentida 
on its Index in 1739 (Supplemento, p. 58, “se prohibe hasta que se expurgue”). Later editions of 
the Index continue to mention the book but fail to note that it may be safely expurgated. 
Fortunately, Noriega died in June of 1739, probably avoiding much of the fall-out from his work 
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8754428 | Rime nella Solenne Professione della Madre Suor Maria Felicita nel | Appiani di Mondovi : Per [1768] | 4to. pp. 14, [2 blank]. Woodcut vignette to title. Stitched as issued. Contemporary manuscript 

Secolo Madamigella Marianna Argenta nell'Insigne Monistero di S. Monforte, A. ; Baldassare Rossi note to p. 14. An apparently unrecorded collection of poems celebrating the admission of 
Agnese delle M. R.R. M.M. Urbaniste della Citta d'Asti I'Anno Almonte, D. ; Stampadore del Marianna Argenta Appiani to the convent of St Agnes in Asti, compiled by her father A. Appiani di 
MDCCLXVIII Benevelli, Carlo | Vescovado Monforte, with contributions by himself and his friends in Piedmont. In addition to verses by 

; Operti di Appiani himself, the Rime contains sonnets by D. Almonte, professor of rhetoric at Bra; Carlo 

Guarena, Benevelli, canon of Alba cathedral, who in 1787 published an account of the earthquake there; 

Giovanni A. Giovanni Antonio Operti di Guarena, a medical doctor who published a collection of poetry in 

(Giovanni 1755; Ignazio Chiarle di Dogliani, another doctor; and Count Giambattista Marenco di 

Antonio) ; Castellamonte 

Chiarle di 

Dogliani, 

Ignazio ; 

Marenco di 

Castellamonte, 

Giambattista 

8754429 | Accuse private esposte dal dottor Ercole Barbieri. Al pubblico Barbieri, Ercole | Padua : Per 1721 Two works bound in one volume. 8vo. pp. 16; pp. 14. Bound in nineteenth-century block printed 

disaminamento ad oggetto di necessaria Difesa [Bound with: ] [A ; [The nuns of Giambattista wrappers. First edition of the defense of a young doctor, Ercole Barbieri, accused of malpractice 
reply to the accusations of Barbieri, incipit: L’estimazione, l’obbligo, | the Convent of | Conzatti and ‘seduction’ while attending a sick nun at the monastery of S. Barnaba in Mantua, bound with 
é la gratitudine...] S. Barnaba in an apparently unrecorded reply from all the nuns involved in the case. Barbieri explains that in 

Mantua] 1715 he visited Sister Maria Cattarina Barlassina at the monastery of S. Barnaba in Mantua, at 


the request of Alessandro Gorzoni, who was at the time the confessor at the monastery, and of 
Father Filippo Barlassina, the brother of the sick woman. According to Barbieri’s version, Sister 
Maria Cattarina suffered from severe generalized oedema and the doctor who usually attended 
the monastery had given up hope of curing her. Barbieri was able to successfully treat Sister 
Maria Cattarina, and was then asked to attend a sixty-year-old nun, Sister Eleonora Facchetti, 
who was suffering from pain in her lower abdomen. In the meanwhile, unbeknownst to the doctor, 
Sister Maria Cattarina shared some of the remedy prescribed to her with a fellow nun; the 
medicine was a purgative called ‘polvere cornacchina’, a compound whose main agent was 
diaphoretic antimony, and the other nun fell ill soon after taking the medicine. At this point 
Barbieri was accused by the monastery’s official doctor of being a ‘seducer’, a ‘foreigner’ and a 
‘poisoner’, who was meddling with his cures. Although Barbieri adds various statements from the 
nuns in his support, the reply bound after his defense, undersigned by all the nuns of the 
convent, reports conflicting statements from the protagonists which seem to support the 
accusations of negligence, but make no mention of any seduction nor impropriety 
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8754434 | La monaca istruita ne’ principali doveri del proprio stato Opera Del Blandini, Syracuse: presso | 1778 4to. pp. xlviii, 716. Woodcut ornaments, head- and tailpieces throughout. Near-contemporary 
Canonico Dottore D. Archangiolo Tommaso Blandini Arciprete di Arcangiolo T. i Torchi di (1788) ownership inscription of Carlo Guzzardi to title; rebound in modern vellum, with silver- 
Palagonia, Predicatore, e Missionario Appostolico, Commissario, (Arcangiolo Francesco Maria lettered black morocco labels on spine. Only edition, very rare, of this guide to the duties and life 
Consultore, Qualificatore del S. Officio, Accademico Aretuseo di Tommaso) Pulejo Regio of the cloistered nun, by the Sicilian priest Arcangiolo (or Arcangelo) Tommaso Blandini (d. 
Siracusa, del buon gusto di Palermo, e degli Etnei di Catania, detto Stampatore 1788). Divided into 29 istruzioni, the work explains the importance of spiritual reading, the 
Licurgo Triauetro. Dedicato al merito della Signora Suor D. Virginia dell'lll[ustrissi]mo necessity of prayer, the divine office, the nature of vocation, obedience, poverty, and chastity, the 
Blandini, e Pirrotta Gia Abadessa del Monastero di Butera Senato observation of silence, the constitution of religious orders, the obligations and duties of nuns, the 
presence of God in the monastery, the dangers of property, and the dangers of a nun becoming 
too attached to her spiritual director. The author dedicates the work to his sister, sometime 
Abbess of the Benedictine convent in Butera. Blandini is better known for his Idea della vera 
politica of 1779, which in some ways is reminiscent of the present work, discussing the moral and 
intellectual qualities required of political leaders 
8754435 | Ordo admittendi Virginem ad Monasterii Capuccinarum ingressum, Turin : Typis 1710 4to. pp. 28, with woodcut of St Francis to title page. Bound in contemporary mottled calf, green 
& habitum Regularem suscipiendi loannis lacobi silk place marker. 19th-century noble private library shelf label to front pastedown. An apparently 
Ghringhelli, & unrecorded order of service for the admission of women to the Capuchin convent at Turin, 


Pauli Mariee Dutti 


providing instructions for the woman being admitted and for the officiating priest on the 
ceremonial to be followed, as well as the words to be spoken and sung by each and by the nuns 
attending the ceremony. The cloistered order of Capuchin Poor Clares was founded at Naples in 
1538 by Maria Llorenga Llong. Having approached the altar, the candidate was offered habit, 
cord and crown before being led to the convent door where she was greeted by the abbess. She 
was then questioned by the priest through a fenestella before being given a cross and processing 
around the monastery. Her hair was then cut and she was clothed, after which she gave the kiss 
of peace to the abbess and nuns. The priest blessed the new novice who then made her vow (in 
Italian) to the abbess. This copy bears several spots of wax, potential evidence of its use along 
with a candle during ceremonies in the ill-lit convent 
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8754437 | Il Direttore delle Religiose Estratto dalle Opere Della Santa Madre Frémiot de Venice : Presso 1785 12mo. pp. 264. Engraved frontispiece portrait. Bound in contemporary vellum with (later?) brass 
Giovanna Francesca Fremiot di Cantal Fondatrice dell’Ordine della | Chantal, Giammaria Clasp, title in gilt on lettering-piece on spine, remains of old paper label at foot of spine. 
Visitazione; e dedicato A queli’Anime, che bramano incamminarsi, Jeanne- Bassaglia Uncommon edition of this collection of extracts from the writings of Saint Jeanne-Francoise de 


con ammirabil dolcezza per la via delle sante virtt, con il modo 
facile, e seave di praticarle, per acquistar in breve la Cristiana 
perfezione. Novissima edizione Rivista, ed accresciuta dei Ricordi 
spirituali di S. Francesco di Sales, e della Santa suddetta 


Francoise; de 
Sales, Francois 


Chantal (1572-1641), who founded the Order of the Visitation of Holy Mary with the aid of St 
Francis de Sales. Edited from the many letters on spiritual direction that she left on her death, Il 
direttore delle religiose, over 49 chapters, presents a comprehensive guide to the religious (more 
specifically, the Religious) life, with topics ranging from the observance of the monastic vows of 
poverty, chastity, and obedience, to the virtues and vices, dealing with temptation, the 
sacraments, prayer, and contemplation. A final chapter addresses advice specifically to the 
superior of any monastic institution. Although the work was popular, with printings in one form or 
another appearing from the late seventeenth century right throughout the eighteenth, every 
edition is now uncommon 
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8754439 


[Sammelband of 8 separately printed works in 1 volume relating to 
Chantal and to the Order of the Visitation of Holy Mary] 


M*** : de 
Bussy-Rabutin, 
Louise- 
Francoise ; du 
Cerceau, Jean- 
Antoine 


Paris : De 
I'Imprimerie de 
Claude Herissant, 
Impr. de l'Ordre ; 
Chez les Libraires 
associés pour les 
Usages du 
Diocése ; 


1771- 
1774 


8 works in 1 vol., 12mo. bound in contemporary mottled calf, spine gilt in compartments with 
lettering-piece. Inscriptions to front free endpaper ‘A l’'usage de M. de Gonzague de la Chambre 
de la Supérieur’, and ‘Ce livre est du 2e M[onas]tére de la Visitation Sainte Marie de Paris’. A 
collection of eight extremely rare works relating to Saint Jeanne-Frangoise de Chantal (1572- 
1641), including a scarce account of her life. Together with Francois de Sales, Chantal founded 
the Order of the Visitation of Holy Mary in 1610, at Annecy, in south-eastern France. The Order 
was known for accepting women rejected by other religious orders on grounds of poor health or 
age, and for the sisters’ public outreach in visiting the sick and the poor. Chantal’s favorite 
devotions, the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, are reflected in the 
contents here. The Sisters of the Visitation had 86 houses by the time of Chantal’s death, and 
167 when she was canonized by Pope Clement XIll in 1767. The Visitandines established 
themselves in Paris in 1619. Their main house, now the Temple du Marais, was built in 1632, 
and a second convent, the one which owned the present volume, was constructed in the same 
year in the Faubourg Saint-Jacques. Contents: [1:] Meditations pour servir de lecture pendant 
loctave de la féte de S. Fr. de Sales, Fondateur de l’Ordre de la Visitation Sainte-Marie. Par 
M***, Paris, C. Herissant, 1774. pp. (4), 101, (3). Title vignette. [2:] Office du Sacré Coeur de 
Jesus, latin-frangois, Imprimé par ordre de Monseigneur I’Archevéque de Paris, Pour étre celébré 
chaque année, dans son Diocése, le Dimanche aprés I'Octave du S. Sacrament. Paris, Chez les 
Libraires associés pour les Usages du Diocése, 1771. pp. 93, [3 blank]. Woodcut arms to title. 
[3:] [Louise-Francoise de Bussy-Rabutin after Barbier?], Abbrégé de la vie de sainte Jeanne- 
Francoise Frémiot de Chantal, fondatrice et premiére supérieure de |'Institut des religieuses de la 
Visitation Sainte Marie. Paris, C. Hérissant, 1772. pp. 84. [4:] XX! Aoust. La feste de Sainte 
Jeanne-Frangoise Fremiot de Chantal, fondatrice de l’ordre des religieuses de la Visitation Sainte 
Marie. pp. 10, [2 blank]. [5:] Messe en I’honneur de Sainte Jeanne-Frangoise Frémiot de Chantal, 
fondatrice de l’ordre de la Visitation Sainte Marie. Le XXI. Aoust. pp. 8. Caption title, headpiece 
[6:] Litanies de la bienheureuse Jeanne-Francoise Fremiot de Chantal. En Latin et en Francois. 
pp. 7, [1 blank]. [7:] du Cerceau, Jean-Antoine. Acte d’amour de Dieu Par le Pere du Cerceau, 
Jésuite. pp. 3, [1 blank]. Caption title, headpiece. Trimmed close at fore-edge with loss of some 
letters. [8:] Oraison aux sacrés coeurs de Jesus et de Marie. pp. 2. Caption title, headpiece 
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8754442 


Nella occasione che veste solennemente I’abito della religione di S. 
Chiara nel Monistero della citta di Lanciano la Signora D. Anna 
Angelica de Riseis, sonetto dedicato al merito del Signore D. 
Niccolo de Riseis zio degnissimo della novella stosa 


de Lellis, 
Giovanni 


Chieti 


1758 


Broadside folio, 27.5 x 40 cm. Word ‘sonetto’ within elaborate woodcut cartouche, one woodcut 
initial. A remarkable survival of an unrecorded, provincially printed broadside celebrating the 
ordination of a young novice into the Monastery of Saint Clare of Lanciano. The sonnet by de 
Lellis, dedicated to the local nobleman Niccold de Riseis, the uncle of the novice, acknowledges 
the valor of the candidate, Anna Angelica de Riseis, and her disdain of the temptations of the 
world which she is about to exchange for a cloistered life of spiritual devotion. A copy of this 
sonnet was likely posted outside the monastery on the day of the ordination, as well as given to 
members of the family of the nun as a memento of the ceremony. Founded in 1278, the 
Monastery of Saint Clare of Lanciano was one of the first monasteries of the Poor Clares, the 
order founded by Saint Clare of Assisi (1194-1253) in 1212 


8754444 


Istruzione per li confessori delle monache Della Citta, e della 
Diocesi di Novara 


Novara : Per 
Francesco Cavalli 
Stampatore 
Vescovile 


[1779] 


4to. pp. 26, [2 blank]. Unbound. Woodcut arms of Marco Aurelio Balbis Bertone, bishop of 
Novara, to title, woodcut initial, colophon dated 7 April 1779. A rare set of extremely interesting 
instructions for confessors of nuns in the city and diocese of Novara, in northwest Italy, issued by 
the bishop in 1779. The instructions discuss the qualities required by confessors - including 
patience, discretion, impartiality, and firmness - as well as how they should conduct themselves 
when visiting convents and hearing confessions. Some of the detail is fascinating: they were, for 
example, not to develop an affection for any of the nuns, had to discourage them from singing 
profane songs and drinking too much wine, to crack down on the playing of games for money 
and the trafficking of clothes or animals, to be wary of accounts of religious ecstasy or 
revelations, to make sure that the nuns did not read prohibited books such as novels, dramas 
and comedies, and to ensure that the convent’s educational charges did not have their heads 
filled with ‘modern vanities’. Paragraph LXXVI gives a list of religious works and authors which 
confessors were to recommend nuns to read 


8754448 


Regle et constitutions des religieuses De I’Ordre de Notre-Dame du 
Mont-Carmel, selon la réformation de Ste Thérese; Pour les 
Monasteres de son ordre en France 


[Ordre de 
Notre-Dame du 
Mont-Carmel] 


[Paris?] 


1743 


32mo. pp. 196. Bound in contemporary sheep, spine in compartments, gilt lettering to one. Old 
circular ink stamp to title. Very rare edition of the rules to be observed by Discalced Carmelite 
nuns in France, first published in 1623. The Order of the Discalced Carmelites of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel was founded by Saint Teresa of Avila (1515-1582), who 
established the order's first convent for cloistered nuns in her native city in 1562. The order 
spread to France when Catherine d’Orléans, duchesse de Longueville, founded the Carmel de 
Incarnation in Paris in 1604. After giving the text of the Carmelite rule of Saint Albert of 
Jerusalem, the Regle prints the rule of Saint Teresa, which covers: the election of superiors, 
novices and the number of nuns per convent, the cloistered life, the canonical hours, communion 
and confession, poverty and fasting, clothing (the nuns were to have short hair so as not to waste 
time combing them, and were not permitted mirrors), manual labor, silence, humility and 
penitence, care for the sick, various office holders (prioress, zelatrix etc.), and punishments for 
misdemeanours. The final chapters list various transgressions divided into four categories, 
‘légere’ (e.g. laughing in the choir), ‘moyenne’ (e.g. irreverent handling of altar ornaments), 
‘grieve’ (e.g. stealing), and ‘plus grieve’ (e.g. striking another nun) 
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8754455 | In occasione che assumono i nomi di Donna Maria Fedele, e Donna Reggio Emilia : 1765 4to. pp. CXXXVIII, (2). In later marbled wrappers. Text within double ruled black border, woodcut 
Maria Vittoria nel nobilissimo munistero di San Tommaso le due Nella Ducale head- and tailpieces throughout. Quire A loose, quire | almost loose. An extremely rare collection 
nobili figlie signore sorelle Cecilia, e Francesca Marchese Gabbi Stamperia di of poems written to celebrate the unusual simultaneous admission of two sisters, Cecilia and 

Giuseppe Davolio Francesca Gabbi, daughters of the marchesa Vittoria Montanari Gabbi, to the convent of San 
Tommaso in Reggio Emilia in 1765. The verses were contributed by over 70 individuals, from 
Reggio Emilia itself, as well as from Modena, Bologna, Imola, Verona, Parma, and Ferrara. The 
contributors include clergymen, doctors and professors, noblemen, soldiers, lawyers, family 
relatives, and members of various local academies, including several members of the Accademia 
degli Arcadi 

8754458 | Grazia di S. Luigi Gonzaga ad una Monaca Nel Monistero di S. Bologna : Nella 1754 Ato. pp. xiv, [2 blank]. Caption title, woodcut headpiece and initial, in recent blue wrappers. Very 
Margherita di Bologna Stamperia del rare work recording the miraculous recovery from serious illness of the Benedictine nun Maria 

Longhi Crocifissa through the intercession of St Aloysius Gonzaga (1568-1591), a member of the 

Stampatore Society of Jesus canonized in 1726. Maria Sampieri had hoped to enter the Benedictine 

Arcivescovile monastery of S. Margherita in Bologna but was unable to take her vows after falling ill. 
Encouraged by the Jesuit priest Paul Torre to pray to St Aloysius Gonzaga, Maria recovered and 
was able to enter the monastery. After only three months, however, she fell gravely ill again. This 
pamphlet provides a medical assessment of her condition by her doctor Giuseppe Pozzi di Carlo, 
and Maria’s own account of her growing devotion to St Aloysius Gonzaga during her debilitating 
sickness and of her recovery to full health, which she credits to his saintly intercession 

8754460 | Prattica della vita spirituale per le monache, Et altre persone Grattarola, Milan : Per 1609 8vo. pp. (16), 560. Bound in contemporary limp vellum, remains of ties to lower board, title inked 
desiderose di far progesso nella Christiana perfettione. Con il modo | Marco A. lherede di to lower edge and spine; small area of loss at head of spine. Full-page woodcut of the 
dallevare le novitie, & le figliuole secolari ne’Monasteri. Composta (Marco Aurelio) | Pacifico Pontio, & Annunciation (p. 405), 14 small woodcuts of scenes from the life of Christ and the Virgin Mary. 
dal M. R. P. Marc’Aurelio Grattarola Oblato di Sant’Ambrosio. Et Gio. Battista Title in red and black with printer's device, initials, head- and tail-pieces. Inscription to half title ‘ex 
novamente ampliata dall'istesso Auttore Piccaglia libris Gregorii de Gregoriis’. Scarce second edition of this spiritual guide for nuns, novices, and 

Stampatori the secular faithful, composed by Marco Aurelio Grattarola, a relative of cardinal Federico 
Archiep. Borromeo, archbishop of Milan. First published in 1605, the Prattica is one of the most important 


of such guides of the period, characterized by simplicity, clarity, balance and moderation. Its 
contents indicate that mental prayer, spiritual asceticism, and contemplation had become a 
widespread component of Counter-Reformation religious culture. The first part of the Prattica 
discusses, among other things, confession, communion, mental prayer, temptation, sins and 
vices, mortification, virtues, poverty, chastity and obedience, prayers for specific people or 
purposes, modesty, and love of God. A second part comprises meditations and exercises on, 
inter alia, creation, death, hell and paradise, the religious state, and the life of Christ and the 
Virgin Mary. This latter section contains several devotional woodcuts, depicting the Annunciation, 
Visitation, Nativity, Presentation, Finding in the temple, Agony in the garden, Flagellation, Crown 
of thorns, Carrying of the cross, Crucifixion, Resurrection, Ascension, Descent of the Holy Spirit, 
Ascension of the Virgin, and Coronation of the Virgin 
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8754461 


[Circular letter sent by the superior of the monastery of the Order of 
the Visitation of Holy Mary in Turin, reporting on the recent death of 
Sister Marie Jacinthe Provane de Collegn] 


Grimaldi de 
Boeuil, Marie F. 
(Marie 
Francoise) 


{Turin] 


1791- 
10-02 


Ato. pp. (4). Unbound. An apparently unrecorded circular letter sent by Sister Marie Francoise 
Grimaldi, superior of the monastery of the Order of the Visitation of Holy Mary in Turin, reporting 
on the recent death of Sister Marie Jacinthe Provane de Collegn. This extraordinary letter 
describes Marie Jacinthe’s career, from joining the Order at the age of 16, to working in the 
monastery’s infirmary, laundry, refectory, and sacristy, to acting as assistant to novices and 
superintendent of discipline, to caring for the convent’s pensioners, before recounting her 
sufferings from dropsy and her death from pleurisy at the age of 60, leaving an older sister and a 
niece, both themselves members of the Order. Throughout the letter Marie Jacinthe’s qualities 
and faith are held up as an example to the addressees. The Order's monastery at Turin was 
founded in 1638 


8754463 


Oratio ad Sanctam Annam 


Alexander VI 


Florence : Ex 
Typographia Petri 
Cajetani Viviani 


1753 


8vo. single leaf. Woodcut vignette at head depicting Saint Anne and the child Jesus, woodcut 
typographic frame surrounding vignette and text. An apparently unrecorded indulgence leaflet, 
with a prayer to Saint Anne. The leaflet explains that Pope Alexander VI (a devotee of St Anne) 
granted ten thousand years of indulgence for mortal sins, and twenty thousand years for the 
venial ones, to those who thrice recited the annexed prayer to St Anne in front of the image of St 
Anne and Jesus. According to both Christian and Islamic tradition, Saint Anne was the mother of 
Mary, and grandmother of Jesus. She is patroness of unmarried women, housewives, women in 
labor or those trying to conceive, grandmothers, and educators. It is therefore probable that such 
a document, acquired by pilgrims and the devout alike, was intended primarily for women. Most 
likely folded up to be kept in one’s purse or about one’s person, the leaflet is a remarkable 
survival, of which no other copy is known 
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8754465 


Rime in morte di Angiola Novello dedicate alle nobili donne Maria 
Dolfina, M.a Giovanna, Maria Teresa sorelle Dolfine monache in S. 
Zaccaria di Venezia 


Conzatti, 
Giovanni B. 
(Giovanni 
Battista) (ed.) ; 
Baratti, Antonio 
(engr.) ; 
Gennari, 
Giuseppe ; 
Bondi, 
Clemente ; 
Rossi, Gaetano 
: Costa, 
Giovanni ; 
Barbieri, Carlo ; 
N.N. ; Betti, 
Zaccaria ; 
Busanna, Cirillo 
: Mussato, 
Niccola ; 
Tirabosco, 
Antonio ; 
Fanzago, 
Francesco ; de 
Rubeis, 
Cajetani ; P. U. 


Padua : Per Gio. 
Battista Conzatti 


1772 


4to. pp. XLVIII. In later carta rustica. Text in Italian and Latin. Engraved frontispiece portrait of 
Novello by Baratti after Mingard. Engraved title vignette, charming woodcut initials, and head- 
and tailpieces throughout. Very rare collection of sonnets, songs and epigrams written to mark 
the death of Angela Maria Novello, who died at the age of 22 in December 1770 when a novice 
at the monastery of Santa Maria Mater Domini in Padua. The work is dedicated to three sisters of 
the prominent noble Venetian family, the Delfini, who were nuns at San Zaccaria in Venice and 
friends of the deceased. The text is preceded by an attractive portrait of Novello by the engraver 
and printmaker Antonio Baratti (1724-1787), and includes charming engraved ornamental 
vignettes incorporating, for example, musical instruments, fruit, birds, a hedgehog, and a turtle. 
The Rime contains verses by twelve contributors: Giuseppe Gennari, Clemente Bondi, Gaetano 
Rossi (with a Latin translation by Giovanni Costa), Carlo Barbieri, N.N. (who contributed seven 
pieces), Zaccaria Betti, Cirillo Busanna, Niccola Mussati, Antonio Tirabosco, Francesco Fanzago, 
Cajetani de Rubeis, and P.U. Conzatti also published a biography of Novello by Giuseppe 
Nascimben (Vita di Angela M.a Novello vergine veneziana) in 1773 
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8754469 


Discorso In dichiaratione, e difesa d'alcune parole della B. Caterina 
da Genova, di Monsignor Petrucci Vescovo di lesi [Bound with: ] 
Propositio beatae Catharinae Adurnee Genuensis. Mystico- 
Theologicé elucidata: Mi sento perduta la Fede in tutto, la speranza 
morta 


Petrucci, Pier 
M. (Pier 
Matteo) ; 
Ghirardi, 
Benigno 


Genoa : Nella 
Stamperia 
d’Antonio 
Casamara [Ex 
Typographia 
Antonii 
Casamaree] 


[1683] 


Sammelband in small 4to, bound in nineteenth-century block printed wrappers. [1:] pp. 15, 
(1).Woodcut vignette to title and tailpiece to last page of text. [2:] pp. 32, (1). Woodcut vignette to 
title, woodcut headpiece and initial. A handful of pages with ink marks from printing. First and 
only editions of these two defenses of the controversial words pronounced by the mystic Saint 
Catherine of Genoa (1447-1510), the former apparently unrecorded and written by a theologian 
who would soon after be arrested for heresy. Pier Matteo Petrucci (1636-1701), Bishop of lesi 
from 1681, and Carthusian Benigno Ghirardi, of whom little is known, were part of a commission 
of three theologians, together with Petrucci’s fellow Oratorian Giacinto Perpera, selected to 
evaluate the works of Saint Catherine of Genoa, a necessary step in the process of her 
canonization (see: P. Fontana, Celebrando Caterina, pp. 161-188). Catherine’s works had 
already been viewed with suspicion in the past, due to controversial statements as well as for her 
use of the vernacular rather than Latin, and had been put on the Spanish Index in 1575 and 
1583. The two works focus on what is probably Catherine’s most controversial assertion, ‘Mi 
sento perduta la fede in tutto, la speranza morta’ (‘Faith seems to me wholly lost, and hope 
dead’). In the end the commission found the statement worthy of praise rather than censorship, 
allowing the canonization process to move on favorably. In 1687, following the condemnation of 
quietism as heresy by Pope Innocent XI, Petrucci, a fervent quietist himself, was arrested and 
forced to retract 45 of his propositions. Later the same year Pope Innocence XI showed mercy, 
pardoned and freed Petrucci, in return for a public burning of his works, which had in the 
meanwhile been placed on the Index, executed the 5 February 1688. The noblewoman Catherine 
of Genoa, born Caterina Fieschi, contracted a marriage of convenience with the reckless and ill- 
tempered Giuliano Adorno in 1463. The relationship was problematic from the beginning and 
ended without children ten years later when both Catherine and Giuliano had a sudden 
conversion following a mystic vision. Giuliano became a Franciscan tertiary while Catherine 
chose not to join an order, but dedicated herself to the care of the poor and the sick, especially 
during the various plague outbreaks which afflicted Genoa in those years. She wrote of her 
mystical experiences in the Dialogues on the Soul and the Body and the Treatise on Purgatory, 
the latter being one of the most original and innovative works on the concept of Purgatory 
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8754471 


Histoire de la Congrégation des Filles de IEnfance de Notre 
Seigneur J. C. Etablie a Toulouse, en 1662 et suprimée par ordre 
de la Cour en 1686 


[Reboulet, 
Simon] 


Amsterdam : Chez 
Francois Girardi, 
Imprimeur & 
Libraire 


1734 


2 volumes in 12mo. pp. (2), vi, 372; pp. (2), 360. Bound in contemporary calf, spine gilt in 
compartments with contrasting lettering and numbering pieces. Titles in red and black, marbled 
endpapers. Inscription to titles ‘ex libris Tissot’ and a second inscription erased. First edition of 
this history of the Congrégation des Filles de l’Enfance de Notre Seigneur by the historian Simon 
Reboulet (1687-1752). The Congrégation was founded by Gabriel de Ciron, Chancellor of the 
University of Toulouse, and Jeanne de Juliard de Mondonville (1624-1703) to educate young 
Protestant girls newly converted to Catholicism. It quickly became embroiled in Jansenist 
controversies and was suppressed in 1686. Antoine Arnauld came to its defense in print with 
L’Innocence opprimée par la calomnie (1688) 
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8754472 


Factum Pour Les Religieuses de S. Catherine Les- Provins, contre 
les Peres Cordeliers 


[Varet, 
Alexandre- 
Louis] 


Doregnal : Chez 
Dierick Braessem 


1668 


12mo. pp. 210, (4), [2 blank]. Bound in contemporary calf, spine in compartments with gilt 
decoration and lettering. Title ornament, initial and tail-piece. Gilt arms to covers (Daillon du 
Lude). Paper flaw at foot of B5, 3 pages of ink notes tipped at end. Scarce first edition (another 
edition in quarto was published at the same time) of this sensational work regarding a long- 
running dispute at the Franciscan convent of Mont-Sainte-Catherine-lés-Provins, a thirteenth- 
century foundation located just southeast of Paris. Trouble at the convent began in 1663 over the 
election of the abbess, with some of the nuns trying to initiate a lawsuit at the Parliament of Paris. 
When the high court referred the case to the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the archbishop of Sens 
(Louis-Henri de Pardaillan de Gondrin) matters deteriorated: as the convent became the front line 
in a battle between the Franciscans and the Jansenist archbishop, the nuns chose sides, and 
matters degenerated into violence. “The legal drama reached its climax in 1666-67 with the 
decision of one faction of Sainte-Catherine's nuns to fight against their abbess and supporters of 
the Franciscans. Uncertain of their ability to access the courts over the direct cause of their 
problems, the women launched a desperate legal appeal both to the Parlement and to an 
increasingly important, if informally organized tribunal: the public. They did this by secretly 
assuring the publication of a factum, or judicial memoir purportedly addressed to their judges but 
intended for broad public distribution. In it they charged that the Franciscans ran Sainte- 
Catherine as a personal brothel, seducing and sometimes physically forcing the nuns into sexual 
relationships with friars while simultaneously plundering the convent's treasury. The titillating 
Factum pour les religieuses de Sainte-Catherine-lés-Provins contre les péres cordeliers told a 
story that borrowed narrative inspiration from contemporary novels and pornography. It quickly 
became a sensation. The Franciscan order denounced the work as an illegal defamatory libel, 
and most copies of the original appear to have been seized and burned. But the Factum was 
quickly bootlegged, became a hot commodity in the clandestine book trade and earned, from the 
evidence of its multiple editions, a very broad readership’ (Leslie Tuttle, ‘From cloister to court: 
nuns and the gendered culture of disputing in early modern France’, Journal of Women’s History, 
22:2, Summer 2010, p. 14). The work is attributed to Alexandre-Louis Varet (1632-1676), who 
served as archbishop Godrin's vicaire général 
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8765358 


Gli ordini della divota Compagnia delle Dimesse; che vivono sotto il 
nome, et la protettione della purissima madre di Dio Maria Vergine 


[Compagnia 
delle dimesse a 
Vicenza] ; 
[Pagani, 
Antonio] 


Venice : Appresso 
Domenico Nicolini 


1587 


4to. pp. (12), 109, (3). Bound in 18th-century vellum boards. Woodcut vignette to title page of St. 
Catherine of Alexandria before the Virgin and Child with motto ‘Reddet coronam Dominus’, small 
woodcut of Virgin and Child to p. (9), p. (12) with woodcut of Virgin with Child adored by angels 
surrounded by 16 small woodcuts, four being of the Evangelists and the other 12 being scenes 
from Mary’s life. Another woodcut of Virgin and Child (the Virgin crowned by angels) to p. 29 with 
same motto. Pp. (2) and (3) at end with woodcuts of seals respectively of Michele Prioli, bishop 
of Vicenza (d. 1603), and of Agostino Valier (1531-1606), cardinal and bishop of Verona. 
Woodcut inhabited and decorated initials, the former showing Jonathan, King David, the Empress 
Helena, and St. Luke. Manuscript initials to title page, “G.P.” Manuscript letter extensions. Rare 
first edition, illustrated, of these statutes for the company of the Dimesse of Vicenza, a women’s 
active congregation devoted to the Virgin Mary founded in 1579 by Deianira and Agnola 
Valmarana, and Isabetta Franceschini, to all of which the present book is dedicated. These 
statutes were the most radical of those for the new Italian female active congregations which 
appeared after the Counter-Reformation Council of Trent (1545-1563). They take a very 
supportive approach to women’s spirituality and to their spiritual autonomy: the members were 
encouraged to read works by male spiritual writers, Saint Catherine of Siena, the monastic leader 
Antonia Paola Negri (1508-1555), who was sent to prison, and works of other women religious. 
The statutes circumscribe the power of the common confessor (an external and male officer). 
The members of the congregation were not nuns: although they lived in common houses, they 
did not have rules of enclosure and did not take solemn vows. They led a life of prayer, penance, 
teaching girls, and charity toward woman in need. The authorities considered them as allies in 
the Catholic spiritual reform movement. This official sanction is reflected in the congregants’ 
dedication to their bishop, Michele Priuli (1579-1603). The book has no less than sixteen images 
of the Virgin Mary, showing how much woodblocks for Marian devotional publishing the printers 
had at their disposal. It appears that the printer left gaps in the text where printed letters could be 
extended in manuscript, in a decorative manner similar to civilité type, whether in the printers’ 
workshop or afterwards by the religious women 
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8690885 


Dissertation pour la Défense des deux Saintes Marie Madeleine et 
Marie de Bethanie, Soeur de Saint Lazare. Contre l’opinion de ceux 
qui les confondent & les font une seule personne, & la méme que la 
femme pécheresse 


["Mauconduit, 
Sieur") 


Paris : Chez J. B. 
Nego [...] et Pierre 
de Bats 


1685 


12mo. pp. (4), 143, (1). Bound in contemporary sheep with gilt emblems and title on spine. Early 
ownership inscription of the “Maison du St Esprit, Tours” on flyleaf. Very rare sole edition of this 
vernacular theological treatise arguing that - contrary to the teachings of St. Augustine and St. 
Gregory — Mary of Bethany was not the same person as Mary Magdalene; nor was either of them 
identical to the pécheresse or repentant sinner mentioned in Luke 7, 36-50. Mauconduit gives an 
in-depth historical background to his investigations: the Eastern Church had long maintained that 
these three Marys were distinct, but that view had been effectively supplanted in the West after 
firm statements by Augustine, Gregory, which were later promulgated in the 13th-century 
Legenda Aurea. Doubts were first raised during the Renaissance by Lefévre d’Etaples in 1517, 
who audaciously proposed three Marys; he was immediately rebuffed by both John Fisher and 
Erasmus. Amidst the tumult of the Reformation, Lefévre d'Etaples was quick to admit his 
mistakes, acknowledging that the true number might in fact be two Marys, or perhaps even just 
one. Now, Mauconduit takes up the reins of this important notion — presenting dozens of 
arguments, counter-arguments against himself, and further responses to these counter- 
argument, often drawing on incredibly obscure sources. Barbier (#4257) is the only authority for 
the attribution of the work to a certain ‘Sieur Mauconduit’. A second, equally rare edition followed 
in 1695 
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1276327 


Memorias da Vida, e Virtudes da Serva de Deos Soror Maria 
Joanna, Religiosa do Convento Real do Santissimo Sacramento do 
Lourigal da primeira Regra de S. Francisco; offerecidas a 
Serenissima Senhora D. Maria Francisca, Isabel, Josefa, Antonia, 
Gertrudes, Rita, Joanna, Princeza do Brazil, e Duqueza de 
Braganga nossa Senhora: e dadas a Luz pela Abbadessa do Real 
Convento do SS. Sacramento do Lourigal: extrahidas do processo 
que se formou despois do seu fallecimento, por auctoridade do 
Ordinario, 6 outros documentos, a instancias do Excellentissimo, e 
Reverendissimo D. Miguel! da Annunciagaé, Bispo Conde, Prelado 
do mesmo Convento: Escreveuas Fr. Joseph Caietano Doutor 
Theologo pela Universidade de Coimbra, Religioso Carmelita da 
Observencia 


Caietano, 
Joseph 


Lisbon : Na 
Officina de Miguel 
Rodrigues, 
Impressor do 
Eminentissimo 
Cardial Patriarca 


1762 


8vo. pp. (36), 323. Bound in 19th century quarter calf with gilt ornaments on spine; old paper 
repair to aiii obscuring woodcut headpiece. Rare first edition of the first complete biography of 
Maria Joanna da Graca (1712-1754), a Poor Clare of the Royal Convent of Lourigal. A mystic 
prone to severe acts of penance, Maria Joanna composed a large corpus of letters following the 
instruction of her Spiritual Director. These letters failed to pass the approbation of the Censors, 
but nonetheless form the basis of the present work detailing the nun’s life, death, and acts of 
sanctity. Maria Joanna joined the Real Convento do Lourigal at the age of 20, following the 
‘original rule’ of St. Francis, known for its austerity. The chapters follow Maria Joanna’s spiritual 
development including her childhood, vocation for religion at a young age, noviceship, and her 
“entry into a new mode of life” in which she began to embrace mortification and solitude. The text 
also relates that after 15 years of extraordinary acts of penance, she was instructed by her 
Confessor to cease these activities for fear of her life. The present work was preceded only by an 
anonymous 12-page pamphlet giving a brief notice of Maria Joanna’s life, published immediately 
following her death in 1755 in Coimbra and Lisbon. The title page of Caietano’s work refers to 
documents collected for a ‘processo’, presumably for the nun’s beatification; this is also 
demonstrated by the last few chapters concerning her ‘precious and prodigious death’; the 
events which succeeded her death; the great number of miracles which have occurred since her 
death; and of course, all records of her miraculous apparitions and intercessions. Indeed, in 1779 
Caietano, still moved by the holiness of his biographical subject, submitted to the censors a 
manuscript introducing 62 of Maria Joanna's own letters, copied and edited by him. According to 
M. L. Jacquinet (“Entre escrita epistolar, biografia e hagiografia: 0 caso de Soror Maria Joana 
(1712-1754), religiosa do Mosteiro do Lourigal” Cahiers d'Etudes des Cultures ibériques et latino- 
américaines, 2017), although the manuscript for this work survives, it did not sit well with the 
censors, who disapproved among other things of Maria Joanna’s strenuous acts of penance - 
unseemly for the feminine sex - and expressed doubts about the authenticity of the wounds on 
her body which she claimed to have divinely received. Following this all attempts to prove her 
sanctity seem to have been dropped 
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7298204 | Carta, respuesta de otra. Examen, e impugnacion de la doctrina, Dominguez y Madrid : en la 1760 4to. pp. (4), 126. Bound in modern vellum boards, ties. Woodcut headpiece and factotum initial to 
que expone, y defiende el M. R. P. Fray Antonio de San Joachin, Sada, José |. Imprenta de p. 1. Slight loosening to first two leaves. First edition of this treatise in a dispute about whether 
Carmelita Descalzo, en su Afio Teresiano, y mes de Julio, baxo del | (José Ignacio) Manuel Martin, [...] nuns were subject to episcopal authorities or to the (male) representatives of their order, in 
dia 22. Sobre que las monjas deben estar sujetas a los Prelados de se hallara en la issues including confession. Dominguez (1706-1785), who takes the episcopal position, was a 
su Religion, assi en el Fuero Interior y de la Conciencia, como en el libreria [sic.] de professor of philosophy and theology at the University of Zaragoza. His adversary, Antonio de 
Exterior, y Judicial. Escrito a un amigo curioso, y erudito. Por el Manuel de San Joaquin (1694-1775), a Descalced Carmelite and sometime reader in theology at Alcala, 
Doc. Don Joseph Ignacio Dominguez del Gremio, y Claustro de la Bustamante had taken the opposite position in his serial, the ‘Afio Teresiano’. Dominguez followed with a 
Universidad de Zaragoza, y su Cathedratico de Philosofia, y second work on the same subject in 1762, in which year the present title was also reissued 
Theologia, Consiliario de la Real Junta, Rector de los Reales 
Hospitales, y Capellan de Honor de su Magestad 

7297065 | Retiro de profanas comunicaciones, necessario a las esposas de de Vega y Lisbon : En la 1655 4to. pp. (8), 242, (2). Bound in contemporary limp vellum, fore edge cover extensions. Early 
Christo. Sacalo a luz por orden del eminentissimo Sefior Don Quadros, Officina inscription to front cover and to title page of Livraria da Encarnacao. Second edition (first: Madrid 
Baltasar de Moscoso y Sandoval, Cardenal de la santa Iglesia de Manuel Craesbeeckiana 1651) of this pseudonymously published moral and canon law treatise on the important issue of 
Roma, Arcobispo de la de Toledo, Chanciller Mayor de Castilla; El [Antonio de conversation and “profane communication” between nuns and male clerics. Further editions are 
Licenciado Manuel de Vega y Quadros, Racionero de la santa Quintanaduefia recorded from 1703. The author (1599-1651) was rector of the Irish College of Seville 
Iglesia de Toledo, Visitador de los Conventos de Monjas desta S, pseud.] 
Ciudad, y su Partido Capellan de Honor de Su Magestad. Dedicase 
A todas las Esposas de Christo, Habitadoras de sus sagrados 
Monasterios. Impresso segunda vez, con todas licencias, por orden 
de un zeloso 

8690871 | Leben der Gottseligen Mutter Joannze Franciscee Von Chantal Cauchon de Lucerne : bey 1731 4to. pp. (25), 654, (9). Frontispiece engraved by Carl Storcklin showing Christ writing his name 
Stiffterin De& Ordens der Heimsuchung Maries. Erstlich: Von dem Maupas du Joseph Christoff on the chest of Jeanne-Frangoise de Chantal, with a view of the convent of the Sisters of the 
hochwirdigen Bischof und Grafen zu Puy &c. Henric von Maupas Tour, Henri ; Rittimann Visitation in Annecy in the background. Ownership inscription “Genovefa Francesca [?] Koch, 
du Tour in Frantzosischer Sprach beschriben Nun aber Wegendem | Meyer, Johann 1778”, stamp “Kloster zum H.L. Grab.” First German translation of this work on Jeanne-Francoise 
Inhalt der geistreichen Lehren Def H. Francisci Salesii Zum Nutzen | (trans.) ; Frémiot de Chantal (1572-1641), written in a bombastic style by Bisshop Henri Cauchon de 


der sowol Geistlichen als Weltlichen Personen auf der 4.ten 
Frantzosischen Truck in das Teutsche Ubersetzt Von R. D. Pfahrzh. 
zu Klein-Dietweil. Und Mit Genehmhaltung der Oberen Joanne 
Meyer 


Storcklin, Carl 
(engr.) 


Maupas du Tour (1604-1680), who had based himself on a manuscript by the Visitandine 
Frangoise-Marie Chaugy. De Chantal established the Congregation of the Visitiation of Holy Mary 
at Annecy in 1610 together with her close friend Frangois de Sales, whom she had met in 1604 
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8690872 


L’Abbadessa, e Monaca Instruita Nel buon Governo Spirituale, e 
Temporale, Resolutione de’ Dubbi Che possono occorrere nelle loro 
Regole, secondo la Dottrina de’ Sagri Canoni, de’ Sagrosanti 
Concilii, Decreti delle Sagre Congregationi, de’ Santi Padri, & 
Historie Ecclesiastiche. Con gl’Avvisi necessarii a Confessori, e 
Visitatori di esse, Composto, e dato in luce da Giacomo Massi Prete 
Secolare 


Massi, 
Giacomo 


Rome : Nella 
Stamperia di Luca 
Antonio Chracas, 
appresso de la 
Gran Curia 
Innocentiana. Et a 
sua Spese 


1701 


4to. pp. (10), 304, (4), 305-360. Bound in 18th century vellum with gilt title-label on spine. 
Discreet and very early stamp of an unidentified convent or monastery on title page (‘Biblioth. 
Reg. Conv. SS. XLMM’). First edition, second issue of this exhaustive guide to the regulation of 
convents, intended perhaps as essential reading for newly-installed abbesses, in order to 
‘resolve the doubts which can occur in their Rules’. This volume is the only-known copy of this 
‘second issue’, which contains a further 55 pp section of ‘Annotazioni’ by the author, following the 
main text. The secular priest Giacomo Massi naturally addresses his treatise “alle Religiose”; 
unlike the first issue (also 1701), this second issue was not dedicated to Cardinal Carpegna. The 
69 chapters range from the general office and duties of the Mother Superior to the process of 
electing officials including the Abbess and the Mother Superior; the qualities of a good Mother 
Superior; how to deal with discord within the convent; how to deal with delinquent or disobedient 
nuns; offences of the first grade, and second grade, and their punishments; the care of the 
‘Zitelle’ or young girls; how the Mother Superior must report all details of the goings-on and 
infractions in the convent to her male spiritual director; to what extent the Vow of Poverty must be 
observed; and how to deal with visits from the outside world: “Conservatorii, e d’altre Donne 
secolari & Adunanze de Zitelle” as well as from men (Visitatori) who are allowed to interrogate 
the nuns about their lives 
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8690874 


La Vocation des Religieuses de la Premiere Regle de Saint Benoist. 
Fondées par la R. Mere Antoinette d’Orleans, de S. Scholastique, 
de la tres-lllustre Maison de Longueville, Professe du Monastere 
des Meres Feuillantines a Thoulouze. Sous le titre de la 
Congregation de N. Dame de Calvaire & de Sainte Scholastique, 
soeur & premiere Disciple de S. Benoist. OU les Ames devotes 
pourront recueillir plusieurs enseignemens tres-utiles pour la 
perfection [Bound with 8 other tracts, including 6 ephemeral 
newsletters to the nuns] 


du Tremblay, 
Antoinette ; du 
Tremblay, 
Joseph 


Nantes : De 
L'Imprimerie de 
Pierre Querro 
Impr. & Libraire 


1670 
[& 
earlier] 


8vo. pp. (2), 3-62; pp. 150, (4); pp. 78; pp. (2), 3-59, (3); pp. 71, (1); pp. (2), 3-54; pp. (2), 3-23, 
(1); pp. (2), 3-28; pp. 15, (3). Bound in 18th century polished blind-ruled calf with remains of 
clasps. “Consedez a l'usage de Soeur de Sainte Therese” on flyleaf, stamps of the R[eligicujses 
Bénédictines de Notre Dame de Calvaire and Monastere de Kerbeneat’ [founded 1878, 
suppressed 1903, reformed 1922, given over to the Orthodox Church 2017] and pencil notation 
‘Noviciat’ on title page. “A notre bonne Soeur Jacquette du St. Sacrement” in the hand of du 
Tremblay on blank verso of second ‘newsletter’. Sammelband of tracts for the use of the 
Congregation of Our Lady of Calvary, a small Benedictine community of nuns seeking to emulate 
the spiritual perfection of the Virgin Mary at the foot of the Cross. Following the ‘Vocation des 
Religieuses de la Premiere Regle de Saint Benoist,’ which bears a proper title page and may 
have been distributed outside the convent, the remaining 8 tracts represent extremely rare 
ephemeral publications, newsletters perhaps, almost certainly intended for internal use. Many of 
them bear simple title pages without imprints, and one of them is even signed by the Capuchin 
spiritual confessor to the convent (and agent of Cardinal Richelieu) Joseph du Tremblay (1577- 
1638) and inscribed “a notre bonne Soeur Jacquette du St. Sacrement,” fascinating physical 
evidence of the distribution of these publications. The Rules as formulated by Antoinette and du 
Tremblay were austere. The complete contents of the Sammelband - which must have been 
bound together sometime in the 18th century — are as follows: 1) ‘Sommaire de la Vie de la Mere 
Antoinette d’Orleans’ (pp. 3-38) followed by a preface dedicated to the Queen Mother and an 
‘Avertissement aux Religieuses de la premiere Regle de S. Benoist (pp. 49-62); 2) ‘La Vocation 
des Religieuses de la Premiere Regle de Saint Benoist’, with index; 3) ‘Les Beaux Secrets pour 
vivre contente & mourir Joyeuse en Religion se faisant sainte (including a paragraph entitled 
‘Points Notables pour un Religieux’; 4) ‘A Nos Bonnes Meres et Soeurs les Religieuses de N. D. 
du Calvaire’, dated “Ce 17. Mars” at end; 5) [untitled tract of a similar nature] Beginning “Mes 
bonnes Meres & Soeurs. J’ay diferé quelque temps de vous escrire en commun, pour 
reconnoistre avec plus de loisir...”, dated at end “De Paris ce 29. Novembre 1637 / Vostre plus 
humble serviteur... and signed in manuscript “F. Joseph”, inscribed on verso in manuscript “A 
notre bonne Soeur Jacquette du St. Sacrement”: 6) ‘A Nos Bonnes Meres et Soeurs les 
Religieuses de Nostre Dame du Calvaire’, dated at end 20th August 1633; 7) ‘A Nos Bonnes 
Meres et Soeurs les Religieuses de Nostre Dame du Calvaire’, dated at end “De Paris ce premier 
Octobre 1634 / Vostre tres-affactionné serviteur... F. Joseph, Capucin indigne”; 8) ‘A Nos 
Bonnes Meres & Soeurs les Religieuses de la Congregation de Nostre Dame de Calvaire’ dated 
at end “Samedi Sainct, 1636”; 9) ‘A Nos Bonnes Meres & Soeurs les Religieuses de la 
Congregation de Nostre Dame de Calvaire’ dated at end 9 August 1637. The nuns were 
evidently fiercely proud of the royal blood of their founder, the widowed Princess Antoinette 
d’Orleans (1572-1617) 
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8690875 | Les Statuts et Constitutions des Prieure & Religieuses Hospitalieres Caen 1645 12mo. pp. 392, (10), (1 terminal blank). Bound in contemporary vellum with remains of ties. 
de l’Ordre de S. Augustin, dictes les Filles de Saincte Magdaleine, Numerous erroneous paginations but collated and complete. Unrecorded statutes for a 
du Monastere & Convent de I’Hospital & Maison-Dieu de Caen community of nuns dedicated to the care of the sick in early modern France. Originally set up to 
attend to Jerusalem-bound pilgrims, the early 17th century saw the heyday of Hospitaller activity 
in France (unlike encloistered convents, their ‘hospitals’ are usually referred to as Maisons-Dieu 
or Hétels-Dieu). The present unrecorded survival of a Caen chapter's daily regulations was 
printed to be read (and re-read) by the nuns themselves, and paints a remarkable picture of the 
duties of this order and their interactions with the outside world, including regulations ranging 
from receiving deliveries from the butcher to permitted texts for ‘public reading’; a punitive system 
of ‘group confession’; and how to deal with the ‘immodest’ tasks associated with male invalids. It 
is often suggested that churches or congregations dedicated to St Mary Magdalene were 
involved in the reform and religious training of penitent prostitutes; we see no obvious reference 
to this in the present statutes, but it may well have been implied 
8690880 | Vida, virtudes, y milagros de la prodigiosa Virgen, y Madre Ana de de San Madrid : Por 1668 4to. pp. (32), ff. 268, plus folding engraved portrait of the dedicatee and engraved portrait of Ana 
San Agustin, Carmelita Descalza, Fundadora del Convento de Jeronimo, Francisco Nieto de San Agustin signed by Abraham van Diepenbeeck. Bound in contemporary limp vellum. 
Valera, y Compafiera de Nuestra Madre Santa Teresa de Jesus en | Alonso ; van Lacking the last two leaves of the index, perhaps omitted during the recasing of the book in the 
la Fundacion de Villanueva de Lajara. Dedicada al Eminentissimo Diepenbeeck, 19th century. Extremely rare sole edition of this biography of one of Teresa of Avila’s first 
Sefior D. Luis Guillen de Moncada Aragon Luna y Cardona, Abraham followers. Ana de San Agustin (1547 or 1555-1624) was personally professed into Teresa’s new 
Cardenal de la Santa Iglesia de Roma. Por El M. R. P. Fr. Alonso (engr.) order in 1578, and accompanied Teresa to Villanueva de la Jara to assist with the foundation of a 


de San Geronimo, Carmelita Descalgo Lector de Teologia en su 
Colegio de la Universidad de Alcala 


convent there in 1580 just prior to Teresa’s death. Perhaps a victim of the skepticism which 
began to cast a shadow over female Spanish mystics in the later years of the 17th century, Ana 
was never beatified but was ultimately declared venerable in 1776. San Jeronimo’s work 
“interpolates much of [Ana’s] own [manuscript] accounts and adds information from witnesses to 
her life and to miracles she is purported to have worked” (Howe, The Visionary Life of Madre Ana 
de San Agustin, p. 41). Ana is known to have experienced at least two major ‘visions’, in 1566 
after which she declared a vow of secular chastity and 1572, after which she embraced 
asceticism. Unaware of Teresa's reformations, Ana was initially professed into the (ancient) 
Carmelite Order in 1575. The present work relates in dramatic detail how Ana, as Prioress of the 
Convent of Valera, presided over a celebrated case of lesbianism among nuns in which a flying 
crucifix alerted her at night of two nuns who were involved in a romantic relationship 


211 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


8690881 


Epitome da Vida de Sta. Joanna, Princeza de Portugal, Religiosa 
da Ordem de S. Domingos, chamada vulgarmente a Santa 
Princeza. Traduzido do Italiano em Portuguez, e accrescentado por 
hum seu devoto 


[da Silveira, 
Antonio] 


Lisbon : Na 
Officina de 
Manoel Soares 


1755 


4to. pp. (20) including half-title, 208, plus engraved portrait frontispiece. Bound in contemporary 
mottled calf with gilt title-label and ornaments on spine. Very rare first Portuguese edition of this 
life of Princess Joana of Portugal (1452-1490), who became a romantic figure among 18th- 
century Portuguese nobility following her beatification in 1693. The present work has been 
translated and ‘augmented’ from the sole Italian edition composed in honor of her beatification 
(Breve narratione della vita della beata Giovanna Principessa di Portogallo Rome, 1693), which 
probably relied on the documents of her processo. The most notable addition by Silveira (1721- 
1786) is a very detailed ‘bibliography’ of all known writings about the saint, found on p. 203-8. 
This bibliography is given almost in the form of a chronological narrative, tracing the earliest 
account of Joanna’s life to a manuscript in Portuguese by her fellow nun Margarida Pinheyra in 
the convent of Aveiro. This manuscript was apparently finally submitted to the authorities in 1626. 
Silveira’s sources continue all the way up to 1741. Joanna was never canonized, but was 
consistently venerated as a saint in Portugal; Silveira’s work is dedicated to the ‘Santa Princeza’ 
and ‘Inclyta Heroina’ herself. Resisting politically-motivated offers of marriage left and right, 
Joanna was finally granted permission to take the Dominican habit in 1475 at the age of 23, and 
died at the age of 38. The ‘verdadeiro retrato’ of her bound before the half-title stresses her 
abnegation of wealth and title (her crown is barely visible in the portrait, lying unused on her 
table), while she clutches instead a crown of thorns, with a plain cross, a skull, and lilies in her 
other hand 
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8690883 | La vie des Vierges, ou les devoirs et obligations des Vierges [Girard de Paris : Chez 1695 Two parts in one volume, 12mo. [I.:] ff. (12), pp. 382, f. (1); [IL:] f. (1), pp. 23. Engraved emblem 
Chrétiennes, Seconde édition, revué et corrigée par l'auteur [Bound | Villethierry, Francois Pralard of Fortuna on title page signed by Pierre Giffart (1638-1723), woodcut headpieces and capitals. 
with:] Aux vierges chrétiennes sur le bonheur et les engagemens de | Jean] ; Giffart, fils Contemporary calf, five raised bands on spine, five compartments with central floral gilt 


leur état 


Pierre (engr.) 


ornament, title gilt in second compartment. Stamp of L. Leroux on flyleaf. Early signature of 
‘Mélanie Lorgés' on first binder’s blank, ownership inscription of the 'Révérend pére Raphaélle 
Janot religieux de la Charité’ on title page. Published anonymously, this "Life of Christian Virgins, 
and their Duties and Obligations," by Jean Girard de Villethierry (1641-1709), priest of the 
Diocese of Paris, and prolific author, presents a glorification of Christian virginity. The present is 
the second, revised and corrected edition (the first is dated 1693). Following the main text is the 
author's verse letter to Madame de Maintenon (Francoise d'Aubigné, Marquise de Maintenon, 
1635-1719), who had married King Louis XIV in 1683. In 1686 she founded the Maison royale de 
Saint-Louis, a school for poor girls of noble families, at Saint-Cyr, a village near Versailles. At her 
request the King endowed St-Cyr, and Madame de Maintenon drew up the rules of the institution 
and attended to its every detail. Her work also had a lasting impact on the original feminist 
movement, which aimed at promoting educational equality between the sexes to help lower class 
women escape their condition and prostitution. Following this letter is another one, in the form of 
a series of poems addressed to the young ladies of Saint-Cyr, describing their duties and 
warning against the treacherous pitfalls that may jeopardize their purity. The book proved quite 
popular, judging from its many re-issues: 1698, 1703, 1707, 1714, 1716, 1725 
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8690886 


Newes Wunder der Gnaden, zu finden im Leben Der Ehrwirdigen 
Mutter Sr. Joannee von Jesus Maria, Closter-Jungfrawen des 
vornehmen Closters S. Claree in Burgos. In Spanischer Sprach vor 
ungefehr dryen Jahren beschrieben Von dem Wol Ehrw. P. F. 
Francisco von Ameyugo, Provincialen der strenger Observantiz S. 
Francisci. Anjetzo aber allererst in unsere Teutsche Sprach 
Ubersetzt in der Carthaus zu Cdlln. Darinnen allerhand wunderliche 
und fast unerhdrte Geschichten den Leser einerseits zwar 
erlustigen; anderseits auch gar schone und heylsame Discursen, 
und sonderlich viele herrliche Lehrstlcke (so Christus der Herr, wie 
auch seine Glorw. Mutter und andere Heyligen dieser Ehrw. 
Jungfrawen ertheilet) alle Christliche Seelen héchlich aufferbawen 
kénnen. Sambt angehencktem Contrafait einer in Gott verliebter 
Seelen, Alveree von Virmond, Priorin des Closters zum H. Grab 
binnen Gilich [Bound with, as issued: ] Lebhafftes Contrafait, Einer 
auffrichtiger in der Geistlicher Vollkommenheit ergebener und in 
Gott verliebter Seelen, In der Wohl-Ehrwirdigen in Gott ruhender 
Frawen, Alvera von Virmund. Bey Lebzeiten de® uhralten Regulirten 
Ordens vom H. Grab zu Gtlich Wohlverdienter Vorsteherin. Mit 
scheinbahren Tugend-Farben schlechthin entworffen, in Zwey Theil 
verfasset, und allen Geistliebenden Seelen zur Nachfolg furgestelt 
Durch den Wohl-Ehrwirdigen Herren Casparum Petrum Lull, der 
Regulier Canonissen des H. Grabs in Gulich Vorstehern und 
Commissarium in Spiritualibus [Bound with: ] Mausoleum S. Jacobi 
Apostoli Chronologico-Mysticum, Oder Geistliches Gebaw In 
Historischer Beschreibung des Uralten Apostolichen beydes 
Geschlechts Regulier Ordens des H. Apostels Jacobi zum Heiligen 
Grab. Allen, bevor selben Ordens Geistlichen zur Nachricht und 
Trost heylsmlich auffgerichtet Durch Den Woll-Ehrwurdigen Herrn 
Casparum Petrium Lidell der Regulier Canonissen des H. Grabs in 
Gtlich Commissarium 


de Ameyugo, 
Francisco ; 
[The 
Carthusians of 
Cologne] 
(trans. & ed.) ; 
Lull, Caspar P. 
(Caspar Peter) 


Cologne : In 
Verlegung Johan 
Widenfeldts seel. 
Erben und 
Godefridi de 
Berges, 
Buchhandlern 


1682 


Sammelband bound in contemporary calf with one metal clasp remaining, in 4to. [I.:] pp. (24), 
476 [i.e. 470], (6), including engraved frontispiece and additional engraved plate of Sor Juana. 
Pp. 326-9 and 357-8 omitted in pagination, as issued. Translated by Caspar Peter Lull and 
approved by the German censors in 1681 although Ameyugo’s Nueva Maravilla de la Gracia 
descubierta en la Vida de la Venerable Madre Sor Juana de Jesus Maria (Madrid, 1673) had 
been placed on the Index Librorum Prohibitorum in 1679. While still married, Juana de Jesus 
Maria (1574-1650) began to experience stigmata and from 1617 onwards she experienced 
lengthy ecstasies in which she relived the episodes of the Passion. Following the death of her 
husband, Juana entered the Convent of the Poor Clares in Burgos in 1626 at the age of 52. She 
and her stigmata were examined in person by the Archbishop of Burgos, who could find no fault 
with them, but in 1634, amidst a general uptick in Inquisition activities against female mystics, the 
Franciscan Provincial ordered Juana to cease all manifestations, have her stigmata healed, and 
to stop distributing blessed rosaries. Alongside the text of Sor Juana’s life and even her songs 
there are engraved plates but neither is derivative of the Spanish original. The dramatic 
frontispiece depicts Sor Juana receiving the stigmata as beams of light from the corresponding 
limbs of Christ. In each corner is a vignette depicting other miraculous episodes of her life: 
receiving a Crown of Thorns from Christ; an angel showing her the Scala Coeli; physically 
rescuing souls in Purgatory; and traipsing gingerly across a bridge over Hell. Above on the 
second plate is the levitating Sor Juana brandishing the face of Christ to a group of natives in 
feathered head-dresses — referring to the little-known bi-locations of Sor Juana to Brazil, the 
Philippines, the Ottoman Empire and so on about which this book is an important source. In the 
scene below, Sor Juana’s stigmata have become so real that she is physically reliving the 
Crucifixion, replete with blood pouring from her side. A crowd of onlookers includes men and 
women; among them, Catherine of Siena may be identified by her Crown of Thorns and flaming 
heart. [Il.:] pp. (12), 117, (3), including engraved frontispiece. Sole edition. Caspar Peter Lull, the 
author, was the ‘Comissario’ of the Julich convent of the Canonesses Regular of the Holy 
Sepulchre, and wrote the biography of the congregation's founder. Alvera von Virmund (1617- 
1649) is here depicted in somber habit of the Order of the Holy Sepulchre, with a single beam of 
light connecting her eyes with a tiny crucifix embedded in an altarpiece. The noblewoman had 
joined the Order in Aachen in 1633 at the age of 16, and in 1644, in the midst of the Thirty Years’ 
War, she fulfilled her desire to set up a new convent in Julich of which she was the Prioress until 
she died five years later, at only 32 years old. No process was ever opened for her beatification, 
and she is here merely referred to as ‘praiseworthy’ rather than ‘venerable’ or ‘a servant of God’. 
[lll.:] 4to. pp. (8), 136, (8), with 3 nearly full-page engravings in text. Sole edition of this illustrated 
work on the life and relics of St. James the Great, by Caspar Peter Lull. James, the first Bishop of 
Jerusalem, was traditionally held to have founded a primitive community in that city during his 
lifetime which eventually gave rise to the Order of the Holy Sepulchre. The preface is addressed 
to “all Canonesses Regular of the Holy Sepulchre” and was thus likely intended for consumption 
within a convent 
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8723352 


La Rappresentatione di Santa Orsola Vergine & Martire 


Castellani, 
Castellano 


Siena: alla loggia 
del Papa 


[ca. 
1601?] 


4to. pp. (20). 20th century ivory vellum with arms of Victor Masséna, gilt. Illustrated with 4 
woodcuts: of a statue of the Archangel Gabriel holding a lily on the title page, two identical ones 
of the martyrdom of Saint Ursula and her 11,000 virgin companions, and of a domed church with 
a porch (meant to represent the original resting place of the saint?). A rare “sacra 
rappresentazione,” a verse drama of the legend of Saint Ursula. Such texts were sometimes 
used for “convent plays”, in which the roles were performed by professed nuns and novices 
performed for the edification of the girl boarders (“educande”). According to the canonical legend, 
Ursula was a Cornish princess, who set out for Gaul to marry the pagan governor of Armorica but 
along the way decided to make a European tour along with 11,000 virgin companions. On her 
way to Cologne, which was besieged by the Huns, Ursula and her companions were 
slaughtered. As Kelley Harness has observed, in the 15th-century version of the legend 
presented here, the author emphasizes the assertiveness and eloquence of Ursula. “Whereas 
the Ursula of the 14th-century legend uses her confrontation with the Saracens to confirm her 
group’s dedication to the Christian faith even in death, Castellani’s Ursula defiantly refuses her 
enemy's sexual advances and insults him. [...] Ursula’s abuse provokes Julian [prince of the 
Huns] to his rash deed, and as he plunges an arrow into her breast he blames her for his actions 
[...]. AS a result, Ursula’s martyrdom appears to stem more from her refusal of Julian than from 
her Christianity” (Echoes of Women’s Voices, 2006, p. 97). The attributed author of this 
dramatization of the legend, Castellano Castellani (1461-1519), a Florentine priest and follower 
of Savonarola, was the “most prolific writer of sacre rappresentazioni... Castellani held a teaching 
position at the Studio (the early Florentine University) and his plays reflect his learning through 
frequent Latinisms (and occasionally Latin) and figurative language of literary as well as biblical 
origin; yet he also employs expressive examples of popular speech and gruesome scenes of 
torture” (G. Marrone (ed.), Encyclopedia of Italian Literary Studies, 2007, p. 1652). P. Colomb de 
Batines (Bibliografia delle antiche rappresentazioni italiane sacre e profane, 1852, p. 45) lists a 
1509 edition that was lost by the 19th century. Alessandro d’Ancona included the 1516 edition of 
the work in his “Sacre Rappresentazioni dei secoli XIV, XV, XVI Vol 2. pp. 409-444, attributing it 
to Castellani. The original, now lost, version most likely dates from the second half of the fifteenth 
century (L. Zorsi, Carpaccio e la rappresentazione di Sant’Orsola, 1988, pp. 12-13). A. Cioni 
(Bibliografia delle Sacre Rappresentazioni, 1961, pp. 244-47) cites subsequent Florentine 
editions through 1589, and other Sienese editions “alla loggia del Papa” of 1608, 1621, and dates 
this undated edition ca. 1600 
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8824791 


Historia da fundagad do Real Convento de Santa Monica da Cidade 
de Goa, Corte do Estado da India, & do Imperio Lusitano do 
Oriente. Fundado pelo Illustrissimo, e Reverendissimo Senhor Dom 
Fr. Aleixo de Menezes, Primaz das Hespanhas, & da India, Vice- 
Rey de Portugal, & Presidente do Conselho do mesmo Reyno ema 
Corte de Madrid: Em que se referem os prodigios que ouve em sua 
ereccaé as grandes contradigées, trabalhos, & vexagdes que 
depois de fundado padecéraé as Religiosas por espaco de trinta 
annos, até que foraé obradas aquellas maravilhas (que admirara6 o 
mundo) pela Santisissima Imagem do Senhor Crucificado do Coro 
do mesmo Convento a favor de suas devotas, & perseguidas 
Esposas: com as vidas das VV. Madres Fundadoras, & de outras 
muitas Religiosas assinaladas em virtude: Offerecida A M. 
Reverenda Madre Prioreza, & mais Religiosas do mesmo Convento 
de S. Monica Por Fr. Agostinho de Santa Maria, Definidor Géral da 
Congregac¢aé dos Agostinhos Descalgos de Portugal, natural de 
Estremoz 


de Santa Maria, 
Agostinho 


Lisbon : Na 
Officina de 
Antonio Pedrozo 
Galram 


1699 


4to. pp. (12), 819. Bound in contemporary limp vellum. Early ownership inscription in lower 
margin of title page: “He livro he da libraria da Augustinhas descalsas.” First edition. Nominally a 
history of an Augustinian convent founded in Goa in 1606, this important work is in fact much 
broader in scope: it gives a detailed history of Portuguese missions and missionaries, with a 
wealth of information on a wide variety of subjects relating to the Portuguese in the East. Among 
the biographies of persons associated with the Real Convento de Santa Monica is a lengthy one 
of D. Aleixo de Menezes, who was archbishop of Goa at the time of the convent’s foundation. 
Menezes oversaw the expansion of Augustinian missions in the East, on the west coast of India, 
the Coromandel coast, in Ceylon, and in Bengal; the number of Augustinian friars in the area 
increased from 99 to 155 during his time. The observations on sea voyages to Goa were used by 
Boxer in his annotations to the English translation of the Historia tragico-maritima. Agostinho de 
Santa Maria, born in Estremoz (his secular name was Manuel Gomes Freire), was a Discalced 
Augustinian and served as chronicler and vicar of his congregation. His prolific works are still 
considered among the classics of Portuguese literature. They include Rosas do Japan, Lisbon 
1709-24, an account of Christian women in Japan 
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8824785 


Ritual ofte ceremonial Tot ghebruyck vande Religieusen der 
Penitentie vande Derde Orden Ghereformeert van den 
Seraphinschen Vader S. Franciscus ghenaemt Capucinerssen, 
Eerst bevestight in het Bischdom van S. Omaer in 't Jaer 1614. 
ende seders verbreyt in diversche andere Steden ende Bisdommen 
van dese Nederlantsche Provintie ende elders 


Brussels : By 
Guilliam Jacobs 


[ca. 
1702] 


4to. pp. 91 (1), 15 (1). Bound in contemporary vellum over boards, blue silk ribbon, ties removed. 
Etched and engraved frontispiece portrait of Francoise de Saint-Omer. Small woodcut to title 
page, of a monk kneeling before a cross with attributes of the Passion, woodcut to p. 71 of Christ 
and later monastic disciples carrying crosses. Woodcut initials, some of them factotum, and 
further woodcut or typographical decoration. Printed correction pasted-over in headline, pp. 19, 
21, 23. With one leaf of smaller format tipped in after p. 4 and two leaves after p. 16. A very rare 
separately-printed volume of a three-part work issued for the early seventeenth-century women’s 
reformed religious congregation the Capuchinesses of Flanders. The service book includes texts 
for the women’s ceremonies of investiture and profession, for the administration of the holy 
sacrament, prayers and responses for the sick and dying, and the order for funerals. A section at 
end has the ceremony for celebrating fifty-year Jubilees. This is a customized copy, with tipped-in 
pages from a smaller-format liturgical publication. This is ostensibly volume two of a larger work 
for the order, but volumes one and three, which were printed not in Brussels but in Ghent in 1702 
and 1707, were issued without the present volume, and the present copy functioned as a stand- 
alone book. All the volumes were issued separately, it appears. The historian of the Capuchins of 
the Low Countries, Friar Hildebrand, notes that all kinds of small parts were published separately 
(De Kapucijnen in de Nederlanden en het Prinsbisdom Luik (Antwerp, 1955) 212 and n.2). Prior 
to 1796, the Capuchinesses of Flanders had sixteen institutions in the Low Countries. The 
present volume is marked by its imposing frontispiece portrait of the Order's founder, Francoise 
Taffin (Francoise de Saint-Omer, 1581-1642). This religious woman leader is depicted with 
instruments of self-discipline, including a crown of thorns for wearing and a scourge for whipping 
herself. The portrait is finer than those found in two lives of the founder (Mathias de Saint-Omer, 
La vie de la Vénérable Mére Soeur Frangoise de Saint-Omer (Saint-Omer, 1666) and Abbé 
Parenty, Vie de madame Maés, née Taffin du Hocquet, nommée en religion soeur Francoise de 
Saint-Omer (Lille, 1841). It is also different from the portrait found at the beginning of the Dutch- 
language life (‘Leven’) of the founder by Jan Baptist Onraet, printed in Ghent in 1721 
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8824784 


[Manuscript account of Christ's Passion] 


[Dauxon, Claire 
A. (Claire 
Angelique)] 


[France] 


[ca. 
1700] 


Manuscript, one volume (21.5 cms. x 16 cms.), 279 pages of writing (pp. 1-2 (4) 3-70, 72-94, (1 
blank), 95-277) + a 13-line note tipped onto front pastedown in a different hand. With a four-page 
addition in another (third) hand. One short note slipped in at p. 240, in this hand as well. Bound in 
contemporary dark brown calf, spine gilt. The text and addition are written in fair hands, without 
significant crossings out. The paper for the tipped-in note had a strip torn away, removing text 
from previous use on the other side. Long manuscript account of Christ's Passion, written c.1700 
by anun, sister Claire Angelique Dauxon. An early note tipped to front pastedown states that it 
would be read before the refectory during dinner. This is proven by another note (folded in at 
p.240): “At Sunday supper one can get to here”. The writer at the front pastedown observes that 
Dauxon used ancient and modern sources, including St. Bonaventure (1221-1274). Dauxon was 
considered (according to this writer) to have taken from her sources all that was most arresting 
and touching; there had apparently never been anything more beautiful, and the writer also 
remarks on the tenderness of the reading. The composition and performative functions of the text 
may invite proper study. Interestingly, it is in more than one hand: a second hand adds four 
pages of text near the beginning (the same person writes the loose note with the plans for the 
Sunday evening). Dauxon probably belonged to a community of Colettine Poor Clares (a branch 
of reformed female Franciscans). Her religious name “Claire” is after St. Clare of Assisi (1194- 
1253), progenitor of Franciscan women’s orders. St. Bonaventure, whose writings she uses, was 
Franciscan. At the end of the text the writer invokes St. Francis, St. Clare, and also the 
Franciscan reformer St. Colette (1381-1447) - whose order she likely therefore belongs to 
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8798005 


Le glorie maestose del Santuario di Loreto. Opera ampliata, e 
novamente data fuori da Baldassare Bartoli Cappellano d’Honore 
Dell’Altezza Serenissima Elettorale di Baviera. Dedicata 
all’Eminentissimo Principe il Signor Card. Altieri Protettore di Santa 
Casa 


Baldassare, 
Bartoli 


Macerata : 
Appresso 
Giacomo Filippo 
Pannelli 


1681 


8vo. pp. 118, (6). Contemporary carta rustica, long-stitched along flat backstrip, remains of paper 
labels. Frontispiece (titled La Sacrosanta Casa di Nazaret) with woodcut of the Virgin and Child 
being transported on the Holy House by angels, repeated on p. 115, small woodcut on last page 
with the Litany of the Virgin, woodcut initials, type ornament borders and headpieces. 18th- 
century ownership inscription on title, Ex libris Caroli Fr Orlik. Early edition of a guidebook for 
pilgrims to the Santa Casa di Loreto, one of the most important Marian pilgrimage sites in 
Europe. According to medieval legend, in 1291, just before the final defeat of the Crusaders, four 
angels carried the Holy House of the Virgin, where she had resided with Joseph and the Christ 
Child, from Nazareth to a hill in Dalmatia. Thence, either directly or with several stops along the 
way (versions vary), the house continued its miraculous peregrinations to its final resting place, a 
wooded site near Recanati. From this grove (lauretum) the shrine probably derived its name. A 
sanctuary was built over the house ca. 1469. The stones of the Holy House do seem to 
correspond to two types of limestone found in Nazareth but not in the Italian Marches. Historical 
evidence, including archival records and coins, has shown that the three-walled house, already 
venerated for centuries in Nazareth, had indeed been brought to Italy at the end of the Crusades, 
but in a sea voyage. Pilgrims have flocked to the shrine for centuries. Opening with a meditative 
preface on the life of the Virgin and the symbolism and affective import of the Santa Casa, (the 
“Teatro,” indexed separately at end), Bartoli's exhaustive treatise presents the early history of the 
shrine’s veneration, by Crusaders including Saint Louis; its “translation,” first to Dalmatia and 
thence to a hill near Recanati, a list of authors who have written about it, starting with the four 
Evangelists; relevant papal gifts, privileges, and indulgences; a history of princely and other 
distinguished pilgrims and benefactors; lists of masses and sacristies; a chapter on the many 
miracles of Our Lady of Loreto; description of the site’s governance; and several chapters 
describing the Holy House itself, from its original walls and altar to the statue of the Virgin and its 
grandiose later encasements, including Bramante’s marble facade, and the many works of art, 
precious gems, and reliquaries of the basilica. The last two chapters contain an itemized list of 
the sanctuary’s yearly expenses, and a description of the surrounding area and worthy sights of 
the bourg of Loreto. Following the tables of contents is a list of carriage routes to Loreto from 
various Italian cities with their stops and distances; and, to fill out the final page, the litany of the 
Virgin. Apparently first published in 1673, in Macerata (19 km from Loreto), this book was 
frequently reprinted, with additions and variations, to meet the constant demand: ICCU records 
32 editions, printed at first every year or couple of years, from 1673 to 1761, and OCLC adds two 
or three more. A German translation was issued in 1689. Some editions have no doubt been lost. 
The present edition does not exactly match either of two 1681 editions with this imprint described 
in ICCU. It shares the title with an edition with different typesetting, in 121, (7) pages 
(ITNICCU\SBLE\01 9048), while its typesetting and pagination, but not the title, match that of an 
edition containing a separately paginated second part (Le glorie maestose del Santuario di 
Loreto con i tesori celesti, e venerati di Terra Santa, diuisi in dui libri, IT\WCCU\RCAE\013083) 
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8862178 


Officium sancte Catherine virginis & martyris. Sancti Alexandri 
martyris. Sancti Panthaleonis martyris 


[Italy] 


1568 


8vo. ff. (24), slightly later MS foliation to “23” (skipping f. 20). Bound in late 19th-century English 
tan calf or sheep, gilt edges, bound with 17 blank leaves at end. Title printed in red above 
woodcut of St. Catherine within three-part border composed of woodcut and typographic strips 
and ornaments. Gothic and roman types, red & black printing, one woodcut initial. Signature of R. 
D. Dyneley on front flyleaf; book label of William O’Brien (1832-1899); bequeathed to the Jesuits 
at Milltown Park (two labels). An unrecorded, anonymous post-Tridentine edition of the Offices of 
Saint Catherine of Alexandria, St. Alexander of Bergamo, and St. Pantaleon. Each section opens 
with a hymn, the first two specific to the saint, the last a generic and popular hymn for individual 
martyrs. These are followed by the office and lectiones (readings and prayers) for each saint, 
including an account of their life and martyrdom. The charmingly crude title woodcut shows St. 
Catherine of Alexandria with her wheel and martyr’s palm. The artist may have conflated the 
early Christian Great Martyr with her more recently venerated homologue, Catherine of Siena, as 
the background contains some distinctly Tuscan-looking hills. The woodcut, border material, and 
types look Italian, and even Venetian. That the Saints include Pantaleon, popular in Venice, and 
Alexander of Bergamo, patron saint of that city (then under Venetian rule, and lacking its own 
press until 1578), supports the likelihood of a press from Venice or the Veneto. The justification 
of the red and black printing is wobbly in places, pointing to a small or possibly provincial press. 
A letter C in later ink at the upper left corner of the title page may indicate that this was part of a 
larger liturgical volume which was separated into parts and rebound, but perusal of religious 
works in octavo dated 1568 in EDIT-16 and the USTC has revealed no likely candidates 
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8862179 


Lumiere aux vivans par l’experience des morts, ou diverses 
apparitions des ames de Purgatoire de nostre siecle; Qui racontent 
leurs peines, & en recherchent le soulagement auprés de la Ven. 
Soeur Francoise du Tres S. Sacrement, Carmelite Déchaussée, 
laquelle les a écrites par obeissance. Imprimées en langue 
Espagnole, avec les doctes & judicieuses Remarques, de 
I'lllustrissime D. Jean de Palafox, Evesque de Osme: Et traduites 
Fidellement en Francois, Par le R. P. Albert de S. Jacques, Carme 
Déchaussé 


del Santisimo 
Sacramento, 
Francisca ; de 
Palafox y 
Mendoza, Juan 
: de Saint- 
Jacques, Albert 
[Christophe 
Mercier, 
pseud.] (trans.) 


Lyon : Chez Pierre 
Guillimin 


1675 


8vo. pp. (24), 670 (recto 680), (24). Bound in contemporary calf, spine gold-tooled and -lettered 
in compartments. Small woodcut on p. 177, woodcut head- and tailpieces and initials. Early MS 
interlinear correction on p. 243. Contemporary inscription on front free endpaper: “ce livre 
apartien aux carmelites de montauban.” First edition in French of the mystical visions of a 
Castilian Carmelite, with the commentary of Juan de Palafox y Mendoza (1600-1659), Bishop of 
Osma (previously Visitador General to the American colonies). At the age of 21, Francisca de 
Vinuesa (or Binvessa, 1561-1629) declared her intention to take the vows, to the dismay of her 
family of wealthy Castilian aristocrats, and in 1583 she entered the Carmelite convent of St. 
Joseph in Pamplona. Described charitably by some superiors as of simple and unpolished 
manners, and by others more frankly as “of a harsh and angry disposition,” Francisca Binvessa 
was a “persistent troublemaker” who constantly stirred up dissension in the convent, and who 
“herself admitted to having little aptitude for devotions and to finding spiritual exercises 
“repugnant” (Haliczer, Between Exaltation and Infamy: Female Mystics in the Golden Age of 
Spain, 2002, pp. 179-180). She nonetheless managed to achieve local fame as a holy woman. 
Plagued by nightmarish hallucinations throughout her childhood, she continued experiencing 
disturbing visions during her first years in the convent, which she and her superiors at first 
attributed to the devil. Gradually, her visions became peopled with less threatening creatures, 
including the Virgin, St. Teresa, and above all souls from Purgatory, whom she regarded as her 
“visitors,” over two hundred of whom are described in these pages. The sufferings of the souls in 
Purgatory was a matter of great concern in early modern Spain, and “the ability to intercede to 
alleviate [their] torment ... became a key element in creating and sustaining a reputation for 
sanctity” (op. cit., p. 222). Thanks to the support of the local bishop (Cristobal de Lobera), 
Francisca was able to obtain a large number of indulgences to distribute. “Needless to say, the 
authority to distribute indulgences to whomever she pleased greatly enhanced Francisca’s 
prestige in the city” (op. cit., p. 97). She died a “popular saint,” but was never beatified. Initially, 
distrusting Francesca’s visions as possibly products of her imagination, her superiors had 
forbidden her from speaking to these “visitors,” and they imposed as punishment, or perhaps as 
outlet, that she keep a written record of their appearances and utterances. Her notes later came 
into the possession of Palafox y Mendoza. They were first published in his posthumously printed 
‘Luz alos vivos y escarmiento en los muertos’ (Madrid 1661, reprinted in 1668), although 
Francisca’s name does not appear in the titles or in library catalogue entries of those editions. A 
bilingual Spanish-Italian edition followed in 1673, two years before the present translation by the 
French Carmelite Christophe Mercier, using his religious name Albert de Saint-Jacques. A 42- 
page life of Sister Francisca precedes the text, in which her accounts of 229 visions, printed in 
italic, are followed by Palafox y Mendoza’s longer analyses, in roman type 
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8862180 


Opere della B. Maria Maddalena de Pazzi Carmelitana. Raccolte dal 
M.R. Padre Maestro Fra Lorenzo Maria Brancaccio Carmelitano 
dell'Osservanza di Santa Maria della Vita in Napoli. Con due 
Prediche in lode dell'istessa Beata 


de’ Pazzi, 
Maria M. (Maria 
Maddalena) 
(de’ Pazzi, 
Caterina) ; 
Brancaccio, 
Lorenzo M. 
(Lorenzo Maria) 
(ed.) ; 
Belvedere, 
Bartolomeo ; 
Orsi, Michele 


Naples : per 
Francesco Savio 
Stampator della 
Corte 
Arcivescovale 


1643 


4to. pp (16), 524, 50 [1 blank leaf], 15 [1 bl.], 28. Contemporary parchment over flexible boards, 
manuscript title on backstrip. Woodcut initials. First edition of a curated collection of the 
utterances of the Florentine mystic and saint Maria Maddalena de’ Pazzi (1566-1607). The 
frequent and often daylong trances, visions, raptures, losses of consciousness, and occasional 
convulsions of de’ Pazzi commenced, the story goes, during a period of illness, in 1584, on the 
day she took the veil, having entered the Carmelite monastery of Santa Maria degli Angeli two 
years earlier. What were later collected as her manuscript writings were in fact systematic written 
records, made by teams of her fellow nuns, of her trance-induced orations. Far from disjointed 
ramblings, her oracular pronouncements revealed a cohesive quasi-Quietist conception of the 
path toward renovation of the Church and of monastic life. She modelled the latter goal especially 
through intense personal asceticism, including simple clothing, bare feet, fasting and other more 
extreme physical mortifications, considered excessive by Church authorities but which were 
allowed to continue in part thanks to the steadfast support of her fellow Carmelite nuns. She later 
wrote a series of prophetic letters to Pope Sixtus V, to the archbishop of Florence and future 
pope Alessandro de’ Medici, and to other highly placed Church authorities, which shocked 
contemporaries for their boldness, and were neither presented at her canonization nor published 
for another 200 years. It was noted that during her trances Maria Maddalena was always able to 
pray at the appointed hours, and to take the Sacraments and her meals. This is significant, as 
her visions and mystical utterances should be understood in the context of post-Tridentine 
Catholicism. Visions and mystical raptures were in effect then the only acceptable means of 
religious commentary open to women of the Church, who were allowed neither to study, much 
less to comment on theology or the scriptures, or to hold any temporal religious authority outside 
their particular convents. Using this accepted language of mystical revelations Maria Maddalena 
de’ Pazzi, who was canonized in 1669 by Clement IX, made significant and influential 
contributions to Christian spirituality. In 1609, two years after her death, the convent’s confessor 
Vincenzo Puccini published an account of her life and a transcription of the nuns’ collected 
recordings of her prophecies and visions. For the present edition the Carmelite Lorenzo Maria 
Brancaccio, as explained in his preface to the reader, rearranged her works, using Puccini's 
transcriptions (which omitted her letters), into coherent chapters categorized by theological 
subject. Brancaccio claims that not a word of the saint's visionary accounts was changed, other 
than a few words of Florentine dialect, but this being the third, now highly edited step in a chain 
of paraphrases, that is a slight exaggeration. The three parts at the end contain two sermons 
praising Maria Maddalena by Bartolomeo Belvedere and Brancaccio; a summary of theological 
concepts in her speeches (Compendio di tutta la teolologia, cauato dall'opre [sic] della beata 
Maria Maddalena de Pazzi); and a laudatory poem in 55 stanzas in ottava rima by Michele Orsi 
of the Neapolitan literary academy the Accademia degli Oziosi, followed by ten short poems by 
other members of the academy and three nuns. Until the scholarly publication of the original 
manuscripts in the 1960s, Brancaccio’s rearrangement remained the standard published version 
of Maria Maddalena’s works, and was reprinted in 1675, 1712, 1719, 1739, etc., along with 
Puccini's Vita 
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8862177 


Vita B. Virginis Teresize a lesu Ordinis Carmelitarum Excalceatorum 
Piae Restauratricis. Illustrissimo Domino D. Roderico Lasso Nifio. 
Comiti de Afiover. Serenissimi Archiducis Alberti economo 
supremo &ca. dicata 


Collaert, 
Adriaen (engr.) 
: Galle, 
Cornelius 
(engr.) 


Antwerp : Apud 
Adrianum 
Collardum et 
Cornelium 
Galleum 


1613 


Folio. Title and 24 engraved plates numbered 2-25. 14 plates signed by Collaert, 1 plate by 
Galle, the remaining are unsigned. Bound in red morocco, boards and spine tooled in gold. Each 
plate is accompanied by an explanatory text in Latin and a manuscript translation in French in a 
fine contemporary calligraphic hand. The very rare first edition of this suite of 24 engravings 
representing the life of Teresa of Avila (1515-1582), designed by the prominent Antwerp 
engravers and print publishers Adriaen Collaert (c. 1560-1618) and Cornelis Galle | (1576-1650), 
issued on the eve of the beatification of Teresa in 1614. Following her canonization in 1622, the 
title in subsequent editions was altered to Vita S[anctae] Virginis Teresiae to reflect the sainthood 
of Teresa. As an adolescent Teresa enjoyed fashionable clothing and outings, yet she eventually 
became drawn to God. At 21, she entered the Carmelite Convent of the Incarnation, and two 
years later became a nun. She launched the Carmelite reform in 1562 by founding the first 
Discalced convent, in Avila, Spain. “Discalced” or barefoot meant to signal a return to an austere 
lifestyle of prayer. Despite opposition from the Calced Carmelites, the Church, and the king, 
Teresa managed to establish sixteen more Discalced convents during her life. In addition to 
Carmelite reformation, she is known for her writings, especially her autobiography, The Life of 
Teresa of Jesus as well as The Interior Castle and The Way of Perfection. The publication of the 
present engravings was championed by Teresa’s disciple Ana de Jesus (1545-1621), an 
important female religious leader in her own right. After Teresa’s death, Ana assembled for 
publication the literary works of her teacher and helped found monasteries of the Discalced 
Carmelite nuns throughout Europe. Around 1610, at the invitation of Infanta Isabella and 
Archduke Albert, both supporters of Counter-Reformation and the movement of Discalced nuns, 
Ana moved to Brussels, where she helped found a monastery of her order. In 1619, she assisted 
with the founding of the Discalced Carmelite monastery in Antwerp—the place of publication of 
these engravings. The album is dedicated to Don Rodrigo Nifio y Lasso, Count of Afiover, 
treasurer of Archduke Albert and Infanta Isabel Clara Eugenia. The engravings are based on the 
autobiography of Teresa. According to Saldanha (“Fontes para a iconografia teresiana no 
convento do Santissimo Coracgao de Jesus a Estrela,” Cultura: Revista de Historia e Teoria das 
Ideias, vol. 21 (2005), pp. 101-126), Ana de Jesus was responsible for choosing subjects for the 
plates. The selected episodes mostly illustrate mystic and ascetic facets of Saint Teresa’s life, 
especially her visions. The prints enjoyed great popularity and served as the foundational visual 
material for the dissemination of information about Santa Teresa, influencing many paintings and 
prints by other artists. In addition to giving a visual account of Teresa’s life, these finely engraved 
prints serve as a source of information on religious and lay clothing of the time, landscapes, city 
views, and interiors. The publishers of these engravings, Adriaen Collaert and his brother-in-law 
Cornelis Galle |, came from two prominent families of engravers and print publishers based in 
Antwerp—the center for print production in Europe in the seventeenth century. The Galle family, 
which was also connected to the Plantin-Moretus family, specialized in various types of prints, 
including “more conventional devotional subjects, which became even more popular following the 
1585 fall of Antwerp to Spanish troops and the subsequent thorough reimposition of the Catholic 
faith in the region” (Bowen, “Workshop Practices in Antwerp: The Galles,” Print Quarterly, 26 (2), 
2009, p. 127) 
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8359160 


[Complete tabella secretarum] 


[France] 


[Early 
18th 
century 


] 


Folding triptych (450 x 720 mm unfolded), three panels with engraved plates depicting the 
Passion of Christ, hand-colored with gold and silver highlights, cut and pasted to heavy board, 
plus three panels with manuscript text in a neat hand in imitation of print, rubrics and some 
illumination. The three panels with contemporary calf backing, gilt borders and dentelles. A very 
rare survival of a complete tabella secretarum, or set of three elaborately mounted altar cards, to 
be placed on the altar during the Eucharist of a Roman Catholic Mass, giving the texts of the 
communion prayers and instructions to be said in a low voice (hence ‘secretarum’) by the priest. 
On the left-hand panel are found the texts of the Gloria and Suscipe sancte Pater, in the center 
and right are the prayers and instructions for the presentation of the host and chalice. All in 
manuscript, these are set within 10 cut engraved prints, unidentified, but almost certainly French, 
which have been richly hand colored. Altar cards were visual cues or memory aids to assist the 
celebrant at Mass and were usually propped against the back of the altar. In this case the 
unfolded triptych is free standing. It would usually be folded away after Eucharist, as is implied by 
the format of this example, but in some cases also became a permanent feature of the altar with 
an elaborate frame or border. Single cards are known from the sixteenth century, but by the 
seventeenth century they more usually appeared as a group of three 
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8690876 


Copia de la Carta, en que la Reverenda Madre Sor Maria Gertrudis 
de Lero, Abadessa del Convento de Sefior San Miguel Capuchinas 
del Gran Puerto de Santa Maria, da quenta a los demas Conventos 
del dichoso Transito, y heroycas Virtudes de la Venerable Madre 
Sor Maria Josepha Antonia Melero, primera Abadessa, y Fundadora 
de dicho su Convento el dia 28. de Diciembre de 1750 


de Lero, Maria 
G. (Maria 
Gertrudis) 


Puerto [de Santa 
Maria, near Cadiz] 
: en la Imprenta 
de D. Roque 
Gomez 


[1751] 


4to. pp. (2), 24. Simple woodcut border on title page. Large woodcut initial ‘A’ on A2. Bound in 
modern marbled wrappers. Extremely rare sole edition of Sor Maria Gertrudis de Lero’s personal 
account of the founding of her convent and the life of its first Mother Superior, Maria Josepha 
Antonia Melero y Andia (1667-1750). Written on the occasion of her recent passing on December 
6th, 1750, the work seems to represent a printed version of an internal ‘newsletter’ composed by 
the new abbess, and it perhaps circulated to affiliated Poor Clare convents. The text was clearly 
written for the benefit of her fellow nuns, whom she periodically addresses as “Madres mias”, and 
the final page is signed and dated (in letterpress) from the convent on the 28th December 1750 
by Sor Maria Gertrudis, “Indigna Abadessa.” The first stones of the Capuchin (Poor Clare) 
Convent of St. Michael in Puerto de Santa Maria (a district of Cadiz) were laid in 1733, but the 
building was not habitable until 1736. The subject of Sor Maria Gertrudis’ eulogy, Maria Josepha 
Antonia Melero, was born in 1667 and professed in 1688 in Zaragoza, where she spent the first 
ten years of her religious life progressing up the ladder from ‘estado de Religiosa de fuera del 
Choro’ to being accepted into the Choro, as the Mistress of Novices, as the ‘Vicaria’, and so on. 
Sor Maria Gertrudis pays particular attention to her subject's terminal illness and death. The 
former abbess continued in robust health to direct the convent's activities including the ‘matins’ 
until the age of 81. But thereafter - as described here in typically grisly detail - she developed “a 
deformed lump that rose on one thigh”; after five days the doctor was finally called, "and seeing 
this monstrosity of a swelling, the discomfort, and above all her advanced age, commanded that 
she no longer consider performing ‘matins’...” (p. 11). After her death, the nuns handling her 
corpse observed a noteworthy phenomenon: when lifting her body to be placed in a coffin, the 
corpse’s head naturally lolled back “as is usual in all cadavers”, but then straightened itself into a 
reverentially bowed position “with such firmness, that once placed in the coffin, she was left 
without any support, or pillows...” (p. 13) 
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8901414 


Fundacion, y primero siglo, de! muy religioso Convento de Sr. S. 
Joseph de Religiosas Carmelitas Descalzas de la Ciudad de la 
Puebla de los Angeles, en la Nueva Espajia, el primero que se 
fundo en la America Septemtrional, en 27. de Diziembre de 1604. 
Governando este obispado el illustrissimo Sefior Doctor D. Diego 
Romano, quien lo erigid, y fundé, en virtud de Breve Apostolico de 
N. M. S. P. Clemente VIII. Que con la subscripcion de capitulo 25. 
del Libro 12. del tomo tercero, de la Reforma de los Descalzos de 
Nuestra Sefiora del Carmen de la primitiva Observancia, hecha por 
Santa Theresa de Jesus, en la antiquissima Religion, fundada por 
el Grande Propheta Elias. Escribe, y saca a luz el Dr. D. Joseph 
Gomez de la Parra, Angelopolitano, Colegial del Maior de Santos, 
Magistral en la Santa Iglesia de Michoacan, y despues en esta de la 
Puebla, electo Maestre Escuela, Examinador Synodal en los dos 
Obispados, Cathedratico de Prima de Theologia, en los Reales 
Colegios de S. Pedro, y S. Juan de esta Ciudad, y Regente de sus 
Estudios. Y por su fallecimiento, proseguida, Por el Doctor D. 
Joseph Martinez de la Parra, Decano en la facultad de Sagrada 
Theologia, y Calificador del Santo Officio de la Inquisicion de este 
Reyno. Dedicada por las Religiosas de este Convento, a Nuestra 
Sra. de el Carmen 


Gémez de la 
Parra, José ; 
Martinez de la 
Parra, José 


Puebla de los 
Angeles : por la 
Viuda de Miguel 
de Ortega 


1732 


Folio, pp. (18), 603, (7). Numerous errors in pagination. Bound in contemporary limp vellum. 
Some minor worming, in some instances costing a letter or two. Contemporary inscription “Es de 
la comunidad de Nuestra Madre Santa Inés’, almost certainly the Dominican Convento de Santa 
Inés, Puebla (founded 1620). First edition of a history of the first Discalced Carmelite convent in 
New Spain (established in 1604), written by the Peruvian-born Criollo theologian, José Gomez de 
la Parra, who preached in the Cathedral Church of Puebla and the city’s convents, and made use 
of the convent's archives while writing this work. The bulk of the book consists of biographies of 
51 of the convent’s nuns, making this an invaluable record of the lives of the women who lived 
within the convent’s walls in the first hundred years of its existence. One of the most remarkable 
women is Juana Esperanza de San Alberto, who came to the convent as a slave from Guinea 
Bissau. She worked as a servant, earned a reputation as exceptionally pious and was professed 
as anun on her deathbed in 1678. Her story is one of the very few lives of cloistered African 
women from early 18th-century New Spain to have come down to us. José Gomez de la Parra 
composed his biography of “la Morena” in 1703, more than twenty years after her death, relying 
on the writings of Juana de Jesus Maria, a nun who had known Juana Esperanza for thirty-nine 
years (See J. Bristol & T. Harvey, “Creole Civic Pride and Positioning “Exceptional” Black 
Women’ in M. McAleer Balkun & S. C. Imbarrato, Women’s Narratives of the Early Americas and 
the Formation of Empire, 2016, p. 48; V. Benoist, “El "blanqueamiento" de dos escogidas negras 
de Dios: Sor Esperanza la negra, de Puebla y Sor Teresa la negrita, de Salamanca’, in Afro- 
Hispanic Review , 2014, 33 (2), pp. 23-40) 
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8901415 


Rosa Limensis, seu Symbola, quibus virtutes, gesta, et miracula 
Rosee de S[an]ta Maria exprimuntur autore Dominico Raccamadori 
in signum obsequii, et devotionis typis commissa, et Eminentiss., ac 
Reverendiss. Principi Francisco Barberino S. R. E. Card[jnalli 
Ampliss[isi]mo in servitutis, et observantize argumentum dicata 


Raccamadori, 
Domenico 


Fermo : Apud. Jo. 
Franc. Bolis, & 
Fratres Impress. 
Arc., & Priorales 


1711 


4to. pp. 7, (1), 6, (2) (final p. blank). Bound in 18th c. ivory vellum, re-cased. Illustrated with forty 
engraved emblems, a portrait of Santa Rosa, and the arms of the dedicatee, Cardinal Francesco 
Barberini (1662-1738). Sole and extremely rare edition of the only known emblematic 
hagiography dedicated entirely to the Peruvian Santa Rosa de Lima (1586-1617), the first 
indigenous South American saint. Though largely forgotten outside Latin American Roman 
Catholic devotional traditions, Santa Rosa was arguably the most widely known, admired, and 
indeed venerated woman of the entire 17th century. Often, the iconographic motifs in the present 
work are connected to engravings, paintings, ecclesiastical images which were produced to 
celebrate the beatification and canonization of Saint Rose. As Elio Vélez states, this emblem 
book relates key moments of her life to topics in iconography, legitimizing her relationship with 
classical symbols to establish a Criollo mythography. (Santa Rosa de Lima y al simbologia sacro. 
Lectura desde la épica, la corografia y la iconografia (siglos XVII-XVIII), Lexis, 31 (1-2), 2007, 
pp. 357-389: 378. See also this article and R. Mujica, Rosa limensis. Mistica, politica e 
iconografia en torno a la patrona de América, 2001, chapter 4, for interpretations of some of 
some of the emblems, such as the Gordian knot as symbolizing the chain that Santa Rosa wore 
around her waist, locked with a padlock.) 
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8901416 


Manifiesto que el RI. Convento de Religiosas de Jesus Maria de 
Mexico de el Real Patronato Sujeto a el Orden de la Purissima e 
Immaculada Concepcion haze a el Sagrado Concilio Provincial de 
las Razones que le Asisten para que se digne de declarar ser la 
que siguen vida comun y conforme a su regla y que no se debe 
hazer alguna novedad en el methodo que les prescrivio el 
Ill[ustrisi]mo y Ex{cellentisi]mo Sr. Arzob[is]po. Dn. F. Payo Enriques 
de Rivera cuia Resolucion pretenden que a mayor abundamiento se 
aprueve y el que han observado en los demas puntos que se 
expressan. Lo dicto el L{icencia]do Dn. Balthazar Ladron de 
Guevara individuo de el I[llustrje y RI Colego de Aboga[do]s su 
Concilia[rijo Promo[tojr perpetuo y Ex-Rector 


Ladr6én de 
Guevara, 
Baltasar 


Mexico City 


1771- 
08-24 


Folio, pp. (559). Manuscript on paper bound in contemporary cat’s paw calf with leather ties, 
spine gilt, ruled in compartments and adorned with attractive floral tools. There is a minor (less 
than 1 inch) worm trail to the opening leaves, entering the text but with no loss of sense. With 
additional leaves inserted and paper slips pasted in. Provenance: Sir Thomas Phillips (1792- 
1872), MS. No. 21258 (paper spine label.) Sold as Lot 4860 on Tuesday, 25th May, 1948 
(Excerpt from sale catalogue loosely inserted). A working draft, with numerous additions and 
corrections, almost certainly authorial, of a “Manifiesto” written at the behest of the nuns of the 
Order of the Immaculate Conception of the convent Jesus Maria of Mexico by the Guatemalan- 
born star lawyer Baltasar Ladron de Guevara (d. 1804). The work is a strenuous protest against 
the ambitious Enlightenment-era religious reforms that the Bourbon crown, the Bishop of Pueblo 
and the Archbishop of Mexico wished to make to convent life by establishing the common life in 
convents and curbing access to private money. It is an invaluable record of the history, daily 
practices, and economics of a Colonial-era Mexican convent, and an early articulation of 
cloistered women’s yearning for self-determination in the New World. The text was presented at 
the Fourth Mexican Provincial Council in May, 1771 (A. Lavrin, ‘Ecclesiastical Reform of 
Nunneries in New Spain in the Eighteenth Century’, in The Americas, 1965, 22 (2)). The printed 
edition appeared later in 1771, printed by Felipe de Zufiga y Ontiveros (Medina, Mexico, 5451). 
That this manuscript was a draft intended for preparing the work for publication, rather than for 
presentation at the Council, is clear from a manuscript note in the same hand as that in which the 
manuscript is written at the foot of the final leaf stating that this manuscript draft was begun on 
June 8th and completed on August 24th, 1771. Furthermore, all of the many corrections made in 
the text, whether in the margins or on additional leaves and slips of paper, are reflected in the 
printed text although some portions of cancelled sections have been incorporated in the final 
version. The footnotes are in a different hand, presumably because Ladr6n had a scribe with 
access to official records. There was further correspondence between the author and the 
publisher prior to printing the text, during which the text was further refined 
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8901417 


Ordinum Religiosorum in Ecclesia Militanti Catalogus, Eorumque 
indumenta in Iconibus expressa, & oblata Clementi XI. Pont. Max. 
Pars Prima [-Tertia] 


Bonanni, 
Filippo ; Van 
Westerhout, 
Arnold (engr.) 


Rome : Typis 
Antonii de Rubeis 
[vol. I] ; Rome: 
Typis Georgii 
Plachi caelaturam 
profitentis, & 
characterum 
fusoriam [vol. Il & 
III] 


1706 
[vol |.] ; 
1707 
[vol. II] 
-1710 
[vol. III] 


3 volumes in 4to. pp. (38), (564) including 141 engraved plates, (4); pp. (16), (432) including 108 
plates, (4); pp. (16), (288) including 75 plates, (2). Bound in contemporary sheep with gilt 
ornaments and titles on spines. With parallel Latin/Italian title pages and parallel text throughout, 
text on recto of leaves only. With woodcut title vignette, initials and tailpieces. Includes index. 
Scarce first edition. Vol. | (141 plates): Degli Huomini Religiosi; Vol. II (108 plates): Delle Vergini 
a Dio dedicate; Vol. Ill (75 plates): “in cui si riferiscono alcuni di essi tralasciati nella prima 
edizione, diversi Collegii di Alunni, e Congregazioni di Fanciulle”. Containing a total of 141 plates 
of the female monastic orders (108 in Vol. Il, 33 in Vol. Ill). Vol. Ill states that the plates were 
engraved by Arnold van Westerhout (1651-1725) from the designs of the painter Andrea Orazi 
(1670-1749). Few recognize that the most extensive “Costume Book’ of the Early Modern Period 
focusing women was in no way dedicated to the latest secular fashions of courtly dress and high- 
society hairstyles; rather, Bonanni’s masterpiece preserves, more than any other historical 
source, the formal habits of the established female religious orders of the world. Few academic 
libraries in the world possess a full, 3-volume set (most have just singletons, if any at all). The 
range is extraordinary, from the symbolic robes of the learned orders of female scholars, to 
orphaned female acolytes, to Coptic Christian women religious 


229 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


8901418 


Storia di Suor Giulia di Marco. E della falsa Dottrina insegnata da 
lei, dal Padre Aniello Acieri, e da Giusepp de Vicariis. Con il 
Reassunto del Processo contra di essi, e colla loro abjurazione 
Seguita in Roma a 12 del mese di lugio 1615. Con il Summario di 
alcune altre eresie, che servira per Proemio di quelle di Suor Giulia 


[Pagano, 
Valerio?] 


[Rome or Naples] 


[secon 
d half 
of the 
17th 
century 


] 


ff. (108) [last 45 blank]. Bound in contemporary vellum. Manuscript executed in brown ink, 
supplemented or continued at various times judging by discontinuous stroke thicknesses etc. On 
laid paper, watermarked G. N. [?] with two birds in a circle, and with folds to denote margins. 
Neapolitan bookseller’s ticket (F. Casella) on pastedown, dated 10th May 1926; enclosed 
postcard of Bolognese bookseller Orfeo Vigarani with reference notes on Suor Giulia (ca. 19807). 
Unique (?) witness of this unpublished account of the trial and abjuration of Giulia di Marco 
(1575-after 1615) and her two accomplices, accused and ultimately convicted of having operated 
an early modern sex cult in Spanish Naples during the first decades of the 17th century. The 
Storia survives in a handful of copies but remains unprinted (and certainly untranslated) to this 
day; a manuscript kept at U Penn contains significant textual differences (including omissions) 
relative to the present example. Forming much of the basis for modern scholarship on Suor 
Giulia, the scathing Storia is thought to have been authored by a Theatine archivist, Valerio 
Pagano, in the second half of the 17th century. The procedural documents of Suor Giulia’s trial 
apparently remain inaccessible to the public in the Vatican archives. The Church found itself 
faced with a bizarre case of monastic apostasy in the form of Suor Giulia, who decided that the 
words of Jesus in John 13:14 commanding his followers to “Love one another” were to be taken 
literally. For Giulia, carnal acts were a form of meditative prayer and welcomed by God; she 
believed herself to have been singled out by God for her ability to bestow “carnal charity” upon 
her followers as a substitute for prayer and confession. Her lengthy confession and abjuration in 
the Basilica di Santa Maria sopra Minerva in Rome on July 12 1615 recorded in the present 
manuscript recounts the complex history of this movement, which seems to have engulfed much 
of the Neapolitan nobility in the early 17th century. Giulia had been born into poverty in the village 
of Sepino, some fifty miles north-east of Naples in 1575. At the age of 12, Guilia was sold into 
servitude; when her master died she moved in with her sister in Naples and gave birth to a child 
whom she left in the foundling wheel of the Convent of the Annunziata. She later claimed that this 
traumatic experience marked a turning point in her spiritual life; soon thereafter she was 
professed as a Franciscan tertiary, and began to experience visions. Suor Giulia was by all 
accounts an unlikely cult leader: small, swarthy, and probably mostly illiterate, she nevertheless 
gained a popular following among the Neapolitan masses, and ultimately among the aristocracy. 
The Spanish nobility resident in Naples also seem to have indulged themselves in her meetings; 
cementing such reputable followers certainly protected Giulia for a time. After establishing her 
practice, Giulia took the prudent step of allying herself to both a priest and a lawyer - Aniello 
Arciero and Giuseppe De Vicariis respectively. In 1606 the Dominican friar Diodato Gentile, 
Commissioner of the Holy Office, warned his superiors in Rome of rumors concerning obscure 
meetings in Giulia’s house in the Via dei Mannesi. The Holy Office ordered the bishop to isolate 
Giulia from her followers at first in her home and later in the monastery of Sant'Antonio da 
Padova in Piazza Bellini. The nun was forbidden to write or receive letters; Aciero was also 
forbidden to act as confessor and was ordered to remain within the confines of the state of the 
Church. Giulia remained in the monastery for three years, surreptitiously exchanging letters with 
the lawyer Giuseppe de Vicarris through a schoolgirl of the convent. In the meantime, Giulia’s 
supporters back in Naples demanded her release, pitting the Spanish governors against the 
Roman Holy Inquisition. A councilor writing on behalf of the Spanish Viceroy finally achieved 
Giulia’s release in October 1610. The ordeal only seems to have heightened her popularity, and 
her “religious exercises” moved to more spacious quarters and finally to the Palazzo Orsini 
Gravina on Via Monteoliveto. Here visitors to Giulia were split into two groups: the married and 
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older men went dispatched to rooms where they were urged to pray, while the younger single 
men could visit Giulia or one of the other ‘sisters’ and commune with God through ‘carnal charity’. 
Finally, in 1615, Diodato Gentile, who had since risen to become the Papal Nuncio, put an end to 
the heresy. Giulia and her two accomplices were arrested and transferred to Rome to face 
questioning. Threatened with being burned alive at the stake, all three confessed (providing most 
of the text of the present manuscript). The priest Aciero was particularly loquacious in the 
description of his sexual activities with Giulia, even reporting that she had had five or six 
abortions. For his part, the lawyer De Vicariis explained that he had truly believed that sexual 
union with Giulia or her ‘sisters’ was not a sin but a way of receiving virtue and grace from the 
Holy Spirit, and that he had engaged in these activities thinking spiritual thoughts all the while. 
The trio renounced their beliefs and were sentenced to life in prison at the Castel Sant'Angelo, 
where they died on unspecified dates sometime after 1615 
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8901419 


Primeira [Segunda, Terceira] Parte da Historia de S. Domingos 
Particular do Reino, e Conquistas de Portugal. Por Fr. Luis Cacegas 
Da mesma Ordem, e Provincia, e Chronista della. Reformada em 
estilo, e ordem, e amplificada em successos, e particularidades por 
Fr. Luis de Sousa Filho do Convento de Bemfica. [Volume IV: 
Quarta Parte da Historia de S. Domingos, Particular do Reyno, e 
Conquistas de Portugal. Offerecida A Augusta Magestade Delrey 
nosso Senhor Dom Joaé V. por Fr. Lucas de S[anjta Catharina, 
Chronista da Ordem dos Prégadores, e Academico da Academia 
Real] 


de Sousa, Luis 
de Santa 
Catharina, 
Lucas ; de 
Cacegas, Luis 


Lisbon : Na 
Officina de 
Antonio Rodrigues 
Galhardo 


1767 


4 volumes in folio. (10 Il.), 718 pp. [702 wrongly numbered 904]; (19 Il.), 463 pp.; (9 Il.), 447 pp.; 
(14 ll.), 819 pp. Uniformly bound in contemporary cat’s-paw mottled sheep. Free endleaves 
removed from volume I. Spines with raised bands in six compartments, crimson morocco 
lettering pieces, gilt bands and ornaments. Woodcut title pages: architectural frame with 7 figures 
of Sao Domingo (or Dominicans?). Woodcut and typographical headpieces. Woodcut factotum 
initials. Second edition of this classic account of the Dominican Order in Portugal and its 
overseas empire during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. It includes many transcriptions 
of primary sources. Frei Luis de Cacegas (1540-1610), chronicler of the Dominicans in Portugal, 
began to gather the material for this work. At the request of the Dominicans, Frei Luis de Sousa 
took up the work after the death of Cacegas; the first volume was published in 1623, and two 
more in 1662 and 1678. The fourth volume, by Lucas de Santa Catharina, was first printed in 
1733. It is rare to find all four volumes of the first edition together. A third edition appeared in 
1866. The chronicle begins with a life of St. Dominic (1170-1221). It includes a description of the 
establishment of dozens of Dominican monasteries and convents in Portugal, and details of the 
lives of hundreds of monks and nuns of the Order. In volume II, ten chapters deal with 
Dominicans in Africa (Loanda, Congo, Ethiopia, Guiné, Ceuta, Tangiers). In volume Ill, 39 
chapters are on India (Goa, Chaul, Cochin, Solor). In the final volume, eleven chapters deal with 
India and the Far East (Siam, Malacca, Solor, other parts of Indonesia, and particularly Timor), 
and five more with Africa (the Kingdom of Mutapa and Ethiopia). Near the end, three chapters 
are on Irish monasteries established in Portugal. Vol. | includes a chapter dedicated to Catherine 
of Siena, and the indexes for the vols. II-III include many references to female religious; roughly 
half of vol. IV deals specifically with female religious, including several chapters (37-39) on the 
founding of the Convento de Santa Joanna. The scope of the work is breathtaking and truly 
globe-trotting, making this perhaps the single most intensively global female missionary 
publication of the Early Modern Period. Bell noted that the Chronicle has “lasting value by virtue 
of his style” and is “in matter and manner one of the masterpieces of Portuguese literature” 
(Portuguese Literature, p. 242-3). A descendant of the second Conde de Marialva, Fr. Luiz de 
Sousa (Santarém, 1557 or 1558? - Convento de Benfica, 1632), whose secular name was 
Manuel de Sousa Coutinho, entered the Knights of Malta as a novice. Shortly thereafter he was 
taken prisoner by Algerian pirates. As a captive in Algiers from 1575 to 1576 he befriended 
Miguel de Cervantes, who mentions him in Los Trabajos de Persiles y Sigismunda. Back in 
Portugal he earned a reputation as an unbending patriot when in 1599, as governor of Almada, 
he burned down his home rather than receive the Castilian authorities there. Perhaps because of 
this forthright attitude, he is said to have gone to Panama to seek his fortune in 1600, returning in 
1604 or 1605. In 1613, he and his wife entered separate convents. His classic Vida de D. Fr. 
Bertolomeu dos Martyres (1619) was described by Camilo Castelo Branco as a ‘livro divino” 
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8901420 


Oracion panegirica, y funebre, que en las honrras de la venerable 
Sierva de Dios Soror Ana de los Angeles, 6 Monteagudo, Religiosa, 
y Madre del observantissimo Monasterio de Santa Catalina de Sena 
de la Ciudad de Arequipa. Dixo el M. R. P. Ivan Alonso de 
Cereceda Rector del Colegio de la Compafiia de Jesus de la misma 
Ciudad, Cathedratico de Prima que ha sido en su Provincia. Sale a 
luz de mandato del Il[lustrisiJmo Sefior Doct. Don Antonio de Leon, 
del Consejo de su Magestad, Obispo que fue de Panama, su 
Presidente, Governador, y Capitan general; Obispo de Truxillo, y al 
presente de dicha Ciudad de Arequipq, que oy6 este Sermon 
asistiendo a el celebrando de Pontifical 


de Cereceda, 
Juan Alonso 


Lima : por Luis de 
Lyra 


1686 


Ato. ff. 8, 12. Reused vellum, probably 19th century, spine lettered in ink. Contemporary marginal 
annotations on text, giving us an immediate sense of a Peruvian reader's first reactions to the life 
of this female celebrity visionary and mystic. Engraved bookplates on front pastedown of C. Cruz 
Montt and of Ricardo Staudt, book collector. First edition of an extremely rare text (one of 4 
known copies worldwide) on the life and deeds of Sor Ana de los Angeles, active in the volcano- 
lined Arequipa region in Peru. Ana Monteagudo Ponce de Leon (1602-1686) was the fourth of 8 
children and went to school at the Santa Catalina de Siena Convent in Arequipa. Once back 
home, in 1616, she decided to become a nun against the will of her parents, who wanted her to 
marry. She apparently run away from home and found refuge in the Dominican convent. After an 
unsuccessful attempt of her parents to lure their daughter back with jewels, Ana soon became a 
novice mistress and later prioress. “La Prophetissa” became known for her wisdom and 
virtuosity. She was beatified by Pope John Paul Il in 1985 upon his apostolic trip to Peru. Sor 
Ana’s facial appearance was recently reconstructed digitally from skeletal remains, along with 
those of several other Peruvian saints, visualizing for the public their distinctive, if often 
historically downplayed, indigenous and mixed-race features. This work is also allowing, for the 
first time, comparison of physical evidence with contemporary paintings and portraits (including 
engravings in printed books) from their lifetimes (see the website of Yale's MAVCOR) 
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553040 


D. Catharinee Senensis Virginis S[ancti]s[i]mae Ord. Preedicatorum 
Vita ac Miracula Selectiora Formis AEneis Expressa. Reverendo 
admodum Patri P. Andreee Heynsio Provinciali Provincize 
Germaniee Inferioris Ord. Preedic. Frater Michael Ophovius S.T.L. 
Dominicanus Antverp DD. 


Ophovius, 
Michael [van 
Ophovens, 
Michael] ; [van 
der Straet, Jan 
(ill.)?] ; Galle, 
Cornelius 
(engr.) 


Antwerp : Apud 
Philippum 
Galleeum 


1603 


Ato. pp. (12), (1), ff. xxxii of plates, (8) [last blank]. Engraved title leaf with 8 portrait medallions of 
ecclesiastics whose relevance to St. Catherine is explained in letterpress text on pp. (3)-(4). The 
imprint precedes the author statement. A bull of Clement VIII concerning Catherine is on pp. (5)- 
(6). First edition of a set of plates illustrating the life of Saint Catherine of Siena (1347-1380), 
Doctor of the Church, and Dominican tertiary. The portrait of the saint on p. (7) is signed by 
Cornelius Galle the Elder (1576-1650), son of Philip Galle and younger brother of Theodoor, as 
well as the last of the 32 plates. The engravings are based on the well-known pictorial life of 
Catherine originally published in 1597, entitled Vita, mors, gesta quaedam selecta B. Catharinae 
Senensis engraved by Pieter de Jode from drawings by Francesco Vanni, which was inspired by 
Ryamond of Capua's work bearing the same title. It has been suggested that the engravings are 
after drawings by the Flemish artist Jan van der Straet (1523-1605), who was employed by the 
de Medici family in Florence and who often collaborated with the printmaking Galle family in 
Antwerp to produce hundreds of prints on a wide variety of subjects. However, the present work 
does not appear in A. Baroni Vannucci's monograph on van der Straet (Milan, 1997). All of the 
engravings in the present work have descriptive text in Latin by the Dominican priest and 
inquisitor of the Diocese of Antwerp Michael van Ophovens (ca. 1570-1637). Ophovens had 
studied theology in Bologna and later became the prior, definitor and provincial of the Antwerp 
Dominican monastery, and Bisshop of 's Hertogenbosch. The present set of engravings was 
reprinted several times in the 17th and 18th centuries, sometimes with additional Italian 
descriptions. The final sequence of pages contains a description of the XXXII plates in French, 
entitled: La vie de S. Catherine de Sienne, viérge et religieuse du Sainct Ordre de S. 
Dominicque, & miracles triez d'icelle 
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9059065 


Van dem begyngyn van parisz 


Cologne : Heinrich 
von Neu 


[ca. 
1512?] 


A8, B4, (i.e. 10 leaves), complete. Full-page woodcut on title page. Woodcut coat of arms of 
Cologne on final leaf, modern blind stamped calf binding. Lower outer blank corner title doubled 
(repaired?) on recto; new endpapers; bookplate on upper pastedown. One of two known copies; 
the other copy, less brightly inked, is held by the USB Cologne. A Cologne, 1510 edition 
(Staatsbibliothek Berlin) with different typesetting on title page and body of main texts lacks the 
final pages and woodcut arms, but replicates the woodcut on the title page. This woodcut shows 
a mother wagging her finger at her disconsolate daughter, who holds a crucifix even as her face 
droops in apparent disappointment. In the background hangs the grey habit of the beguine next 
to a rosary. The book is an illustrated verse satire on nuns in the form of a dialogue between the 
mother, who promotes a secular marriage, and daughter, who wants to take holy vows. Although 
beguines were oftentimes admired, the fact that a version of the present work published in 1610 
in Dutch was placed on a list of forbidden books reflects the hostility toward these non-cloistered 
tertiaries beguines, whose liberties earned them the scorn of satirists and papal and episcopal 
reformers alike. Beguines were also periodically vulnerable to accusations of heresy, as in the 
famous case of the mystic Marguerite Porete. The Dutch text apparently survives in but one 
incunabular edition (GW 37465, one copy only), and in one, privately held 16th-century version, 
and two 17th-century editions. All offer significant textual variants, and none possess the present 
woodcut. The present work (VD16 V 347) was printed in 1512 and is one of several early West 
Central German copies printed in Cologne by Heinrich von Neufg, who also published “Uan dem 
begyfichyn van Parijs,” (VD16 V 346) around 1505 (copy kept in Bonn) and 1510 (incomplete 
copy kept in Berlin). The present copy is related to another edition of 1514 (7 leaves in all) at the 
BnF. The latter may be connected to an apparent ghost known bibliographically as “Eyn schoen 
kurtzwylich lesen van dem Beghyngin von Parisz” (Cologne, Anth. Keyser). Earlier versions in 
West Low German and Middle Dutch appear to include “Baghinen van Paris” [ca. 1470] and 
“Baghijnken van Parijs” ([Delft: Chr. Snellaert,] ca. 1489-95. See R. Schlusemann, 
Niederlandische Literatur bis 1550 (Berlin, 2011), pp. 8-9. A related literary tradition depicted 
women in conversation with a learned superior, which circulated during the fifteenth century in 
manuscripts: “The Young Woman of Two and Twenty,” “The Pious Miller's Wife,” and “The 
Young Beguine of Paris.” The latter is transacted between the beguine and Christ. See S. Poor, 
"Transmission," in A. Hollywood and P. Beckman (eds.), The Cambridge Companion to Christian 
Mysticism (Cambridge, 2011), pp. 250-51. See also “Van den Begingin van Paris,” in O. Schade 
(ed.), Geistliche Gedichte des XIV. und XV. Jahrhunderts vom Niderrhein (Hanover, 1854), pp. 
333-360; H. Beckers, “Beginchen Von Paris,” in W. Stammler and K. Ruh (eds.), Die Deutsche 
Literatur des Mittelalters: Verfasserlexikon (Berlin, 1978), pp. 667-671 
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9040039 | Ceremonies Qui s'observent, a la Véture, chez les Religieuses [English Poor [Rouen] [1761]/ | Hybrid service book bound in contemporary vellum over stiff paper boards, manuscript cc on the 
Angloises de Sainte Claire du pauvre Monastére de Jesus, Maria, Clares of the [ca. front panel. Late 19th-century book ticket of M. Crédé-Fourier (St.-Julien-du-Saut) on the front 
Joseph. A Rouen En Normandie. [Bound with:] Ordre De ce qui se Convent of 1761] pastedown, manuscript presentation in French dated 1889 on the front flyleaf. [I.:] 4to. pp. (ii 
chante Tant a la Véture qu’a la Profession Des Religieuses Jesus-Mary- blank), 25. Partly double-column, woodcut initial and headpiece; once stabbed. [II.:] 4to. pp. (ii 
Angloises De Sfainjte Claire Joseph at blank), (ii), 26, (2). Manuscript on paper in French and Latin in brown ink, section headings and 
Rouen] instructions in French in cursive, liturgy in Latin in block letters, music and four-line staves in 


brown ink, six staves per page, the two singletons with red-ruled outer frames, music and five- 
line staves in brown ink, eight staves per page, a two-bar addendum neatly pasted on the first 
singleton whose verso has the staves in red ink. The present work is the only edition of a hybrid 
service book, half printed text, half manuscript music, for the use of the English Poor Clares at 
the Convent of Jesus-Mary-Joseph at Rouen which was established in 1644. In the early 17th 
century, Franciscan communities for distaff English Catholic refugees were established in 
France, where the girls devoted themselves to the Divine Office, contemplative prayer and 
manual labor. While much of their private reading and communication was in English, the girls 
arrived at the convent with a working knowledge of French or were sent to other convents for 
French instruction before admittance. These English communities remained in France until the 
Revolution, when their members were arrested, imprisoned, and expelled. The present volume 
contains the full rites for postulants becoming novitiates as well as for novitiates professing full 
vows, with the rubrics in French and the liturgy in Latin. For all participants, the Ceremonies 
detail the prayers, call and response, chants, hymns and especially the choreography, e.g., the 
position and posture of the girls, rapping at the convent door, placing the ring and crucifix, cutting 
the hair, and taking the full habit. The manuscript is keyed to the pages of the printed text, while 
the two manuscript singletons contain alternate settings of two chants. The archives of the Rouen 
convent are now at Durham University, which has four copies of this printed text. Three of them 
are bound with manuscripts bearing the same title as the present one 
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9040041 | Regula et constitutiones generales Fratru[m] Tertii Ordinis Sfanclti [Third Order Paris: G.|Josse | [1627 64mo (leaf 74 x 45 mm.). Etched title, pp. (xxxii), 411, (13), 19. Etched architectural title of the 
Francisci de poenitentia Regular of or Holy Spirit, St. Francis and St. Louis IX and two full-page etched plates of St. Francis 
Saint Francis of shortly | establishing the secular and regular Third Order and kneeling before the pope seeking its 
Penance] after] sanction. Late 19th-century gilt-ruled mottled calf, spine and morocco label gilt, parti-colored silk 
marker, old red edges. From the library of Mme. G.P. Illustrated miniature edition of the rules for 
members of the Third Order Regular of Saint Francis of Penance. The Rules detail every aspect 
of daily life and conduct, from novice to vow profession, including their dress, tonsure, fasting, 
devotion and prayer, care of the sick and prison visits. For chapter houses the Rules set out post 
functions, archive administration, office elections and standards for official correspondence 
(including a section on wax seals). The Third Order Regular descends from the Third Order 
Secular, which Saint Francis established in the 1220s for non-cloistered, even married women 
and men desiring to live a pious but vowless life. Over time some of these so-called tertiaries 
increasingly withdrew from the world and formed vow-taking communities, that, by the 15th 
century, had spread across Europe. The present work governs those communities in France as 
confirmed by Pope Urban VIII's bull of 1626 (printed here). The work was likely commissioned by 
the Paris Tertiaries who held the privilege and is among the earliest books issued by Georges | 
Josse (1590-1678), who began as a Parisian bookseller and binder in 1627 
9040042 | Cartas de Santa Teresa de Jesus, Madre, y Fundadora de la de Avila, Madrid : En la 1752- 4 volumes in 4to. Bound in original vellum. Titles printed in red and black. Each volume with a 
Reforma de la Orden de Nuestra Sefiora del Carmen, de la Teresa ; de Imprenta del 1771 copper engraved frontispiece and a woodcut device on the title page. Hand lettered spines and 
Primitiva Observancia. Con Notas del Exc[elentisiJmo Sr. D. Juan Palafox y Mercurio, por leather fore-edge ties. "Soi de Uso de la Hermana Maria Francisca Ana de la S[ereni]s[iJma 
de Palafox y Mendoza, Obispo de Osma, del Consejo de su Mendoza, Juan | Joseph de Orga, Trinidad Indigna [canceled word]." The famous letters of Teresa of Avila (1515-1582). A mixed 
Magestad. Recogidas por Orden del R[everendisi]mo P. Fr. Diego (ed.) ; Pedro de | Impressor [vols. 1- set, uniformly bound. Volumes 1 & 2 were printed in 1752, volumes 3 & 4 in 1771. This edition 
de la Presentacion, General que fue de los Carmelitas Descalzos, laAnunciacion | 2]; Enla has notes not found in earlier printings. The commentary in volume 1 is by Juan de Palafox y 
de la Primitiva Observancia. Dedicadas al Rey N. Sefior Don (ed.) ; de San imprenta, y libreria Mendoza, in volume 2 by Pedro de la Anunciacion, and in volumes 3-4 by Antonio de San 
Fernando VI. Joseph, de Joseph Joseph. 
Antonio (ed.) ; Doblado [vols. 3- 
de la 4] 
Presentacion, 
Diego (ed.) 
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9040043 


Goigs en alabanga de Nostra Senyora de la Rodona, titular de la 
iglesia antiga, y parroquial de la vila de Illa 


Perpignan : Apud 
Claude Le Comte, 
Regis 
Typographum 


1775- 
02-27 


40 x 32 cm, 76 lines of text, central woodcut depicting the Virgin and Child. A seemingly 
unrecorded broadside praising the Virgin Mary and invoking her protection of the town of Ille-sur- 
Tét, in the south of France, as patron of the church of Sainte-Marie de la Rodona. The origin of 
the name of the church, built in the 12th century, is uncertain, the appellation ‘rodona’ (‘circle’ in 
Catalan) perhaps deriving from the roundness of its polygonal apse. The verses here make 
frequent reference to the Virgin’s crown, apparently playing on the proximity between ‘rodona’ 
and ‘corona’. The striking central woodcut shows the Virgin and Child beside a rose bush, the 
infant Jesus holding a rose in his right hand, and Mary’s left hand seemingly poised above a bowl 
of rose petals. This is no doubt a reference to Mary’s devotional title of ‘Rosa Mystica’, and the 
adjacent text repeatedly refers to her as ‘flower of all maidens’ (‘flor de totas las donzellas’). The 
pillar shown in the background is likely a reference to Christ's flagellation. Printed in nearby 
Perpignan, the broadside bears the imprimatur of Charles-Francois-Alexandre Cardevac de 
Gouy d’Havrincourt, bishop of Elne from 1743 until 1783 


238 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


9040044 


[Broadside waming to creditors of the Convertite of the Bolognese 
Church of SS. Giacomo and Filippo, incipit “Notificatione. 
Desiderando le Molto RR. Madri de’ SS. Giacomo, e Filippo della 
Citta di Bologna, dette le Convertite, di sapere lo Stato del loro 
Monastero si per loro regola, come anche per informatione de’ loro 
Agenti nuovamente eletti” ...] 


Sebbri, 
Girolamo 


Bologna : Per li 
Manolesi 
Impressori 
Arcivescovali 


[1688] 


Unrecorded folio broadside [31 x 22.5 cm] evidently intended to be posted around the city of 
Bologna, acting as a warning to creditors who must have been heckling the ‘Convertite’ Carmelite 
nuns of the Church of SS. Giacomo and Filippo in that city. The community of the Convertite was 
“a place where prostitutes could retire from prostitution by adopting quasi-monastic lives based 
on enclosure and vows of poverty, obedience, and prayer... Bologna’s convertite lived under the 
Carmelite rule. Although the majority of women in Bologna’s Convertite were ex-prostitutes, it is 
important to note that other women lived there as well, including malmaritate (abandoned or 
mistreated wives) and girls and young women who were put there to be educated or to protect 
their honour (a educazione or in deposito)’ (V. G. McCarthy, Prostitution, Community, and Civic 
Regulation in Early Modern Bologna. D Phil thesis, University of Toronto, 2015, p. 97). Since 
Pius V’s decree in 1569, they enjoyed the privilege of inheriting all property from deceased 
prostitutes in the city; consequently, as McCarthy notes, “it was in their interest to know each and 
every woman who worked as a prostitute in Bologna” (p. 155). The Convertite also received two- 
thirds of all fines levied on prostitutes and those who illegally lodged them. It seems that these 
income streams must have proved substantial over the centuries. Additionally, McCarthy notes 
that by 1663 the dowry required to enter the convent was extremely high (1400 lire versus the 
Bologna average of 600 lire, see p. 257). Although the broadside does not go into detail of why 
this Notificatione had to be issued, the Convertite were presumably a relatively wealthy 
organization, though perhaps suffering from ill repute, and thus attracted unscrupulous financial 
attention. The broadside threatens any ‘pretended Creditors’ that they must present notarized 
evidence of their claims within eight days of the posting of the Notificatione, or else forsake their 
claims completely 
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8897641 


Les qui[njze vingtz de paris. Le grand pardon general de pleniere 
remission donné a perpetuité par noz Saincts peres les Papes de 
Rome, aux bien faicteurs des Quinze-vingts Aveugles de Paris, tant 
pour la reparation & bastimens de l’Eglise, que pour l’entretenement 
& nourriture des pauvres Aveugles. Et confirmé par nostre S. pere 
le Pape Paul cinquiesme a present seant, comme il apert par les 
Bulles de sa Saincteté 


[Paris?] 


[Betwe 
en 
1605 
and 
1610] 


Printed broadside, 42 x 33.5 cm, woodcut below title depicting Saint Louis flanked by crowds of 
kneeling men and women with staffs, woodcut arms of Pope Paul V and French royal arms either 
side, woodcut initial, 65 lines of text; two worm tracks touching a few words, trimmed close at 
head; contemporary ink signature ‘Morel’ at foot. An apparently unrecorded broadside giving the 
history of the Quinze-Vingts hospital for the blind in Paris, and detailing indulgences offered to its 
supporters, issued during the pontificate of Paul V (1605-1621) and the reign of Henri IV (1589- 
1610). In 1260, Louis IX (known as Saint Louis) founded a hospital near to the Louvre fortress for 
three hundred poor, blind city dwellers. Known as the ‘Hospice des Quinze-Vingt’ (15 x 20 being 
300), it was dedicated to the memory of those blinded while crusading in the Holy Land, and 
survives to this day, as the Quinze-Vingts National Ophthalmology Hospital. After describing 
Louis’s foundation, the text explains that those visiting certain churches on two prescribed days 
of the year to pray for the hospital and give alms would be granted various pardons for their sins. 
Particular mention is made of those giving ‘gold, silver, thread, or linen, either for the use of the 
church, at divine service, or for bandaging the sick or wrapping the deceased.’ The ‘sick, old, 
weak, and incapacitated’ who sent alms were to be granted the same indulgences as those 
visiting the station churches in Rome, while anyone interfering with the publication of this 
broadside was to be excommunicated. The final few lines, declaring the next prescribed day for 
such pardons as Palm Sunday and the ordained church as that of Caens, were no doubt printed 
specifically for when and where this broadside was publicly displayed 
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9074596 


Awvisi Spirituali Della Gloriosa Madre Santa Teresa di Giesu 
Comentati con grandi sentimenti di Spirito; Illustrati con i lumi della 
Santa Scrittura; Comprovati con autorita de Santi Padri, e con 
esempi dal Reverendo Padre Alonso de Andrade della Compagnia 
di Giesu Consultore del Consiglio Supremo della Santa, e Generale 
Inquisizione in Madrid Portati dal Castigliano Da un P. Carmelitano 
Scalzo della Provincia di Genova. Opera Utile a’ Prelati, Superior, 
Confessori, alle Monache, & a qualunque di Professione Religiosa, 
e Vita Spirituale. Divisa in due parti 


de Avila, 
Teresa ; de 
Andrade, 
Alonso ; Piccini, 
Isabella (engr.) 


Venice : Per 
Andrea Poletti 


1720 


Thick 4to. [22.4 x 17.2 cm], 2 parts in 1, with divisional title page, pp. (32), 484; (4), 485-865, [1 
integral blank]. Including full-page engraved frontispiece by Suor Isabella Piccini depicting a 
barefoot Teresa seated with quill in hand, whip and skull on her side table, receiving inspiration 
from the Holy Spirit. 18th century manuscript inscription of the Discalced Hieronymites of Treviso 
on title page, alongside a later 18th or 19th century stamp of the ‘Conventus Carmel. Discal. 
Tarvisi’. Bound in contemporary vellum with manuscript author's name on spine. Renewed 
endpapers. Very rare first Italian translation of Alonso de Andrade’s Avisos Espirituales de Santa 
Theresa de Jesus comentados (Madrid, 1647). The present work was illustrated with a large 
engraved frontispiece by Suor Isabella Piccini (1644-1734), the nun-engraver of the Dominican 
Convent of Santa Croce in Venice. This plate does not seem to be used in any earlier work, 
suggesting that this engraving was one of Suor Isabella’s last commissions, executed when she 
was almost 75 years old. In the first eight chapters, Andrade introduces the reader to the life of 
Teresa and the “sapienza, & eccellenza de’ suoi libri” — i.e. her own Opere. Then, he provides a 
systematic commentary on 69 of Teresa’s precepts as drawn from her works, devoting 10-40 
pages to each one. The title page of the present work notes that it is recommended for use by 
‘Prelates, Superiors [of religious houses], Confessors, Nuns, and other Professed Religious and 
those of a Spiritual Life.’ Interestingly, the ‘Lo Stampatore a chi legge’ at the beginning of Part II 
is a thinly-veiled excuse for the publisher to offer “molti Libri usciti dale premure de’ miei Torchi 
alla luce”, being works to which Teresa and Andrade refer or which Poletti simply believes will be 
useful for the reader. Approximately 50 titles are offered, ranging from Loyola’s Esercizii Spirituali 
to Suor Maria Crocifissa’s Lettere Spirituali, and the Vite of Suor Diomira Allegri, Suor Teresa 
Margherita, and of course St. Teresa herself. A second edition of this work appeared in 1737, a 
few years after the death of Piccini 
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9074597 


Meditazioni per li Ritiri Su i doveri delle Religiose, e di quelle, che 
istruiscono le Giovani Fanciulle; Con un Esercizio di Santi Pensieri 
in forma di Preghiere per l’Officio Divino, la Santa Messa, e per tutte 
lazioni della giornata Composte da una Superiora delle Orsoline di 
Montargis della Congregazione di Parigi Ed ora tradotte dall’ldioma 
Francese da una Superiora delle Orsoline di Calvi 


[An Ursuline 
Mother 
Superior from 
the Parisian 
Congregation in 
Montargis] ; [An 
Ursuline 
‘Superiora’ from 
Calvi] (trans.) 


Spoleto : Presso 
Domenico Bossi 
Stampatore 
Vescovile, e 
Pubblico 


1783 


8vo. pp. viii, 272, (8). Bound in late 19th century quarter calf over marbled boards, with gilt title on 
spine. Title page with crude typographic woodcut border. Extremely rare sole edition of this 
translation of a ‘spiritual retreat’ for Ursuline nuns, first composed by a French Mother Superior 
and now rendered into Italian by her counterpart in the tiny village of Calvi dell’Umbria, where an 
Ursuline convent had been in existence since 1718. Well-known in the early modern world for 
their ‘schools’ for young girls, the present guide for Ursulines includes practical suggestions on 
classrooms and pedagogy. The preface likens the educational endeavors of the nuns to the work 
of the Apostles (p. iv). The transmission into Italy by means of this decidedly provincial imprint of 
what is today a rare French text further hints at the kinds of trans-national networks which 
connected religious orders during this period but which have left few traces in the historical 
record. No explanation is given in the preliminary matter of how the original French text was 
received; nor is this Italian translation dedicated to a local personage as might be expected. 
Instead, this is a thoroughly utilitarian production intended to guide hardworking Ursuline 
teachers on an 8-day spiritual retreat, divided into three distinct parts. The first part of the text 
contains 25 spiritual meditations suitable for nuns of any order; the second part, eight 
‘considerations’ on the teaching of young girls; and the third part, a lengthy spiritual exercise with 
prayers for various circumstances. Based on the Constitutions of the Order, the meditations and 
considerations range from a discussion of the parlatorio (pp. 99-105) to the ‘corporal needs of 
youngsters’ (pp. 225-227) and the aims of various lessons including reading, writing, washing, 
arithmetic, etc. The first French edition appeared in 1708 as Meditations pour les Retraites, sur 
les Devoirs des Religieuses and was reprinted in Rouen in 1710. All of the handful of editions of 
the French text are oddly rare in census — as is the present sole Italian translation, published in 
the small town of Spoleto near Perugia 
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9074598 


Comercio Espiritual en Fe de la Iglesia Militante con la Triunfante: 
Practicado, y Explicado en la Vida, y Virtudes de la Venerable 
Virgen, y Sierva de el Sefior Sor Josepha Berride, de la Tercera 
Orden de Santo Domingo, natural de la Ciudad de Huesca, en el 
Reyno de Aragon. Lo escrive, y da a la luz publica el D. D. Pedro 
Lopez, y Franco, Antes Canonigo Magistral en la Santa Iglesia 
Cathedral de Barbastro, aora Ex-Lectoral en la de Huesca, Maestro, 
y Cathedratico que fue de Filosofia, y actualmente de Prima de 
Sagrada Theologia en su Universidad Sertoriana, y Examinador 
Synodal de el Obispado de dicha Ciudad. Y lo Dedica a la Sagrada 
Inclita Religion de Predicadores en la Persona de su meritissimo 
General el Reverendissimo Padre Maestro Fr. Thomas Ripoll. Con 
dos Indices copiosos; uno de los Libros, y Capitulos, que contiene 
esta Obra, y otro de las cosas memorables, que en ella se tratan 


Lopez y 
Franco, Pedro ; 
Castilla, 
Fernando 


(engr.) 


Zaragoza : Por 
Pedro Ximenez, 
Impressor 


1730 


Folio. pp. (30), 424, plus engraved plate signed Ferdinando Castilla. Bound in contemporary limp 
vellum. Endpapers of uncut printer's waste-sheets. Title page with small area of loss, skillfully 
repaired with facsimile. Worming between pp. 123-138 affecting a few words/letters. Rare edition 
of the only printed biography of Sor Josepha Berride (1658-1717), whose complex brand of 
spirituality and incessant ecstasies rendered her of particular interest in the Golden Age of 
Spanish female mysticism following Maria de Agreda. Like most nuns of that generation, she 
never achieved beatification although her proceso was submitted to the Vatican just three years 
after her death, in 1720. She was granted a ‘nihil obstat’ on the 28th March 2000, and a diocesan 
inquiry was opened into her on the 17th November 2006 but was closed on the 31st January 
2007. Berride was born in the Aragonese town of Huesca. After a visit to the Sanctuary of 
Nuestra Sefiora de Cillas when she was nine years old, she was bewitched by two depraved 
persons who caused demons to enter her body. She would go on to be tormented by these 
demons for the next 18 years, suffering debilitating illnesses, temporary loss of sight, and so on. 
Physically unable to join a convent, at the age of 18 her confessor convinced her to take the 
‘habit of St. Rosa [of Lima, i.e. the Third Order Dominicans], and she read almost exclusively 
from the works of the Spanish spiritualists Luis de Granada, Teresa de Jesus, and Juan de la 
Cruz (cf p. 184). After numerous attempts to exorcise her, she was finally freed of her demons at 
the age of 27 thanks to the intercession of St. Lorenzo the Martyr. From this point on she 
experienced frequent ecstasies and raptures which left her immobile and unfeeling for many 
hours; once, she even experienced a 2-month long rapture (described on pp. 84-86). During 
these episodes Berride’s complex theology would come into play. She was in some way 
inhabited by the twin souls of Mary and Martha of Bethany, the sisters of Lazarus. During her 
raptures she would converse with Jesus himself, who would soothe her and call her his spouse in 
the pseudo-erotic language of the Songs of Solomon. On pp. 355-358 Lopez y Franco mentions 
at least half a dozen occasions on which Christ physically married Josepha between 1709 and 
1715; on some occasions they were even married in a cathedral, attended by hosts of angels, or 
the Holy Trinity, or with the Virgin Mary, St Paul the Apostle, and St Dominic in attendance. 
During these ceremonies, however, it was not simply Josepha who took Christ as a husband, but 
rather Josepha in the identity of Martha. On one occasion she received the stigmata from Christ, 
but they were invisible like those of St. Catherine of Siena, although causing pain in the 
designated places. Aside from Jesus, she was also frequently visited by the Virgin Mary, angels, 
St. Dominic, St. Rose of Lima, and in particular St. Thomas Aquinas. Book II (concerning the last 
four months of her life and her beatific death) and Book V (on the unverified miracles attributed to 
her) detail how Josepha died in perfect health at 58, after a final rapture lasting 15 days and how 
her corpse, unaffected by earlier illnesses, remained flexible and emitted a sweet odor. Her 
sepulcher was opened after 18 months to re-examine her corpse for signs of sanctity by 
ecclesiastical investigators. Seeped-in rainwater had destroyed the face of the nun from the 
mouth upwards, but the rest of her body was uncorrupted and the sweet odor still emanated from 
her. Her removed heart was discovered to bear a distinct wound in the shape of a rose, proof that 
it had been literally cauterized by divine love. Pedro Lopez y Franco was Berride’s spiritual 
director during the last years of her life. There is no trace of a sometimes-mentioned Latin vita of 
Berride composed in 1717, most likely a manuscript 
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Prebenciones para dar el Abito a una Nobicia 


[Order of the 
Cistercians] 


[Spain] 


4to. pp. (52) on ff. (26). Manuscript in Latin with Spanish preface and Spanish annotations, 
executed in brown and red ink, approximately 14 lines per page, within ruled ink borders. 
Executed on perhaps cheaply-sourced vellum of varying shades and thicknesses, with 
manuscript scrapings and corrections throughout, possibly in an 18th century hand. Bound in 
contemporary black calf, crudely blind-ruled and blind-stamped, with remains of leather ties; 
pastedowns visible as 17th century printer's waste underneath vellum endpapers. 
Sympathetically rebacked with headbands re-sewn, and a few gutters strengthened. This highly 
‘vernacular convent production offers Latin manuscript directions for the profession of a novitiate, 
presented in an attractively professional format, yet with contemporary or perhaps later 
vernacular annotations by a nun explaining certain finer points, and with a helpful prefatory 
summary of the entire ceremony in Spanish preceding the main text. Some of the annotations 
are in a mixture of Latin and Spanish — eg “qui mira dispensation etiam malis bene”; and there is 
a note on f. 8 stating “acadabo lo de arriba se, sigue, la tonsure del flolio?]. siguente y hecha 
yentrada la nobicia, empieza, el Pre???, el te Deum”. Some of the corrections seemingly pertain 
to the faulty Latin of the original scribe, suggesting the work of a less-than-fluent nun. There are 
also handful of clear instances of scraping the vellum in order to make a correction to the text. A 
reference on f. 13 to ‘our fathers Benedict and Bernard’ and the Cistercian Order give some 
background to the manuscript; the main body of the text consists of liturgical prayers and 
benedictions (including one for the ‘hood or scarf on f. 20-21) 


244 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


9074600 


Regole, e Costituzioni Per il buon Governo del Conservatorio di S. 
Margarita di Cortona per le Convertite della Citta di Foligno 
Ordinate, e prescritte da Monsig. Ill[ustrissiJmo, e Rev[erendissi]mo 
Mario Maffei Vescovo vigilantissimo di detta Citta, Prelato 
domestico della Santita di Nostro Signore, ed al Soglio Pontificio 
Vescovo assistente 


[Conservatorio 
di S. Margarita 
di Cortona, 
Foligno] 


Foligno : Nella 
nuova Stamperia 
di Francesco Fosi 


1751 


4to. pp. (2), 3-15, (1). Bound in contemporary calf, with remains of early shelf label on upper 
board. Woodcut printer's emblem on title page. With a lengthy inscription on rear endpaper 
signed by ‘Marcantonio Vescovo di Fuligno’ in 1800, recording his approval of the statutes herein 
(‘Vedute, ed esaminate le Regole prescrite... approviamo...”). Extremely rare sole edition — likely 
printed for the use of the specific convent — of the statutes of a congregation of reformed 
prostitutes known as the ‘Convertite’. Congregations under this name are found in Rome 
beginning in the 16th century, but the present community arose in Foligno only in 1727. Like 
most printed artefacts related to these congregations, the present item seems to have survived 
exceptionally poorly, with only one other known copy, kept in the Biblioteca L. Jacobilli in Foligno. 
The opening statement of the Regole makes clear that “those who would be accepted into this 
Conservatorio, must be convinced, that their end is to make resolute, and true penance for their 
sins...”. Aside from this, applicants must be free of mental and physical defects, cannot be 
crippled (‘storpia’), and cannot be afflicted with scrofula or ringworm, (usually non-sexually 
transmitted) diseases that are not mentioned in other congregations’ Regole. The text lays out 
brief directions for the daily functions of the Conservatorio, including the usual strictures: no 
immodest laughter, no personal money, but also no ‘obscene songs’ or ‘secular songs’ at all. 
There are chapters on the duties of the Superiora, the ‘porter’ [portinara] and the chef; the nurse; 
and the Sagrestana, who assisted in the preparation of the Holy Communion. Finally, the rules 
detail the closely-regulated interactions of the nuns with the male figures of the Confessore and 
Rettore. In her study of Bologna Convertite, Vanessa McCarthy (Prostitution, Community, and 
Civic Regulation in Early Modern Bologna. D Phil thesis, University of Toronto, 2015, p. 97) notes 
that the community was “a place where prostitutes could retire from prostitution by adopting 
quasi-monastic lives based on enclosure and vows of poverty, obedience, and prayer... Although 
the majority of women in Bologna’s Convertite were ex-prostitutes, it is important to note that 
other women lived there as well, including malmaritate (abandoned or mistreated wives) and girls 
and young women who were put there to be educated or to protect their honour (a educazione or 
in deposito)” 
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Relazione della Grazia fatta dall’Onnipotente Iddio in Persona di D. 
Appollonia Teresa de’ Marchesi Erba Monaca Benedettina 
nell'Insigne Monistero di Santa Margarita fuori, e presso le Mura 
della Citta di Como, seguita il di 9. Agosto 1740. Ad Intercessione di 
S. Vincenzo Ferrerio dell’Ordine de’ Predicatori 


Interlenghi, 
Flaminio 


Roma : Per il 
Zempel 


1741] 


Folio. pp. (4). Disbound; edges slightly frayed and with some loss to the lower margin of A1. A 
rare survival of an unrecorded ephemeral pamphlet, announcing the miraculous cure of a 
Benedictine nun who had suffered from monthly convulsions for eight years before being cured 
by the intercession of St. Vincent Ferrer. Such an account could only be published until the 
miracle, attested to by numerous nuns, had been confirmed, in this case by the local Episcopal 
Curia in December of 1740. Appollonia Teresa de’ Marchesi Erba was a nun at the Benedictine 
Convent of St. Margarita in Como. From the age of 18 she had been afflicted by hysteric fits and 
convulsions, which not only caused copious bleeding and lengthy fevers, but left her in states of 
‘depressione de’ spiriti.. Now 26, she had been experiencing these fits almost once a month, and 
on the 20th of June, 1740, a particularly bad fit struck her which lasted for more than 40 days, 
culminating with severe pain to her heart on the 7th August, and the firm conviction that she 
would soon die. Around 1pm on the 9th of August, she was visited by physicians and found to be 
in a delirious state, rambling that she could see “animals, and other extravagant objects.” Her 
Father Confessor called upon the convent’'s sagrestana Paola Francesca Caprera for assistance, 
who suggested that they pray for the intercession of St. Vincent Ferrer using a relic which she 
applied to Appollonia’s forehead. Almost immediately the nun was cured, and had to be 
restrained from getting out of bed, telling her attendants “S. Vincenzo vuol sanarmi.” Eventually 
they deemed her fit enough, and she was ambulatory from 3pm until 11pm that evening, even 
joining her sisters in the usual convent rituals. The physicians returned that same evening and 
found her “without fever, and totally healthy.” The final two pages of text contain the Latin 
testimonial of Dr. Flaminio Interlenghi, the convent’s physician, intended to add an air of authority 
to the pamphlet and dated the 12th December 1740. The text of the Curia’s approbation of the 
miracle is also included as a post-script at the end of the work, and names particular eyewitness 
as the nuns Paula Francesca Caprera, Antonia Veneranda Botterina, Maria Teresa Manzoni, 
Teresa Lodovica Tana, and Bianca Giovanna Marchi. ICCU\RMLE\044352 shows only a record 
for a different printing, by the Roman publisher Komarek but “in Como, ed in Roma’, it is held at 
just two institutions, both in Rome 
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9074602 


Vida de la Bendita Madre Isabel de Santo Domingo. Compafiera de 
Santa Teresa de Jesus. Coadjutora de la Santa, en la Nueva 
Reforma De la Orden de Nuestra Sefiora d[e]l Monte Carmelo. 
Fundadora Del Monasterio de S. Josef de Caragoga. | Relacion de 
la Compafieras que traxo, | de las Hijas que crio en este 
Monasterio. Escrita a las Madres Priora i Religiosas del por Don 
Miguel Batista de Lanuza 


Batista de 
Lanuza, Miguel 
; de Courbes, 
Jean (engr.) ; 
Berwinckel, 
Johannes 


(engr.) 


Madrid : Impresa 
[...Jenla 
Impre[njta del 
Reino 


1638 


Folio, pp. (44), 689, (47), including engraved title page signed by Jean de Courbes (1592-1641), 
a French engraver active in Spain. Extra-illustrated with a contemporary full-page portrait of 
Isabel “Elizabetha” de Santo Domingo signed by Johannes Berwinckel bound in after title page. 
Bound in contemporary yapp-edged vellum with calligraphed title on spine. Very rare sole edition 
of this large-format biography of one of the most trusted lieutenants of Teresa of Avila. The cult 
that seems to have developed around the early devotees of Teresa is a phenomenon fascinating 
in itself (witness the fame of Ana de Jesus and Ana de S. Bartolomeo), and the present lavish 
production, painstakingly printed by the Royal Press, is a worthy testament to the remarkable 
trajectory enjoyed by the Teresian Carmelites during the late 16th and early 17th centuries. 
Professed as a nun by Teresa herself in 1565, Isabel enjoyed a career spanning 59 years and 
assisted in the founding of numerous convents, earning Teresa’s affectionate designation as her 
‘Vicar General.’ Born in Cardefiosa near Avila in 1531, Isabel lost her mother at the age of four 
and was abandoned by her father and placed in her aunt’s care. She desired to join the 
Discalced Franciscan convent in Madrid, but was steered towards Teresa in August of 1560 by 
St. Pedro de Alcantara. Isabel received the habit of the newly reformed order in 1563 and 
became the seventh professed nun of that foundational convent in 1565, solemnized by the hand 
of Teresa herself “with great music and rejoicing, as she liked it.” She assisted Teresa with the 
founding of convents in Toledo, Pastrana, and Segovia; and after Teresa’s death continued her 
proselytizing legacy by establishing the important convent at Zaragoza in 1588. She was installed 
as Prioress in all of these institutions. The present work is dedicated to the nuns of the Convent 
of St. Joseph in Zaragoza, and the preface is addressed directly to their current Prioress, Ana 
Maria de Jesus. As well as recounting the life of Isabel de Santo Domingo, Lanuza includes 
briefer biographies of dozens of Teresa’s earliest followers, women and men who supported 
Isabel and accompanied her on her peregrinations. At the center of the engraved title page is a 
‘map’ of the earliest Teresian convents arranged as gardens, being watered by a nun 
(presumably Isabel) with a watering can, while the fruits of her labor - or rather flowers — are 
picked by St. Teresa herself. The engraved portrait by Berwinckel is unrecorded in other copies, 
but José Carvajal Gallego (“Las Hijas de Santa Teresa de Jesus en el Pilar” in Cuadernos de 
Historia, 29-30 (1976-7), pp. 129-146), who delved into the archives of the Convent of Zaragoza, 
reproduces the Berwinckel portrait and notes that it has been “placed at the front of each of the 
two volumes of the breviary that is preserved at Zaragoza” (p.137). The skillfully engraved plate 
depicts Isabel engaged in a speech-bubbled dialogue with Christ; a skull and bones along with a 
prayer-book and a whip lie on the private altar in front of her 
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Fundacion del Convento de la Purissima Concepcion de Franciscas 
Descalzas de la Ciudad de Salamanca. Su regla, y modo de vivir. 
Con la relacion de las vidas de algunas Religiosas sefaladas en 
virtud en dicho Convento. Que obligada de la obediencia escrivio la 
V Madre Soror Manuela de la Santissima Trinidad, Religiosa, y 
Abidesa que fue tres vezes del mesmo Convento. Dedicado a la 
Purissima Concepcion de Maria SS. Nuestra Sefiora, por mano de 
N. Madre Santa Clara. Sale a luz A costa del Excelentissimo Sefor 
D. Pedro Alvarez de Vega, Rodriguez, y Villafuerte, Bermudez, y 
Castro, Conde de Grajal, Governador de Amberes, y Maestre de 
Campo General en los Estados de Flandes 


de la 
Santissima 
Trinidad, 
Manuela 


Salamanca : en la 
Imprenta de Maria 
Estevez, Viuda, 
Impressora de la 
Universidad 


1696 


Small 4to. pp. (28) [with title page in decorative frame], 558, (2); p. (1) with engraving: “N?. S*. de 
la Limpia Concepcion”. Bound in quartered morocco over cloth, raised bands to spine, tolled and 
lettered in gilt. Bound with Gabriel de Noboa, Epicedio Sacro, Panegyrico, a las inmortales 
memorias de la V. Madre Sor Manuela de la Trinidad. Sagrado Motivo de Alivio a la Pena. Que 
su Religiosissimo Convento de Descalgas Franciscas de la Nobilissima Ciudad de Salamanca, 
manifesto en su muerte. Dixole en sus exequias el RR. P. M. Fr. Gabriel de Noboa, del Orden de 
N. P. S. Francisco, de la Regular Observancia, Doctor en Sagrada Theologia, del Claustro, y 
Gremio de la Universidad de Salamanca. Consagrale al Exc[elentisi]mo Sefior Pedro Alvarez de 
Vega Bermudez de Castro, Conde de Grajal, Marqués de Montaos, Sefior de las Villas de 
Villafuerte, y Villaselva, Maestro de Campo General, Governador, y Castellano del Castillo de 
Ambers, Su Hermano Ivan de Vega y Borja, Arcediano, y Canonigo de la Santa Iglesia Cathedral 
de Salamanca. Salamanca, por Maria Estevez, Viuda, Impressora de la Universidad, 1696, pp. 
(16), 32. Fourth known copy, the other copies are kept at the BNE, Universidad de Sevilla, and 
Manchester University. Manuela de la Santisima Trinidad (1622-1696), born as Manuela 
Bracamonte Rodriguez de las Varillas y Villafuerte, renounced her noble background at the age 
of ten to enter Salamanca’s Discalced Franciscan convent. Described as an “esclarecida sefiora” 
in the ‘Dictamen’ by Fr. Gerénymo Matama, she was indeed an extraordinary woman: writer, 
historian and “Consejera’ of the University of Salamanca. Her foundation chronicle of the convent 
where she had spent 64 years, of which three three-year-terms as Abbess, is unusual in that it is 
one of the few to be printed with the female author's name on the title page. It is also printed by a 
woman -- Maria Estevez (fl. 1694?-1722?) who was a printer of the University of Salamanca. 
Most foundational histories written by nuns were never printed, but male historians often drew 
from their manuscripts to write their own chronicles or vitae (M. Marcos Sanches, “Chronicles, 
biographies, hagiographies,” in N. Baranda & A. Cruz, The Routledge Research Companion to 
Early Modern Spanish Women Writers. New York, 2018). Manuela de la Santisima Trinidad’s 
chronicle of the Convento de la Purissima Concepcién de Franciscas Descalzas, which was 
founded in 1601, was written at the behest of her religious superiors. It follows the customary 
format: preparations for the foundation, the difficulties encountered, the successful establishment 
of the convent and its achievements. The preliminaries state that she wrote the work in only 15 
days without neglecting her religious duties, a remarkable achievement. Once finished, it was 
read to all the other nuns who were able to comment on the text and make suggestions. This 
democratic aspect of convent life is reflected in the section on the rules of the Order, which 
describes the religious duties and other tasks and roles of the nuns in minute detail. Additionally, 
the book contains biographies of 25 deceased nuns, which were intended as exemplars of virtue 
and religious devotion, but also provide intimate glimpses in to the convent world. The life of Sor 
Catalina de las Llagas, for example, contains couplets written for her profession that she sung 
conversationally with another nun, and poems written by Sor Catalina for the occasion of 
Ascension Day (pp. 125-129, see also N. Baranda Leturio, “Produccién y consumo poéticos en 
los conventos femeninos’ in Bulletin hispanique (2013), 1, p. 165-183). Mariana de la Santisima 
Trinidad died shortly after her book was published and has recently drawn more academic 
interest 
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Vita dei Santi Martiri Cosmo e Damiano Nostri Signori e Padroni 
Fatta scrivere dalla Rev. Madre Suor Luigia Gioconda Colleoni 
Monaca Professa in questo Nostro Monastero di San Cosmato, e 
Corista dell’Anno Mille Settecento Sei. Ora data in Luce colle 
Stampe, ed illustrate con annotazioni 


Colleoni, Luigia 
G. (Luigia 
Gioconda) 


Rome : Nella 
Stamperia 
Giunchi, Presso 
Carlo Mordacchini 


1807 


4to. pp. (2), 3-59 [ie. 67], (1). Bound in modern blue wrappers. Very rare (sixth recorded copy). 
As the foreword explains, the Vita of the Franciscan nun Suor Colleoni was composed around 
the first decade of the 18th century but was only brought to the press in 1807 at the behest of the 
abbess of her convent, who signs the preface as “Suor Maria Matilde Cantoni, Abadessa.” 
Colleoni’s work is itself a perfect model of early modern ‘convent scholarship,’ being mainly a 
redaction of an earlier manuscript by a certain medieval clergyman, ‘Giustino the Deacon.’ The 
foreword warns that Giustino in turn drew on numerous Latin and Greek sources for the lives of 
Cosmo and Damiano, and that the Greeks “hanno inserito nella Vita da essi scritta molte cose 
false, e favolose” which have been carefully weeded out in the present redaction. Each page is 
75% footnotes, making for a truly ‘learned’ format, but the precise extent of Colleoni’s 
contributions is unclear — occasionally (as on pp. 40 and 59) her additions are noted explicitly 
(“Queste ultime parole sembrano aggiunte dalla Madre Colleoni...”). The reasons for an early 
18th century nun occupying herself with the redaction of a manuscript life of Cosmo and 
Damiano become clear on p. 66, where it is explained that Poor Clares have traditionally paid 
particular devotion to these martyred brothers, going back to a precedent established by St. 
Clare herself. On p. 63 we find an interesting description of other convent chroniclers: “un libro 
antico dello stesso Monastero, che é la Cronaca composta da Suor Orsola Formicini, a richiesta 
della Molto Rev. Madre Suor Anna Felice della Torre...” 
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The Wayes of the Crosse or The way to true knowledge, Written in 
French, and translated into English 


[Boudon, Henri- 
Marie] 


Paris 


1676 


12mo. pp. (12), (6), 7-274, (2), including added engraved title page and 9 further integral 
(unsigned) engraved plates. Bound in contemporary vellum. Scrawled ownership inscriptions (eg. 
“This Book my name shall ever Have when | am dead and in my Grave the Greedy worms my 
flesh shall eat hear you may read my name compleat”) on front and rear endpapers of various 
women or girls: "Mary, Eliza, Louisa, and Char{lotte]"; as well as “Sarah Durston her Book Born 
April 30, 1764”; "Thomas", "Richard Collins, 1733"; and so on. A few plates slightly shaved at 
outer edge; outer edge of engraved title slightly frayed and lined with tissue on verso. Very rare 
sole edition of this pocket-sized Recusant devotional guide, anonymously translated for the 
benefit of English readers, in particular the translator's “worthy dear friends Mr. William 
Thompson, Marchand in Bruxelles, and Mrs. Marie Thompson, his wife” to whom the work is 
dedicated. Thanks to the engravings which cleverly juxtapose the sufferings of Christ with the 
secular pleasures of 17th century life, the reader is encouraged to pursue a more wholesome 
existence, while also meditating on the virtues of, for example, St. Teresa of Avila. The original 
text on which the present work is based, Boudon’s Saintes Voyes de la Croix (Paris, 1671) 
survives in a single copy worldwide (BnF) and is devoid of illustration. It appeared again in 
Brussels in 1673 (also without illustration) but this is the only English edition ever published. The 
chapters seem to address spiritual afflictions but it is also of note that Chapters IX, X, and XII 
take ‘St. Teresia’ as a model of Christly behavior. The plates are rich in detail: facing p. 89, for 
example, we find an early modern banquet filled with merry revelers (a man in the lower right 
corner vomits off the side of the table, to be cleaned up by the dog); while in the background 
Christ is offered a sponge soaked in vinegar for sustenance while hanging on the cross. In the 
plate facing p. 145, we find a courtier being pampered and groomed by his servants while in the 
background, soldiers scourge Christ before his crucifixion, facing p. 223 is Christ on his knees 
dragging his cross while in the foreground a man in a splendid one-seat carriage dragged by 
horses plays an impressively large lute, and so on. Some copies of this book are incomplete, 
€.g., missing engraved title or table of contents 
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9074606 


Regole delle Convertite di Santa Valeria di Milano Ristampate 
ultimamente l'anno 1669, & hora con l’aggionta in margine de nuovi 
ordini quest’'anno 1697 


[Convertite di 
Santa Valeria di 
Milano] 


Milan : Nella 
Stampa di Carlo 
Federico Gagliardi 


[1697] 


Folio pp. (2), 3-56. With woodcut on title page of nuns surrounding St Valeria who holds her 
infant sons Gervasius and Protasius. Bound in contemporary marbled card covers. 20th century 
bookplate of Roberto Gabbani. Extremely rare 17th century edition of these statutes fora 
congregation of reformed prostitutes known as the ‘Convertite’. The statutes were originally 
granted in 1534 but have not survived in print and are here reprinted with marginal notes to 
indicate changes to the regulations governing the convent. All printed material relating to the 
various Convertite houses across Italy is extremely rare in census; there are only two other 
known copies of this item. The statutes begin by addressing the converts with the wish that “any 
miserable sinner who has recognized her errors should desire to leave the scum, and stench of 
that bestial vice of the flesh ...” (p. 7). Each chapter concerns an aspect (eg., meals or laundry) 
or role of a particular officer of the convent: Chapter XIII, for example, describes the job of the 
Scrivana, chapter XXVIII sets out the busy duties of the hairdresser or Barbiera. The house of the 
Convertite di Santa Valeria in Milan (disbanded in 1785) enjoyed a particularly formidable 
reputation during the 16th and 17th centuries. Having been founded in 1532, by 1561 the Senate 
of Milan was forced to pass a decree that women who attempted to flee the convent should be 
branded on their foreheads as a sign of their dishonesty. Only in 1674 did the regulation of the 
women pass from the Senate to ecclesiastical authorities, who seem to have instituted milder 
penalties: pp. 49-50 show that the most serious offences (including ‘sins of the flesh’) were 
punished mainly by solitary confinement and food deprivation. An infamous resident of the house 
was Sor Virginia Maria (1575-1650), known as the ‘Nun of Monza’, who was immured there from 
1608-1622 
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9074607 


Vita della Serenissima Infanta Maria di Savoia Divisa in tré giomate 
di Pellegrinaggio Narrata, e Dedicata alla Sereniss. Altezza 
Elettorale di Madama Adelaide nata Real Principessa di Savoia, 
Duchessa Elettrice di Baviera &c. Dal P. D. Bernardino Alessio 
Chier. Reg. di S. Paolo 


Alessio, 
Bernardino ; 
Bonacina, |. B. 
(engr.) 


Milan : Nella 
Stampa di 
Lodovico Monza 


1663 


Folio, pp. (16), 368, (14). Bound in contemporary publisher's cartonnato. Including added 
engraved title page signed |. B. Bonacina after Pietro da Cortona (1596-1669) and engraved 
portrait of Maria signed by Bonacina only. This portrait is lacking in the dedicatee’s personal copy 
held at the BSB. Letterpress title page within woodcut border. Faint contemporary (?) ownership 
inscription on pastedown of the ‘Cappucine di Treviso’. Very rare sole edition of this vita of Maria 
Apollonia of Savoy, the Infanta who renounced her worldly titles to take vows of poverty as a 
Franciscan Tertiary in 1635. The present volume is a lavish production relative to the usual 
quarto-format hagiography of an Italian nun of less exalted lineage, and was most likely produced 
as a vanity project under the patronage of Henriette Adelaide of Savoy (1636-1676), the 
dedicatee of Alessio’s work. As the daughter of Carlo Emmanuele of Savoy and Caterina of 
Austria, Maria Apollonia (1594-1656) enjoyed a luxurious life, making her profession as a nun all 
the more dramatic as a public spectacle. Maria had dodged various marriage proposals from 
powerful figures in her teenage years, and in 1618 she took a personal vow of chastity. Together 
with her sister Francesca Caterina, she took the habit as a novitiate of the Third Order of St. 
Francis in 1629. Maria famously sold her jewels in aid of plague-struck Turin and donated 33,000 
of her family’s money for the rebuilding of the city, including a shelter for penitent prostitutes — 
some of whom she reformed enough to take the habit of the Third Order as well. Maria was 
profoundly affected by her fellow Franciscan Joseph of Cupertino — the levitating saint (1603- 
1663) - who was a few years her junior, and whom she encountered at Assisi on several 
occasions. Pp. 168-169 state that she herself occasionally enjoyed such ecstasies, in which she 
would become “all red in the face, and resplendent but not shining, remaining enraptured in a 
sweet ecstasy, somewhat raised from the ground, and was heard to speak in Latin with her 
Celestial Spouse...”. Following the death of her sister in 1640, Maria embarked on an itinerant 
lifestyle, becoming known as ‘the royal pilgrim.’ In 1650 she finally reached Rome, where she 
was received by Innocent X, and six year later she was buried there in the Basilica of the Holy 
Apostles. Her tomb was ultimately moved (as she had wished it) to the Basilica of St. Francis in 
Assisi. The two sisters were finally proclaimed ‘venerable’ in 1838. In a nod to her habit of 
wandering the countryside in her later years, the text is divided into three stages or ‘giornate’ of a 
narrative pilgrimage. The frontispiece depicts the Blessed Ludovica Albertoni (1473-1533), 
Blessed Margareta of Savoy (1390-1464), and Blessed Amadeus of Savoy (1435-1472) as 
models of wealthy nobles who had taken the habit (or, in the case of Amadeus, been particularly 
munificent towards the Franciscans), and is engraved after an untraced drawing by the influential 
Baroque draughtsman Pietro da Cortona 
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9074592 


[Straw-embroidered holy water stoup for private devotion] 


[Congregation 
of the Order of 
the Visitation in 
Eastern 
France] 


[Besancon or 
Franche-Comté] 


[Late 
17th or 
early 
18th 
century 


] 


Portable holy water stoup of woven and embroidered straw: a convex scalloped-edged ovoid 
(approx. 40 x 28 cm), the decorated straw side padded, probably with textile and/or paper, and 
sewn to a backing of strong pasteboard. The surface is vividly decorated with embroidered straw 
in relief, forming scrolling leafy vines, flowers, buds and birds, in various shades of brown 
(varnished, darkened), with at center an inset glass-covered oval watercolor painting of the 
Sacred Heart, the emblem of the Sisters of the Visitation, here as a red heart with a single wound 
surmounted by a cross, and encircled by a faded chain representing the Crown of Thorns, 
floating within a yellow sky framed by clouds, above the outline of a hilly landscape, on paper (or 
possibly parchment). A holy water receptacle is at the foot of the frame, and consists of a small 
metal container set within a box of similarly padded and decorated woven and embroidered 
straw, sewn to the main structure, and with a liftable lid decorated with twin flaming hearts. The 
stoup is an extremely rare survival of popular art, almost certainly produced by nuns in Eastern 
France. The sacred hearts of this ‘bénitier a dosseret,’ identify the object’s origin as a convent of 
the Order of the Visitation. Straw marquetry and straw embroidery were associated early on in 
France with nuns’ handiwork, in the production of both religious and secular objects, often 
produced for sale outside the convent. While several female orders in France produced these 
straw objects (see de Caunes et al. La Marqueterie de Paille. Paris, 1993, pp. 54-72), Philippe 
Bonnet (La pratique des arts dans les couvents de femmes au XVIle siecle,” in: Bibliotheque de 
'école des chartes, (1989), v. 147. pp. 433-472) noted particularly the Visitandines of Besancon 
(p. 439), who were “very busy with embroideries of gold and silk, and with straw embroidery, 
[which they sold for] considerable prices, which constituted the main part of their income,” citing a 
circular letter of the Visitandines, from an archive conserved at the Bibliotheque Mazarine. Straw 
was cheap and abundant, and working it demanded skill rather than any expensive materials or 
sophisticated preparation. To make a palette resembling wood veneer, wheat or oat straw was 
split, soaked for a time in water, and then ironed. From this basic technique, two main decorative 
techniques evolved, one using straw marquetry and the other relief embroidery. The present 
ritual object is a remarkable example of the latter. Although its uses were religious, most of the 
decoration of this objet d’art is secular. Using fine twisted cords or braids of straw, which are 
sewn onto the support, consisting of bands of flattened straw, the exuberant decor uses 
arabesque-like curling leafy branches, flowers with large-petalled flowers, and birds, in an 
ornamental language descended from the Renaissance and found in many types of folk art as 
well as in bookbindings and the graphic arts. At the top is a large basket-like platform, hung with 
an ornamental fringe, from which emerges a pair of stylized birds (phoenixes?), posed 
symmetrically back to back, complete with plumage and tiny black bead eyes, and below the 
central medallion is a single large exotic bird with a long tail. The details of the birds’ feathers, 
made of tiny closely packed loops, as well as the diaper patterns, stripes, hatching and basket- 
weaves of the flowers and the many delicate leaves and tiny curling sprigs, testify to the 
anonymous maker's mastery of the techniques of straw-work. The outer edges and those of the 
central medallion are strengthened with a stiff pleated and interlaced border which contributes to 
the decoration. While the padding material which creates the object’s bombé shape is not visible, 
underneath its lid the metal holy water receptacle is padded with what appears to be shredded 
cloth, covered with hemp or a similar undyed textile. Near the top of the pasteboard back is the 
stub of a canvas-like knot, the remains of the attach used to hang the stoup on a wall. This 
example is remarkable for its preservation of the original central medallion and the attached holy 
water receptacle. A similarly shaped and decorated object, possibly by the same artist, is 
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reproduced in de Caunes et al. (p. 82), but its center is empty, and instead of a receptacle at the 
foot there is a simple embroidered shield. That example likely misidentified by the writers as a 
mirror. Another example, correctly identified as a ‘bénitier,’ but also lacking both the central 
roundel, replaced by a mirror, and the receptacle, appeared in the trade in France in 2014 
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9074593 


Rosario figurato della Sacratissima Vergine Maria Madre di Dio 
Nostra Avocata dall'opere del Rev. P.F. Luigi di Granata dell'Ordine 
de Predicatori Raccolto per il R.P.F. Andrea Gianetti da Salo 
Dottore Theologo dell'istesso Ord. et Provinciale di Terra Santa. De 
nuovo ristampato et con alquante belle figure de varie inventioni 
dalle prime variato 


de Granada, 
Luis ; Giannetti, 
Andrea (ed.) ; 
Scultori, Adamo 


(engr.) 


Rome : Appresso 
Giuseppe de 
gl'Angeli ; a 
instanzia di Gio. 
Baptista a’ 
Cavalleri et 
Lorenzo Oderico 
conpagni 


1576- 
1577 


4to. pp. (12), 276. Engraved title by Adamo Scultori, 21 large engravings. Contemporary 
parchment. Early edition of a popular Italian companion to the mysteries of the rosary, illustrated 
with a series of emblematic engravings which reinforce the numerical satisfactions of reciting the 
rosary. Andrea Giannetti compiled the text from the spiritual writings of the Spanish Dominican. 
While it originated in monastic devotions, the practice of reciting the rosary, which is traced to the 
15th-century Dominican Alanus de Rupe, became a genuinely popular religious phenomenon. 
This book was one of a handful of rosary publications that accelerated dissemination of the 
fifteen mysteries of the rosary, and the flourishing of Rosary confraternities, whose members 
were predominantly women 
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9073964 


Pianta del miracoloso viaggio della Santa Casa di Loreto 


Fulcari, 
Sebastiano 


(engr.) 


Rome 


[ca. 
1644- 
1657] 


Copper engraving (505mm x 398mm), with watermark showing a shield. Top margin slightly 
cropped in places. Extremely rare separately published broadside sold to pilgrims to or at Loreto 
as a keepsake of their pilgrimage. The print is dedicated to and commissioned by Donna Olimpia 
Pamphili, one of the most powerful women in Rome, particularly in later years as the widowed 
relation of the pope (K. Dennis, “A Palace Built by a Princess: Olimpia Maidalchini Pamphilj and 
the Construction of Palazzo Pamphilj in Piazza Navona,” in K. Mclver & C. Stollhans (eds.), 
Patronage, Gender and the Arts in Early Modern Italy: Essays in Honor of Carolyn Valone. New 
York, 2015, pp. 43-64: 51-52). The title of ‘Principessa’ used in the dedicatory cartouche refers to 
her elevation to the ruler of San Martino near her birthplace of Viterbo in the papal territories. The 
position was secured for her by Innocent X in 1644, providing a terminus a quo for the 
commission of this print. The doves with olive branches flanking the Italian script at the bottom 
point to the insignia of the pope. The engraving represents a regional topography and 
Mediterranean map, cult icon and sculpture, litany and miracles, object narrative and votive 
dedication all related to the Catholic cult of the Madonna of Loreto, named after the last location 
of the Holy House of the Virgin in the region of the Marche in Italy. The primary map depicts a 
portion of Le Marche, an area then under the control of the Holy See, from Ancona to the port of 
Recanati, with Loreto visible in the bottom left corner. The current primary pilgrimage routes— 
from Rome via Recanati, from northern Italy via Ancona, and from the kingdom of Naples by sea 
through the port of Recanati—angle towards the walled city, with the Basilica di Loreto at center. 
An inset map of the Mediterranean in the bottom right corner details the miraculous relocation of 
the Santa Casa di Loreto, from its biblical origins in Nazareth, to Trsat in modern Croatia in 1291, 
and then to le Marche in 1294-95. A standing Virgin Mary with Christ in her arms appears at the 
top center of the print levitating in a nimbus of clouds, light, and seraphim, breaking the 
compositional frame and interrupting the title script. This image of the Virgin and Child 
ichnographically references the Loretan cult statue inside the Santa Casa. The Latin Litany of 
Loreto prayer inset in the top right of the print is surmounted by a representation of the statue, 
including a votive accoutrement and the papal crown. The sculpture and the Litany are flanked by 
scenes of miracles (right) and recent noble devotees (left), including Archduke Ferdinand II of 
Austria (d. 1637), Queen Christina of Denmark (d. 1590), and Duke Ranuccio Farnese | of Parma 
(d. 1622, documented at Loreto in 1620) (S. Serragli, La S. Casa Abbellita. Loreto, 1634, pp. 88- 
96; F. Grimaldi, Pellegrini e Pellegrinaggi a Loreto nei secoli XIV-XVIII. Loreto, 2001, p. 424). The 
dedicatory cartouche contains the signature of engraver Sebastiano Fulcaro (documented active 
in Rome 1612-1640), the only signature visible on the engraving (K. G. Saur, “Fulcaro, 
Sebastiano,” in Allgemeines Ktnstlerlexikon Online). The print closely follows the precedent of an 
earlier devotional print of the Madonna di Loreto: Giacomo Lauro’s (1561-ca. 1635) Alma Domus, 
Urbs, Agerque Laureti, Miracula ac iter e Nazareth in Italiam Picenum (Benevolent House, City, 
and Territory of Loreto, the Miracles upon the Journey from Nazareth to the Picene District of 
Italy [Le Marche]) dated 1608 and 1616 and executed in Rome (1616 copy held at Civica 
Raccolta delle Stampe Achille Bertarelli in Milan). These prints were composed with the exact 
same layout as the Pamphili commission. The 1608 copy (bib number 9210557 in this collection) 
was dedicated to Federico da Montefeltro. The Bertarelli print of 1616 was commissioned by 
Princess Anna of Stemberg, Duchess of the Polish community at Tarnow, and bears the 
Dabrowa family coat of arms. Given that the artist signs his name twice—once in the cartouche 
under the name of the commissioner, and once beside the “Cum Privilegio” in the bottom left 
corner, Giacomo Lauro is strongly implicated as the composition’s original creator. Though the 
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similarities between the two prints are remarkable, differences in hatch marks and several 
important details (including, in the Pamphili print, omitting the Northern part of Europe) indicate 
that they have been printed from two separate copperplates. In addition, the Pamphili 
commission translates almost all Latin inscriptions into Italian, a probable reflection of the 
intended audience for the print. The dedicatory cartouche explains that the copperplate for the 
Pamphili print together with 100 florins were gifted to the cult center in honor of the Virgin. This 
acknowledgement strongly suggests the possibility that the donation of the copperplate would be 
a continued source of revenue over time for as long as it could endure reprintings and 
modifications to its engraved surface, particularly when notable benefactors needed 
acknowledgement in the future. At the same time, the plate helped to document and implicitly 
verified the Holy House’s divine relocation 
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9085557 


La regle donnée a l’ordre de S[ainjte Claire par le pape Urbain IV. 
Et les constitutions des religieuses déchaussées du mesme ordre, 
appellées du Petit Couvent 


[Urbanist Poor 
Clares at the 
Petit Couvent 
at Limoges] 


[Limoges?] 


1699 


16mo. pp. 333, (3). Bound in eighteenth-century stiff vellum, several blank leaves bound at 
beginning and end; inked to front pastedown is an ownership inscription of the Clarisses at 
Périgueux, whose convent was established in the thirteenth century. Extremely rare; only other 
known copy is kept at the BnF. Volume of rules and orders for the community of Urbanist Poor 
Clares at the Petit Couvent at Limoges, in central France, issued by Francois de Carbonnel de 
Canisy, bishop of Limoges from 1695 to 1706. In his introduction, the bishop refers to the 
foundation of the convent in 1664 by Anne-Marie de Maledent de Meilhac, with the support of 
Pope Alexander VII, and of the issuing of its first set of orders in 1668. This volume, he then 
explains, presents Pope Urbain IV's rule of 1263 in a new, clearer French translation, and a 
revised, amplified version of the orders for the use of the sisters. The orders themselves are most 
interesting, covering, inter alia: obedience, poverty, and chastity; the cloister; novices; clothing 
(including sandals); the sisters’ cells (furnished with bed, bench, prie-dieu, crucifix, and 
devotional prints) and dormitory; prayer and confession; the daily timetable; manual work; 
silence; the refectory (all portions to be equal, no sugar or cinnamon allowed); care of the sick; 
meetings of chapter; the annual bishop’s visitation; elections; the mother superior and other office 
holders, such as the zelatrix, porter, apothecary, and lay sisters responsible for cleaning; the 
punishment of transgressions, such as ‘affectation in dress and hairstyle’, visiting other nuns’ 
cells at night, fighting, and breaking the vow of chastity; and the annual renewal of vows 


9085558 


Formola di accettare le Operarie della Dottrina Christiana 


[Operai della 
Dottrina 
Cristiana] 


[Italy] 


4to. pp. 8. Woodcut initial and tailpiece. In contemporary paste paper over carta rustica. 
Seemingly unrecorded order for the admission of new sisters into the Operai della Dottrina 
Cristiana. The Workers of Christian Doctrine were established in the mid-sixteenth century, 
initially in Milan, as an organization of lay catechists. The present work shows the order of 
service for the admission of a number of sisters. It was not a profession in a monastic sense, but 
rather a commitment to ‘persevere in the Sant Opra della Dottrina Cristiana for their own 
salvation and that of their neighbors, to observe the rules of the company and to remain obedient 
to superiors in everything that pertains to its good governance. The new sisters are handed a 
cross, to be carried securely by their heart at all times.’ The date and location of this document 
remain unclear 


2230372 


Abrege des vies des principaux fondateurs des religions de l'eglise, 
representez dans le choeur de I'Abbaie de S. Lambert de Liessies 
en Haynaut : avec les maximes spirituelles de chaque fondateur par 
le R.P. Estienne Binet, de la Compagnie de Jesus 


Binet, Estienne 
: Galle, 
Cornelis (engr.) 
: Galle, 
Theodoor 
(designer) ; 
Galle, Jan 
(engr.) 


Antwerp : Chez 
Martin Nutius 


1634 


4to. pp. 300, (4). Initials. Letterpress pages and engraved title page by Joannes Galle have been 
cut and are mounted on wove paper cut to 30 cm height. The engravings are printed on folio laid 
paper. Lacks errata on p. (303). Photocopy of p. (303) inserted. "Au monastére des Clarisses de 
Périgneux." Collaboration between the brothers Theodore and Cornelis Galle illustrating the now 
mostly lost paintings from the Choir of the Benedictine Abbey of Liessies, northern France. Each 
subject is provided with a brief biography by the Jesuit author Etienne Binet (1569-1639). 
Theodore made designs from the original paintings which were then engraved by Cornelis to 
produce portraits of Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, early Church Fathers, founders of religious 
orders, Liessies most revered abbot, Louis de Blois (1506-1565) and recent Saints such as St. 
Ignatius Loyola, St. Theresa of Avila and St. Philip of Neri, all within richly detailed borders. The 
portraits were dispersed or burned following the French Revolution but some are still to be seen 
in neighboring churches 
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9152562 


Trattato della resurrettione, et ascensione del nostro 
Signor Giesu Cristo benedetto, con la misione dello Spirito 
Santo, estrate dall’Evangelio, & raccolte da diversi Autori 
Catolici, & Cristianissimi. Tradotte in volgare, per Don 
Serafino da Bologna Canonico Regolare 


Aceti de’ Porti, 
Serafino 
(trans.) 


Venice : appresso 
Paolo Gerardo 
[colophon: per 
Gian Maria 
Bonelli] 


1553 


8vo. ff. (4), 187, (1, blank); ff. a2-3 (introductory letter to the readers ‘Epistola alli devoti lettori’ 
and index) erroneously bound at the end. Bound in contemporary carta rustica laced case. 
Woodcut frontispiece depicting the resurrection, title within decorated woodcut frame and with 
small vignette of the crucifixion, woodcut illustrations of the ascension to f. 57v, and of the 
Pentecost to f. 71r, woodcut historiated initials throughout. Worm track in the inner gutter of last 
35 leaves, touching a few words between ff.169-187. Fore-edge turn-ins with remnants of ties, 
manuscript title to spine, cut bookblock edges. Censorship note to title dated 26 October 1595, 
‘Die 26 octobris 1595 / visus et admissus / p(resbi)t(er) Paulus Cattaneus’; early seventeenth- 
century inscription ‘sor Aurelia’ to front endpaper. Extremely rare first edition, published 
posthumously, of this treatise on the resurrection and ascension of Christ by Serafino Aceti de’ 
Porti (c.1496-1540). This Canons Regular of the Lateran, poet and celebrated preacher was a 
prolific author of theological works, particularly in the vernacular. While studying at the University 
of Padua in the 1520s Aceti de’ Porti befriended Antonio Maria Zaccaria, future founder of the 
Barnabites and an early figure of the Counter Reformation. Above all he was a pupil of Battista 
Carioni from Crema, whose doctrines (some later condemned by the Inquisition) he summarized 
in many of his works, contributing to the spread of his master’s thought. The present copy was 
owned by a nun after having been checked and approved by Paolo Cattaneo (1550-1620), a 
Benedictine of the Cassinese congregation, lecturer in philosophy and casuistry at the monastery 
of Saints Faustina and Giovita in Brescia, and ecclesiastical censor. The date of the censorship 
approval, over 50 years after the book’s publication, suggests that it was requested ad hoc, 
possibly to make sure that the text was suitable for a specific audience, for example a monastery 


9151482 


Regola del Padre S. Benedetto. Tradotta in lingua Italiana, per 
quella parte solamente che aspetta alle Monache, che vivono sotto 
la Regola di S. Benedetto dell'Osservanza. Con le dichiarationi circa 
i dubii, che possono occorrere nell'osservatione d'essa. Con 
aggionta delli Decreti del Sacro Concilio di Trento. Et di alcune Bolle 
Pontificie spettanti a Monache. [Part 2:] Decreti del Sacro Concilio di 
Trento, Spettanti alla Riforma delle Monache. [Bound with, another 
title page at p. 21:] Bolle pontificie spettanti alli monasterii di 
monache 


Venice : Presso 
Damian Zenaro 


1594 


8vo. pp. 190 (of which 4 orig. blanks); pp. 56. Contemporary limp vellum with manuscript title on 
spine, flyleaves renewed, lower blank margin of last leaf at the end torn and restored (no loss). 
Woodcut image of St. Benedict on title page (68 x 53mm). Rare edition of this vernacular rule of 
St. Benedict as it applies to nuns, augmented by the relevant Decrees of the Council of Trent 
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Risposta di Hieronimo Veneroso Nobile Genovese, alla querela 
sotto nome di difesa Intorno allo Sputo di Sangue, Stampata in 
Firenze 


Veneroso 
Lomellino, 
Girolamo 


Ferrara : Per 
Vittorio Baldini, 
Stampator Ducale 


1597 


Ato. (leaf: 195 x 135 mm) pp. (8), 188, (4). Contemporary limp vellum, woodcut device on title, 
woodcut initials, cursive type. Several manuscript annotations on first flyleaf. Ownership entries 
at the bottom of the title page: (1) contemporary manuscript ex libris of Michele Giustiniani, 
almost certainly a relative of the woman whose medical treatment is debated in the present book, 
(2) 17" century manuscript inscription showing that the book was gifted to Carlo Mignanelli from 
Siena (3) early (17/18th century) collection stamp of the Genoese Rivarola family. First edition. A 
reply of the Genoese doctor Veneroso (1545-1625) against the polemic work published by the 
physician Silvestro Facio (active 1550-1596) in Florence in 1596, the year before, discussing the 
medical dispute over the treatment given to the 23-year-old nun Costanza Giustiniani from the 
Benedictine monastery of Santa Marta in Genua, who had spit up blood three times. Many first- 
class physicians were looking to chime in on the case of the well-connected patient, who counted 
8 ‘Dogi’ among her ancestors. The present work is dedicated to Costanza’s brother Cesare, 
ambassador of the Republic of Genoa. The first half of the book reconstructs the disease 
progression and the treatment response which set off a controversy. After Costanza Giustiniani 
had spat blood in January 1595, doctor Veneroso prescribed a small bloodletting from the arm. 
After a few days, another doctor, perhaps called by the abbess, insisted on another bloodletting 
from the leg, putting the life of the patient at risk. This sparked a debate among medical doctors. 
Chapter 6 (p. 37-42) contains 2 letters of Girolamo Mercuriale, dated Aug. 25 and Sept. 2, 1595. 
At the end (p. 141-188), there are letters, consilia, and testimonials, including several 
contributions by Orazio Augenio, Andrea Cesalpino, Giovanni Costeo, Luis Mercado and other 
well-known physicians, expressing their expert opinion on the controversy. This book is one of 
the first instances in which a scientific debate on a nun’s health has been published 


9151485 


Ordo admittendi virgines ad monasterii ingressum, habitumq[ue] 
regularem suscipiendi, Ritus item servandus ad professionis 
emissionem, ad professionis emissionem, ad Provintize Mediol. 
Usum lussu Illustrissimi, & Reverendissimi D.D. Federici Cardinalis 
Archiepiscopi editus 


Borromeo, 
Federico 


Milan : Apud heer. 
Quon. Pacifici 
Pontii, & loan. 
Baptistam 
Piccaleu[m] 
Impressores 


1603 


4to. (the leaf 215 x 160 mm) pp. 35, (5). Contemporary vellum binding using a fragment from a 
14'-century manuscript (gothic script, on double column), original sewing visible on spine. 
Contemporary handwritten ownership inscription on title lower margin: “D B C,” and “Capucine 
libro primo,” contemporary manuscript entry on the first flyleaf. Title page printed in red and 
black, within a typographical woodcut border, with a woodcut device depicting a cardinal (likely 
Federico Borromeo himself), text printed in red and black throughout, with musical notes on 5 red 
staves. Unrecorded first edition of this extremely rare publication establishing the rules and the 
rite for the admission of virgins - aspiring nuns - to the convents of the Milanese diocese, issued 
by order of Cardinal Federico Borromeo (1564-1631, archbishop of Milan from 1595 to 1631), the 
founder of the Biblioteca Ambrosiana. The book describes the complete rite, including the 
blessing of the clothes, the prayers for the cutting of the hair, the solemn formula of the monastic 
profession, with the accompanying music (Cantus/Altus/Tenor/Bassus), the latter much likely an 
early sample in print. The second edition was published in 1607 by the same printers (but with 4 
leaves less) 
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Statutes compyled for the better observation of the Holy Rule of the 
most glorious Father and Patriarch S. Benedict Confirmed by the 
ordinary Authoritie of the right honorable a[njd Rever. Father in Chr. 
the Lo. Matthias Hovius Archibishop of Macklin and Primate of the 
Netherlands &c as alsoe by authority from the Pope his Holynesse 
delegated to him, and by him delivered to the English Religious 
VVoemen of the Monastery of our blessed Lady the perpetuall 
Virgin Mary in Bruxelles and to all their Successours 


Abbeys of 
English 
Benedictine 
Nuns at 
Brussels and 
Ghent ; Grey, 
Alexia (ed.) 


Ghent : Printed 
[...] by loos 
Dooms 


1632 


8vo. pp. 61, (3); 75, (5); 30, (2). Pages (1)-(3) following 61 p. section, pages (1)-(5) following 75 
p. section and final page are blank. Bound in 20th c. green quarter morocco and marbled boards. 
Small defect to upper corner of title, costing two letters. A few later ink notes and some 
underscores in ink and pencil. Sole edition in three parts. "The second parte of the statutes" and 
"The third parte" each have separate pagination, register, and title page with imprint date 1632. 
Extremely rare. 5 copies in the U.K., 4 in North America (Huntington, Folger, UT Austin, Yale.) 
STC notes that this book is “Typographically uniform, and possibly intended to be issued” with: 
“The rule of the most blissed Father Saint Benedict Patriarke of all munkes.” This is almost 
certainly the case. All four copies in North America are bound with the “Rule”. However, the 
Bodleian, Harvard, and the second UT copy of the “Rule” are bound without the ‘Statutes’ and 
Allison and Rogers (English Counter-Reformation, II 94; ESTC $101607; STC (2nd ed.), 17552) 
note, that “copies of the ‘Statutes’ long appear to have been bound up an issued separately”. 
Composed initially for use by the English Benedictine nuns at Brussels in the Abbey of Our 
Blessed Lady the Perpetuall Virgin Mary (the first English convent established on the Continent 
after the Reformation), these statutes were printed at Ghent for the use of a second convent, 
established there in 1624. Although not printed until 1632, the “Statutes” were composed two 
decades earlier, with the Benedictine nuns actively involved “in a cloistered tradition of 
community-centered writing.” As Jaime Goodrich writes, “The Brussels nuns actively collaborated 
with English priests in the composition of the Statutes [...]. and composed and annotated the first 
draft themselves [...] If the nuns did not have final approval of the Statutes, they provided the 
basis for the final text by compiling the first draft from a range of authoritative sources, a draft that 
priests and the archbishop in turn edited. These overlapping authorial roles indicate that the nuns 
were not passive recipients of the Statutes, but rather that they energetically sought and 
contributed to these regulations, exercising a pious authority that was confirmed by the 
approbation of male ecclesiastical figures.” (Nuns and Community-Centered Writing: The 
Benedictine Rule and Brussels Statutes, Huntington Library quarterly, 77 (3), p. 287 ff.) Disputes 
that later arose around Ignatian practice at the Brussels house (a number of prominent Jesuits 
were involved in the process of editing the “Statutes”) led to the founding, by members of the 
Brussels convent, of a new convent at Ghent in 1624. The “1632 edition of the Benedictine Rule 
and Brussels Statutes was no less focused on her own convent at Ghent, particularly on 
establishing its reputation among English Catholics. [...] The Ghent Benedictines’ spiritual 
reputation increased to the detriment of its motherhouse [...] It does not seem coincidental that 
the Ghent Benedictines printed the Rule and Statutes in 1632, a year in which a second group of 
pro-Jesuit nuns left the Brussels Benedictines to found their own house even as yet another 
English Benedictine house, in Cambrai, faced accusations of unorthodox spiritual practices.” 
(Ibid, p. 298) The Statutes are often mistakenly attributed to Dame Alexia (Margaret) Grey of the 
Ghent Benedictines, who only professed in 1631, because she dedicated a new English 
translation of the Benedictine Rule, issued in tandem with the Statutes, to her abbess Lady 
Eugenia (Jane) Poulton (Ibid. p. 289) 
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Vero ritratto dell'antichissima Madonna ritrovata nel mezzo d'una 
muralia della Chiesa a lei dedicate detta alla Porta in Plorjta 
Vercellina di Milano adi 9 december 1651 


Milan : Francesco 
Chiner 


[16517] 


38.5 cm x 26 cm. Etched broadside including engraved title and dedication to Bartolomeo 
Ceriani, with his arms. Cropped and mounted on laid paper. 2 mm fault on left side just nicking 
the toes of one cherub, and 12 mm fault on right side with loss, repaired with ‘patch’ of cross- 
hatching from another engraving. Unrecorded broadside giving a ‘true likeness’ of a miraculous 
medieval fresco rediscovered by builders during the destruction of a wall in Milan in 1651. The 
present broadside may be one of the only surviving depictions of this medieval artwork. The wall, 
along with the fresco, was either destroyed or looted during the first quarter of the 19th century. 
The broadside depicts the fresco alongside vignettes, two of which give indications of how the 
image was venerated by contemporary viewers and its miraculous curative powers. The ‘vero 
ritratto’ is in fact a considerable embellishment of the fresco (the original is pictured in miniature 
in the two lower vignettes), and not merely an antiquarian depiction - suggesting a devotional 
aspect to the print itself. The sanctity and efficacy of the original is thus transferred to the copy. In 
the etching, the edges of the semi-circle have been adorned with floral motifs and even Baroque 
vases, while cherubs have also been added perching on top of the scene. The work is dedicated, 
according to an engraved cartouche, to the Milanese nobleman Bartolomeo Ceriani. The present 
print has left little trace in the relevant literature, and any specific local motive for its reproduction 
remains as yet unknown. There is, however, a well-researched pamphlet on the history of the 
Chiesa San Nicolao in Milan. The pamphlet draws on a 5-page manuscript composed by a local 
Cleric during the 19th century for the following relevant information: “In the seventeenth century, 
probably in conjunction with the Baroque extension of the church, was found ‘a fine image of the 
Virgin, behind a wall of brick’. If this really suggests an ancient painting subsequently concealed, 
the fresco could possibly have belonged to the interior decoration of the 14th century church... 
The chapel was heavily remodeled in 1624... and perhaps on that occasion the ancient wall with 
the image was demolished. Historical research is in progress to attempt to understand if the 
image was removed from the wall and then lost along with the Church’s other possessions during 
the Napoleonic occupation [1805-1814].” Interestingly, the modern pamphlet suggests that the 
Madonna in question was the Madonna della Misericordia — an idea the present image clearly 
contradicts. It is doubtful that the compiler of the pamphlet — and indeed the 19th century cleric 
who described the fresco — had ever seen a reproduction of the actual Madonna, who is pictured 
here in a traditional pose with the infant Jesus 
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9197786 


Vida de la Venerable Madre Feliciana de San Joseph, Carmelita 
Descalga y Priora del Convento de S. Joseph de Zaragoza Por D. 
Miguel Batista de Lanuza Cavallaro de la Orden de Santiago del 
Cons[igliJo de su Magestad en el Supremo de Aragon y su 
Protononotario en los Reynos de esta Corona A su Amantissima 
Hija Vicenta Josepha de S[anjta Teresa Religiosa Novicia de el 
mismo Convento 


Batista de 
Lanuza, Miguel 
: Villafranco 
Malagon, Pedro 
(engr.) 


Zaragoza : Por 
Domingo la 
Puyada 


1654 


4to. pp. (28), 254, (18), 79, (1), including engraved title page and engraved portrait signed 
‘Villafranco’ as well as divisional letterpress title page for Madre Feliciana’s own Instruccion de 
Religiosas con titulo de Recreacion Espiritual Compuesta en dos Dialogos. Por la V.M. Feliciana 
de S. Joseph, Carmelita Descalza, Priora del Monasterio de S. Josef de Zaragoga. A nombre De 
la Hermana Esmeralda de la Soledad. Publicala Don Miguel Batista de Lanuza, Cavallero de la 
Orden de Santiago, de! Consfiglilo de Su Mag[estajd en el Supremo de Aragon, y su 
Protonotario en los Reynos desta Corona. A sus Hijas las Madres Teresa Maria de San Josef, y 
Vicenta Josefa de Santa Teresa, Religiosas del mismo Convento. Bound in contemporary yapp- 
edged limp vellum with remains of ties. Rare sole edition of this biography of the writer and 
mystic Feliciana de San José (1564-1652), an early Spanish follower of St. Teresa of Avila. The 
author dedicates the work to Sister Vicenta Josepha de Santa Teresa, novice at the same 
convent, and draws on the Feliciana’s own autobiographical writings to compose his 
hagiography. Of special interest is the only contemporary appearance of Feliciana’s own treatise, 
Instruccion de Religiosas con titulo de Recreacion Espiritual, here printed with a separate title 
page and register, perhaps ultimately to be distributed separately to her readers. The Recreacion 
espiriual is couched as a dialogue between five female interlocutors (Hermana San Joseph, 
Feliciana, Eufrosina, Dichosa and Alegria) taking place in the garden of the convent, during their 
customary morning and afternoon hours of recreation. “The treatise was composed of two 
dialogues of unequal length: the first (20 chapters) tends towards moral virtues, and the second 
(13 chapters) towards mystical matters... Only by knowing the life story of Feliciana de San 
José, i.e., the graces and special gifts she received from God, can the composition of a book like 
the Recreacion espiritual be explained, in which, in principle, she tells of what she has 
experienced. The treatise thus presents her as a mystic, comparable by her own Carmelites with 
Teresa of Jesus herself...” (Pina, “El escrito oculto, las redes y la construccidn autorial de 
Feliciana de San José”, in Ruiz Pérez (ed.), Autor en Construcci6n: Sujeto e Institucién literaria 
en la Modernidad hispanica (2020), pp. 157-77: p. 159) 


9239376 


Vida de la Venerable Madre Soror Francisca Dorothea: Fundadora 
de las Religiosas Descalzas de el Convento de Nuestra Sefiora de 
los Reyes del orden de el glorioso Patriarcha Santo Domingo de la 
Ciudad de Sevilla. Dedicada a los dos illustrissimos cabildos 
Eclesiastico y Secular de dicha Ciudad por su autor el P. Gabriel de 
Aranda Religioso de la Compajiia de Jesus, natural de la misma 
Ciudad 


de Aranda, 
Gabriel ; 
Bouché, Martin 
(engr.) 


Seville : por 
Thomas Lopez de 
Haro 


1685 


4to. pp. (48), 560, plus engraved portrait signed by the Antwerp engraver Martin Bouché after a 
drawing by Cornelius Schut. With full-page woodcut ‘HIS’ emblem on E4r and full-page 
typographical motto on E4v. Bound in contemporary velum with remains of ties and manuscript 
title on spine. One of five recorded works worldwide of this sole edition of the first biography of 
the Spanish Baroque nun Francisca Dorothea (1558-1623), whose beatification process had 
begun in 1630 and put on indefinite hold in 1777. Aranda’s biography was evidently intended to 
further her cause, and includes a ‘current state of beatification affairs’ in Chapter LXIV. Of 
interest is the finely engraved portrait executed in Antwerp after a painting of the celebrated 
Seville artist Bartolomé Esteban Murillo, commissioned in 1674. The intermediary was the émigré 
Fleming Cornelius Schult, resident of Seville, who produced a drawing of the painting to be 
dispatched to Antwerp. It depicts a dying Francisca, suffering from an intense thirst, sucking an 
invisible liquid from the wounds on a crucifix (with particularly luscious lips, as one commentator 
points out). Apparently drawing on Francisca’s own autobiography written at the behest of her 
spiritual confessor in the late 1570s, Aranda’s biography follows the usual pattern of such works, 
commenting on Francisca’s persecutions by the devil, a handful of miraculous cures attributed to 
her, her uncorrupted corpse reexamined a few years after her death, and her miraculous 
posthumous appearance in a vision to a fellow nun. Aranda’s supplementary material, however, 
also proves to be historically significant - for example his Chapters LXI & LXII on the relationship 
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of the convent with the secular poet Juan de Salinas y Castro (1559-1643). Aranda’s Vida also 
includes the biography of Maria de Villafuerte y Sandoval, known as Sor Maria de! Santisimo 
Sacramento (1608-1642), who is given an entry in Serrano y Sanz’s Biblioteca de Escritoras 
Espafolas based solely on her poetry as transcribed in the present work (Chapter XXX, with her 
poetry on pp. 264-266). Finally, Aranda describes in detail the lives of a large number of women, 
both secular and religious, close to Francisca: Maria de Villada and Luisa de Villada (pp. 231-45); 
Antonia de Mendoza (pp. 246-253); Sor Francisca de San Joseph (pp. 267-276); Sor Isabel de 
Jesus (pp. 277-283); Sor Ana de San Diego (pp. 284-303); Sor Ana de Jesus (pp. 304-313); Sor 
Luisa Maria de Corpus Christi (pp. 539-547); and Francisca’s boon companion, Sor Antonia de la 
Presentacion (pp. 493-504) 


9197787 


[Sammelband of ten works concerning the suppression of the 
Convent of Port-Royal des Champs] 


[Paris?] 


[1707- 
Ca. 
1710] 


8vos, ten works in one volume. Bound in contemporary sheep with red-and-gilt title label on 
spine. Early paper shelf label at foot of spine. Sammelband of pamphlets (some extremely rare, 
all printed anonymously) defending the orthodoxy of the nuns of Port-Royal and painting them as 
victims of unjust suppression. From the 1640s onward, the convent and its associated house in 
the Faubourg St-Jacques in Paris were a hotbed of Jansenist thought. In 1669, after decades of 
religious controversy, Port-Royal “became again for some years an intellectual and religious 
centre, shining on all that was most intelligent and noble in the city and at the Court. But the fire 
was smouldering beneath the ashes. In 1670 [Antoine] Arnauld was obliged to fly to the Low 
Countries, and Louis XIV, who had begun to suspect and hate the stubborn Port-Royal 
community, resolved to subdue them. In 1702 the quarrel broke out anew on the condemnation 
by the Sorbonne of a celebrated ‘case of conscience’. In 1704 Port-Royal des Champs (Port- 
Royal of the Fields) was suppressed by a Bull of Clement IX. In 1709 the last twenty-five nuns 
were expelled by the public authorities. Finally, in 1710, to blot out all traces of the centre of 
revolt, the buildings of Port-Royal were razed, the site of the chapel turned into a marsh, and 
even the ashes of the dead were dispersed. Port-Royal was destroyed, but its spirit lived on, 
especially in the Parliament and the University, and during almost all the eighteenth century 
France was distracted by the ever-recurring struggle between its heirs and its adversaries” 
(Catholic Encyclopedia). 

The individual titles are as follows: 

1. [Tronchay, Michel], Histoire abregée de l’abbaye de Port-Royal, Depuis sa Fondation en 1204, 
jusqu’a l’enlevement des Religieuses en 1709. 1710, pp. (4), 92. One of three editions to appear 
in the same year (the others with Paris and Amsterdam imprints respectively). 

2. Requeste presentée au roy par les religieuses du Port-Royal des Champs en Mars 1707. 
[17077], pp. 67, (1). One of four copies worldwide on OCLC. 

3. [d’Etemare Le Sesne des Ménilles, Jean-Baptiste], Gemissement d’une ame vivement touché 
de la destruction du saint monastere de Port-Royal des Champs. 1710, pp. (2), 5-64, probably 
lacking half-title. One of three editions to appear in the same year. 

4. [d’Etemare Le Sesne des Ménilles, Jean-Baptiste; Boyer, Pierre], Second gémissement d’une 
ame vivement touché de la destruction du Saint Monastere de Port-Royal des Champs. 1710, 
pp. 47, (1). 

5. Pieces concernant les religieuses de Port-Royal des Champs. |. Lettres a M. Pollet Vicaire de 
S. Nicolas du Chardonnet. II. Lettre de M. Grenet Superieur des Religieuses de Port-Royal des 
Champs a M. l’Archevéque de Paris. Ill. Requéte des Religieuses de Port-Royal des Champs au 
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Roy. IV. Lettre des Religieuses de Port-Royal des Champs aux Religieuses de Port-Royal de 
Paris. “17 January 1708”, pp. 36. One of two editions to appear in 1708. 

6. Reponse des religieuses de Port Royal des Champs aux requestes que les religieuses de Port 
Royal de Paris ont presentées contres elles au roy et a Son Eminence Monseigneur le Cardinal 
de Noailles Achevéque de Paris. [17077], pp. 64. 

7. Reponse des religieuses de Port-Royal des Champs a la requéte que les religieuses de Port- 
Royal de Paris ont presentées a Sa Majesté, et sur laquelle elles ont obtenu I’arrest du Conseil 
d'Etat du 12 Mai de la presente année 1707, qui deboute les religieuses de P. R. des Champs de 
leur opposition aux arréts du Conseil. [17077], pp. 33, (1). One of two editions, both undated. 

8. Recueil des Pieces dont il est fait Mention dans la Réponse que les Religieuses de Port]. 
R[oyal] des Champs ont faite aux Religieuses de Pfort] R[oyal] de Paris, avec les Cartes de 
Visites qui ont été faites dans ces deux Monasteres, depuis l'année 1657, jusq’en 1696. Pp. 18. 
One of three recorded copies worldwide. 

9. [Grenet, Claude], Lettre que Mr Grenet Curé de S. Benoit et Superieur du Monastere de Port 
Royal des Champs écrivit avant que de mourir, a Mr de Harlay Archevéque de Paris. Pp. 14. 
One of four recorded copies worldwide. 

10. Ordonnance de Monseigneur le Cardinal de Noailles Archevéque de Paris, du 18. Novembre 
1707, qui interdit les sacremens aux religieuses de Port-Royal des Champs. [17077], pp. 8. One 
of four recorded copies worldwide 


9142093 


Compendio de la exemplar vida de la V. M. Maria de la 
Encarnacion, natural, y professa de Granada, e insigne Carmelita 
Descalza. Por el R. P. Fr. Manuel de San Geronymo, Historiador 
General, y Confessor que fué de dicha Venerable Madre. Se dedica 
al mas feliz de los hombres, y assombro de los Angeles Nuestro 
Padre y Patriarca San Joseph 


de San 
Geronymo, 
Manuel 


Granada. Por 
Joseph de la 
Puerta, en la 
Libreria 


[1726] 


4to. pp. (24), 40, (8), lacking the woodcut plate present in two of the three other known copies. 
Contemporary limp vellum, spine lettered in ink, ties perished, ink on spine faded and with small 
tear, block starting to separate. Signs from oxidation of an old glue restoration on title page, a 
clumsy attempt to keep the book block in the binding. First edition of this rare work on the life of a 
Spanish Carmelite nun, of which there is no copy recorded outside of Spain. The book contains 
the Consejos que daba, y dictamenes que practico en su vida la V. Madre Maria de la 
Encarnacion hasta morir (from p. 41), not present in every copy, though evidently an integral part 
of the book. There is little information on the life of Maria de la Encarnacion (1636-1717) besides 
that she was a prioress in Granada and a Carmelite nun 
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9197788 


[Contractual dowry drawn up for Teresa Provenzali’s entry into a 
convent in Modena, incipit ‘Costituzione ed Assegnatti della Dote 
Monastica della R[everen]da Suor Maria Colomba Provenzali fattale 
in occasione della solenne lei Profess[ionje ne! Mon[aste]ro 
dell’Ord[inJe di S. Francesco di Sales di questa Citta [...]’] 


Modena 


1727- 
11-22 


Folio, pp. (4). Crudely sewn in contemporary blue wrappers with manuscript title on front cover. 
Docketed with two contemporary woodcut notarial stamps, the first on p. 1 of a certain Giuseppe 
[??] and the second on p. 4 of Giovanni Andrea Francesco de Bosio [?], with the initials |. A. B. 
N. Example of a contractual ‘dowry’ drawn up for a wealthy nun upon her admission to a convent 
in Modena in 1727. The present document was prepared at the behest of the nun’s father, 
Domenico Provenzali, and details the limits of the ‘Limosina Dotale’ to be given over to the 
convent, just as would be done if Teresa (Maria Colomba after her profession) Provenzali had 
taken a husband. The text is signed on the cover and at the end (in Latin) by a Modenese notary, 
Giovanni Andrea Francesco de Bosio, who includes his woodcut stamp as a seal. The convent is 
named as the ‘Monastero della Visitazione detta le Salesciane’ [i.e, after Francis de Sales], which 
had been founded by the noblewoman Laura Martinozzi in 1669 and which was ultimately 
suppressed during the Napoleonic Wars. Several ‘officers’ of the convent are named (Maddalena 
Cattani, Metilda Moreni, Costanza Marrelli, etc.) 


L'office de la Sainte Vierge Marie, disposé a l'usage des religieuses 
de la Visitation de Sainte Marie. Pour celles qui font I'Office, avec 
les Commémorations des Dimanches & Fétes, & l'Office des Morts 


Paris : Chez la 
Veuve Paulus du- 
Mesnil [Madeleine 
Le Mercier] 


1730 


Ato. pp. (4), 32, 27-186. Lacking 26 pages of the 1730 text at front, and perhaps six leaves at 
rear, but with 32 others added from an Office of ca. 1830. Bound in nineteenth-century black 
leather, retaining 21 black silk index tabs. The 1730 text ruled in red throughout, the later addition 
with capital strokes and some underlining in red. Extensive signs of use, some margins 
reinforced in the lower corner, especially in the later insertion. Mostly a 1730 Office of the Virgin 
for nuns belonging to the Order of the Visitation of Holy Mary. The only preliminary leaf between 
the title and beginning of the Office explains when the Visitandines should and should not 
commemorate their founder, St. Francis de Sales. Headlines, instructions, and other navigational 
aids are in French, with the devotional text itself in Latin. The book displays evidence of use 
across two centuries and demonstrates the customization of service books assembled to serve 
the evolving needs of specific communities. Small slips have been pasted in throughout to 
update text, sometimes even on top of earlier corrections or additions. The updates range from 
18th-century manuscript notes to 20th-century typewritten remarks. The 1730 text contains 
printed stress marks to indicate emphasis. The later insertion lacked these, and so they've been 
added throughout by hand. There are further suggestions that users read aloud from the book: 
penciled vertical strokes on p. 15 of the later insertion, perhaps to indicate an extra pause; and 
on p. 110 two ampersands have been expanded in pencil. Inserted at the end is a single page of 
manuscript further outlining the rules for commemorating St. Francis de Sales, which closes with 
an intriguing comment: “La superieure garde l’original imprimé.” It is not clear which Visitation 
chapter owned the book. Although the present work has the OCLC number 1040529346, there 
are no known copies kept in libraries 
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9239377 


Vida, y Virtudes de la Venerable Madre Ana Maria Teresa de Jesus, 
y Langa, Religiosa Francisca Descalza de la Purissima Concepcion 
en el Convento de Miedes. Se ponen al Fin seys Elogios de las 
Espirituales Maestras, y Discipulas de ésta V. Madre, flores de el 
Jardin de la Purissima. Su autor: el M. R. P. Maestro Fray Clemente 
Langa, Jubilado en Sagrada Theologia, Visitador General de los 
Reynos de Andalucia, Examinador Synodal de e! Obispado de 
Siguenza, Professo de el Real Monasterio de Santa Engracia de 
Zaragoza. Se dedica a la muy ilustre comunidad de Calatayud 


Langa, 
Clemente 


Zaragoza : Por 
Juan Malo, 
Impressor 


1739 


4to. pp. (44), 232. Bound in early 20th century quarter calf over blue boards. Bookplate of Rosa 
Maria Guardiola Tortras. Third recorded copy of the sole edition of this biography and probably 
the only printed source on the life of Sor Ana Maria Teresa de Jesus y Langa (1649-1733), a 
Discalced Carmelite nun at the Convent of the Immaculate Conception in Miedes (Aragon). Like 
other such hagiographies, the present work was presumably written shortly after her death with 
Ana Maria's beatification in mind, but in this case no such effort seems to have proceeded. The 
text is also enriched with a few of Ana Maria’s own compositions (songs, sonnets, etc.) showing 
how the secular Golden Age of Spanish literature even influenced austere, fully cloistered 
convents during this time. Ana Maria’s self-image was strongly tied to religious ideals of the 
abnegation of worldly virtues and of spiritual penance. She signs her 4-page ‘renunciation’ of the 
devil (pp. 30-33) as “Sor Ana Maria Teresa de Jesus, indigna Esclava de Jesus... y la mas vil, y 
abominable de todas las criaturas”; and she was recognized by her fellow nuns for her extreme 
mortification habits. She observed rigorous fasting and only took a little bit of food when she did 
eat; she also did not sleep enough, and always on the bare floor (p. 64). However, her extreme 
religiosity did not endear her to her sisters, and on pp. 69-76 is a record of the ‘persecutions’ Ana 
Maria faced at the hands of some of the nuns. For example, when the convent needed a new 
abbess in 1690, no one casted a vote for Ana Maria, despite her “punctuality, and perfection of 
observance,” because the other nuns were afraid that she would be too strict. Pp. 149-222 
discuss her particular relationships with her ‘maestras, y discipulas’ (all of whom were apparently 
older than her) and includes ‘elogios’ of six of her followers: Francisca Melendo, Ines de Jesus, y 
Franco (d. 1677); Maria Juan de San Antonio (d. 1723); Maria Gormaz; Beatriz de San 
Geronimo, y Crespo; and Antonia de Jesus, y Monterde (d. 1696) 


9152561 


Histoire de l'image miraculeuse de Notre-Dame de Messine. Avec 
POrigine, les Regles et les Privileges de la Confrerie érigée en son 
honneur. Ensemble La Description du Troisieme Jubilé de 50. ans 
de I'Invocation de la Ste Vierge, sous le titre de Notre-Dame de 
Messine, a Mons en Hainaut, qui se solemnisera pendant huit jours, 
a commencer le 9. Aoi de la présente année 1772 


Mons, Chez J. B. 
Varret, Imprim 


1772] 


12mo. pp. 58, (2 [blank]). Woodcut of Mary and infant Jesus to verso of half-title, title within 
border of type ornaments, woodcut initial and tailpiece, small loss to corner of half-title, closed 
tear to lower margin of AG, stab-stitched in original drab wrappers, spine perished, some chips to 
covers, later ink stamps inside lower cover. First edition of this work promoting a miraculous 
painting of the Virgin Mary, known as ‘Notre-Dame de Messine’, housed in the parish church of 
the district of Bertaimont in the city of Mons, Belgium. One of two OCLC-recorded copies, the 
other one held at the University of Dayton. The Histoire begins with a brief history of the painting, 
depicting the Virgin Mary and infant Jesus with a nun of the Order of Saint Basil kneeling before 
them, reproduced in the woodcut frontispiece. Brought to Mons from Messina in Sicily by a 
pilgrim in the early seventeenth century, the image was installed in the church of St Nicholas in 
1622. Various miracles worked by the painting from that time, verified by doctors of medicine and 
theology and signed off by the archbishop of Cambrai, are then detailed. The text also discusses 
the ‘Confrairie de Notre-Dame de Messine’, a society of lay brothers and sisters established in 
1626, encouraging men and women to join, praising the Virgin with reference to the Church 
Fathers, and detailing the society's rules (e.g., daily prayers to the Virgin, annual confession of 
sins, participation in masses and processions, offering comfort to those in spiritual and bodily 
need) and the various indulgences granted to its members. The work ends with the program for a 
week-long jubilee celebration in August to mark the 150th anniversary of the installation of the 
image. It includes a curious description of the proposed procession, to be led by the town’s 
children armed with drums and trumpets, followed by various floats depicting scenes from the 
Virgin's life, and ending with a company of grenadiers, with the local population invited to attend 
with torches 
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9143528 


Carta a una religiosa para su desengajio y direccion 


[Ortega Moro, 
José] 


[Puebla de los 
Angeles] 


(1772 
or 
17737] 


4to. pp. (6), 140. Bound in striking pink gilt-brocade stiff wrappers, probably Mexican and 
perhaps even Oaxacan in origin. Inscription on lower margin of title page: “Este exemplar me 
remitid el R[everend]o P. F. PledrJo Ribas, de la Ciud[a]d de Oax{a]ca p[ar] el correo oxo[??] 
Mex{i]co y May 17 del 1774” signed by a certain Foxia [?]. Very rare first, ‘unexpurgated,’ edition 
of this tract addressed to Mexican nuns, advocating a cloistered lifestyle and railing against the 
abuses of male confessors who were known to coerce uncloistered nuns into despicable acts. 
“The issue of vida comun produced a great turmoil in the convents... Between 1771 and 1773, a 
wave of accusations, charges, and countercharges led to splits in the communities and involved 
some rather unbelievable acts of coercion” (Lavrin, Brides of Christ: Conventual Life in Colonial 
Mexico, Stanford, 2008, p. 291). Examples of such acts are in fact described in the present work, 
but the nuns found them so horrifying that they were censored out of the second, ‘approved’ 
edition published in 1774. “A staunch supporter of the reform was also indicted by the authorities 
for making inflammatory statements. José Ortega Moro, under the pen name of Jorge Mas 
Tedforo, was a clergyman and confessor who published a tract in Puebla in 1774, under the title 
of “A Letter of Disabuse and Direction to a Religious.” He inveighed against confessors who did 
not advise adoption of vida comun, characterizing them as wolves disguised as lambs. 
Confessors were known to receive sweets, food, gifts, and even clothing from the nuns in the 
confessionals, creating dangerous liaisons. Ortega Moro advised nuns to abandon such 
practices, show docility and resignation, and learn how to love vida comun. Christ had ordered it, 
and by rejecting it, they put their eternal salvation at risk. Anybody recommending against vida 
comun was a liar, demented, and a blasphemous person. The showering of such insulting 
adjectives was mostly aimed at confessors of the regular Orders, and it was considered so 
incendiary that the civil authorities ordered the confiscation of the tract. This tract also provoked 
grief among some nuns, one of whom was moved to write a comparison between the benefits of 
vida comun and those offered by the traditional observance. Sor Maria Gertrudis Josefa de la 
Concepcion, of the Convent of San Jerénimo in Puebla, asked that Mas Tedforo's tract, which so 
deeply discredited them, be burned...” (Lavrin, Brides of Christ: Conventual Life in Colonial 
Mexico, pp. 297-298). The objectionable passages are found here on pp. 24-38. The second 
edition is recorded as Medina 902, with the publisher's statement “Impresa con las licencias 
necesarias, En la Imprenta del Seminario Palafoxiano de la Puebla de los Angeles, Afio de 1774” 
and contains 127 pp. Curiously, a long passage on pp. 101-121 complaining of the unjust 
expulsion of the Jesuits from Mexico by Papal decree was not found objectionable by the 
censors 
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[Illustrated manuscript on parchment commemorating the profession 
of Maria Scolastica Casellati] 


Casier 


1774- 
04-16 


One leaf on parchment, c. 215 x 305 mm, ruled in hardpoint (justification c. 220 x 114 mm). 
Written in dark gray ink in Roman script in single column on 13 lines, all letters slightly touched in 
gold, capitals throughout in gold, two 2-line initials in gold, full illuminated border. Bookseller's or 
owner's marks on the verso in pencil (“LIX/24/125,” “Maria Scolastica Caselatto,” “420”). The 
present document was made at the Benedictine Monastero di San Teonisto in Casier, the oldest 
monastery in the diocese of Treviso. Maria Scolastica Casellati’s name and the date were added 
to the manuscript when she pronounced her solemn vows. This document recorded a key life 
event similarly to diplomas from Italian universities, the Venetian Ducali, and the Spanish Carta 
ejecutoria, which continued the tradition of the handwritten and illuminated manuscript into the 
modern era. It is not clear whether more illuminated profession manuscripts of nuns survive. The 
document is presented within a large border decorated with curving acanthus leaves in gold that 
harbor large realistic flowers, including a rose, a peony, and lilies. The Virgin and Child with 
angels appear in the clouds in the top margin, while Saint Benedict, holding an abbot’s crozier, 
kneels and gazes at her from the left margin, a book with his rule and his miter at his side. In the 
right margin, Saint Scholastica, Benedict's sister, kneels next to a book of the rule surmounted by 
a dove, evoking the moment of her death, when Benedict had a vision of her soul ascending to 
heaven. The coat of arms of the monastery and device are painted in the margin below the text. 
The document attests the presence of Paulo Francesco Giustiniani (1715-1789), the bishop of 
Treviso (1750-1787), as well as the abbess of the convent. Maria Scolastica signed her 
profession document with a simple cross, “In cujus rei fidem hanc promissionem manu propia 
subscripsi” (as proof of this promise, signed in her own hand). In early modern Veneto, the 
soaring marital dowry-rates and the tradition of patrilineal inheritance in aristocratic families 
caused a surplus of single girls, who ended up in convents; monastic dowries were substantial, 
but not as large as matrimonial dowries (Scippa Bhasin, “Prostitutes, Nuns, Actresses: Breaking 
the Convent Wall in Seventeenth-Century Venice,” Theatre Journal 66 (2014): 1, pp. 19-35: 20) 


9152559 


[Broadsheet souvenir engraving of Our Lady of Loreto, with swath of 
veil worn by the statue of the Black Madonna, in blue and ochre] 


Loreto : Stampato 
[...] da Federico 
Sartori 


1781- 
01-30 


Folio broadsheet (22.5 x 34.7 cm). Seemingly unrecorded souvenir, consisting of a large 
engraved decorative frame printed in blue, incorporating angels, putti, and the prophets Isaiah 
and David, surrounding a central engraving printed in ochre depicting the Madonna and Child 
sitting upon the house of the Virgin Mary being flown by angels, with a view of the Basilica of 
Loreto and the Adriatic Sea in the background; at the top, paper and wax seal enclosing a 
fragment of black organza; at the bottom, text engraved in ochre, signed in ink by father Joseph 
Rensi, rector of the Holy House, and dated 30 January 1781. The veneration of the Madonna of 
Loreto is among the most ancient and popular Marian cults. According to tradition, the Basilica 
della Santa Casa of Loreto was built to enshrine what is believed to be the house in which the 
Holy Mary was born and later lived with Joseph and Jesus, miraculously flown by angels from its 
original site in Nazareth to Trsat in Croatia, then Recanati, and finally in 1291 to Loreto, in order 
to stop it from falling into the hands of Muslim soldiers after the expulsion of the last Crusaders 
from the Holy Land. The Basilica also houses a statue, made of cedar of Lebanon, by Saint Luke 
himself, according to the legend, depicting the Holy Mary and Jesus, known as Our Lady of 
Loreto, or the ‘Black Madonna’ for its dark color possibly caused by centuries of lamp smoke. In 
1921, the original statue was destroyed in a fire, but it was immediately replaced with an identical 
copy. This souvenir engraving encloses a fragment of the black organza mourning veil worn by 
the statue on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. After Easter the veil would be cut up into little 
pieces and distributed among the pilgrims as relics, a tradition that continues to this very day. 
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The engraving is undersigned by the rector of the Basilica of the time, certifying that the fragment 
of black veil sealed and attached to the engraving had actually covered the Holy Statue of Loreto 
on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, and afterwards touched the Holy Walls, the Holy Dress, 
and the Holy Plate of the Blessed Virgin, which are all kept in the Holy House. The colors chosen 
for the printing of the engraving replicate the colors of the dress of the Holy Mary. Blue, the color 
of the sky, represents transcendence, mystery, and the divine, while ochre (or red) is seen as an 
earthly color, the color of blood. Mary is often depicted with a red outer garment and a blue inner 
garment, representing how she carried divinity (Jesus) within her humanity, while Jesus is 
typically depicted with the opposite colors, symbolizing divinity enclosed in his humanity. 
Although souvenir engravings and cards enclosing a piece of the veil were extremely popular and 
are still produced today, there is no other known example of this precise issue printed by Sartori. 
A similar engraving, also printed by Sartori, with the colors inverted, can be located at the 
Moravian Regional Archive in Brno 


Sposizione o sia dichiarazione della prima regola della Madre S. 
Chiara composta A tenore della Bolla moderativa del sommo 
Pontefice Eugenio IV. E a norma del Sacro Concilio di Trento, delle 
Dichiarazioni de’ Sommi Pontefici, e del Decreti delle Sacre 
Congregazioni diretta alle Madri Cappuccine di Bagnacavallo da un 
religioso de! medesimo istituto 


Faenza : Presso 
Gioseffantonio 
Archi 


1782 


4to. pp. (8), 9-187, (1), text in 2 columns, large woodcut headpiece at beginning of text. 19th 
century pasteboard covered with contemporary pink paper, pink/reddish edges. Very rare edition 
of the rule of the order of Saint Clare of Assisi, compiled for the Capuchin nuns of the nunnery of 
Bagnacavallo near Ravenna, north-east of Italy. No other known copies outside of Italy 
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9239378 | Vida de la V. Madre Sor Geronima de Jesus y Carrillo, Monja Rodriguez de Madrid : Por 1727 Folio, pp. (36), 440, (12). Bound in contemporary vellum with three of four original ties remaining. 
professa, y Abadesa, que fue en el Convento de la Immaculada Cisneros, Juan | Thomas Rare sole edition of the first biography of Sor Gerdnima de Jesus y Carrillo (1653-1711), a 
Concepcion, Extra-Muros de Priego. Coordinada, y propuesta por Rodriguez Frias Conceptionist nun of the generation immediately following Sor Maria de Agreda (d. 1665). Like 
Fr. Juan Rodriguez de Cisneros, Lector de Theologia, Examinador, Sor Maria, Sor Gerénima experienced numerous raptures, visions “subidas al cielo y bajadas al 
y Juez Synodal en el Arzobispado de Toledo, Padre de la Provincia Purgatorio, que ocupan muchisimas hojas en la obra” (Serrano y Sanz, Apuntes para una 
de Santiago, Ex-Difinidor, y Chronista de la Castilla, de la Regular Biblioteca de Escritoras espafolas, Vol. 1, pp. 216-7). And like Sor Maria, our knowledge of the 
Observancia de N.P. S. Francisco. Dedicada a la Madre de Dios, life of Sor Gerdnima comes principally from her own writings, which formed the basis for the 
Maria Santissima, Sefiora, y abogada nuestra, venerada en la present text, which contains numerous verbatim quotations from Sor Geronima’s manuscript 
Pottentosa Imagen de Nuestra Sefiora de el Rosal, y Advocacion autobiography. At the age of 13, the young girl took the habit of the Third Order of St Francis, 
de el Convento dicho rejecting later attempts by her parents to marry her off, and ultimately rose to become abbess of 

the Conceptionist (Franciscan) Convent in Priego. She lived “en perpetua comunicacion con los 
santos” and on page 130, for example, we read of one occasion in 1686 when she was ‘visited’ 
by the Virgin Mary accompanied by Maria de Agreda herself. As far as we know, the beatification 
effort for Sor Geronima bore no fruit. In an almost customary exercise for unsanctified Spanish 
nuns of the period following Maria de Agreda, more than 30 pages of approbation necessarily 
precede the text to vouch for its orthodoxy, authored by half a dozen different men (two of whom 
invoke the writings of Maria de Agreda). The Conceptionist convent in Priego, also known as 
Convento de Nuestra Sefiora del Rosal, lies 100 miles east of Madrid and just 125 miles south of 
Agreda. However, there is no indication that the two nuns ever met other than in visionary states. 
The convent was disbanded in 1835, re-occupied, and dissolved entirely in 1936 at the beginning 
of the Spanish Civil War 

9141947 | Arbol chronologico genealogico de los descendientes de Adan y de Nava, José | Puebla de los 1791 74 x 54 cm. Extremely rare large Mexican broadside portraying the genealogy of Christ from 
Eva hasta Jesu Christo Provincias que Pobleaon, cosas que (engr.) Angeles Adam and Eve by Puebla's major printer and engraver Jose de Nava. The broadside was 


inventaron, y casos memorables que sucedieron 


presumably meant for educational purposes and chronicles important Biblical events, dividing 
world history in time periods. De Nava (1735-1817), was "one of the most talented artists and 
skilled engravers of his time in the old world and the new" (Mathes, La /lustracion en Mexico 
Colonial) and among the first to transition from the simpler wood plates to the more complicated 
and detailed copper plates; "one of New Spain's most important engravers of the entire century" 
(EI grabador poblano José de Nava. Estudio de algunas de sus estampas religiosas, Juan |saac 
Calvo Portela, Universidad Nacional Autonoma de México). The Arbol is made after a design by 
Juan Manrique de Lara and dedicated to the bishop, Salvador Biempica y Sotomayor 
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9140027 


Le tems des Misericorde ou Reflexions et Prieres pour la Semaine 
Sainte. Avecune explicaltiJon moral surla PassiondeN. S. J. C. 


Raclot, Jean 


Brussels 


1710 


Ato. ff. (5) ofwhich3 full-page watercolor and bodycolor drawings with red ink (emblematic 
frontispiece, dedication leaf heightened in silver and title), CCV numbered pages and 8 full-page 
emblematic watercolorandbodycolordrawings on8 pages notincludedin pagination. Contemporary 
black morocco, spine on five raised bands, gilt title in second compartment all others gilt. Covers 
framed with gilt floral border and 4 large corner pieces. Endpapers lined with multiple colored 
double combed marbled paper. Turn-ins and all edges gilt. Traces of craquelé to leather on both 
covers. Richly adorned and silver heightened dedication to “Madame de Romeree”; ex-dono of the 
calligrapher on the second leaf; 18th century manuscript ownership entries of Andreas Josephus 
Boussat, a general from the Napoleonic army, and J. Bourgeois, one dated 1773, on verso of front 
fly-leaf. Illustrated calligraphic manuscriptonpaper, composed in Brussels by the calligrapher Jean 
Raclot. It is adorned with 11 beautifully rendered full-page emblematic compositions. The text is 
delicately calligraphed within a triple frame composed of a single black rule and a double black 
rule heightened with yellow and decorated with red dots. Numerous head- and tail-pieces in black 
and red bodycolor with ornamental decorations and ornamented initials in red and black to each 
chapter. All capital letters are heightened with red ink hatching throughout. There is little 
information about Raclot's life and works. He was very likely of Parisian origin, a scholar and 
calligrapher who is known to have been working also as a translator of Spanish into French. The 
present work was composed for and dedicated to “Madame de Romeree,” very likely Marie- 
Claire-Philippine de Romrée (1687-1766), a member of a noble family from Malines. She was 
admitted in 1733 to the order of the Starry Cross, an imperial Austrian dynastic order founded in 
1668 for Catholic noble ladies, and died in Brussels in 1766. She married Jean-Pierre Coloma, 
Baron of Moriensart in 1706. In 1729, 15 years after the death of her husband, she remarried with her 
brother-in-law, Jean-Alphonse, Count of Coloma. The coat of arms of the Romrée family is 
shown on the dedication leaf 


9144611 


[Painting of Gregory the Great on parchment in an embroidered 
frame] 


[ca. 
1775] 


26 x 20.5 cm, delicately executed gilt embroidery, silver and gilt thread, including flower petals, 
and a contemporary image of Gregory the Great. Early 20" century ticket on back of the frame, 
“Josef Zauner” of Munich, presumably responsible for framing (i.e. reframing?). A classic 
example of highly embroidered Klosterarbeit produced by nuns for devotional purposes, often for 
sale to pilgrims at conventual churches and elsewhere to generate income for the convent. 
Gregory the Great is painted with characteristic triple crown tiara and triple-cross crozier papal 
iconography, with red fur-lined red cap, in line with images such as Gerard Seghers’s 1625 
painting or the c. 1614 painting of Ribera (the latter without stave,). It is a rare feature that so 
many attributes appear in the same image of Gregory (i.e., the triple crown tiara, the pre-Vatican 
Il triple-cross papal crozier, his composition of the homily on Ezekiel according to the tale from 
Paul the Deacon, the curtain through which he made dictation to his secretary, and peephole 
revealing the dove speaking the words into his mouth, etc.) 
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9152560 


Informazione circa la confraternita della B. V. Maria Ausiliatrice, E 
dell’Obbligo di far Celebrare le due SS. Messe, Eretta in Insbruck 
nel Tirolo, nella Chiesa della SS. Trinité della Compagnia di Gest 


[Confraternita 
della Beata 
Vergine Maria 
Ausiliatrice, 
Innsbruck] 


Innsbruck : 
appresso Mich. 
Ant. Wagner, 
Stampatore di 
Corte di S. C. 
Maesta, e 
dell’Universita 


[ca. 
1740] 


Folio broadsheet (29 x 44 cm), printed in two columns within typographical frames, arranged 
around a central copper engraving (15 x 18 cm) depicting Mary and the Child, under the motto 
‘Totus mundus diligat te’. The last printed line has a blank space for the name of a new member 
and the date of its admission to the Confraternita della Beata Vergine Maria Ausiliatrice (Mary 
Help of Christians, or Nuestra Sefiora Maria Auxiliadora de los Cristianos) of Innsbruck. This 
seemingly unrecorded broadsheet was given to ‘S[orel]la Anna Maria Colombo,’ a new female 
lay member on March 25 1742. The broadsheet served as a certificate of membership as well as 
a vade mecum of the history, rules and mechanisms of the congregation. The cult of Mary Help 
of Christians was probably connected with the cult of Our Lady of Loreto. It was extremely 
popular in Bavaria and Innsbruck in particular and, following the victory of John Ill Sobieski, King 
of Poland, over the Turks at the Battle of Vienna in 1683, chapters of the confraternity spread all 
over the Catholic world, including Hispanic America. The confraternity, open to both religious and 
lay men and women, was founded in 1649 in Santa Fe in New Mexico, and opened a chapter in 
1680 in Innsbruck, at the church of the Holy Trinity of the Society of Jesus. Not all chapters of the 
confraternity were legitimate, and many were placed on the Index in the late 1750s. It is around 
this time that the congregation seems to have almost disappeared; the cult of Mary Help of 
Christians was then brought back to popularity by John Bosco in the late nineteenth century. The 
present document claims that the Innsbruck chapter alone had over 1.5 million members at the 
time this broadsheet was printed. To become a member of the confraternity, the prospective 
candidate should go in person to any of the above two locations, or apply by mail and likely pay a 
subscription fee. The main objective of the confraternity was to ease the way to Paradise for its 
members through the celebration of two masses each year, one for the deceased and the other 
for the living members. Those who failed to have such masses celebrated would lose the benefit 
of being remembered in other members’ masses, and post mortem subscriptions were not 
permitted. Three plenary indulgences were apparently granted to the confraternity by Innocent 
XI, Clement XI and Benedict XIll, as listed in the broadsheet. To gain these indulgences 
members needed to join the confraternity, or take holy communion on the feasts of the 
Immaculate Conception and the Assumption of Mary. Other, non-plenary indulgences could be 
obtained by various charitable works and actions. A single copy of a slightly later, apparently 
similar broadsheet, printed by Francesco Antonio Marchesani in 1748, can be found at the 
Biblioteca Civica Bertoliana in Vicenza 
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9151612 


[Souvenir engraving for the shrine of Our Lady of Montenero on the 
Livomo Coast] 


[Italy] 


[ca. 
1750] 


One leaf, 169 x 236 mm. Printed on the recto only of perhaps a quarter-sheet of laid paper. 
Scattered loss, mostly to the upper margin, Mary’s legs, and the lower right of the image’s frame. 
Unrecorded souvenir engraving for the shrine of Our Lady of Montenero on the picturesque 
Livorno coast. Lord Byron’s villa was just down the hill and the pilgrimage site remains popular 
today. Latin prayers (with a little Italian) flank both sides of a reproduction of the shrine’s painting 
of the Virgin Mary and Baby Jesus, commonly attributed to one Battaglia from Castelnuovo 
Magra. A significant expansion of the sanctuary, begun in 1720, was finally completed in 1744. 
We suspect this ephemeron was printed sometime following completion, likely in the second half 
of the 18th century. According to tradition, the shrine owes its presence to a crippled shepherd 
who stumbled upon an image of the Madonna in 1345. The boy was implored—some say by a 
voice, others by an apparition of the Virgin herself—to carry the painting to the highest point of 
Montenero, where the shepherd discovered he had been miraculously cured of his limp. Other 
sources report that the boy, unable to reach the top due to his condition, had to abandon the 
effort; and so local peasants built a shrine around the painting where the boy had left it. The 
painting, long believed to have been a medieval work transplanted from afar by angels (as noted 
in this souvenir), is today considered to be from the 18" century 


9198902 


Statuts et Reglemens de I'Hospital de Nostre Dame de la 
Misericorde, Estably entre les Fauxbourgs Saint Marcel & Saint 
Victor, suivant la foundation de Messire Antoine Seguier, Chevalier, 
Conseiller du Roy en ses Conseils, & Second President au 
Parlement. Pour y recevoir & élever en la connoissance & crainte de 
Dieu, perpetuellement & successivement, cent pauvres filles 
orphelines de pere & de mere, natives de la Ville ou des 
Fauxbourgs de Paris. Conformement ausdits Statuts, selon qu’ils 
ont esté reveuz corrigez, augmentez, & authorisez par Lettres 
Patentes du Roy, du mois d’Avril 1672. Registrées en Parlement le 
18. May ensuivant 


[‘Cent-Filles’] 


Paris : Chez 
Gaspar Meturas 


1672 


4to. pp. 26, plus terminal blank. Bound in modern marbled wrappers. Manual outlining the 
functions of the little-known Hospital de Notre Dame de la Miséricorde, an orphanage for young 
girls founded in 1623 under charter of Louis XIII to address the growing number of “pauvres filles 
orphelines” on the streets of central Paris. It was disbanded during the Revolution. The institution 
had been popularly known as the ‘Cent-Filles’ due to the strict cap on the number of orphans it 
could accommodate. Usually, these orphanages were run by nuns, but in this case the 
regulations specified only that the officers “doivent avoir un fonds de pieté tres-solide, & ester 
parfaitement instruites des veritez de nostre Religion” (p. 13) and that the Gouvernante herself 
be a childless widow between 40-45 years of age, or 30-35 if an unmarried woman. The statutes 
are highly prescriptive: the orphelines had to be between six and seven years old, the issue of 
legitimate marriage, and ‘destitute of all goods’. In order to verify this, baptismal records had to 
be examined and the testimony of neighbors had to be considered; finally, the girls were to be 
certified as healthy by a doctor. Chapter Three deals with the food and clothing of the girls; 
Chapter Four describes the children’s’ employment, including outside of the Hospital; and 
Chapter Five is about punishments. The next chapters discuss the roles and duties of the female 
officers of the Hospital: the Gouvernante, the four Maistresses, the Infirmiere, the Porter, the 
Gardener, the Servants; and finally the ‘general administration’ of the institution. At the age of 
25, the girls would be sent out into the world, whether into the workforce or into marriage — in 
which case the orphanage would provide a small dowry. The only other recorded copy of this 
work is kept at the Bibliotheque nationale de France 
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9198912 


Vida Prodigiosa de la Extatica Virgen, y Venerable Madre Sor 
Beatriz Maria de Jesus, Abadesa, que fue del Convento del Angel 
Custodio, de la Ciudad de Granada, de Religiosas Franciscas 
Descalgas de la mas estrecha Observancia de la Primera Regla de 
Santa Clara: Chronica del mismo Convento, y Memoria de otras 
Religiosas isignes en virtud. Escrita Por el M. R. P. Fr. Thomas de 
Montalvo, Lector de Theologia, y Ex-Difinidor de la Provincia de S. 
Pedro de Alcantara, y Ex-Comissario Visitador de la de S. Joseph 
de Religiosos Menores Descalgos de la mas estrecha Regular 
Observancia de N. S. Padre San Francisco 


de Montalvo, 
Thomas 


Granada : por 
Francisco 
Dominguez, 
Impressor del 
Illmo. Sr. Dean., y 
Cabildo de la Sta. 
Iglesia 


1719 


Folio. pp. (24) including full-page engraved portrait of Sor Beatriz Maria, 528. Bound in 
contemporary limp vellum with richly calligraphed title on spine. Rare sole edition of this life of the 
Discalced Franciscan nun Beatriz Maria de Jesus (1632-1702) of Granada, printed in a lavish 
folio format and adorned with a striking portrait of the Abbess at her writing desk. Recalling the 
manner of St. Teresa of Avila, we see her with pen poised above her journal but without the Holy 
Spirit providing direct illumination, which might have contravened Urban VIII’s 1638 edict printed 
directly opposite the engraving. This ‘ecstatic virgin’ was bom to a wealthy family but began to 
experience raptures and stigmata from a young age, and was forced to submit them to 
ecclesiastical authorities for examination, who suspected her of imposture. In 1665, she entered 
the Franciscan (Poor Clare) convent of Granada and was ultimately elected abbess in 1699, but 
served only three years before dying in 1702. Of additional interest are pp 142-144, “Formidables 
tentaciones con que molesto el demonio a la V. M. Sor Beatriz Maria de Jesus”; and the 
descriptions on pp. 53-54, 189, and 199 of her attempts at writing an autobiography, which 
continued for 30 years and forms the basis of Montalvo’s work. Serrano y Sanz (Apuntes para 
una Biblioteca de Escritoras espafiolas, 1903, Vol |, pp. 552-3) mentions that “the most notable 
deed which she accomplished was to release from Purgatory the soul of Felipe IV” — an episode 
described here in Chapter XIX (pp. 155-157). Book Four (pp 421-520) deals with the foundation 
of the convent and the lives of 23 further nuns, namely Sor Maria de Santa Clara; Sor Maria del 
Santissimo Sacramento (who endured ‘terribles batallas con el Demonio); Sor Maria de San 
Joseph (blessed with the gift of prophecy); Sor Mayor del Espiritu Santo; Sor Melchora de S. 
Miguel; Sor Geronyma de S. Francisco; Sor Maria de la Llagas; Sor Francisca de la Concepcion; 
Sor Cathalina Maria de la Concepcion; Sor Isabel Maria de la Assumpcion; Sor Cathalina de San 
Geronymo; Sor Antonia Maria de Jesus; Sor Escolastica Maria de San Antonio; Sor Isabel Maria 
de Jesus; Sor Ana de Santa Maria; Sor Jacinta Maria de Jesus; Sor Sancha Maria de la 
Concepcion; Sor Isabel Maria de San Francisco; another Sor Maria de Santa Clara; Sor Maria 
del Espiritu; Sor Clara Maria del Espiritu; Sor Petronila Maria de la Encarnacion; and finally Sor 
Maria de la Concepcion 


9198900 


Hermosa Azuzena, y Estrella Plantada, y fixa en el Suelo, y Cielo 
del Convento del Orden de la Purissima Concepcion de la Villa de 
las Cuevas de Cafiarte, en el Reyno de Aragon La Vida de la V. Sor 
Maria Francisca de S. Antonio, (en el siglo de Pedro, y Cascaxares) 
Religiosa de dicho Convento Con una breve Memoria de la 
Fundacion, y Fundadoras del mismo Convento, y de otras 
Religiosas, que en él florecieron en virtud Escritq por el R. P. M. Fr. 
Roque Alberto Faci, del Orden de N.S. del Carmen Observante, y 
Retor del Collegio de S. Joseph de Zaragoza. Quien la dedica a la 
Reyna de los Angeles Maria SS. en su Concepcion Purissima 


Faci, Roque A. 
(Roque Alberto) 


Zaragoza : en la 
Oficina de Joseph 
Fort 


1737 


4to. pp. (32), 386 [i.e. 390], plus 2 engraved plates (Madre Delfina with her council of nuns and 
portrait of Sor Maria Francisca). Pp. 269-272 repeated in pagination as issued. Bound in 
contemporary yapp-edged vellum with remains of ties. Rare sole edition of this biography of a 
Conceptionist nun, Francisca Eugenia de Pedro y Cascaxares (1714-1734) who died at the 
tender age of 20 from typhus. The work also includes a briefer ‘memoria’ of the founder of the 
convent of Cuevas de Cafiarte, Sor Delfina de Jesus (1632-1714), with a notable engraving of 
her presiding over her sisters in a forum. For her part, Sor Maria Francisca is depicted in front of 
a whip and a skull, with ‘mirror-image’ speech bubbles addressed to her crucifix. Roque Alberto 
Faci (1684-1744) was the Rector of the Carmelites of Zaragoza and seems to have considered 
himself an informal chronicler of the lives of local nuns, publishing a handful of other similar 
works. His work is a significant and compendious biographical effort: alongside that of Delfina de 
Jesus, pp. 278-346 contain the biographies of a further 23 nuns of the convent. However, the 
main body of the text describes the life of Sor Maria Francisca, who entered the convent at the 
age of 15, was professed at 16, and survived for just three years and ten months before 
succumbing to typhus. During her brief career as a nun, she inspired great admiration among her 
sisters. Despite her noble upbringing, she seemed to take joy in the most mundane tasks of 
sweeping and cleaning. She also experienced ecstasies, with God ‘suddenly giving knowledge to 


275 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


her soul,’ often around the time of matins (cf, e.g., her description of such an experience on p. 
43). Occasionally, she was prone to spontaneous discourses on mystical theology, and even 
prophesized the stillborn death of her own sister. As indicated in her engraved portrait, her 
mortification of the flesh was limited not only to food deprivation but also to flagellation. The last 
two chapters offer a detailed report of her extreme suffering due to typhus, considered a 
testament to her sanctity. Sor Maria Francisca’s own manuscript ‘Relacion de su Vida, y favores 
de Dios que recibid’ forms the basis for Faci’s biography and is frequently quoted directly by him, 
as was customary at the time. Chapter 13 (pp. 241-250) reproduces the nun’s ‘Poesias Devotas,’ 
which, as Faci attests, were composed in response to the scourge of satirical and lascivious 
poetry plaguing the secular world outside the convent 


9203406 | Noticia autentica de las maravillas que N. Sefior obra en los [de Barrera, [Salamanca] : En 1675 4to. pp. 140. Contemporary limp vellum, ties present. First - and apparently only — edition, a rare 
panecitos de la Serafica. Madre S. Teresa de Jesus en Mexico. Juan] la Imprenta de work on the miracles worked through ‘panecitos.’ These small pieces of holy bread reflect a 
Remitida a la R. M. Luisa de la SS. Trinidad, Priora de las Lucas Perez devotion for the Spanish nun Santa Teresa de Jesus begun by the Carmelite nuns of Puebla 
Carmelitas Descalgas de Alva around 1640. The costume became a tradition and other Orders started imitating the nuns. The 
sisters would make small pieces of bread imprinted with the traditional arms of the Jesuits (the 
Holy Name of Jesus, cross, and nails from his Passion), blessed on the saint's holy day (October 
15) and distributed to co-religionists in New Spain. News of miraculous favors started to spread 
over time, the first recorded account being that of Friar Agustin de la Madre de Dios in his 
‘Tesoro Escondido en el Monte Carmelo Mexicano.’ This particular publication about the tradition 
is addressed to the Reverend Mother Luisa de la SS. Trinidad, Prioress of the Discalced 
Carmelites. Beristain t. |, p. 137 gives it as printed in Mexico, but it was likely printed in 
Salamanca; Medina, BHA gives it as printed in Spain 
9201668 | [1:] Erster Thail Der Cronicken der eingesetzten Orden def heiligen | de Lisboa, Munich : Gedruckt | 1620 4to. 3 volumes bound in 2. pp. (64), 670, (12) [1 blank leaf]; pp. 506, (18); (16), 1150, (20) [last 
Vatters Francisci. Darinn das Leben, Todt, und Miraklen aller seiner | Marcos ; von [...] bey Anna page blank]. With added detailed engraved title pages to each volume, composed of numerous 
heiligen Discipel und Gesellen, begriffen. Erstlich in Portugalischer Senftenau, Carl | Bergin, Wittib. In panels depicting Franciscan saints and symbols of the order. Anna Berg's woodcut printer's 
Sprach zusammen getragen, durch den Ehrwirdigen Vatter Kurtz (trans.) Verlegung Johan device at end of first volume. Small 19'-century convent library collection stamp on title page. 


Marcum von Li&bona: Und hernach in die Castiglianische verendert, 
durch den Ehrwirdigen Vatter Didacum Navarrum. Volgents in die 
Italianische transferiert Durch Horatium Diolam von Bologna: Und 
an jetzo in unser Teutsche Sprach gebracht, Durch Den Edlen, 
Gestrengen Herrn Carl Kurtzen von Senfftenau, Rom: Keys: May: 
unnd der Furstl: Durchl: zu Oesterreich, etc. Rath, und Vogt der 
Herrschafft Veldtkirch ; [2:] Ander Thail Der Cronicken der 
eingesetzten Orden de® heiligen Vatters Francisci. Darinn das 
Leben, Todt, und Miraclen aller seiner heiligen Discipel und 
Gesellen, begriffen. Erstlich in Portugalischer Sprach zusammen 
getragen, durch den Ehrwtrdigen Vatter Marcum von Lif bona: Und 
hernach in die Castiglianische verendert, durch den Ehrwurdigen 
Vatter Didacum Navarrum. Volgents in die Italianische transferiert, 
Durch Horatium Diolam von Bologna: Und an jetzo in unser 
Teutsche Sprach gebracht, Durch Den Edlen, Gestrengen Herrn 
Carl Kurtzen von Senfftenaw, Rom. Keys. Majest. und der Furstl: 
Durchl: zu Oesterreich, etc. Rath, und Vogt der Herrschafft 


Hertsroy 


Contemporary calf for first 2 parts and contemporary green vellum for third part. Second German 
edition (first: 1604) translated by Carl Kurtz von Senftenau. "The first major chronicle of the 
Franciscan Order, which was often used for the accounts by later chroniclers, and rightly so, 
because the author had the original sources at his disposal" (R. Streit, Bibliotheca Missionum, 
vol. |, 80 (p. 34)). The Portuguese original was published between 1557 and 1562 and was 
followed by translations into Spanish, Italian and French. The work contains reports on 
Franciscan missionary activity, especially in volumes 2 and 3. Marcos de Lisboa (1511(?)-1591) 
had been a missionary in Mexico and the Philippines himself, where he was the first to write a 
dictionary of the Bicol language. References to Franciscans in Mexico appear in the third volume 
(see Aldin-Landis, European Americana, 620/99). Volume 2, Books 8 and 9 (pp. 326-484) deal 
with St. Clare of Assisi and two of her followers, Agnes and Elizabeth. The central panel of the 
unique title page in this volume represents St. Clare and members of her order kneeling together 
next to a king (crown and sword upon the ground), and two male Franciscan saints. Above are a 
host of Franciscan saints kneeling, and a kneeling St. Francis hurtling to heaven in a chariot 
drawn by two horses. The work was printed by one of the major printing houses in Germany, 
which was run by a woman, Anna Berg, who had taken over the Munich-based printing business 
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Feldtkirch ; [3:] Dritter Thail Der Cronicken der eingesetzten Orden 
der mindem Bruder In zehen Bucher aufgethailt. In welchen wirdt 
begriffen, so in der Religion sich verlossen von S. Francisco an, in 
der zeit vier und zwaintzig General Ministern, in hundert und 
funfftzig Jahrn. Erstens gestelt von dem Ehrwirdigen Vatter Marco 
von Lisabona, in Portugesischer Sprach, nachmals in die 
Spannische, Castiglianische vom Vatter Philipps von Sosa, hernach 
in die Welsch, letstens in die Teutsche verstelt unnd gebracht, 
Durch einen def heiligen Vatters Francisci, und seines H. Ordens 
liebhaber. Unnd anjetzo zum ersten mal au&gangen 


of her husband Adam when he died in 1610. Anna, who was Adam’s second wife, vigorously 
continued the flourishing business until 1629 


9201165 | Vida de Soror Ignes de Jesus, Religiosa Conversa No Convento da | de Sousa da Lisbon : Na nova 1731 8vo. ff. (23) [1 blank], pp. 165, f. (1) [colophon]. Bound in contemporary limp vellum with vertical 
Annunciada desta Cidade de Lisboa Occidental, Insigne Sylva Officina de manuscript short title on spine. Numerous woodcut headpieces, factotum initials, typographical 
Emvirtudes, Offerecida, e Dedicada a Maria Santissima Senhora Alcoforado Mauricio Vicente headpieces and dividers. Woodcut tailpieces. Old two-line ink inscription on verso of front free 
Nossa debayxo da invocagaé da Abbadia, Escritta por Francisco de | Rebello, de Almeyda, endleaf. Possibly lacking a final printed preliminary printed leaf; ours is blank. Leaf ***4 wrongly 
Sousa da Sylva Alcoforado Rebello Francisco morador as signed ***3; ***5 wrongly signed ***4. First and only edition. The present copy is an unrecorded 

Pedras negras variant, reading "RE" in the catchword on leaf ***7 verso, where other copies (e.g., four in the 
Biblioteca Nacional de Portugal, and one at Georgetown University) have “LI.” Also, leaf ***8 on 
the present copy is blank, while other copies contain licences. The catchword "RE" might have 
been set either prior to or after that of the copies containing the "LI" catchword, in anticipation of 
a different text for leaf ***8 which was probably never printed. The author (1697-1772) was born 
in the Quina da Silva, termo of Barcellos. He was Lord of the Torre de Alcoforado in the freguesia 
de Lordello, four leagues from Porto, and a Commendador da Ordem de Christo 

9318931 | Regola et constitutioni delle Zitelle di casa della Congregatione di [Congregatione | [Terni] 1613 Small 4to. ff. (4), 16, (6) [blanks]. Bound in contemporary limp vellum, remnants of ties. 

S[an]ta Maria di Terni di Santa Maria Manuscript on paper in a calligraphic hand, mostly in Italian, prayers and bishop’s approbation in 
di Terni] Latin. Four devotional engravings pasted on preliminary leaves: ‘S. Maria Maior’ by Karel van 


Mallery, ‘S. Carolus Borrome’ S.R.E.C.’, the crucifixion by Hieronymus Wierix, and one engraving 
with scenes from the lives of Christ and Mary, arranged in the shape of a cross. Title within hand- 
drawn decorative frame and with cut out engraving depicting the instruments of the Passion 
within cartouche. Last leaf with approbation dated 9 April 1614, signed by Clemente Gera, 
Bishop of Terni, including his paper and wax seal. Manuscript detailing the rules of a religious 
congregation of lay women in the Umbrian city of Terni of which no other testimonies appear to 
have survived. The manuscript shows that the congregation, devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
consisted of a group of lay women of various social backgrounds. Some congregants were 
illiterate, reflected by the use of often simple and direct language. The women usually lived in 
their own homes, but met in a communal house and shared their possessions. Despite the name 
of ‘Zitelle’ or unmarried woman, the congregation appears to have been open to both married 
and unmarried women. The second chapter even specifically states that the vow of chastity is 
optional, but, if taken, should be strictly respected. Although similar in name to the ‘Casa delle 
Zitelle’ in Venice, an institution founded and run by a group of wealthy women in 1559 to care for 
poor, beautiful young girls who were at risk of becoming prostitutes, the purpose of the Zitelle of 
Terni seems to have been purely devotional, as well as to offer mutual assistance. The present 
document is likely the original foundation act of the congregation, suggested by the approbation 
of Bishop Gera at the end. Clemente Gera (d. 1643) was appointed as Bishop of Terni on 13 
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November 1613. The date of this document as well as the presence of an engraving depicting 
Saint Charles Borromeo could indicate that the congregation was created by Bishop Gera 
himself. Even before his canonization in 1610, Charles Borromeo (1538-1584) was celebrated as 
if he were a saint in Lombardy and Piedmont, and it is not unlikely that Gera, a native of Novara 
in Piedmont, might have shown a deep devotion toward him. The lack of any further 
documentation suggests that the congregation was short-lived, perhaps due to the transfer of 
Bishop Gera to Lodi in 1625. Divided into 25 chapters, the text covers, among others, obedience 
to the head of the congregation, the ‘Preposita’; chastity; poverty; mental and vocal prayers; the 
Liturgy of the Hours; the study of Christian doctrine; confession and communion; listening to the 
homily; the living of a retired life; the examination of the conscience; fasting; daily mass 
attending; work and reading; silence; sick visits; praying for dead sisters; the admission of new 
sisters; the admission ceremony and prayers; the duties of the Preposita and her deputy; the 
election of the Preposita; election ceremonies; faults, trials and the possible deposition of the 
Preposita. Karel van Mallery (1571-16357), the artist of the first engraving in the manuscript, and 
whose work consists mainly of Christian religious representations and portraits, worked on 
various projects for the Plantin Press in Antwerp, often in collaboration with the Wierix brothers. 
This includes Hieronymus Wierix (1553-1619), the maker of another of the engravings in this 
manuscript. None of the engravings pasted in the manuscript have printed text on the verso, 
suggesting that they were printed individually as devotional images or as plates in one of the 
many religious publications issued by the Plantin Press 


9219577 


Ordo ad recipiendum virgines seculares Ad Habitum Novitialem 
secundum morem. Congregationis Casinensis. Sub Regula 
Sanctiss. Patris Benedicti Ex Antiquisissimis ceremoniarum libris 
Depromptus [Bound with :] Devotissima Forma vestiendi, et 
profitendi Tam Monachorum, quam Monialium, Sub Regula 
Sanctissimi Patris. Benedicti in Congregatione Casinensi, Ex 
Antiquissimis ceremoniarum libris Deprompta 


[Congregation 
of 
Montecassino] 


Perugia : Ex 
Typographia 
Annibalis Aloysi 
Impressoris 
Episcopalis 


1616 


2 parts in one 4to. volume. pp. 32, (4); pp. 18 [2 blanks]. Bound in an early remboitage with a 
contemporary brown calf binding, fully gilt “a la fanfare” on both boards, with a central tool in an 
oval on upper cover, perhaps depicting S. Benedict, and Our Lady on rear cover. Both titles 
printed in red and black and within a woodcut border, text printed in red and black, with music on 
4 staves. Unrecorded edition of this rare publication establishing the rules and admission rites for 
aspiring nuns of the convents belonging to the Benedictine order of the Abbey of Montecassino, 
founded by St. Benedict in 529 AD. The text describes the blessing of the clothes, the prayers 
pronounced when the hairs of the novices were being cut, the solemn formula of the monastic 
profession, and the accompanying music, likely an early sample in print. There is a related, 
slightly earlier publication edited in Milan in 1607 by Pacifico Pontius, & loan. Baptistam Piccaglia 
‘impressores archiepiscopales’, bearing a similar title, and regarding the same Benedictine order: 
“Ordo admittendi virgines ad monasterii ingressum, habitumque regularem suscipiendi, ritus item 
seruandus ad professionis emissionem. Secundum morem congregationis Cassinensis”, of which 
the only known copy is held in the library of the Montecassino Abbey. This Milanese edition is 
also in 4to. and has pp. 30 and 2 blanks, with its text printed in red and black, and almost 
matching the content of the first part in the present copy (i.e., the admission rules). It does, 
however, not include the second part, describing the admission rites and its ceremony. Very little 
is known about the printer Annibale Aloisi, except from a historical study about the printers in 
Perugia, which lists a handful of works printed by Aloisi, spanning from 1618 to 1630. The 
present work, from 1616, would thus certainly be one of his earliest 
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9219583 


Ordini, riti, e cerimonie Concernenti al Culto Divino, Et ogni altre, 
che si pratticano dalle Monache dell’Instituto della Santiss. 
Annonciata dette volgarmente le Celesti. Fondate l'anno MDCIV 


[Order of the 
Holy 
Annunciation of 
Genoa] 


Genoa : per Gio. 
Maria Farroni, 
Nicolé Pesagni, e 
Pier Francesco 
Barbieri 


1640 


2 parts in one 8vo. volume. pp. (4), 51; pp. 14-65. Bound in contemporary red morocco with 
central golden plaque depicting the Crucifixion, within an oval border, the boards gilt with a foliate 
roll-border within a double order of thin gold fillets, with fleur-de-lys golden tools at corners, the 
same pattern repeated on rear cover, but with a plaque depicting Our Lady and the Child at 
center. Spine tooled in blind and gold, golden edges. With original flyleaves and pastedowns. 
Title page within typographic border and with a woodcut vignette showing the Annunciation, 2nd 
leaf with a full-page engraving showing Maria Vittoria de Fornari praying in front of Our Lady and 
the Child, pasted on the blank verso of title page. This booklet describes the admission rite of 
aspiring nuns to the convent of the Santissima Annunziata. The Order of the Holy Annunciation 
(aka the “Blue Nuns” or “Turchine Nuns,” after the traditional color of their habits) is a cloistered, 
contemplative order of nuns following the Augustinian rule. It was founded in 1604 Genoa by the 
Blessed Giovanna Maria Vittoria de Fornari Strata (1562-1617), marked by the establishment of 
its first convent (as indicated on the title page) in the Castelletto district of Genoa. Following the 
destruction of that building in 1917, the nuns moved to a new monastery built in San Cipriano 
where they are still located today. Princess Camilla Orsini Borghese founded a branch in Rome 
in 1676. This work circulates in two versions with a different collation. The present copy and an 
identical one kept at the University of Chicago Library (coll. 1, A4-C4, D3, 2B8 - 2C8, 2D8+1, 
text apparently complete but quire ‘D’ has 2 +1 leaves, and 2D has 8+1 leaves) were probably 
issued earlier than the copies, e.g. those held in Genoa and Siena, which have the following 
collation: pp. (2), 199; signature 11, A8-L8, M12. The text in this publication running from pp. 14- 
51 in the first part largely matches the text on pp. 14-65 of the second part but, e.g., describes 
the admission rites for a single nun in the first part, while plural is used in the second. The 
typographical setting is slightly larger in the second part, which accounts for the additional pages 
there. Perhaps the present copy, together with the one kept in Chicago, was a first issue, with the 
text given in 2 slightly different forms, submitted for the approbation of the abbess, or another 
authority. It might then have been decided to add some more text. This hypothesis is supported 
by the fact that the binding of this version, which has not been altered afterward, is very finely 
executed and almost looks like a dedication copy, perhaps commissioned for the abbess herself 
or the rich family of a nun 
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9318929 


Constitutions de la communauté des filles de Ste Geneviéve 


[Filles de 
Sainte 
Genevieve] ; 
Bonnart, Henri 
(engr.) ; 
Langlois, 
Nicolas (engr.) 


Paris : Chez Eloy 
Helie, Libraire et 
Imprimeur de la 
méme 
Communauté 


1683 


12mo. pp. (116), 271, (1). Bound in contemporary black morocco, gilt fillet border to covers, spine 
in compartments direct lettered in one, gilt edges, marbled endpapers. 6 engraved plates (4th 
plate pasted to blank p. 110, 6th plate pasted to blank p. 222), woodcut to title. Inscriptions to 
front flyleaves ‘Sr Cardin,’ ‘Hure prétre,’ ‘S. & F. Ex dono dni Annae Antonii Hure,’ inscription at 
head of title ‘Domus probationis Parisiensis Soc. Jesu,’ pencil notes to front free endpaper. Rare 
first edition of the rules for the Parisian community of lay sisters dedicated to the education of 
young girls and to the care of the sick, known as the Filles de Sainte-Geneviéve, or Miramionnes, 
after the name of their foundress. Marie de Miramion (born Bonneau 1629-1696) had already 
been married and widowed by the age of sixteen, and left with a young child. In 1658, she 
founded a community of twelve lay sisters to teach and look after the sick of her parish, joining 
them with another similar community in 1665 to form the Filles de Sainte-Geneviéve, named after 
Paris's patron saint. Marie was assisted by Hippolyte Féret, Vicar General of Paris, who 
composed these Constitutions, which were approved in 1674. Following an interesting historical 
introduction comes a chapter on the importance of an active, and not merely contemplative, life, 
and on the advantages of not being a cloistered community bound by religious vows. Composed 
of young women and widows, the Filles were to teach young girls, establish schools in the 
countryside, train schoolmistresses and caregivers, and assist the poor sick and injured both 
bodily and spiritually. The text provides details on the admission process, the daily timetable, 
record keeping, the sisters’ dress code, and on the nature of their manual work and their 
teaching. The final chapters deal with elections and various office holders, and with the Christian 
virtues required of the sisters, in particular charity towards others, with warnings against ‘books, 
paintings or images’ contrary to good morals and against hand gestures while talking. The six 
handsome devotional plates, by Henri Bonnart (1642-1711) and Nicolas Langlois (1640-1703), 
depict the Holy Family, the Annunciation, St Genevieve as a shepherdess, the Nativity, St 
Francois de Sales, and the Crucifixion. The only other recorded copies of this work are held at 
the BnF and BM Lyon 


9327914 


L’invocation et l'imitation des Saints Pour tous les jours de l'année. 
En deux parties, qui contiennent un Extrait de leurs vies : avec des 
Figures en tailles-douce, des Priéres, des Réfléxions, & des 
Maximes tirées de |’Ecriture Sainte 


[Giraud, (abbé)] 
: Leclerc, 
Sébastien 
(engr.) 


Paris : Girard 
Audran, Graveur 
ordinaire du Roy 


1686- 
1687 


4 vols in 16mo. pp. 13, (2), [1 blank], (182); pp. (ii), (190); pp. (ii), (184); (ii), (186). Bound in early 
18th-century gilt-ruled speckled calf with corner fleurons (rubbed, one crown chipped), spine and 
labels gilt, edges sprinkled red and blue. 370 text etchings by Sébastien Leclerc (38 x 47 mm.) 
printed on rectos with explanatory letterpress text above and below on the recto and filling the 
verso of each leaf. 10 loose etched leaves by Leclerc, including Saint Petronilla, inserted in their 
proper places (one in duplicate). Letterpress correction covering the verso of one leaf, 
contemporary signatures and shelf marks of Vaucheret. This spiritual almanac, which Préaud 
(Inventaire du fonds frangais: Sébastien Leclerc, Il, 1796-2174) considers to be “a whole world in 
a miniature,” pairs an exquisite etching of a scene from the life of each day’s saint with a short 
letterpress biography, a meditation and two prayers. The Resurrection, Ascension, Pentecost 
and the Holy Sacrament are similarly treated. Meaume (Sébastien Le Clerc et son ceuvre, vol. 1, 
pp. 171-73 & 365-67: 172) calls ‘t]he compositions of this lovely suite” “much superior to those of 
Callot, and the execution itself surpasses that of the master of Nancy.” First edition, early issue of 
Giraud’s only published work, also called “Les Saintes d’Audran” to distinguish it from the suite 
published later on by Gantrel. The present, likely unique set contains ten additional 
complementary leaves, introducing nine saints not included in the main series (St. Otto, 23 
March, in two examples). These loose leaves have an etched headline above and the date of the 
month on the right of the scene from the life of the saint of the same dimensions as the principal 
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suite. A contemporary hand has marked bis and the date of the saint's feast on each verso 
According to Meaume (p. 365), ‘[t]hese pieces marked bis are very rare and are not found in the 
editions.” In our set, the first volume’s title is dated 1686 and states the book is to be in two parts; 
the next three volumes have titles dated 1687 and are designated as parts two, three and four. 
This state was not previously recorded. Additionally, affixed to the front pastedown of volume | is 
a title page from a now lost edition with these etchings, in at least two parts, published in Paris by 
Desnos in 1772 


9239379 


Vida de la Venerable Madre Antonia de San Jacinto: Monja 
professa de velo negro, y hija de el Real, y Religiosissimo Convento 
de Santa Clara de Jesus de la Ciudad de Santiago de Queretaro. 
Contiene tres Libros: el primero de su vida: el segundo de sus 
virtudes: el tercero de su ultima enfermedad, Muerte, Entierro, y 
Anniversario. Dedicasse Al Br. D. Juan Cavallero, y Ocio Clerigo 
Presbytero, Comissario de Corte del Santo Tribunal de la 
Inquisicion, y de Cruzada en la Ciudad de Santiago de Queretaro, 
Patronde las Iglesias de N. Sefiora de Guadalupe, y Virgen del 
Carmen de dicha Ciudad. Por el P. Predicador Fr. Joseph Gomez 
Confessor de las Sefioras Religiosas, y hijo de la Santa Provincia 
de San Pedro, y San Pablo de Michoacan 


Gémez de la 
Parra, José 


Mexico City : en la 
Imprenta de 
Antverpia de los 
Herederos de la 
Viuda de 
Bernardo 
Calderé[n] 


1689 


Ato. ff. (14), 62. Bound in contemporary limp parchment, silk loop closures braided in colored 
thread and red glass bead catches (one loop broken, both beads present), remnants of a Dutch 
gilt embossed paper cover pasted under a later plain endleaf inside both boards, pattern No. 61 
by Munck. Title page printed within a border of typographical ornaments. Engraved arms of 
dedicatee, Juan Cavallero y Ocio, printed on the second leaf. First edition of the life of Antonia de 
San Jacinto (d. 11-20-1682), written by the Peruvian-born criollo theologian, José Gomez de la 
Parra, Antonia’s confessor, who preached in the Cathedral Church of Puebla and the city’s 
convents. Already during her lifetime, Antonia, who professed as a black-veiled nun in the Santa 
Clara de Jesus convent of Querétaro, was famous for her poverty, self-starvation, mortification of 
the flesh, visionary powers, obediency, and devotion to Christ. After her death, the local 
population started to attribute miraculous healing powers to pieces of her old habits. The solemn 
mass at the occasion of the first anniversary of her passing attracted a massive crowd and based 
on this success, Querétaro’s wealthy cleric Juan Cavallero y Ocio decided to print the sermon at 
his own expense to uplift the public and to encourage the already prospering cult of Sor Antonia. 
In 1686, her remains were moved to a more prominent place in the Santa Clara church. José 
Gomez de la Parra’s account not only shows Antonia as a nun flirting with heterodoxy, in the 
sense that she evaded the authority of the church, e.g. by becoming a spiritual teacher of her 
confessor and other clerics, male and female alike, and by formulating criticisms of the church 
and her fellow townspeople through her visions (E. Gunnarsdottir, “The Convent of Santa Clara, 
the Elite and Social Change in Eighteenth Century Querétaro” in Journal of Latin American 
Studies, 33 (2001), 2, pp. 257-90: 257: id., Mexican Karismata: The Baroque Vocation of 
Francisca de Los Angeles, 1674-1744. Lincoln, 2004, p. 30 ff.)). De la Parra’s 1732 history of the 
convent of the Carmelitas Descalzas de la Ciudad de la Puebla de los Angeles is also in the 
WOTB collection (Bib# 8901414). The printers of this work were the heirs of Paula de Benavides 
and her husband Bernardo Calderén, who had begun printing books and pamphlets in Mexico 
City in 1631. Widowed with six children, Benavides took over the business in 1641 and died in 
1684. She created a printing and bookselling dynasty that persisted for three generations after 
her death. Daughters, daughters-in-law, granddaughters, and great-granddaughters continued 
printing using her name (M. Ontiveros et al., (2006), "Paula de Benavides: impresora del siglo 
XVII. El inicio de un linaje." In: Contribuciones desde Coatepec, (2006), 10, pp.103-115) 
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9318905 


Corona di fiori poetici all'lllustrissima Signora Margherita Radini 
Todeschi, Mentre prende I’Abito Religioso ne! Monastero di S. Maria 
della Neve in Piacenza, Sotto la Regola di S. Benedetto, con li nomi 
di Donna Maria Margherita Caterina Dedicata dal Co. Giuseppe suo 
fratello All'lllustriss. Sig. Conte Paolo Todeschi suo zio 


Radini 
Todeschi, 
Giuseppe (ed.) 


Piacenza : nella 
Stampa Vesc. del 
Zambelli 


1698 


4to. pp. 68. In recent plain wrappers. First and only edition. The only other known copy is held at 
the Biblioteca Passerini-Landi in Piacenza. This extremely rare collection of sonnets, madrigals 
and odes celebrates the admission of Margherita Radini Todeschi (or Tedeschi) to the 
Benedictine monastery of Santa Maria della Neve in Piacenza, who took on the name Maria 
Margherita Caterina. The monastery of Santa Maria della Neve, first mentioned in a deed as 
early as 1233, was converted into a Benedictine monastery in 1390 by Leon Anguissola. The 
monastery was suppressed in 1810, underwent numerous transformations and currently is a 
satellite campus of the Polytechnic University of Milan. The present poetry collection, dedicated 
by Giuseppe, brother of the nun, to their uncle, Count Paolo Radini Todeschi, includes over fifty 
poems cleverly playing with the newly admitted nun’s names, the symbolism of her family crest 
(on the right, a pine tree held by an arm between four escallops, on the left, in the first and fourth 
quarter a comet and in the second and third waves), and the name of the monastery. Among the 
many contributors are poets from literary academies (Pinofilo, Lo Stabile fra gli Erranti, Ramindo 
Telamonio Pastore Arcade...), friends of the family, and members of the local nobility, such as 
Giacomo Cantelli, Arminio Nobili, Renato Fenici, Fiorenzo Ardenghi, Artemio Cimauri, Corrado 
Franchi, Oderico Norbani, Pirro Pietraserse, Fulvio Ricardi, Lucino Cardinori, Candido Cortesi, 
Celso Ammirati, Bartolomeo Pellizza, Tranquillo Beati, Sperillo Prova, Armando del Reno, Angelo 
Fortunati, Sigismondo Solinghi, Celio Bianchi, Felsino Riccavena, Giuseppe Maria Bolzoni, 
Giuseppe Guidazzoli, Silvio Fogliaverde, and Giacomo Antonio del Sole 


9318910 


Costituzioni delle RR. Monache Del Monistero di Santa Chiara del 
Luogo di Bra. Gia osservate manuscritte, e ora reviste, corrette, e 
date alle stampe d’ordine di Monsignor Arcivescovo di Torino 


Turin : Per Gio. 
Battista Zappata 
Stampatore 
Arcivescovale 


1700 


12mo. pp. (8), 127 [i.e. 163], (5). Bound in early nineteenth-century vellum over boards. 
Frontispiece with woodcut image of Saint Claire holding an open book in one hand and a crucifix 
in the other. Eighteenth-century manuscript annotation by a nun to bottom of frontispiece. First 
and only edition, apparently unrecorded, of the rules and constitutions of the monastery of Saint 
Clare in the town of Bra, in Piedmont. The monastery was founded in 1633 by Margherita 
Saracena and a group of devout women, who had been praying and living together at a house in 
Bra since 1629. Following the suppression of Italian monasteries ordered by Napoleon in 1802, 
the community of Clarisses moved back to a private house, where they continued living the 
monastic life until 1894, when they finally moved to a newly built monastery in the town, still in 
use today. The first part of the work covers, among various subjects, the vows of the order, 
cloistered life, acceptance of novices, clothing, the canonical hours, communion and confession, 
silence, care for the sick, the parlor, and access to the monastery. The second part deals with the 
different offices and roles within the monastery and their respective duties, from prioress, 
treasurer, porter, and nurse, to teacher, apothecary, baker, and those in charge of the wine cellar 
or of the underwear and bed linens cupboard. The book ends with a list of the names of all of the 
28 nuns who lived in the monastery at that time. Knowing that the book would be used by other 
novices and nuns after her, Sister Chiara Giuseppa Cardonat of Pinerolo, in Piedmont, left a 
message at the bottom of the frontispiece, requesting that future owners of this book pray to help 
her soul reach Heaven quicker: ‘Un requiem etternam (sic) per la povera anima penante di me 
Suor Chiara Giuseppa Cardonat di Pinerol usatemi questa carita.’ 
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9318911 | Settenario di Maria Santissima Madre nostra del Carmine. Marcelli, Perugia : Nella 1789 16mo. pp. 15, [1, blank]. Stitched in contemporary carta rustica. First and only edition of this 
Coll’aggiunta in fine di cinque Considerazioni per i Divoti della Anastasio Stamperia del seemingly unrecorded small handbook collecting prayers to Our Lady of Mount Carmel as well as 
Serafina di Amore Santa Maria Maddalena de Pazzi unite insieme Costantini to the Carmelite nun and mystic Saint Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi (1566-1607). The work was 
per maggior commodo de’ Divoti. Dedicate alla Nobil Donna la published on the occasion of the Festa della Madonna del Carmine in Perugia and dedicated to a 
Signora Maria Maddalena Connestabile ne Danzetti Priora della local noblewoman who acted as the ‘prioress’ of the celebrations. The Festa della Beata Vergine 
festa del Carmine Del corrente Anno Maria del Monte Carmelo, also known as Festa della Madonna del Carmine, is a traditional 
Marian festival held in Perugia dating back to 1251, the year of the alleged apparition of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary to Simon Stock, prior of the Carmelites, who also received the Brown 
Scapular from her. Similarly, in the festival in Perugia, at the end of a long procession, 
terminating at the church of San Simone del Carmine (nowadays at the more accessible church 
of Santa Maria Nuova), the devotees would receive the Brown Scapular from the Prior or 
Prioress. The ‘prioress’ of the festival, Maria Maddalena Conestabile (or Connestabile) was a 
member of one of the most prominent family of Perugia, also famous for having commissioned 
Raphael in 1502 to paint what is now known as the ‘Conestabile Madonna’ 
9318912 | Sacri applausi nella solenne vestizione della illustrissima signora Milan : Nella 1718 4to. pp. 36. Stitched in contemporary wrappers of brocade paper, with embossed floral motifs in 
Donna Gioanna Soncini nel Ven. Monistero della Purificazione detto Stampa di red on gold background. Title within woodcut typographic frame. Woodcut head- and tailpieces 


delle Veteri che prende il nome di Claudia Sirena sotto la protezione 
dell’Ecc[ellen]za Sua la Signora Marchesa Donna Claudia Erba 
Visconti 


Federico Bianchi 


throughout. First and only edition, unrecorded, of a series of poems celebrating the ordination of 
a novice in the Dominican monastery of Santa Maria delle Veteri in Milan, rather strikingly printed 
with the use of different type sizes and typographical omaments. Many of the 34 emblematic and 
symbolic sonnets cleverly play with the new name taken by the nun (Claudia Sirena), the name 
of her godmother (Claudia Erba Visconti), and the iconography of the nun’s family crest (Soncini) 
and that of the founder of the Dominican Order, Saint Dominic de Guzman, both incorporating 
star elements. The monastery of Santa Maria delle Veteri, also known as Santa Maria della 
Purificazione, was founded in 1232 by a community of Augustinian nuns, who started to follow 
the Dominican rule from 1265. Over the years, it incorporated various other communities from 
nearby small or decaying monasteries, such as the Humiliatae of Sant’Eustorgio in 1238, the 
nuns of the monastery of Santa Maria del Fonteggio in 1304, and those from San Domenico in 
Via Levata in 1576. Following Napoleon’s invasion of Italy, and the subsequent suppression of 
religious orders, the monastery was abandoned in 1799 and later destroyed 
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9318914 | Vita della venerabile serva del Signore Suor Colomba Trucazzani Taegio, Milan : Nella 1729/ | 2 works bound in one 8vo. pp. xv, [1, blank], 143, [1, blank]; 8. Bound in near contemporary calf, 
Milanese, seconda monica de! Monistero de S. Lazaro di Milano Ambrogio ; Stampa degli [1730] | boards within elaborate gilt frame, central gilt fleuron, spine decorated gilt, all edges gilt. Folded, 
dell’Ordine del Patriarca S. Domenico, Estratta fedelmente da un’ Bianchi, Eredi di Domenico loosely inserted eighteenth-century manuscript leaf with a series of spiritual contemplations, 
antico autentico Manoscritto del P.M.F. Ambroggio Taeggio suo Giovanni A. Bellagatta / [Milan] particularly on the subject of venial sins, most likely compiled by a nun. Later ownership 
Confessore, E nel presente modo ordinate dal P.M.F. Gifovjanni (Giovanni inscription of sister Maria Angelica Zanatta (‘Questo libro é di Maria Angelica Zanatta indegna 
Alberto Bianchi di Verona de Predicatori, Per commessione della Alberto) (ed.) / serva di Gest e di Maria’) to verso of front pastedown. First edition of the life of the blessed 
Molto Reverenda Madre Suor Giann’Antonia Modroni Monica nello [n.n.] Colomba da Truccazzano (d. 1517), bound with an unrecorded account of two graces obtained in 
stesso Monistero, e da lei consacrata all’Eminentiss., e 1730 thanks to her intercession. Only two other copies of the first work are known, one being 
Reverendiss. Signore Fra Vicenzo Lodovico Gotti del medesimo held at the Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Milan and the other at the University of Illinois 
Ordine, Cardinale di S. Chiesa [Bound with: ] Relazione distinta Di (listed as printed in 1720 and with 138 pages, but most likely miscatalogued, as the introductory 
due Grazie singolari, concedute da Dio per i meriti della venerabile letter in our copy, dated 1729, does not mention a previous edition). This hagiography was 
suor Colomba Trucazzani, seconda monica dell’insigne monistero di compiled by the Dominican Giovanni Alberto Bianchi (1680-1756) from a c.1519 manuscript 
S. Lazaro di Milano, Dell’Ordine del Patriarca S. Domenico written by her confessor, the Dominican Ambrogio Taegio (c.1461-1523), and commissioned by 

the Reverend Mother Sister Giann’Antonia Modroni, Mother Superior of the monastery of San 
Lazzaro in Milan. It recounts the life and mystical experiences of one of the founders of this 
monastery, Colomba da Truccazzano. The second work, seemingly unrecorded, includes 
accounts of two miraculous healings which occurred in Milan in 1730 through the intercession of 
the blessed Colomba, the first to Antonia Giacobona, a widow who had suddenly lost her sight, 
and the second to a nun of the monastery of San Lazzaro tormented by a growing mass in her 
throat that all doctors had deemed incurable. After the nun had prayed in front of an image of 
Colomba, she was soon healed. These accounts prove that, although Colomba was almost 
unknown to the wider public at that time, she had already been venerated among more restricted 
circles of nuns and parishioners, to the extent that votive images of her were being produced 

9318916 | Prendendo l’abito religioso Nel Nobilissimo Monastero di S. Lucca : Per 1740 4to. pp. xx. Bound in twentieth-century half cloth over boards. First and only edition, seemingly 
Domenico la Nobil Donna Signora Laura Parensi rime Giuseppe Salani, unrecorded, of a collection of sonnets celebrating the admission of Laura Parensi, a young 

e Vincenzo noblewoman from one of the most prominent families of Lucca, to the local monastery of San 
Giuntini Domenico. The sonnets included are by Simon-Francesco Boccella, Canon Giovan-Battista 


Cenami, Prior Paolino Nieri, lawyer Pietro Paolo di Poggio, Romano Garzoni, Lorenzo Maria 
Mansi, Fabio Marchini, and Abbot Domenico Felice Leonardi, among others. The San Domenico 
monastery was founded in 1502 by Sister Eufrasia Burlamacchi, a skilled miniaturist who, 
between 1502 and 1515, illuminated, among others, five choral books now preserved at the 
Archbishop Alemany Library at the Dominican University of California. The monastery maintained 
a strong artistic output throughout its history; by the eighteenth century the nuns, who by then 
were known as the ‘painter’ nuns, were particularly famous for the production of devotional 
statues made of ‘Stucco di Lucca’ 
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9318923 


La Guide des Supérieures, ou Avis a une Supérieure, Sur les 
moyens de se bien conduire dans la supériorité, & de bien conduire 
les autres. Par une Religieuse de ... 


[Fleuret, 
Elisabeth] 


Paris : Chez J.G. 
Mérigot le jeune, 
Libraire 


1786 


8vo. pp. xvi, 476, (1) [errata], (2) [privilege], (1) [blank]. Bound in contemporary calf, flat spine 
tooled in gilt with morocco lettering-piece. First edition of this guide to leadership in convents, by 
the French nun Elisabeth Fleuret (1721-1789), of the Congregation de Notre-Dame. Addressed 
to a newly elected Mother Superior, the advice deals with every aspect of the running of a 
monastery. Fleuret opens by giving a general account of the nature of superiority, emphasizes 
the importance of leading by example, and discusses the virtues and skills of a good superior. It 
is, she argues, vital that a superior is respected by her subordinates, and that her decision- 
making is transparent, fair, and consistent. Fleuret then turns to the minutiae of convent life, with 
advice on the training of novices, the theological virtues, the taking of confessions, reading and 
retreats, and the perils and merits of the parlor and those who visit them. Her general advice on 
management is universally applicable, and might explain the continued popularity of the work 
throughout the nineteenth century — other editions appeared from the 1820s until as late as 1890. 
Enclosed within this copy are two loose leaves, one a nineteenth-century printed ‘Recueil des 
indulgences’, and the other a manuscript novena to Our Lady of Lourdes, likely written very soon 
after the initial Marian apparition in 1858 based on the handwriting 


9318924 


Ristretto della regola del Terz’ordine francescano Rispetto 
all’osservabile da chiunque professando la medesima Regola, vive 
privatamente da se. Operetta D’un Ecclesiastico divoto de’ 
professori del detto Terz’Ordine, Nuovamente ristampato ad 
instanza dei Fratelli, e Sorelle d’esso Terz’Ordine canonicamente 
eretto nella Chiesa dei M. RR. PP. Conventuali di S. Francesco 
della Citta di Cuneo, coll’ aggiunta della Costituzione, Favori, e 
Privilegi concessi dal regnante Sommo Pontefice Benedetto XIV, a’ 
detti Terziari 


Cuneo : Presso 
Carlo Astri Stamp. 
e Libraro 
dell'lllustriss. Citta 


[ca. 
1755] 


12mo, pp. 95, (1) [blank], (4) inserted between pp. 90 and 91, a slightly smaller bifolium including 
a series of devotional acts in preparation for the Holy Communion. Bound in contemporary 
sheep, spine in compartments simply tooled in blind. One woodcut tailpiece and one woodcut 
illustration depicting the crucifixion. Seemingly unrecorded provincial printing of this summary of 
the rule for secular Franciscan tertiaries, a rule separate from that of the religious Franciscans 
and intended for men and women who wished to live a professed life, but in their own homes. 
The present volume presents the rule itself, followed by a comprehensive explanation designed 
to facilitate its observance by professed tertiaries by detailing the qualities required of the 
professed, the progress of formation, regular observances throughout the year, and the 
constitution of the order, which had been revised in 1755. A calendar of both male and female 
saints’ days with particular significance to Franciscans concludes the volume 
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9318927 


Constitutions du Monastere et Hospital du S. Esprit Dans la Ville de 
Lille, Renouvellées Par Ordre de Monseigneur I'Illustrissime et 
Reverendissime Evéque de Tournay, et Approuvées par Son 
Excellence, Au mois de Septembre 1735 


Lille : Chez Jean- 
Baptiste de 
Moitemont 


1736 


8vo. pp. (2), 96, (2); with blank leaves bound in at end. Bound in contemporary black morocco, 
spine in compartments lettered and decorated in gilt, gilt dentelle border to covers incorporating 
suns, gilt turn-ins and edges, gilt brocade endpapers with floral design, silk place marker. 
Woodcut arms to title, initial, head- and tailpiece. Ex libris of T. Froissart to front free endpaper. 
Very rare set of rules for the community of Augustinian nuns at the hospital of Saint-Esprit in Lille, 
in northern France, in a handsome contemporary binding, with one other known copy held at BM 
Lille. The Hépital du Saint-Esprit was founded in 1650 by Jéréme and Frangoise Segon as a 
hospital for the poor, its first statutes being provided by Frangois de Gand in 1666. A subsequent 
move of premises and the loss of a considerable portion of the founders’ assets necessitated this 
revision of the hospital’s statutes by the then bishop of Tournai, Franz Ernst von Salm- 
Reifferscheid. The 41 chapters provide a fascinating insight into the life and running of the 
hospital, beginning with a chapter on visitors, and threatening ‘fire and brimstone’ against any 
nun showing vindictiveness or hypocrisy. The text then discusses, i.a., the admission of 
confessors and doctors to the premises, obedience, chastity, poverty, humility, modesty, the 
monthly renewal of vows, silence, divine service, devotion to the Virgin Mary, confession and 
punishment, fasting, and the refectory. The daily timetable is also detailed, beginning at 4am, and 
incorporating divine service and prayer, care for the sick, work in the sewing room, recreation 
and reading, before bed at 8.45pm ‘at the latest.’ Both the nuns and the sick were expected to 
sew linen which could be sold to benefit the hospital. Each nun had her own cell in which she 
was permitted an image of St Augustine on paper or card. The sisters wore violet robes, white 
wool stockings, and black leather shoes. New recruits were to be able to read Latin and French, 
and the ‘rebellious, capricious, wild, flighty, sorrowful, or delicate’ would not be accepted. Novices 
were taught to sing, and would turn pages for readers in the refectory and care for the sick, the 
text promising that the more disgusting the task, the greater the spiritual reward. The 
Constitutions end with a discussion of the duties and qualities of the hospital's officers, from the 
cook to the librarian, the head nurses, and the lay sisters in charge of shopping 


9318918 


Sacra rituum congregatione E[minentissi]mo, & R[everendissi]mo D. 
Card. Belluga ponente Cremonen. Canonizationis B. Stephanze de 
Quinzanis Fundatricis Ven. Monasterii S. Pauli Oppidi Soncini 
Ordinis S. Dominici. Positio super dubio An sit signanda Commissio 
introductionis Causze in casu &c. 


[Quinzani, 
Stefana] 


Rome : Typis 
Reverendee 
Cameree 
Apostolicae 


1738 


Three parts in one folio volume. pp. (ii), 16, 114; 15, (1) blank; 34. Bound in contemporary 
vellum. Vellum tabs marking parts. Seemingly unrecorded collection of the documents relating to 
the beatification process for the fifteenth-century Dominican mystic Stefana Quinzani de 
Quinzanis (1457-1530), whose cultus was finally confirmed in December 1740 by Benedict XIV. 
Stefana Quinzani (also Stephana de Quinzanis) was born into a poor family in Brescia in 1457, 
after which her father became a Dominican tertiary. Stefana was to follow him in this path, joining 
the Third Order of Saint Dominic at the age of fifteen. Eventually, she moved to Soncino, where 
she founded the Dominican monastery of Saint Paul, of which she became the first prioress. She 
was a stigmatic, noted both as a mystical theologian, intensely devoted to St Thomas Aquinas, 
and as an exceptionally pious and self-denying woman, who, told of her magnificent hair, pulled it 
out by the roots. After her death in 1530, she quickly acquired a following, but it was only in the 
eighteenth century that a movement was made to beatify her. The present volume details the 
early stages of her beatification process, held under Cardinal Belluga of Cremona, describing her 
life, virtues, and signs of sanctity, with testimonies and counter-interrogations of 31 witnesses on 
her post-mortem miracles and cult. The volume presents both the arguments for beatification, 
supported by Joannes Franchelluccius, Patronus Causarum, and loannes Prunettus, 
Subpromotor Fidei, and the objections necessary for the process to be ratified. The Summarium 
super dubio including all the testimonies is signed in ink by Prunettus and further endorsed with 
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his paper and wax seal by Cardinal Carlo Maria Marini (1667-1747), Prefect of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites from 1726 to 1747 and, as such, in charge of all processes of canonization 


9318920 


La Vie de la Venerable Mere Susanne-Marie de Riants de Villerey, 
Religieuse de l’Ordre de la Visitation dans la Maison de |’Anticaille 
de Lyon 


[de Riants de 
Villerey, 
Suzanne] 


Lyon : Chez Pierre 
Valfray, Imprimeur 
ord. du Roy, de 
Monsigneur 
rArchevéque & du 
Clergé 


1726 


12mo. pp. (4), 189, (3). Bound in contemporary sheep, spine gilt in compartments with red 
morocco lettering-piece, edges sprinkled red. Book label of the ‘Abbaye de Pradines’ to front 
pastedown, occasional underlining in pencil. Scarce first edition of this biography of the 
Visitandine nun Suzanne de Riants de Villerey (1639-1724), with a handsome frontispiece 
portrait of her, dressed in her habit and holding a book. The anonymous biographer begins by 
charmingly describing Suzanne as a flower cultivated by God in the ‘garden of delights’ that is the 
Order of the Visitation of the Holy Mary. Born to noble parents at the chateau de la Brosse near 
Chartres, Suzanne showed an initial tendency toward vanity before entering the Visitandine 
convent in the Antiquaille quarter of Lyon at the tender age of eight, even making herself a little 
nun’s habit. While her family was opposed to her pursuing a religious life, she joined the Order in 
1655, resisting an offer of 30,000 livres from her parents to come home, and thwarting an attempt 
by her uncles to kidnap her. Suzanne’s devotion soon impressed her sisters and she was elected 
Mother Superior for the first time aged only 29, subsequently being reelected a further four times. 
The text gives numerous examples of her qualities as superior: her patience when faced with the 
wrath of a local priest who accused the nuns of stealing water from his well; her finding a spring 
and putting out a fire through prayer alone; her standing up to armed men who broke into the 
convent; her turning a jealous sister into a friend; her devotion to the sick, healing a nun’s ulcer, 
and caring for sisters with cancer and smallpox (catching the latter herself); and her kindness 
towards novices. She bore all her sufferings with courage and patience, and died, her biographer 
writes poetically, ‘as a fruit, arrived at its maturity, falls by its own weight, without a storm or hand 
detaching it from the tree that bore it.’ The text ends by expounding her virtues, including faith, 
love, prayer, humility, and charity. Although not mentioned here, it was during Suzanne's time as 
superior that the dungeons of the first martyrs of Lyon were discovered in the grounds of the 
convent, including that of Saint Pothinus, the first bishop of Lyon. She is also famous for her 
numerous visions of souls in purgatory 


9318935 


Regina Carmelitana 


[Scuola Grande 
dei Carmini] 


[Venice] : Si 
vende da 
Fran[ces]co 
Bagozzi aS. S. 
Filip[p]o e 
Giac[om]o 


[ca. 
1730] 


Single sheet copper engraving, folio, 21 x 29.5 cm (plate mark 17 x 23.5 cm), at some point 
folded in the middle. A remarkable piece of religious engraved ephemera, unrecorded, used as a 
membership certificate for a lay woman on her admission to the confraternity of the Scuola 
Grande dei Carmini in Venice. Founded in Venice in 1594 as a ‘Confraternita sive scola di laici 
sotto il nome della Gloriosa Vergine Maria del Monte Carmelo’ by the cloth merchant Bernardin 
Soardi, the Scuola dei Carmini, also known as the School of the Most Holy Habit of the Carmelite 
Madonna, was the last of such institutions to be recognized as ‘Grande’ by the Council of Ten in 
1767. Its foundation has strong ties with a congregation of lay women, the ‘Pizzocchere dei 
Carmini’, active in the area since the thirteenth century, who used to produce and wear scapulars 
as a sign of devotion to Our Lady of Mount Carmel. The School was the only one among the 
eight Venetian Scuole Grandi to admit both men and women. Strictly all lay people, its members 
came from a variety of backgrounds, including artisans and traders, and were admitted upon 
payment of an annual subscription, often proportionate to the wealth of the member. The purpose 
of the School was mainly charitable, including assistance to the poor and the sick, financial 
support for young women lacking a dowry, and solidarity among the members of the 
congregation. Suppressed by Napoleon's decree in 1807, the School was soon allowed to 
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reopen and continues its charitable work to this day. The engraving depicts Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, holding a rose in her right hand and cradling with her left arm the Christ child holding a 
scapular. The manuscript text added at the top certifies the admission of Orsetta Giacomazzi to 
the confraternity, and establishes a payment of four soldi per year toward the illumination of the 
altar. In return, she would benefit from the prayers sung each Monday for the souls of the 
brothers and sisters of the confratemity. Only a couple of single sheet engravings by Bagozzi are 
known, one of which is depicting St. John the Baptist, kept at the Biblioteca dell’Accademia di 
Belle Arti in Venice. However, no other example of the Regina Carmelitana is recorded 


9318938 | Componimenti poetici in occasione che veste l’abito di S. Benedetto | [Suman, Padua : Nella 1775 4to. pp. 28. Kept in later marbled wrappers. Woodcut vignette on title and woodcut initials 
nel venerando monistero di Santa Croce di Chiozza l’ammirabile Chiara] Stamperia throughout. A few manuscript corrections and marginal markings (on pp. 4, 9, 16, and 17, 
Donzelle Chiara Suman prendendo il nome di Maria Geltrude Conzatti possibly authorial). A seemingly unrecorded collection of verses printed to mark the clothing of 
one Chiara Suman at the Benedictine monastery of Santa Croce in Chioggia, south of Venice. 
Comprising a variety of anacreontics, elegies, and sonnets, including some in Latin and in 
Venetian dialect, the poems are dedicated not only to the candidate but also to her mother and 
other members of her family, the abbess, and the Bishop of Chioggia. They include a lengthy 
two-part anacreontic exploring the sentiments of Christ toward the newly clothed nun, and hers in 
return 
9297786 | Operetta molto divota composta da frate Hieronymo da Ferrara Savonarola, Firenze : [Gian 1508 Ato. ff. (26). Bound in modern half calf. With two Florentine woodcuts. The one on the first page 
dell’Ordine de Frati Predicatori sopra e dieci comandamenti di Dio: Girolamo Stephano di Carlo pictures a monk followed by another, speaking to some nuns who are standing before him on the 


diricta alla Madonna, 0 vero Badessa del Monasterio delle Murate 
di Firenze: nella quale si contiene la exanima de’ peccati d’ogni et 
qualunque peccatore: che é utile & perfecta Confessione 


da Pavia] 


right, while the one at the end shows the Crucifixion with Mary, St. John, and Magdalena. Third 
edition of this chronicle of the Santissima Annunziata delle Murate convent, commonly referred to 
as Le Murate, by a former critic. The first edition was issued by Morgiani in 1495-1496. Le Murate 
(‘the walled”) is arguably the best-known convent of the Florentine Renaissance. Beginning with 
its establishment as a Benedictine house for nuns in 1390, the community developed from a 
small group of devout women, living together in a house situated on the Rubaconte Bridge 
without supervision from church authorities, into the city’s largest and most prominent female 
religious institution, occupying a vast site on the Via Ghibellina. Le Murate’s chronicle spans from 
the fifteenth to the sixteenth century (1390-1598), coinciding with what is arguably the richest 
period of Florentine history. The convent's history is intertwined with the history of Florence and 
its influential families. The convent came to be identified as a pro-Medicean house, and the nuns 
were occasionally drawn into political conflicts. Religious and political reformer Fra’ Girolamo 
Savonarola (1452-1498) took every opportunity to connect Florence’s most powerful dynasty with 
what he perceived to be the city’s decadence. Although they were not addressed directly, 
associations with the Medici may have fueled Savonarola’s public reproaches of Le Murate, 
hurled from the cathedral pulpit in May 1495. The Dominican claimed that the nuns of Le Murate 
performed their needle and bookwork out of vanity; in their defense, the nuns argued that the 
funds produced by those arts were their sole source of financial support. Eventually, 
Savonarola’s opinion changed. He dedicated this treatise on the Ten Commandments to Abbess 
Caterina Ubaldini (1475-98) and praised her in the book's preface 
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9252715 | Oraculum Anachoreticum ; [Bound with:] Sylvee Sacree ; [Bound Le Clerc, Paris : Apud [ca. Four parts in an oblong 4to. volume (194 x 257 mm). Late 19th century purple roan, upper cover 
with:] Solitudo, sive vitee patrum eremicolarum ; [Bound with:] Jean ; Firens, loanem le Clerc 1606] with ‘ORACULUM’ stamped in gilt, spine and corners restored, spine faded. 4 engraved titles and 
Solitudo, sive vitee foeminarum anachoritarum Pierre (engr.) [Jean le Clerc] 105 plates in total, that is |: title + 24 plates, II: title + 28 plates by Pierre Firens, Isaac Briot and 

: Briot, Isaac van Boeckel: Ill: title + 29 plates, IV: title + 24 plates; all after Raphael and Jan Sadeler and 
(engr.) ; van Maerten de Vos; part I lightly soiled at foot with small title repair, plate 16 of part II with long paper 
Boeckel, tear repaired, plate 24 of part IV with paper tear repaired. A series of plates in four parts devoted 
Carel [van to hermits, contemplating in the wilderness, often with their dwellings in the background; the final 
Boeckel, part exclusively devoted to female hermits. The total plate count differs between the various 
Charles] issues, but the present suite has the largest number of plates. The plates are copies (in reverse) 
(engr.) ; van of those engraved by the Sadelers after de Vos, c. 1594, and published under the same titles. 
Haelbeeck, The set found here might well be deemed to be counterfeits of the Sadeler series but Jean Le 
Jan (engr.) ; Clerc has signed the majority of the plates ‘I. Le Clerc excud.,’ perhaps to give them legitimacy. 
Sadeler, They are the work of the engravers Charles van Boekel, Jan van Haelbeeck, and others who 
Raphael have signed some of the plates. The Sadeler/de Vos series was very popular around the turn of 
(engr.) ; the 17th century and was a response to the interest in early Christianity and religious solitude of 
Sadeler, Jan the time 

(engr.) 

9318898 | La Face encomii poetici dovuti nell’unirsi a Dio I’Illustrissima Signora | Salvi, Antonio; | Bologna: per li 1701 8vo. pp. 20 [A1 blank]. Stitched in contemporary plain pale yellow wrappers. Woodcut head- and 
Contessa Vittoria Bentivogli Prendendo I’Abito Religioso di Martelli, Pier J. | Peri tailpieces throughout. Seemingly unrecorded collection of verses celebrating the vows taken by 
Sant’Agostino Nel Nobilissimo Monistero di S. Monica in Firenze col | (Pier Jacopo) ; countess Vittoria Bentivogli and her admission to the Augustinian monastery of Santa Monica in 
nome di Suor Maria Vittoria Cassandra Teresa Fedele Colomba Pillade, Orreste Florence, under her new name of Sister Maria Vittoria Cassandra Teresa Fedele Colomba 
Accesa In Tributo d’Ossequio dovuto al merito Dell'lllustrissima ; Borgarani, Accesa. The verses by, among others, Antonio Salvi, Pier Jacopo Martelli, Orreste Pillade, 
Signora Candidata Tolomeo ; Neri, Tolomeo Borgarani, Ippolito Neri, Bernardino Colzi, and father Carlo Angelo Mazza, revolve 

Ippolito ; Colzi, around the symbolism of the new name adopted by the nun and her family’s coat of arms. 
Bernardino ; Interestingly, one of the poems refers to a journey undertaken by the novice before taking her 
Mazza, Carlo final vows, a last experience of freedom and lay life which had apparently strengthened her 

A. (Carlo resolution to take orders. Founded in 1442 by the Augustinian friar Francesco Antonio di Biagio 
Angelo) in a pre-existing building called the ‘Albergaccio,’ the monastery hosted a community of 


Augustinian nuns originally from the convent of Santa Monica in Castiglion Fiorentino, which had 
to be relocated to Florence on safety grounds during the war between the Florentine and 
Milanese militias. The construction of the church began in 1447, but was interrupted and 
resumed a few years later due to the interference of the friars of the Carmine church who 
opposed a new religious institution in their area of influence. The monastery was suppressed in 
1808 by the French government 
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9318908 


Les Constitutions de l’'Abbaie de St. Remy des Landes données 
L’an 1705 


Clairefontaine-en- 
Yvelines 


1705 


8vo. (18.5 x 12.5 cm) manuscript on paper. pp. (2), 125, (9 [table of contents, litany, prayers]), (8 
{blank]). Bound in contemporary calf, red morocco gilt-lettered spine label, board edges and turn- 
ins decorated in gilt, gilt and marbled edges, marbled endpapers. ‘Madame de Richelieu’ and 
‘Abbesse de St. Remy des Landes’ lettered in gilt to upper and lower covers respectively. Very 
neatly written in dark brown ink in a single hand, c. 25 lines per page, occasional corrections. 
Small oriental red ink ownership stamp to first and last pages of text and to p. 71. A manuscript 
compendium of rules for the Benedictine nuns of the Abbey of Saint-Rémy des Landes at 
Clairefontaine-en-Yvelines, just to the southwest of Paris, composed for the use of the abbess, 
‘Madame de Richelieu,’ toward the end of the reign of Louis XIV. The abbey was founded around 
1160 by Robert, bishop of Chartres, remaining at Clairefontaine for over 600 years, before 
moving to nearby Les Granges-le-Roi in 1770. This manuscript belonged to Marie-Marthe de 
Vignerot du Plessis-Richelieu (1658-1719), abbess until her death, a descendent of Cardinal 
Richelieu, and daughter of Jean-Baptiste Amador, governor of Le Havre. The 73 chapters, 
matching those of the rule of St. Benedict, provide a fascinating insight into the life of the abbey. 
The text begins by describing its buildings and security measures in some detail - especially 
interesting given that no physical remains of the abbey survive. Details of the nuns’ diet and 
mealtime rules are revealed as well. The text also discusses their duties and which manual labor 
was permitted. The sisters’ clothing is described at length, detailing materials, colors and 
measurements. Interestingly, the chapter on the election of the abbess notes that ‘at present, the 
abbeys of France no longer enjoy the right of election,’ with recommendations coming directly 
from the Sun King. No comparable manuscript is to be found on Calames or in the BnF, and no 
printed version of the manuscript is recorded 


9318895 


Ceremonial des religieuses de la trés-sainte Annonciade. Contenant 
la maniere de donner l’Entrée, I’Habit, et la Profession aux Filles. 
L’ordre que l'on doit tenir en I’Election de la Mere Prieure. Es visites 
des Superieurs. En |’Administration des Sts Sacremens aux 
Malades. Et aux obséques des Religieuses défuntes [Bound with :] 
Ceremonial des religieuses de la trés-sainte Annonciade. Contenant 
les processions du jour de la Purification de la bien-heureuse Vierge 
et du Dimanche des Rameax : Les ceremonies qui doivent estre 
observées €s trois derniers jours de la semaine sainte. Et les 
processions du jour de S. Marc et des Rogations 


Paris : Chez 
Frangois Gauthier, 
Imprimeur 


1730 


2 parts in an 8vo. vol. pp. 223, (1 [blank]); pp. 67, (5 [table of contents]). Bound in contemporary 
vellum, reusing an earlier manuscript for the covers (text visible on underside), edges sprinkled 
red. Woodcut vignette to both titles, woodcut initial and headpiece. Five small slipcovers with 
manuscript text pasted over original text on pp. 7 and 8 of first part. A few passages lightly 
crossed through in pencil. Besides two other copies (at the Radboud Universiteit Nijmegen and at 
the Bibliothéque cantonale jurassienne, with the latter solely containing the first part), this is the 
only recorded copy of a ceremonial for nuns of the Order of the Annunciation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, or Annonciades, following the first edition of 1651 (also rare). The Order was 
founded at Bourges in 1502 by Jeanne de France, daughter of Louis XI and first wife of Louis XI, 
who composed its first rule herself. The Ceremonial comprises instructions (printed in italics) and 
texts to be recited on various ceremonial occasions, beginning with the admission of novices, 
who were told to arrive with their parents ‘sans beaucoup de pompe.’ Then, the work deals with 
the profession of nuns, individually and in groups, followed by the admission of lay sisters, the 
election of the prioress, and the receiving of archbishops, bishops and ecclesiastical visitors. A 
considerable portion of the text is devoted to cases of serious illness and death: the prioress was 
to seek advice from doctors in cases of grave sickness; if death took longer than expected, the 
confessor was allowed to leave the convent, as long as he did not go too far away; post mortem 
the deceased was washed, dressed in their habit, and placed in a coffin with a crucifix and 
candle in their right hand, flowers, and a crown on their head. The second part covers 
processions for Candlemas, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the feast of St Mark, 
and Rogation days 
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9318921 | Explicagaé breve, accommodagaé laconica da santa regra do Talbot, Gabriel | Lisbon : Na 1744 4to, pp. (40), 280. In a magnificent contemporary Portuguese red morocco binding, covers richly 
grande patriarca, e Principe dos Patriarcas 0 glorioso Saé Bento ; Byrne, Officina de Miguel decorated with gilt borders, corner- and centerpieces incorporating floral tools, spine gilt in 
para as suas religiosas, e para todas as mais, que professarem Henrique Manescal da compartments lettered in one, gilt and gauffered edges, marbled endpapers. Woodcut initials and 
semelhante Regra, quanto aos votos substanciaes, e mais [Byrne, Henry] | Costa, Impressor headpieces. On the title verso is an armorial ink stamp of the Dukes of Lafées, likely Jodo Carlos 
Constituigdes, a que saé obrigadas, offerecida ao mesmo (ed.) do Santo Officio de Braganga, the second Duke, politician, military commander, and founder of the Lisbon 
prodigioso patriarcam e Admiravel Legislador Sad Bento por seu Academy of Sciences, which explains why the binding is so handsome. Scarce first edition of this 
author o padre mestre Gabriel Talbot, Qualificador do Santo Officio, exegesis of the Rule of St Benedict written for the Benedictine nuns of Porto. The text was 
e da Congregagaé do Oratorio da Cidade do Porto, E mandado composed by the Irish Oratorian and Porto resident Gabriel Talbot, and prepared for publication 
imprimir por Henrique Byrne, Primo do Author, morador na mesma by his cousin Henry Byrne. Finding the Benedictine rule for monks unsuitable and concerned 
Cidade about their duties and organization, the nuns of Porto approached Talbot to compose this ‘brief 
explanation’, which in essence amounts to a new female rule. With 73 chapters mirroring those of 
the Rule, the text covers, i.a., vows, the abbess, silence, humility, Divine Office, the dormitory, 
faults and punishments, the convent’s possessions, care for the sick, meals, manual labor, 
clothing, the admission of new members, and the prioress and porter. The volume ends with a 
subject index 
9252342 | Priére pour demander a Dieu le bon usage des Maladies [Pascal, Blaise] | Paris 1754 8vo. (157 x 105 mm). pp. (70). Bound in contemporary mottled calf, gilt edges (broken, 


defective). Calligraphic title, signed and dated by the scribe. Text in a neat italic script in dark 
brown ink, 14-15 lines, first lines of headings and initials in red ink (faded), thick and thin rule 
page borders throughout. A few additions or corrections. Following his youthful achievements in 
mathematics and physics, the author of the prayer, Blaise Pascal, turned his energies exclusively 
to philosophy and theology. He suffered from poor health throughout his short life, and died aged 
39 in 1662. This prayer for the right attitude toward illness was probably written in 1660. By then 
seriously ill, Pascal had begun rejecting the prescriptions of his doctors, affirming that “sickness 
is the natural state of the Christian.” The somber piece was first published posthumously, in 
Divers traitez de pieté, Cologne |i.e., Paris?], 1666. This manuscript copy of Pascal's prayer 
contains the signature of Jean de St. Haond on the title page and was given to a then 19-year-old 
female relative of the same name upon her entry into a convent. The 1759 inscription on the front 
flyleaf states: “Ce livre est a l’'usage de la Soeur Saint Haon [qui] est entrer [sic] aux [sic] Couvent 
pour etre religicuse le 6 mars mille sept cent cing quante neuf agée de dix neuf ans.” Jean de 
Saint Haond (or Sainthaond), likely from the upper Loire region with which his family name is 
associated and where a hamlet of that name remains, made this transcription of the prayer of 
Blaise Pascal, probably as a devoir or assignment for his father. In the three-page dedicatory 
epistle, the scribe writes of his filial duty and joy at being able to fulfill his father’s request. While 
the handwriting is neat, he did not yet master the spacing: many line endings run into or overlap 
the right-hand page border, and in seven instances words or word endings had to be inserted at 
the bottom of the page (in the position usually occupied by catchwords). Saint Haond added at 
the end a nine-page “Oraison universelle pour tout ce qui regarde le salut.” Five years later, 
Mlle., now Sister, Saint Haond came into possession of the manuscript upon taking her vows. 
She clearly lacked her brother’s education: assuming that the inscription to that effect is in her 
hand, her orthography and grammar were a bit shaky 
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9318896 


Rime per l’illustrissima signora Orsola Cabrini che veste l'abito di 
Sant'Agostino nell’illustre monistero de’ SS. Rocco, e Margherita 
assumendo il nome di Maria Regina dedicate al nobil signor 
Bernardo Cabrini di Bergamo 


Cucina, 
Giannantonio 
(ed.) 


Venice : [Nella 
stamperia di 
Antonio Zatta] 


1758 


Large 4to. pp. Ixviii. Bound in contemporary decorative block printed paper-covered boards. 
Woodcut decorative elements throughout, engraved emblematic vignette to title, large engraved 
headpiece vignette by B. Crivellari after G. Zompini to p. vii, one large engraved tailpiece to last 
page with indication of the printer. First and only edition, seemingly unrecorded, of a large 
collection of poems celebrating the admission of Orsola Cabrini to the monastery of Saints Rocco 
and Margherita in Venice with the name Maria Regina, including one poem by famous playwright 
Carlo Goldoni (1707-1793). The church and convent of Saints Rocco and Margherita, erected in 
1488, were named after the Confraternity of S. Rocco, which previously occupied an oratory on 
the same site, and the convent of S. Margherita of Torcello, from which the Cistercian nuns, who 
lived there, where supposed to move. In the end, the Cistercians decided against the move, 
having managed to restore their dilapidated monastery, and so the convent, which was built also 
with contributions from the Augustinian friars of Santo Stefano, was occupied by a community of 
nuns following the rule of St Augustine. The monastery was suppressed in 1806. Among works in 
this genre, this is perhaps one of the largest, most substantial, best printed, and most attractive 
publications. This collection of sonnets, songs, odes, and poems was published by one of the 
most prolific Venetian printers of the time, Antonio Zatta (fl. 1757-1797), in the characteristic 
elegant style of eighteenth-century Venetian book production. It was compiled by Giannantonio 
Cucina, with contributions by himself and other prominent figures, not only from the Veneto 
region but also from Pisa, Florence, Ferrara, and Serravalle, including Giovanni Boninsegna, 
Ferarico Ressico, Antonio Tirabosco, Nicoletto Piazzoni, Ranier Bernardino Fabri, Filippo della 
Pura, Basilio Piazioni, abbot Pompeo Tofani, Orazio Arrighi Landini, Giacomo Bortolluzzi, Pier- 
Antonio Novelli, Matteo Bordegato, Piergirolamo Pighetti, Giuseppe Maria Tessari, Luigi Billi and, 
above everyone else, Carlo Goldoni 


9219582 


Affetti di carité rappresentati Sul mistico Monte della Mirra In 
occasione della Solenne Vestizione della Nobile Signora Contessa 
Anna Periberti da Fabriano co’ nomi di Teresa Colomba Nella 
Venerabile Congregazione delle Signore Convittrici del Bambino 
Gest di Sanseverino Componimento per Musica a due voci 


Fabriano : nella 
Stamperia 
Episcopale, e 
Priorale presso i 
Sordini 


1759 


4to. pp. X, [2 blanks]. Contemporary turquoise luxurious silk binding with an embroidered border 
on each cover, original floral golden/red paper on pastedowns (light repairs at gutter), the lower 
board retaining one of the original silk ties. Large woodcut tailpiece at the end. Unrecorded work 
published at the occasion of Countess Anna Periberti, the aunt of the future Pope Leo XiIl, 
entering a female lay community devoted to the Christ Child and the Blessed Sacrament in San 
Severino. The music for this entrance ceremony was composed by “Sig. Giacomo Battistini 
Odorisi maestro di Cappella.” Despite this being mentioned at the verso of the title page, the 
work does not contain any music staves. The publication does not describe the dressing or 
haircutting of the future lay sister. This young noblewoman, now known as Sister Teresa 
Colomba, was likely a younger sibling of Countess Maria Luisa Periberti from Fabriano who 
married Count llario della Genga, a feudal landlord from Genga, in the Ancona province. One 
year after her sister joined the society, Maria Luisa gave birth to the future Pope Leo XII. The 
community of the Signore Convittrici del Bambino Gesu of San Severino in the Marche region 
which Countess Anna Periberti joined, was formally established in 1693 as one of the expansions 
of the Rome-based motherhouse. This community, which is now known as the Oblate Sisters of 
the Holy Child Jesus, sprung from the work of Mother Anna Moroni (1613-75), who, supported by 
her confessor, Cosimo Berlinsani, started of re-educating former prostitutes in 1650, and soon 
after established a catechism school for young girls which evolved into a boarding school. In 
1671, Moroni and 12 of her assistants, all former students of the school, founded a religious lay 
society which was formally established in 1672. Inspired by the Blessed Sacrament, members 
devoted their lives to serving the students of the school while being under the canonical status of 
a society of common life 
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9318861 


Raccolta di Varie Devozioni per ciascuna Religiosa per attendere 
alla perfezione 


Albergotti, 
Elena ; da 
Porto Maurizio, 
Leonardo 


Florence 


1773 


8vo. (10 x 16.5 cm) manuscript on paper. pp. (3), 122, (3). Bound in contemporary vellum, with 
brass clasps (one catch missing), lower portion of spine missing. Very neatly written collection of 
devotional texts and a further collection of small manuscripts compiled by a young Carmelite nun, 
Elena Albergotti, for her own personal use, in red and brown ink, and unrecorded printed pieces 
of ephemera loosely inserted. Albergotti was a member of a prominent family from Arezzo, in 
Tuscany. According to the Gazzetta Toscana (1771, tome VI, p. 170), she had been admitted to 
the Carmelite monastery of Santa Maria degli Angeli in Florence, also known as Santa Maria 
Maddalena de’ Pazzi, in 1771, together with her sister Luisa, having respectively assumed the 
names of sister Maria Maddalena and sister Anna Luisa. The manuscript opens with a series of 
prayers, acts of devotion, and instructions, to be recited or performed first thing in the morning, 
while washing oneself, while getting dressed, and throughout the day. This is followed by a series 
of instructions on how to listen to the Mass; the ‘Via sacra spianata, e illuminata composta dal 
padre Leonardo del Porto Maurizio’; the different novenae for the Assumption, All Saints’ Day, 
and Christmas; spiritual exercises inspired by the reading of the Gospels on specific Sundays; 
prayers in preparation for absolution; and the Stations of the Cross. Particularly interesting is the 
section comprising the ‘Way of the Cross simplified and explained’ by the Franciscan preacher 
and ascetic Leonardo da Porto Maurizio (1676-1751), with the ritual and prayers for the Via 
Crucis as codified by him. Leonardo was an immensely popular preacher, who set up stations of 
the cross throughout Italy, and was held in high esteem by worldly and spiritual leaders. The 
inclusion in this manuscript of some of his teachings is evidence of the great popularity enjoyed 
by Leonardo long before his beatification in 1796 and canonization in 1867. Loosely inserted are 
a series of additional manuscripts in the hand of Elena Albergotti, as well as printed material, 
including unrecorded printed ephemera. 

-  Asingle leaf (pp. 283-384), printed in red and black, from an unknown eighteenth- 
century devotional book, entitled ‘Absolutiones et benedictiones dicendae ante 
lectiones in officio novem, et trium lectionum’ 

- Two printed leaves containing respectively the life of St. Sabba Abate and St. Enrico 
Eremita, with related prayers; the first of the two with the manuscript marginal 
annotation ‘astenetevi dall’uva moscadella’ (‘abstain from [eating] moscatello grape’). 

- Printed bifolium entitled Atti delle virtu teologali e di contrizione. Da farsi per l’acquisto 
delle indulgenze Pontificie, confermate, ed ampliate dal Regnante Sommo Pontefice 
Benedetto XIV. Rome ; Florence : nella Stamperia Arcivescovile, 1656 [but 1756]. On 
the Acts of the Theological Virtues and of Contrition necessary for obtaining a plenary 
indulgence. A single copy of the same text printed as a broadside and with the same 
imprint (but with the correct date) is kept at the Biblioteca Centrale Nazionale in 
Florence; however, this issue in this particular format appears to be unrecorded. 

- Manuscript leaf ‘Modo d’ascoltare con frutto la S.ta Messa’, on how to best listen to 
the Holy Mass. 

- Manuscript leaf with notes on Leonardo di Porto Maurizio and his views on the Mass. 
Leonardo is here referred to as ‘Beato’, and therefore, the manuscript is likely from 
around 1796, the year of his beatification. 

- 8 pp. manuscript booklet, stitched, on the ‘Atti preparatori all’orazione’, or the 
preparatory acts for prayer. 

- Oblong manuscript paper strip with the motto ‘Tolle crucem, si vis auferre Corona’ and 
its Italian translation ‘Se vuoi la Corona, prendi la Croce’, within decorative frame. A 
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motto used by various Christian authors, including Tertullian, Paulinus, and Thomas a 
Kempis. 

-  Eighteenth-century unrecorded single leaf of prayers, printed on one side only, within 
decorative frame, ‘Orazioni che si possono recitare pit volte il giorno dai fedeli 
cristiani’, signed ‘L.D.P.G.’ 

-  Eighteenth-century unrecorded engraved paper label, with the first few verses of the 
‘Tibi Amor,’ the most important and poetic prayer by the Italian educator, mystic and 
poet Eleonora Ramirez di Montalvo (1602-1659), founder of the Congregation of the 
Ancille della Santissima Trinita. Text within octagonal decorated frame 


9252343 


[Suite of engraved prayer cards] 


Pasquier, Jean 
Jacques (engr.) 


Paris : chez 
Pasquier 


[ca. 
1780 - 
July 
1789] 


12mo. ff. 51, (2). Bound in contemporary calf, gold-tooled spine, lettered “Figure[s] de Pieté,” gilt 
edges, marbled endpapers. Engravings on both rectos and versos, Pasquier’s imprint at foot of 
every recto and on most versos. Plate 19 underinked. A stub following leaf 51, a couple of 
imprints and several foliation numbers cropped. Contemporary manuscript notes to f. 3, several 
inscriptions on front flyleaf (one rubbed out and another crossed out in ink); ownership 
inscriptions on front and rear flyleaves of Jean Louis Madé, student of the Jesuit Petit Séminaire 
of Agen, dated 27 July 1840. Seemingly unrecorded collection of small engraved prayer sheets 
or cards issued by the engraver and publisher J. J. Pasquier (ca. 1718-1785). Each leaf is 
illustrated with a different devotional engraving and an instructional text or prayer. On most rectos 
are a title and an illustration, often in medallion format and often with a decorative border, which 
precede the texts in a variety of scripts. Subjects include prayers to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph, to one’s guardian angel, to St. Denis and St. Genevieve, patron saints of 
France and Paris, the prayer “Pater de la Jardiniére,” and prayers for various occasions: before 
study, before the Sacrament, to ward off lightning, etc.; devotional exercises, including the acts of 
contrition, of faith and hope; instructions for saying the rosary and for obtaining various types of 
indulgences, and other brief devotional instructions. A few sheets contain dates in the mid-1780s. 
The two final unpaged leaves differ from the rest: the penultimate leaf, the only one that is not 
illustrated, contains a “Priére pour attirer la Bénédiction du Ciel sur Assemblée Nationale,” 
published in the summer of 1789: that body was seated only from June 17 to July 9 1789, after 
which it was renamed the Assemblée Legislative. The final leaf has a portrait of the deceased 
mendicant priest Benoit Joseph Labre (1746-1783); the text is headed “Maximes sur la vie 
pauvre et cachée.” Although Labre became the object of a quasi-cult in France on the eve of the 
Revolution, and popular images of him proliferated to such an extent that they were said to have 
numbered over 150,000, few of them have survived. The illustrations are designed to appeal 
through their sheer variety, of shape, subject presentation, and ornamentation. Rather than by 
Pasquier himself, they may have been produced by various engravers who worked for his shop. 
Similar in function to traditional prayer cards, but in a slightly larger format, these small agenda- 
format leaves were apparently usually sold one by one, no doubt by colporteurs, as inexpensive 
mnemonic devices for private devotion. The few that are preserved tend to be found within the 
covers of devotional albums or commonplace books, sometimes cut out around the borders, thus 
eliminating their imprints and inset. Collected prayer card volumes may have been marketed to 
the Jesuit colleges, which made up a large part of the clientele of Laurent Cars, in whose shop 
Pasquier had worked 
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9318901 


Per la solenne professione che fa nel venerabile monistero delle M. 


RR. MM. Agostiniane della Santissima Annunziata nella citta di 
Valenza li XIX Novembre l’anno MDCCLXXxXIl. La M. Reverenda 
Madre Suor Alba Regina Teresa Edwige Cagni essendo madrina 
Donna Teresa Cagni nata Salmazza di lei zia. Sonetti dedicati al 
merito singolare della suddetta degnissima madrina 


Cavalli, 
Francesco M. 
(Francesco 
Maria) 


Alessandria : nella 
Stamperia 
d'Ignazio 
Vimercati 
Stampatore 
dell'Illustrissima 
citta 


1782 


Folio broadside (c. 35 x 46 cm). Word ‘sonetti’ within elaborate woodcut cartouche, three 
woodcut initials and typographic elements. Unrecorded, provincially printed broadside celebrating 
the ordination of a novice into the Augustinian Order and her admission to the monastery of the 
Santissima Annunziata in Valenza. The sonnets by the cleric Francesco Maria Cavalli, cousin of 
the novice Alba Regina Teresa Edwige Cagni, play on the theme of marriage and in particular 
that of the novice marrying Christ (wedding dresses were in fact worn by novices during their 
investiture ceremony). They are respectively dedicated to Teresa Cagni (born Salmazza), aunt 
and godmother of the novice, and to the Reverend Mother Sister Angela Serafina Cagni, also 
aunt of the novice as well as her teacher in the same monastery. Broadsides like this one would 
have been posted outside the monastery on the day of the ordination, as well as given to 
members of the family of the nun as a memento of the ceremony. Usually printed in very small 
numbers, they are now extremely rare and often survive only in single copies. The monastery of 
the Santissima Annunziata in Valenza was founded between 1431 and 1441 by nuns of the 
Augustinian Order. During the siege of 1696, the monastery was almost completely destroyed by 
French troops and the nuns were forced to move to the hospital near Porta Po, where they 
remained until a new church was built, starting in July 1699. The convent was suppressed in 
1802, and the church is currently held by the Confraternity of S. Rocco. The basement of the 
building still hosts the sepulchral crypt of the cloistered nuns. The eighteenth-century burial cells 
all contain a step, as the nuns were buried sitting on it, held in that position by a wooden support 
placed under their mantle. As a sign of humility and in compliance with the rules of the Order, the 
tombs do not bear any names, but only the initials of the nun preceded by the letter ‘S’, for ‘Suor’; 
there are no dates of birth, but only the date of death, because this is the date that indicates their 
entry into eternity, therefore their true ‘birth’ 


9300756 


Sainte Thérése. Dessiné par M. Taillasson, Peintre du Roy, de 
Académie de Bordeaux, d'aprés son Tableau exposé au Salon du 
Louvre en 1785 


Demarteau, 
Gilles-Antoine 
[after 
Taillasson, 
Jean-Joseph] 


Paris : chez 
Demarteau 


1786 


Large folio [55 x 41.5 cm] plate, printed on thick paper. Engraved in the ‘crayon manner’ in two 
colors (black and red) with engraved caption; “No. 645” at lower right. Striking, large-format 
stipple engraving printed in two colors depicting the head of St. Teresa of Avila in a state of 
ecstasy, with one hand clutching her breast while experiencing what she called the “sweet pain” 
of penetration by an angel's fiery spear. The scale of the engraving is enormous, drawing the 
viewer's gaze directly into the eyes of the youthful, rosy-cheeked nun as she lifts her eyes 
towards the heavens. Teresa’s hand appears slightly awkward, a fault of either the engraver 
Demarteau or the original artist Taillasson. The Revue historique de Bordeaux (Jean-Louis 
Charles, “Un peintre blayais: Jean-Joseph Taillasson (1745-1809)”, XIV (1921), pp. 208-222) 
tells us that the Bordeaux painter Taillasson painted three such portraits in 1785: St. Antony, St. 
Teresa, and St. John of the Cross — all destined for the Carmelite nuns of Limoges. Gilles- 
Antoine Demarteau (1750-1802) continued to capitalize on the success of his uncle's ‘crayon 
manner’ technique by engraving reproductions such as the present piece, bringing it to market 
rather swiftly just a year after the painting’s salon exhibition at the Louvre in 1785. Demarteau’s 
engraving does not seem to have survived well; there are only copies at the Fonds Francais and 
the UB Leiden. However, the Getty holds a corresponding engraving of St. John of the Cross, 
dated 1788, with the following note: “see introductory remarks in IFF, de Leymarie./ "No. 664" 
appears at lower right, numbering which was retained in Gilles-Antoine Demarteau's 1788 
catalog of work by his uncle and himself, as well as in the 1896 catalog by de Leymarie.” 
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9221882 


Troiziesme Partie du Ceremonial Contenant la vesture et Profession 
des filles de choeur. [Part 2:] Ceremonial quatrieme partie contenant 
la fagon d’administrer les sacremens de confession comunion et 
extreme onction aux Malades, avec la forme de les visiter et 
consoler. Ensemble les funerailles des trespasez selon le manuel 
romain reformé et l'usage regulier 


[France, Senlis?] 


[ca. 
1670] 


Ato. (189 x 140 mm) manuscript on paper in two parts, with drop-titles. Ff. 49 with later pencil 
foliation 1-48, extra leaf adhered to verso of f. 43, containing first page of final section. Ff. 1-43 
written on rectos and versos (1 blank page) in dark brown ink in a very neat regular cursive, 
occasional deletions, corrections and insertions, including 53 lines of music for Gregorian chant 
in square notes on four-line staves, ff. 43v-48r with later additions in two hands, including two full 
pages of music, with one pasted-down correction slip. A few leaves have small stubs in 
foremargins for extra-long line endings, preserved by the binder. Bound in 18th-century dark 
brown French calf or sheep, spine gold-tooled in compartments, marbled endpapers, 2 front 
flyleaves, edges red-sprinkled. Watermarks: crowned shield with hunting horn, initials G M (?) at 
foot (not in Heawood or Gaudriault, the later leaves, ff. 44-48, with no visible mark). Provenance: 
contemporary inscription above title, A soeur marie seraphique en lannée ['73?]; 20th-century 
bookplate of the Comte Rochat de la Vallée, with shelf mark label. Manuscript by and for 
Augustinian nuns, containing granularly detailed descriptions of the ceremonies of entering the 
novitiate, taking the veil, and administering to sick and dying sisters of the convent. Intended 
perhaps for the convent library, this handbook provides a meticulous, step-by-step libretto, 
prescribing the participants’ movements and positions and the placement of ritual objects, 
transcribing all supplications, prayers, benedictions and chants, as well as the music itself, and 
indicating the contemporaneity of the oral elements of ritual with officiants’ gestures. For the 
second part, on sacraments administered to dying nuns, several alternate scenarios are 
provided, depending on the condition of the subject. Most such details would have been 
transmitted orally, but were rarely written down. Early printed constitutions and rules for female 
monastic communities usually include more schematic descriptions of ceremonies and rituals. 
The rule of St. Augustine is cited in two places, and a reference to the bishop of Senlis on f. 21r 
indicates that the manuscript was probably written by a nun from the convent of the Présentation 
in Senlis, founded ca. 1629, and attached to the Augustinian abbey of Saint-Victor. The convent 
was dedicated to the free education of young girls, presumably the daughters of impoverished 
nobility. The first part (or rather, the third, an earlier volume being lost) describes the successive 
ceremonies of the “vesture,” or reception into the novitiate, and, 11 months later, the profession 
or final taking the vows. From the girl's initial entrance into the convent, where she is received by 
the Mother Superior, to the adoption of her new name, to her final prayers after donning the 
wimple and habit, the ceremonies are described in painstaking detail, with much attention paid to 
the manipulation of props, when and where to stand, sit, kneel, and prostrate oneself, and the 
exact timing of calls and responses and prayers. The writer had some education: the French 
spelling and word spacing is erratic, but that was fairly common at the time; her Latin is correct. 
In the last paragraph, on the vesture of soeurs converses, or lay sisters who acted as the 
convent's servants, their illiteracy is a given: “for those who cannot write their names, they may 
mark the letters with the sign of the cross, and if they cannot read, the mistress will teach them 
the form of their profession” (27r). Later readers added occasional accent marks in pencil to the 
Latin prayers and chants as a pronunciation guide. The second (4th) part contains similarly 
detailed instructions for administering communion and extreme unction to dying members of the 
community. Again, a meticulous description of the ceremonial objects, oils and containers used is 
joined to a blow-by-blow account of the ceremonies prescribed under various circumstances. 
Sacraments are only to be given, it is repeatedly stressed, to those still conscious and in 
possession of their senses. Several pages are taken up with the long Profession of Faith, which 
can be read to the moribund nun. Short versions of the prayers are provided for those who are 
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dying fast. The manuscript ends on f. 43r and is followed by 18th-century additions: 2 pages of 
notes on “an abridged preparation for death” (a spiritual rather than ritual preparation), with a 
Latin prayer; two pages of chant, “A Matines Invitatoire”, with music; and a 5-page Cérémonial 
pour la Profession, which repeats parts of the earlier manuscript 


9318922 


[Manuscript collection of permission slips, receipts, and bills from 
the Dominican Monastery of Santi Domenico e Sisto in Rome] 


[Rome] 


[ca. 
1670s- 
1710s] 


Ca. ff. 103 of various sizes (from 4 cm x 20 cm to 20 cm x 27 cm), written in ink in a variety of 
hands (some double-sided). An extraordinary record of the day-to-day comings and goings at an 
important Roman monastery of Dominican nuns, this collection of permits, accounts, and lists 
gives a valuable insight into the interactions of the nuns of Santi Domenico e Sisto with the 
secular Roman community in the late 17th and early 18th centuries. The bulk of the collection 
consists of signed and dated chits giving permission for outsiders to enter the monastery (and 
sometimes even the cloister) to perform services to the nuns. Some of these are for one time 
only, some ‘for as long as is needed’ and some expressly renewing a permission. Among the 
visitors: bakers, manure suppliers, doctors, barbers to perform bloodletting, decorators to prepare 
the church for the August feasts of St Dominic and the Assumption, painters and framers to paint 
pictures for the church and to rehang existing ones, an organist and his assistant to tune and 
repair the organ, and tailors supplying habits and vestments, priests to hear extraordinary 
confessions, a silversmith to clean the silverware in the sacristy, and a chimney sweep. In 
addition to these permissions, there are a number of receipts and account sheets, detailing 
payments for masses, and provisions including limoncello, wine, guanciale and sausages, 
cheeses, candles, and more. There are also instances of the monastery reimbursing individual 
nuns for supplies they have paid for themselves; while the aristocracy of Rome seems to be well 
represented in the monastery, with nuns from, among others, the Chigi, Ruspoli, Colonna, and 
Borghese families, it is not clear to what extent vows of poverty were enforced, as does the 
mention of a nun’s maid. The Dominican presence in Rome dates back to the 1220s, when St. 
Dominic was charged with the establishment of a community at San Sisto on the Via Appia as 
part of a broader reform of the somewhat chaotic Roman convents. By the sixteenth century, 
however, the buildings, and their surrounding area, were becoming dangerously dilapidated, and 
a decision was made to move the community to the Largo Magnanapoli, with a new convent 
commencing construction in 1569. This was initially known as San Sisto Nuovo, then Santi 
Domenico e Sisto, and the nuns remained there until the nineteenth century, before an enforced 
move to Santa Maria del Rosario a Monte Mario, and the buildings now house the Dominican 
university, the Angelicum 
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9221923 


[Volume of devotional engravings with extensive commentary in 
French] 


Klauber, 
Johann S. 
(Johann 
Sebastian) 
(engr.) ; 
Klauber, 
Johann B. 
(Baptist) (engr.) 


[France?] 


[ca. 
1775] 


8vo. 71 engraved plates by the Klauber brothers, with ff. (68) of manuscript text, as follows: 56 
numbered plates from the Lauretanische Litaney (see below), with (57) text leaves, written on 
rectos and versos in brown ink in a clear 18th-century hand; 4 mounted engravings of 
emblematic Marian engravings; 11 engraved plates on the Life of St. Teresa, interleaved with 
French translations of the Latin captions on the versos; (6) blanks. Bound in contemporary 
French mottled sheep, flat spine gold-tooled in compartments with red goatskin lettering piece 
(Litanie de la Vierge), red edges, marbled endleaves (spine defective at foot, joints cracked). 
Censorship of Mary's breast causing small hole on pl. 13, pl. 18 with rubbing (deliberate?) 
affecting her face. (Trimmed by the binder, with loss of most plate numbers, several manuscript 
headings and line endings shaved, possible loss to a line of text on f. (3)r, show through and 
some staining to manuscript headlines from acidic ink.) An interesting manuscript containing an 
original unpublished interpretative commentary on a popular suite of emblematic engravings 
celebrating the many names and honorifics of the Virgin. The manuscript combines 
iconographical analysis and meditative prayer. The engravings were produced by Johann 
Sebastian (ca. 1700-1768) and Johann Baptist (1712-after 1787) Klauber of Augsburg, whose 
publishing house, founded in 1740, was one of the most prolific 18th-century sources of 
devotional prints and book illustrations for South Germany and even abroad. The two brothers 
worked in concert and signed their engravings as one (Klauber Cath. Sc. et exc. A.V. [Augustae 
Vindelicorum]). Among the Klaubers’ most successful works is this graphic Litany of Loreto, a 
series of 56 engravings created to illustrate Franz Xaver Dorn (or Dornn)’s Lauretanische 
Litaney, first published in Augsburg by Johann Baptist Burckhart in 1749. Dorn’s text consisted of 
a meditation on each of the Klauber engravings, and it was the images that conferred a long life 
on his work, with over a dozen more editions, including translations into French, Spanish, and 
English, illustrated with reprints or copies of the Klauber plates, appearing into the 19th century. 
These visually complex images, often in multiple compartments, include numerous typological 
references, and the scenes are set within or adomed with rocaille frames and ornaments, 
acanthus leaves, palmettes, shells, comucopias, etc. The Klauber firm operated on a quasi- 
industrial production scale: the engravings were produced on large sheets which were cut up, as 
is evident from the black lines visible along the edges of the plates in some copies. Their uneven 
aesthetic quality may be attributed to the use of several different artists for the drawings 
(unidentified in the engravings, although a few have been attributed to Gottfried Bernhard Géz: 
see P. Stoll, “Zweites Augsburger Rokoko: Die Lauretanische Litanei der Briider Klauber und ihre 
Rezeption in Frankreich” (2013, published online), p. 6). The idée maitresse for the suite had 
been supplied by the Augsburg Jesuit Ulrich Probst, who died in 1748. Probst’s role was alluded 
to by Dorn in his introduction, and although his name appears on the first plate (signed R.P. Udal 
Probst S. |. invenit), it has often been inattentively misattributed to the unrelated engraver Georg 
Balthasar Probst. Following the 1749 edition, a new set of plates was reengraved for the first 
Latin edition (Litaniae Lauretanae ad beatae Virginis) of 1750, and it is those copperplates which 
appear here (Stoll incorrectly states that the engravings of the 1749 and 1750 editions are the 
same). There is some variation in the engravings used in the various editions; in this manuscript 
the series follows the order of the 1771 edition almost exactly. But the Klaubers also sold these 
plates separately, as is evidenced by this manuscript and a few other known copies of the plates 
alone (see W. Augustyn, “Augsburger Buchillustration im 18. Jahrhundert,” in: Augsburger 
Buchdruck und Verlagswesen von den Anfangen bis zur Gegegenwart (1997), pp. 837, note 
221). The text opens with a two-page description of the many figures in the first engraving, which 
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symbolizes the entire Litany, and was used as the frontispiece in the printed editions. The writer 
seems not to have felt the need for a title, as there are no signs of subtracted leaves. Filled with 
irregular spellings but neatly written, the manuscript text is neither a translation nor a paraphrase 
of Dorn’s work, although it follows the same structure, the commentary of each engraving 
beginning with a description of the imagery on the rectos and ending with a prayer on the versos, 
the rectos and versos headed in large letters with respectively the engraving’s Latin title and its 
French translation. Our anonymous commentator holds far more closely to the image than Dorn’s 
meditative text, and provides more consistently detailed information on the iconography, 
including identification of peripheral figures, attributes, and the meanings of actions and gestures, 
and translations into French of the captions and the many Latin biblical citations which are 
integrated, often at bizarre angles, into the images. Following this principal section are four 
mounted plates of scenes from the life of the Virgin and related Old Testament scenes. The 
signature lines are cut away, but other copies of this short suite, which seems to be complete in 
four plates, bear the Klaubers’ signature. Concluding the album are 11 engravings (of 14?) from 
a series on the life of Teresa of Avila, the first of which, showing Teresa in front of a zodiac 
bearing two all-seeing eyes, is titled “Vita S.V. et M. Theresiae a Jesu Solis Zodiaco Parallela.” In 
this section, apparently unfinished, a second writer, possessing a very neat, small feminine hand, 
has provided on the facing leaves French translations of the Latin captions of each engraving, in 
precisely the positions in which the captions appear in the plates. This last part suggests that this 
volume could have belonged to a nun, possibly a Carmelite 


9377030 | Ursprung, Aufleben, Grofe, Herrschaft, Verfall und jetzige Zustande | von Biedenfeld, | Weimar : 1837- 3 volumes in 8vo. pp. XXX, 322; XX, 413 [= 414], (2); XX, 120, (4). Bound in contemporary 
Hl sammtlicher Monchs- und Klosterfrauenorden im Orient und Ferdinand Bernhard Friedrich | 1839 marbled boards. With 21 full-page hand-colored lithographs (including 2 frontispieces) and large 
Zz Occident. Nebst den illuminirten Abbildungen von 77 verschiedenen Vogt folding table. From the library of Duke Max in Bavaria (1808-1888), father of Empress Elizabeth 
3 geistlichen Orden und einer chronologisch-synchronistischen of Austria. With publisher's advertisement in supplement and second volume. First and only 


Tabelle der Entstehung von 481 Congregationen. Nach Urkunden 
un Originalquellen von Ferdinand Frhrn. Von Biedenfeld. In 2 
Banden. [Erster Band/ Zweiter Band/ Supplementheft] 


edition of an attractively illustrated history of monastic orders, both in the Orient and the 
Occident. The hand-colored plates juxtapose the monks and nuns of 77 different Roman Catholic 
and Greek Orthodox religious orders in their habits, making this work an interesting contribution 
to the history of costume. The proliferation of female monastic orders in the eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries very likely inspired the appearance of this publication, as ever more 
variegated color schemes and the incorporation of symbols and other accessories emerged to 
help distinguish the sisters of more recent foundations from earlier ones. The set also contains 
the often-lacking supplement, which was also published as part of Biedenfeld's ‘Geschichte und 
Verfassung aller geistlichen und bluhenden Ritterorden,’ a continuation of the present work 


299 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


9327911 | Virtudes de la V. M. Teresa de Jesus, Carmelita Descalza del Batista de Zaragoza : Por 1657 Ato. pp. (26), 270, (78). Contemporary-style binding by Brugalla, signed 1943, in calf, boards with 
Convento de Valladolid. En el siglo, Dofia Brianda de Acufia Vela. A | Lanuza, Miguel | lusepe Lanaja y [coloph | supralibros of Marqués del Saltillo, double gilt fillets, raised bands to spine with lettering piece, 
la Serenissima Sefiora Ana Margarita de S. loseph, Religiosa en el | ; Villafranco Lamarca, on] compartments and bands finely tooled in gilt, inner dentelle gilt, edges gilt. Engraved title page by 
Real Convento de la Encarnacio[n]. Por Don Miguel Batista de Malagon, Pedro | Impressor del Villafranca ‘Po de Villafranca sculptor Regius sculpsit Matriti, 1656’. Text within frame border. 
Lanuza, Cavallero de la Orden de Santiago, del Consejo de su (engr.) Reyno de Aragon Inscription on title page crossed in old ink. First edition of the first and most important biography 
Mag[estajd en el Sup[remisi]mo de Arago[n], y su Protonotario en y dela of the Carmelite nun Teresa de Jesus, born Dofia Brianda de Acufia Vela (1546-1630). When 
los Reynos desta Corona Universidad entering the Order, this noblewoman altered her name to that of the founder, Teresa of Jesus, a 
first. The nun’s father was appointed Viceroy of Navarra and left his daughter to the care of the 
Countess of Miranda. In 1603, she entered the Convento de Nuestra Sefiora de la Concepcion 
de Valladolid, frequented by the Kings of Spain, where served as novice mistress and prioress. 
The biography was commissioned to Lanuza by her nephews to prepare for a never realized 
beatification. Two other recorded copies of the work also contain the engraved title page by 
Villafranca, but one of those not include a letter of gratitude from Ana Margarita de San Joseph to 
Batista de Lanuza (4 pp.). Another copy at the Biblioteca Nacional de Espafia bears an engraved 
portrait of Santa Teresa, which is not present here and appears to be separately issued. This 
portrait was given to Lanuza by the Carmelites of Valladolid, where it accompanied a manuscript 
biography of Santa Teresa, written by another nun, Petronila de San Jose 
9328161 | Fasti Mariani cum divorum elogiis in singulos anni dies distributis. Brunner, Antwerp: Typis 1660 12mo. pp. (6), 640, (24). Contemporary vellum over boards (traces of ties). Added etched title 
Auctore R.P. Andrea Brunner e Societate lesu Editio novissima Andreas Henrici Aertssens page (dated 1659), woodcut title vignette of Mary and 12 almost full-page etchings with 


woodcut printer's device on last page. Small emblematic collection stamp on title page. New 
edition (1st: 1623) of this almanac of Marian feasts with eulogies for each day of the year. The 
work is illustrated with twelve etchings for each month in which paired male and female saints, 
identified in the etchings, appear on either side of a central emblem or emblems. The etched title 
page is decorated with an extraordinary image of the ouroboros used as a border circling an 
inner border of portraits of pairs of male and female secular and religious figures, surrounding a 
Madonna with sword within the sun. The text consists of biographies of the male and female 
saints depicted in the etchings along with feast dates. Andreas Brunner (1589-1650) was an 
Austrian Jesuit who had immersed himself in the study of antiquities and Bavarian history. He 
worked as a professor of ethics served as the university preacher at Dillingen and Freiburg 
Universities. Brunner's main work was the ‘Annales virtutis et Fortunae Boiorum,’ commissioned 
by Elector Maximilian 
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In Espada Aguda de Dolor que tuvo en su tierno corazon, y purissima | Vidal de Mexico City : por 1692 8vo. ff. (30), 239, (6). Contemporary vellum, spine lettered in ink, silk ties, small lack of vellum on 
process | alma atravesada todo el tiempo de su vida la mejor, y mas afligada | Figueroa, Jose | Dofia Maria de upper board. Manuscript inscription on front pastedown ‘del Sto Noviciado de las Carmelitas 
Madre por las excessivas penas de su Hijo Jesus, celebrada con Benavides, Viuda Descalsas del Convto de N P Sn Joseph’; purchased at Swann Galleries, Sale 2546, 2020. First 
festivos regocijos en el Cielo; a imitacion suva con especial, y tierna de luan de Ribera edition of a rare work on the suffering of the Virgin Mary, written by a Jesuit and printed by a 
devocion en la tierra, dedicala A la misma Sefiora dolorosa, y a los woman in Mexico, illustrated with a full-page engraved frontispiece (the only recorded copy 
Devotos todos de sus Dolores el P. loseph Vidal, Prefecto de su containing this image, calling for 2 additional leaves at the end headed "Bienaventurados los 
Congregacion fundada en el Colegio de S. Pedro, y S. Pablo de la misericordiosos"), portraying the Virgin in Heaven amid a group of angels. Vidal de Figueroa, a 
Compaiiia de lesus con Authoridad Apostolica very influential Jesuit in Mexico, was renowned for his sermons and was active in the 
organization of missionary work. He was also involved in the Spanish colonization of the Mariana 
Islands. Espada Aguda de Dolor may be considered one of the earlier efforts to promote the cult 
of the Virgin of Guadalupe. Vidal de Figueroa’s sermons published in 1661 were the first ever to 
be formally dedicated to her. J.L. Manzo (‘The Memory of Mary's Mission According to the 
‘Guadalupe Sermons of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries’, in: M.A. Beavis & A. 
Kateusz (eds.), Rediscovering the Marys: Maria, Mariamne, Miriam. London, Bloomsbury 
Publishing, 2020) presents Vidal de Figueroa’s work as part of an effort to invigorate the local 
Church ‘by the outline of historical experience and the theological doctrines evoked by the Virgen 
Morena (Dark Madonna)’ long before ‘Our Lady of Guadalupe found a more precise historical 
and theological reference in the Latin American Episcopal documents and in the Pontifical 
Magisterium.’ A second edition, Espada aguda, appeared in Madrid in 1725 
9318548 | Geistlicher Schild, gegen Geist- und leibliche Gefahrlichkeiten allzeit [Mainz] ; [17007] | 24mo. pp. (48); pp. (48); pp. (72). Bound in detached contemporary wooden scaleboards and in 
bey sich zu tragen. Derinn sehr kraftige Segen und Gebet, So [Germany] ; : a worm contemporary suede pouch with top flap, missing whatever mechanism would have 
Theils von Gott offenbaret, von der Kirchen und h. h. Vattern [Germany] [17007] | secured it to the metal catch sewn to the front of the pouch. Text block is a bit wobbly on its two 
gemacht, und von Urbano VIII. Rom. Pabst approbiret worden. Zum ; 1705 | cords, and detached from both boards, but the sewing has largely done its job to hold everything 


Trost aller Christglaubigen, sonderlich deren, so zu Wasser oder 
Land reisen, damit sie durch Kraft dieses bey sich tragenden 
Schilds, vor vielen Gefahren erhalten werden [Bound with:] Ein 
schoner und wol approbirter H. Segen zu Wasser und Land Wider 
alle seine Feinde so ihm begegnen auf allen seinen Wegen und 
Stegen [Bound with:] Geistliche Schild-Wacht, Darinnen Der 
Mensch ihm fur eine jegliche Stund, sowol des Tags als bey der 
Nacht einen besondern Patron aus den Heiligen Gottes 
auserwehlet. Welchen er mit einem Gebetlein anruffet, da er in der 
Stund seines Absterbens gleich ausstehen und wachen wolle, damit 
er nicht von den arglistigen Anfechtungen des bdsen Feindes 
Uberwunden werde 


together—except for leaf A12 in Schéner Segen, detached but present. Front board split 
vertically in two pieces; the rear board also a bit cracked, but strengthened by old paper that still 
covers most of the outer surface. Includes prayer and woodcut for St. Ursula. A small but potent 
book-as-amulet meant to protect travelers from witchcraft and sorcery, as the title of the first book 
Clearly indicates, and here in a leather pouch to facilitate that portable use. The three prayer texts 
are discrete publications, but this particular combination is not uncommonly found together. 
Sometimes ‘Andachtige Weis dem Amt der heiligen Mess’ and ‘Anhang Heiliger Segen zum 
Gebrauch frommer Christen’ were added. The marquee title, ‘Geistlicher Schild,’ first appeared in 
Mainz in 1613 and went through numerous editions through the nineteenth century. While the 
work has been attributed to Capuchin theologian Martin of Cochem (1630 or 1634-1712), the 
date of its first edition should render this impossible. Some of the prayers, however, are thought 
to be Capuchin work. It is also been considered a translation of a 16th-century Latin work, 
possibly a Clypeus spiritualis. As the imprint suggests, the ‘Schoner Segen’ probably first 
appeared in Prague, by 1674, and a nearly identical edition (issue?) of ‘Schild-Wacht’ in 1705 is 
recorded. ‘Schild-Wacht’ has an added illustrated title page, plus 24 rustic woodcut saint portraits 
throughout, augmenting protection prayers for each hour of the day. Citing Gérard Leser’s 
scholarship, Michel Krempper (Dictionnaire des légendes d’Alsace, Mulhousienne/Milhuser, 
2019, p. 28-30) notes that the ‘Geistlicher Schild’ was sold on the down-low by street peddlers. 
Popular belief maintained that the book's power stemmed from its being blessed (unwittingly) by 
priests during Mass. To avoid inadvertently doing so, the priest might run his hands over the altar 
to ensure no one had hidden a copy under the cloth. This behavior may sound extreme, but the 
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book’s power was not to be taken lightly. “The owner of this ‘grimoire’ was obligated to use it if he 
did not want the power of the book to turn against him. In addition, once used for harmful ends, 
the Bouclier spirituel [Geistlicher Schild] could never be used otherwise...And its owner had to 
pass it to someone else before his death, lest he should experience an especially long agony.” 
But the prayers were not limited to protection from sorcery. There is one for protection from the 
plague, for example 


9318544 


[Calligraphic devotional compendium of prayers and hymns, some 
to the Virgin and female saints] 


France 


[ca. 
1725, 
with 
later 
additio 
ns] 


Ato. (220 x 165 mm) pp. (26 [numbered 1-6, 9, 10, 13-30, i.e. wanting 2 leaves]). Bound in 
eighteenth- century calf over boards, traces of gilt border to boards, marbled front pastedown, 
later embossed metal medallion depicting the Virgin and Child with St John set into upper cover. 
Some wear to extremities and loss to corners, hinges untidily repaired; Dutch circular ink stamps 
to pastedowns. Neatly written manuscript on vellum in brown and red ink in three(?) hands, most 
pages within ruled border, 17 handsome 2-line gilt initials within squares decorated with colored 
flowers and other designs, 3 colored tail- pieces, 4 musical staves ruled in red with notes in 
brown ink. Fragmentary, devotional compendium of twenty-five prayers and hymns, 
accompanied by the Litany of Loreto, encompassing with attractive initials decorated with 
flowers, the eye of providence, and the dove of the Holy Spirit and tailpieces with intertwined 
flowers and a basket of fruit, and including some music. Several of the prayers relate to the Virgin 
Mary: collects associated with the four Marian antiphons Alma Redemptoris Mater, Ave Regina 
Caelorum, Regina Caeli, and Salve Regina; the Marian prayer Sub tuum praesidium; a prayer on 
the Immaculate Conception (‘Famulis tuis quaaesumus Domine’); and others for the intercession 
of the Virgin against plague (‘pestis inguinaria’), epidemic, and sudden death, and for her 
protection against adversity. Prayers to three female saints are also included, for the feasts of St. 
Anne, St. Cecilia and St. Catharine. In addition to those addressed to the Virgin, other prayers for 
protection included here are one for mental and bodily health (‘Concede nos familios tuos 
quaesumus domine deus perpetua mentis et corporis sanitate gaudere’) and another to St. 
Cornelius, the third-century Pope and martyr, patron saint of sufferers of earache and epilepsy. 
The inclusion of Cornelius is unusual and perhaps points to a link with the Abbey of St. Cornelius 
at Compiégne in northern France, although his cult was popular also in Brittany, Flanders, the 
Netherlands, and the Rhineland. The hymns included comprise Veni creator spiritus and Te 
Deum laudamus, and there are chants for sprinkling holy water before Mass (‘Ad aspersionem 
aquae benedictae’) 
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9300759 


Il S. Crocifisso di S. Paolo in Roma che parlo a S. Brigid [woodcut] / 
1575 Addi 7 Aprile fu copiata la seguente: Rivelazione fatta dalla 
bocca di Nostro Signore Gest Christo a santa Elisabetta, santa 
Brigida ed a santa Metilde [...] [incipit letterpress] 


Turin : Si vendono 
da Carlo Grosso 
libraio [woodcut] / 
Presso Carlo 
Grosso librajo 
[letterpress] 


[ca. 
1823] 


Broadside folio (41.3 x 31.3 cm), with a large woodcut occupying the left half of the sheet, and an 
oval woodcut (the Arma Christi) heading the letterpress text on the right side of the sheet. 
Unrecorded first and only edition of this separately issued broadside illustrating and describing a 
revelation made to Saint Bridget of Sweden (c. 1303-73) by a talking wooden crucifix located in 
the Roman church of San Paolo fuori le Mura. This undated item was published by Carlo Grosso, 
who was active in the 1820s and 1830s, but the text it reproduces is a (quite odd) plenary 
indulgence purported to have come from an intermediate document copied on 7 April 1575 
(perhaps related to the 1575 Jubilee, or perhaps associated with the Santuario della Beata 
Vergine Addolorata di Santa Brigida near Bergamo?). Saint Bridget's encounter with the San 
Paolo crucifix was a well-known part of her hagiography, but this exact text is seemingly not 
recorded in other sources, and it is unclear whether the present document represents a genuine 
second-hand survival of a now lost ‘revelation indulgence’ or might be a 19th-century pastiche or 
outright forgery. The large woodcut, like the text, is put in a somewhat nebulous timeframe, either 
charmingly crude or cunningly archaizing. The item dates from around the time of the fire that 
burned San Paolo fuori le Mura to the ground, on 15 July 1823, but it does not mention that 
event. The crucifix which spoke to St. Bridget miraculously survived the fire mostly intact, so it is 
possible that the broadside was designed to capitalize tacitly on the news of San Paolo's 
destruction. The text describes a revelation made to Saint Bridget of Sweden, who, accompanied 
by Saints Metilde and Anna, visited S. Paulo fuori le Mura to query the crucifix about details of 
Christ's Passion. Christ, looking down from the cross, obligingly answered them with a series of 
starkly numerological facts about the number of times he had been struck, had fallen, had been 
spat upon, the number of drops of blood he had shed, etc. Christ then said that he was granting a 
plenary indulgence to whomever recites the Pater Noster and Ave Maria seven times a day for 
fifteen years, which would guarantee the remission of sins, liberation from purgatory, protection 
from death during those fifteen years, advancement to heaven both for supplicants and for four 
generations of their ancestors, and a status equal to that of a martyr. The indulgence would also 
protect against demonic possession, violent death, and difficult pregnancy. There follows a mark 
- a series of typographic stars (****) - which is said to equal 1/20th the height of Christ as proven 
by reference to the relic of the True Cross in Constantinople. Something was lost in translation 
when Carlo Grosso printed this metric from his source, because the calculation performed 
against these broadside stars would make Christ barely three feet tall. It is stated that this 
revelation was approved by "Angelo Carlo Imperatore" (?) "when he was at war" and approved 
by the Inquisition at Barcelona, all of which is perplexing. The woodcut shows St. Bridget 
querying the San Paolo crucifix. Christ resembles the actual sculpture (knees together and to one 
side), except that here he stares forward triumphantly instead of bowing his head in suffering as 
he does in San Paolo. Today the San Paolo crucifix is an unadorned figure mounted to a simple 
wooden cross, but the crucifix depicted here is quite elaborate. The cross arms end in trefoils 
inhabited by the four evangelists and their symbolic figures and sits atop a foliate base with the 
skull of Adam at the bottom and leaves that support pedestals on which stand Mary Mother of 
God and Saint Elizabeth. The scene is lit by hanging lanterns, a field of stars in the background. 
These are not details recorded in early depictions of the San Paolo crucifix. Although today this 
broadside is unrecorded, it was known to the polemical anticlerical writer Aurelio Bianchi-Giovini 
(Le prediche domenicali, (1854) 2, p. 387; Storia dei papi da San Pietro a Pio 9. (1857) 8, pp. 79- 
80), who in two of his books cited and ridiculed it at length for its extravagant claims but did not 
investigate its historical origins 
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9252347 


La vie de la venerable mere Francoise Marguerite Patin, Religieuse 
de la Visitation Sainte Marie, Et premiere Superieure de Nostre D. 
de Charité, fondée a Caen. Par une Religieuse de ladite Charité 


[Patin, 
Francoise M. 
(Frangoise 
Marguerite)] 


Caen : chez Marin 
Yvon Imprimeur 
du Roy 


1670 


8vo. pp. (10), 200, (2). Bound in contemporary vellum, title inked to spine; small fault in vellum at 
head of lower cover. Woodcut vignette to title, initials and head-pieces; small loss to blank corner 
of L3, marginal marks to M3. Contemporary ink note to title, armorial bookplate of ‘A. le 
mareschal Beauvais’ to front pastedown. Rare first edition of this biography of the Visitandine 
nun Francoise Marguerite Patin, written by a sister of the convent of Notre-Dame de Charité at 
Caen, in northern France. Two other OCLC-recorded copies held at the BnF and BM Lyon. Born 
at Beauvais, Patin (1600-1668) spent time at the Ursuline convent in Amiens before joining the 
Order of the Visitation of Holy Mary, founded in 1610 by Frangois de Sales and Jeanne de 
Chantal as a congregation devoted to visiting the sick and poor. Following Patin’s novitiate with 
the Visitandines at Paris, she moved to Dol-de-Bretagne and then to Caen. In 1644 Jean Eudes, 
founder of the Eudists, invited her to become superior of a charitable house he had established 
for repentant prostitutes. Patin, with two other Visitation Sisters, took over the congregation, 
which became known as Notre-Dame de Charité de Caen, and which received papal recognition 
from Alexander VII in 1666. This biography, written by a close acquaintance, tells the story of 
Patin’s life, from her childhood, through her religious career, to her last illness, death and burial, 
throughout emphasizing her wisdom, industry, and piety. The final section extols her particular 
virtues (prayer, encouraging devotion in others, poverty, purity, humility, and abstinence) and is 
replete with anecdotes from her life. 


9210557 


Alma Domus, Urbs, Agerq[ue] Laureti, Miracula, ac iter e Nazareth 
in Italiam Picenumq[ue] 


Lauro, 
Giacomo 


(engr.) 


Rome 


1608 


Folio broadsheet (39.8 x 50.8 cm) centering on the legend of Our Lady of Loreto. Trimmed to 
neatline. Title along top margin slightly cropped. A rich and dark impression. Very rare engraved 
map depicting the area between Ancona, Recanati, and Loreto and its Basilica of the Holy 
House, including pilgrimage routes to Loreto. The title of this engraving by Giacomo Lauro (1561- 
ca. 1635) translates as “Benevolent House, City, and Territory of Loreto, the Miracles upon the 
Journey from Nazareth to the Picene District of Italy [Le Marche]”. At the top is an allegoric 
depiction of the Virgin Mary and the Christ Child. On the right are large cartouches with 
illustrations at the top and an inset map of the western Mediterranean at the bottom showing the 
route from Nazareth to Tersatto (Trsat, Croatia) and to Recananti. In between is a coat of arms of 
the Duchy of Urbino and a dedication to condottiero Federico da Montefeltro (1422-1482), who 
had visited Loreto as a pilgrim himself in 1475. See also bib number 9073964 
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9378644 


L’image de Vertu, demonstrant la perfection & saincte vie de la 
bienheurée vierge Marie, mere de Dieu, par les escriptures, tant de 
l'ancien que du nouveau testament. La seconde edition 
nouvellement reveue, corrigée, additionnée, & quotée sur la marge, 
par son autheur F. Pierre Doré, docteur en Theologie, de l’ordre des 
F. Prescheurs 


Doré, Pierre 


Paris : On les 
vend [...] par lean 
de Broully [Printed 
by René Avril for 
Jean de Broully] 


1549 


8vo. ff. (12), 333, (1). In nineteenth-century quarter sheep, marbled boards, spine decorated and 
lettered in gilt, red edges, marbled endpapers. Woodcut vignette of the Virgin Mary to title and 
colophon, woodcut initials. Early ink inscription to title ‘Ex libris Sororum Annuntiatarum 
Louaniensium’ in a sixteenth-century hand, occasional marginal notes in the same hand (slightly 
trimmed), nineteenth-century book label to front pastedown ‘Ex Bibliotheca Cong. SS. 
Redemptoris Trudonopoli.’ Rare enlarged second edition (first 1540) of this devotional work on 
the Virgin Mary by the Dominican theologian and controversialist Pierre Doré (c. 1500-1559). 
Doré was known as an outstanding preacher and served as royal confessor to Henri II. His works 
were held in high esteem for their originality, even if Rabelais ridiculed him for his occasionally 
far-fetched descriptions in the vernacular. The present work has fifty-five chapters on the life of 
Mary in the form of a rosary, covering, for example, Mary’s beauty (describing her as ‘as beautiful 
as light’), birth and lineage, the Annunciation, her betrothal to Joseph, the Visitation, the Nativity, 
the Adoration of the Magi, the Seven Sorrows, the Resurrection and Ascension, the Magnificat, 
her virginity and Assumption, and the Five Holy Wounds. This copy was formerly in the 
possession of the Sisters of the Annunciation of Louvain in Belgium, with several neat marginal 
annotations in Latin, apparently by a member of the convent. The notes refer to biblical 
passages, but also display a particular interest in the chapters on the Visitation and Magnificat. 
An enclosed community of contemplative nuns, the Order was founded in 1501 and a convent 
established at Louvain in 1530 


9381885 


Regra e Constituigdes que Professam as Freyras da Ordem do 
glorioso Patriarca sa6 Domingos; com o modo que nella se usa de 
deytar o habito, fazer profissao as Freyras, & capitulos. Tresladado 
tudo de latim por Margarida de sa6 Paulo, Freyra professa da 
mesma Ordem no Mosteyro de nossa Senhora da Annunciada da 
cidade de Lisboa 


de Sad Paulo, 
Margarida 


Lisbon : Por Pedro 
Crasbeeck 


1611 


Small 4to. ff. (8), 102, 1 [blank except for printed borders], including 38 pp. of musical notation. 
Bound in gilt-ruled nineteenth century cherry calf with gilt title and ornaments on spine. 
Rebacked, with remains of spine laid on. First few leaves of text worn, with a few letters 
supplemented in manuscript. Early ownership inscription on Adv of “Sor Quiteria Clara’; simple 
manuscript markings throughout the text, generally signifying the start of sentences (perhaps to 
aid in recitation?). Fourth recorded copy (the other ones at Newberry, lowa, and the Instituto do 
Ceara), and the sole edition of a collection of works by a Portuguese Dominican nun, celebrated 
in her time for her linguistic and musical dexterity. The present work contains some 38 pp. of 
hymns and chants intended to be performed during the initiation of novitiates and the taking of 
vows, alongside a translation of the Rules of the Dominican Order and a series of ten vernacular 
orations of Sor Margarida’s own composition, broadly following the Stations of the Cross. This is 
the only work of the nun known to have survived in print. Sor Margarida’s 9-page preface 
highlights the contemporary need for a vernacular (and musical) manual for nuns such as herself. 
She discusses her approach to translating, even going so far as to correct certain errors in the 
printed Latin Reglas. She also adds sections on the liturgies and music associated with the 
ceremonies of novitiates and professions. Following the main text of the rules — perhaps 
appearing here in Portuguese for the first time ever - Sor Margarida spend two pages noting the 
modern reforms of the Order begun in 1551. On ff. 89-102 she focuses on Mary’s own suffering 
during Christ's Passion. Margarida de Noronha (1549-1636) was born in Evora to a noble family. 
Contemporary sources (eg., Bibliotheca Lusitana, vol. Ill; Diario Portuguez, vol |; Lead, 
Descrip¢ao do Reino de Portugal, Ch. 90) are effusive in their praise of her intellect: she was 
fluent in Latin, French, Italian, and English, as well as being an accomplished painter and 
perfecting every musical instrument she tried her hand at. Although Margarida is known to have 
composed a handful of manuscript works, this was the only one printed 
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9381884 


Vida de la Venerable M. Mariana de S. Joseph Fundadora dela 
Recoleccion de las Monjas Augustinas, Priora del Real Convento de 
la Encarnacion. Hallada En unos papeles escritos de sumano. Sus 
virtudes Observadas por sus Hijas Dedicadas Al Rey Nuestro Sefior 
Publicalas De orden delas mismas Religiosas 


Mufios, Luis, de 
Noort, Juan 
[van Noordt, 
Jan] (engr.) 


Madrid : en la 
Imprenta Royal 


1645 


Folio. pp. (18), 461, (7), plus engraved title page and engraved portrait, both signed by Juan de 
Noort. Bound in contemporary sheep with remains of gilt titles and ornaments on rubbed and 
repaired spine. Contents sympathetically recased. Rare first edition of the life and writings of 
Madre Mariana de San José (1568-1638), printed as a luxurious folio at the Imprenta Royal, 
likely at the behest of the dedicatee, King Felipe IV. Inspired by her own meeting at the tender 
age of four with Teresa of Avila, Mariana went on to reform the Augustinian Recollects, founding 
— in the manner of Teresa — a handful of new convents during her lifetime. Perhaps setting a 
precedent for his son Felipe IV (who was famously addicted to the advice of Sor Maria de 
Agreda), Felipe Ill (d. 1621) and his wife frequently consulted with Madre Mariana, lending her 
and her efforts a certain prestige. However, Mariana’s guiding light seems to have been the 
example set by Teresa of Avila; she mentions reading the Libro de su Vida as well as the Camino 
de Perfeccion — probably both still circulating only in manuscript at the time of Mariana’s 
profession as a nun in 1586. Like Teresa, Mariana sought reform from practices which she found 
too lax; both nuns tended toward austerity as well as expressly ordering their reformed sisters to 
embrace a ‘contemplative’ life. Finally, the present work contains the first printed appearance of 
Mariana’s own vernacular commentary on the famously erotic Song of Songs, following in 
Teresa's footsteps. Mariana’s commentary ends at Chapter 3, verse 3, leading some to 
conjecture that she may have abandoned the project or destroyed the remainder for fear of 
reprisal; Teresa's Conceptos del Amor de Dios was not included in her collected works printed in 
1611, probably because the Spanish Inquisition had specifically forbidden vernacular exegeses 
of Scripture. The present work was written, according to Luis Mufioz, for the use of Recollect 
nuns, and bears a dedication to Felipe IV by Prioress Aldonza del Santissimo Sacramento. 
Books |-IIl are drawn from Mariana’s autobiography, while Book IV presents anecdotes 
preserved by the nuns of the Convent of the Incarnation. Books V contains Mariana’s 
commentary on the Song of Songs. The engraved title page by the Dutch painter Jan van Noordt 
(1587-1652) shows St. Augustine facing the Reformed foundress Mariana, who holds a copy of 
her Constitutions in her hand. The striking portrait depicts Mariana in the act of writing the same. 
This copy is bound after Revelationes SS. Virginum Hildegardis & Elizabethee Schoenaugiensis 
Ordinis S. Benedicti In Martyrologium Romanum relatorum ex antiquis Monumentis edit. Una 
cum variis Elogiis ipsius Ecclesiae & Doctorum Virorum by Hildegard von Bingen, Hildegard and 
Elisabeth von Schonau, Cologne, Ex Officina Bernardi Gualtheri Bibliopolze, 1628, pp. (8), 225, 
(7), containing a lengthy contemporary annotation on p. 205 
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9381884 


Vida de la Venerable M. Mariana de S. Joseph Fundadora dela 
Recoleccion de las Monjas Augustinas, Priora del Real Convento de 
la Encarnacion. Hallada En unos papeles escritos de sumano. Sus 
virtudes Observadas por sus Hijas Dedicadas Al Rey Nuestro Sefior 
Publicalas De orden delas mismas Religiosas 


Mufios, Luis, de 
Noort, Juan 
[van Noordt, 
Jan] (engr.) 


Madrid : en la 
Imprenta Royal 


1645 


Folio. pp. (18), 461, (7), plus engraved title page and engraved portrait, both signed by Juan de 
Noort. Bound in contemporary sheep with remains of gilt titles and ornaments on rubbed and 
repaired spine. Contents sympathetically recased. Rare first edition of the life and writings of 
Madre Mariana de San José (1568-1638), printed as a luxurious folio at the Imprenta Royal, 
likely at the behest of the dedicatee, King Felipe IV. Inspired by her own meeting at the tender 
age of four with Teresa of Avila, Mariana went on to reform the Augustinian Recollects, founding 
— in the manner of Teresa — a handful of new convents during her lifetime. Perhaps setting a 
precedent for his son Felipe IV (who was famously addicted to the advice of Sor Maria de 
Agreda), Felipe Ill (d. 1621) and his wife frequently consulted with Madre Mariana, lending her 
and her efforts a certain prestige. However, Mariana’s guiding light seems to have been the 
example set by Teresa of Avila; she mentions reading the Libro de su Vida as well as the Camino 
de Perfeccion — probably both still circulating only in manuscript at the time of Mariana’s 
profession as a nun in 1586. Like Teresa, Mariana sought reform from practices which she found 
too lax; both nuns tended toward austerity as well as expressly ordering their reformed sisters to 
embrace a ‘contemplative’ life. Finally, the present work contains the first printed appearance of 
Mariana’s own vernacular commentary on the famously erotic Song of Songs, following in 
Teresa's footsteps. Mariana’s commentary ends at Chapter 3, verse 3, leading some to 
conjecture that she may have abandoned the project or destroyed the remainder for fear of 
reprisal; Teresa’s Conceptos del Amor de Dios was not included in her collected works printed in 
1611, probably because the Spanish Inquisition had specifically forbidden vernacular exegeses 
of Scripture. The present work was written, according to Luis Mufioz, for the use of Recollect 
nuns, and bears a dedication to Felipe IV by Prioress Aldonza del Santissimo Sacramento. 
Books I-III are drawn from Mariana’s autobiography, while Book IV presents anecdotes 
preserved by the nuns of the Convent of the Incarnation. Books V contains Mariana’s 
commentary on the Song of Songs. The engraved title page by the Dutch painter Jan van Noordt 
(1587-1652) shows St. Augustine facing the Reformed foundress Mariana, who holds a copy of 
her Constitutions in her hand. The striking portrait depicts Mariana in the act of writing the same. 
This copy is bound after Revelationes SS. Virginum Hildegardis & Elizabethee Schoenaugiensis 
Ordinis S. Benedicti In Martyrologium Romanum relatorum ex antiquis Monumentis edit. Una 
cum variis Elogiis ipsius Ecclesiae & Doctorum Virorum by Hildegard von Bingen, Hildegard and 
Elisabeth von Schonau, Cologne, Ex Officina Bernardi Gualtheri Bibliopolze, 1628, pp. (8), 225, 
(7), containing a lengthy contemporary annotation on p. 205 
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9381890 | Motetes Celestiales, en Aforismos Mysticos para Verdadera de Boxados, Murcia: Impresso | 1650 Ato. ff. (46), 308 plus allegorical, often-lacking engraved frontispiece and engraved plate of the 
Instruccion de las Almas, Sacados de las Obras de la Divina Alexos ; de en la emprenta de Holy Sacrament, both signed by Juan de Noort. Rare sole edition of this remarkable offshoot of 
Cantora de las Misericordias del Sefior. Dotora, y Serafica Maestra, | Noort, Juan la viuda de Juan the Teresian tradition, adapting Teresa’s own mystical writings into even more mystical 
en la Catedra de la Teologia mystica de la oracion, y perfecion. [van Noordt, Fernandez de aphorisms. As a sign of just how accepted Teresa's brand of spirituality had become by the mid- 
Fenix Amante, y Singular restauradora de la primitiva observancia Jan] (engr.) Fuentes 17th century, Boxados himself was an apostolic inquisitor as well as the founder and patron of 
del florido Carmelo. Copia perfeta del zeloso espiritu del gran the ‘Convento de la Exaltacion del Santissimo Sacramento de Madres Capuchinas’ in Murcia. He 
Profeta, y Padre suyo Elias. Virgen Fundadora, y Madre states in the preface that “I wrote these mystical Aphorisms motivated by the reading of the 
Dichosissima en la fecundissima propagocion de toda la Obras of the great Spanish Mother Maestra, and Seraphic Doctor St. Teresa of Jesus, printed in 
Religiosissima Descalcez Carmelitana. Gloria de Nuestra Espafia, Antwerp in the year 1630...”. Boxados warms his reader up with a series of 83 ‘aforismos 
la Gran Teresa de Jesus. Escrivelos el Dotor Don Alexos de panegyricos’ in honor of Teresa, before launching into the main body of the text: 2,624 mystical 
Boxados, y de Llull, Inquisidor Apostolico de la Ciudad, y Reyno de aphorisms directly corresponding to the chapters in her Obras. In the ruled margins, entire 
Murcia, y su distrito, Canonigo de la santa Iglesia de Barcelona, quotations from the Obras are sometimes printed, replete with page numbers. Most of Boxados’ 
Fundador, y Patron del Convento de la Exaltacion del Santissimo work was completed during the year 1647, when a great plague struck the Iberian Peninsula. 
Sacramento de Madres Capuchinas de la Ciudad de Murcia. Motivated in part by fear of his own mortality, and an unwillingness to flee his city, Boxados 
Consagralos al Omnipotentissimo Sefior Sacramentado, Finissimo seems to have devoted himself instead to digesting his 1630 Antwerp edition of Teresa's Obras. 
Amante de las almas Christo nuestro bien, en su Exaltacion The engraved frontispiece depicts a winged Teresa as the “Serafica maestra de la theologia 

mistica de la yglesia de Dios”; her Camino de Perfeccion is an eagle; ‘Las Fundaciones'’ is a bull; 
and above these we find both male and female members of the Discalced Carmelite 
congregations in Spain and Italy, surrounded by the names of all of the popes between Teresa’s 
lifetime and the book's publication 

9381883 | La Religieuse Malgré Elle, Histoire Galante, Morale et Tragique. B**. de B™* Amsterdam [i.e. 1720 8vo. pp. (2), XIV, 290, [1 integral blank]. Bound in contemporary sheep with gilt ornaments and 
Dédiée a Moseigneur le Prince Eugene de Savoie. Par Mr. B**. de [Brunet de Paris] : Chez title on spine. Very rare first edition of this ‘radical criticism of [female] monasticism’ in literary 
B* Brou?] Claude Jordan, form, following the adventures of Florence as she is forced as a child to enter an early modern 


Marchand Libraire 


French convent upon the birth of her brother, but ultimately converts to Protestantism in order to 
marry her lover, with a few unsuccessful escape attempts, romances and episodes of cross- 
dressing along the way. Once seen as a desirable destination for young, unmarried women as 
well as a center of learning, the anti-clericalism of the French Enlightenment painted the convent 
as a den of corruption, forcibly confining young girls against their will. (See B. Woshinsky, 
Imagining Women's Conventual Spaces in France, 1600-1800: The Cloister Disclosed, Farnham 
& Burlington, 2010, pp. pp 232-4). Published in 1720 and again in 1740, the present work is a 
notably early precursor to Diderot's celebrated La Religieuse (1792), which described the 
dissatisfaction of the nun Suzanne with her own convent life 
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9381891 


Vida de la Venerable Madre Sor Beatriz Ana Ruiz, Mantelata 
Professa de la Orden de N. G. P. S. Agustin. Y Doctrinas, 0 Mistica 
Simbolico-Practica, que le reveld el Sefior, como Farol preciso en 
estos tiempos, para entrar, y correr los caminos de la christiana 
obligacion, y devocion, sin tropezar en la ilusoria quietud de 
Molinistas, y falsos Alumbrados; con el bien regulado uso de 
sentidos, y potencias, humanado con amenissima sensibilizacion, 
que le hace perceptible; y util, y dulcemente practicable. 
Reflexionadas por el R. P. M. Fr. Thomas Perez, de la misma 
Orden, Maestro en Artes, Doctor en Sagrada Theologia en la 
Universidad de Valencia, y Regente de Estudios que fue en los 
Conventos de N. P. S. Agustin, Nuestra Sefiora del Socorro, y 
Colegio de San Fulgencio. Consagrase al Il[ustrisiJmo y 
R[everendisi]mo S[efo]r Don Andres Mayoral, y Carranza, Antes 
Obispo de Ceuta, dignissimo Arzobispo de Valencia, del Consejo de 
su Magestad, Sefior de la Villa de Puzol, &c 


Perez, Thomas 


Valencia : En la 
Oficina de 
Pasqual Garcia 


1744 


Large 4to. pp. (36), 686, including engraved portrait. Bound in contemporary gilt-tooled calf with 
gilt title label on spine, all edges stained red. Worming to upper corner of the final 30 pp, mainly 
affecting index but with loss of a few letters. Trimmed a little closely on lower edge at the time of 
binding, resulting in partial loss of the imprint. Rare sole edition, and the first appearance in print, 
of the ‘writings’ of Beatriz Ana Ruiz (1666-1735), an illiterate, uncloistered mystic whose religious 
career began only in her later years. “When this impoverished washerwoman first claimed that 
her body was the site of a fierce struggle between God and the devil, her neighbors considered 
her to be simpleminded or mad. But Ruiz eventually won the admiration and support of local 
clerics.” (Weber, Approaches to Teaching Teresa of Avila and the Spanish Mystics, p. 139). The 
engraved portrait of Ruiz depicts an aged nun in pious reflection before an altar; but the viewer's 
eye is immediately drawn to the spectacle in the background, where Sor Beatriz is writhing on the 
ground, beaten by two stick-wielding demons. From her mouth issue the words of God to Satan 
in Job II.6: “Ecce in manu tua est Verum tamen Animam illius serva” [Behold, he is in your hand, 
but save his soul]. Ruiz earns an entry in ‘The Feminist Encyclopedia of Spanish Literature’ (M. 
Salgado, v. Il, p. 527), which summarizes her unconventional life: “a member of the Tertiary [i.e. 
uncloistered] Order of St. Augustine, Beatriz Ana Ruiz... married Pedro Celdran at age 14. 
Following his early death, she married a second husband, a jealous and abusive man who left 
her widowed by age 33, with four children to care for. She was a visionary who claimed to have 
been present in spirit at the Battle of Almansa, where she helped the forces of Philip V. 
Desperately poor, she led an exemplary life but was nonetheless vilified and persecuted by her 
fellow villagers, who accused her of carrying on an illicit affair with Miguel Pujalte, the mayor's 
secretary. Pujalte helped her and recorded many pages of religious visions dictated to him by the 
illiterate Beatriz... Many of Beatriz’s doctrines and revelations became part of her biography, 
written in first draft by Pujalte and completed by Father Thomas Pérez.” Following her Vida, 
pages 275-668 transcribe her visions, along with her own allegorical or mystical interpretations of 
the same. “Beatriz’s texts consist of a series of doctrines or revelations, written to save souls, to 
correct vices, and to stimulate virtues. Her intelligence and her direct, simple, frequently elegant 
style have surprised critics, who have suggested that her writings were improved by Miguel 
Pujalte...” (Salgado). Throughout her Vida, we find a handful of Ruiz’s own poems, some also 
“compuestos en sus raptos”. Finally, at least one modern commentator points out that the 
popular cultus of Ruiz was co-opted by her male biographer to validate mystical experiences 
within Catholic orthodoxy, even by uneducated women, and, at the same time, to demonstrate 
the heresy of the ‘Molinists’ (L. Corteguerra, “The Making of a Visionary Woman: The Life of 
Beatriz Ana Ruiz, 1666-1735” in M. Vicente & L. Corteguerra, Women, Texts and Authority in the 
Early Modern Spanish World (2003), p. 172) 
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9381886 


Dissertazione intorno La Riforma degli abusi introdotti ne’ Munisterii 
delle Monache per le Doti e per le spese che vogliono dale Donzelle 
che ne veston l'abito. Scritta Di ordine, degli Eccellentissimi Signori 
Eletti di questa Fedelissima Citta con loro Conclusione de’ 15. 
Febrajo 1744. Dal Cavaliere D. Francesco Vargas Macciucca 


Vargas 
Macciucca, 
Francesco 


Naples 


1745 


4to. pp. (8) including initial blank, CLXVI, (2). Bound in contemporary stiff vellum with gilt title 
label on spine. Engraved arms on title page. Armorial bookplate on pastedown of Giovanni 
Domenico Berio (Naples, d. 1791), Marchese di Salza, who gave the work to his son Francesco 
Maria Berio (1765-1820). After Francesco’s death, the library was shipped to England and sold to 
John William Ward, 3rd Viscount Dudley and Ward, whose armorial bookplate is on rear 
pastedown, with the motto ‘Comme je fus’. Rare first edition of this broadsided attack on the 
lucrative financial practices of contemporary Neapolitan convents (singled out over monasteries). 
Francesco Vargas Macciucca (1699-1785) was a tireless crusader against the privileges of the 
monastic orders, and it is perhaps telling that the present work appeared without the name of the 
printer, nor with any licenses or ecclesiastical approbations. In his Dissertation on the Reform of 
Abuses introduced into the Convents of Nuns, Macciucca takes issue with the “advance payment 
of the dowry, the expenses incurred for the feast of [a nun’s] profession, the payment of her 
annuity, all the way up to the custom of retaining the dowry of a nun after her death. Through the 
writings of the anti-clericalists, a portrait took shape of a [typical] nun without vocation, scion of 
noble families, who from the moment of her entry into the convent managed to create conditions 
of a cloistered lifestyle modelled on envy and inevitable rivalries with her fellow nuns, neglecting 
the duties connected to the monastic state...” (Galasso & Valerio, eds., Donne e Religione a 
Napoli: Secoli XVI-XVIII, Milan, 2001, p. 146). Macciucca traces back the origin of these abuses 
and details their history from the 6th century onwards, all the way through to a Bull of Innocent X 
in 1646. As late as 1742, a Bull of Benedict XIV had exhorted monasteries to support themselves 
through their existing reserves, and Macciucca denounces the continued fees and charges as 
‘simony’. For him, convents are contributing to the impoverishment of everyday citizens while 
adding to the ‘immunities and privileges’ of the ecclesiastical establishment. Such anti-clericalism 
seems to have enjoyed widespread support in 18th century Naples, and Massiucca went on to 
publish further works in a similar vein as well as securing a government post 


9378636 


Gewisse wahrhafte rechte Lang und Dicke unser lieben Frauen, und 
der Ubergebenedeyten Himmels-Konigin Maria, welche heilige Lang 
zwar aus seidenen Banden denen Pilgramen, welche das heilige 
Haus zu Loreto besuchen, mitgetheilet worden 


Cologne 


1746 


Letterpress printed folding narrow strip of paper, stitched together out of six parts, measuring 60 
x 1980 mm, printed within decorative border with religious woodcut at the beginning. A curious 
example of a ‘Holy length’, a manifestation of popular piety. ‘Holy Lengths’ were intended to 
create a tangible reference to Christ, the Virgin Mary or some saints by pretending to depict their 
real body size or that of individual body parts such as the arm or foot. In the 18th and 19th 
centuries these were a popular means of protection against all the dangers of life. They were 
based on the popular view that one could represent a savior or a revered object by specifying its 
exact size. If you owned a strip of paper or cloth the size of a certain person or object, you also 
benefited from its healing power. This ‘Holy Length’ or ‘Sacred Dimension’ represents the height 
and presumably waist measurements Mary, adding up to over 2 yards. The measurements were 
apparently taken at the Marian shrine in Loreto, Italy, where the Blessed Virgin Mary is believed 
by some Catholics to have lived. Any person who carried this Holy Length of Mary with him or her 
was protected from storm, thunder and lightning which are made through witchcraft. This ‘Holy 
length’ was also particularly directed at protecting women through pregnancy and childbirth 
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9381881 | Idea de la Perfecta Religiosa en la Vida de la Ven. Madre Sor Vela, Joseph ; Valencia : En la 1750 Folio. pp. (36), 428, plus engraved plate. Bound in contemporary limp vellum with calligraphed 
Josepha Maria Garcia, Primera Hija del Real Convento de Giner Grau, Imprenta de la title on spine. Renewed endpapers, Wormtrack affecting the last 20 pp. Rare first edition of the 
Capuchinas de la Villa de Castellon de la Plana en el Reyno de Joaquin (engr.) | Viuda de Antonio first biography of the Catalan nun Josepha Maria Garcia (1673-1743), printed “para Consuelo, y 
Valencia, y Abadesa que murid del mismo. La escrivié el M.R.P. Fr. Bordazar [i.e., Exemplo de sus Hermanas, y Venerable Comunidad”. A relatively luxurious production in folio 
Joseph Vela del Sagrado Orden de Predicadores, Maestro en Margarita Veo] format, the work was evidently commissioned by the nuns themselves, and the dedication to King 
Sagrada Theologia, Ex-Prior de los Conventos de Teruel, Ferdinand VI is signed by ‘La Abadesa, y Religiosas’ of Garcia's convent. When she was just 
Montalvan, y Predicadores de Zaragoza, Rector perpetuo del twenty years old (1693), Garcia and a handful of nuns were granted permission to found a new, 
Seminario de Santiago el Mayor, y S. Mathias de la Ciudad de Capuchin (Poor Clare) convent in the village of Castellon de la Plana, some 40 miles northeast of 
Tortosa, y Examinador Synodal de los Obispados de Tortosa, y Valencia. The convent was placed under royal protection and dedicated to the Immaculate Blood 
Teruel, para Consuelo, y Exemplo de sus Hermanas, y Ven. of Christ as well as the patronage of St. Joseph. Working her way up from recently-professed 
Comunidad, quien la dedica a la Catholica Real Magestad de el Rey nun to Maestra de Novicias, she was never considered for the position of Abbess, but instead 
Nuestro Sefior el S[efio]r D. Fernando el Sexto (que Dios prospére) found her calling as the ‘Tornera,’ i.e., gate-keeper of the small window used to import and export 
su Magnifico Patrono, y Bienhechor goods from the convent, as described in Chapters XII and XIII. The 32 pages of licenses and 

censor’s remarks preceding the main text perhaps indicate that some aspects of Garcia’s 
mysticism might be considered unorthodox. Chapters XIV-XVII are devoted to her visions, and it 
is recorded that she sought to imitate Rose of Lima (p. 60) among others in her daily 
mortifications. Her fellow nuns and even the Abbess were also much impressed by her ability to 
guide the souls of the deceased through Purgatory. The full-page engraving, signed by Joaquin 
Giner Grau (1728-1755) after Juan Cuallad6, depicts Christ presenting his Flaming Heart to Sor 
Josepha, who in return exposes her chest to reveal a flaming heart of her own. However, it is on 
p. 98 that we find a desciption of one of her most remarkable, recurring visions, the Virgin Mary, 
offering her milk to the nun, and Jesus, offering her his blood 

9381876 | Sermon Funebre-Historico, en las Exequias de la Venerable Sierva | Domenech, Valencia: Por 1752 4to. pp. (12), 104, plus 2 full-page engraved plates signed by Hipolito Ricarte after Luis Domingo. 
del Sefior, la Madre Sor Josepha Maria Garcia, Religiosa Christoval ; Joseph Estevan Bound in modern marbled wrappers. Single manuscript manicule on p. 21. Very rare sole edition 


Capuchina, y Abadesa, que fue en su Religiosissimo Monasterio de 
Castellon de la Plana. Celebraronse Dia 18. de Mayo del presente 
afio 1752. en la Iglesia de la Casa Professa de la Compafiia de 
Jesus de Valencia. Predicole el R. P. Christoval Domenech, de la 
misma Compaiiia. Publicale la Piedad de algunos devotos, y 
dedicale el autor, al M. Il[ustrisim]o Sefior Marques de Dosaguas 


Ricarte, Hipolito 
(engr.) 


Dolz, Impressor 
del Santo Oficio 


of this elegiac sermon pronounced in the Jesuit church of Valencia in memory of the Catalan nun 
Josepha Maria Garcia (1673-1743). A baroque portrait shows the nun receiving the Blood of 
Christ in a thin stream directly from his side, while from the opposite direction she is also offered 
an equally thin stream of the Milk of the Virgin Mary, a symbol of extreme purity, untarnished by 
Original Sin. The depiction - which obscures the details of the operation — precisely mirrors the 
celebrated ‘Apparition of the Virgin to Saint Bernard,’ painted by Bartolomeo Esteban Murillo, ca. 
1655 (currently housed in the Prado). A slightly unusual example of inter-denominational 
approbation, the Jesuit Domenech’s sermon covers the details of the Capuchin Sor Josepha’s 
life in the typically florid language of such elegies. The text fails to mention any comparison to St. 
Bernard. It is not clear whether Sor Josepha herself was familiar with the apocryphal tradition of 
the ‘Lactation of St. Bernard,’ and also whether the Valencia-based artist Luis Domingo had been 
to Madrid to see the Murillo painting, which is unknown in art historical records before it surfaced 
in the collections of Isabel Farnese in 1745 
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9381887 


Ordini, e Regole della Nob. Congregazione di Cento Dame con 
Altre, Nuovamente eretta nella Chiesa de’ R. R. P. P. Carmelitani di 
S. Tommaso, sotto I'Invocazione della B. V. dello Spasimo 
consacrati alle stesse illustrissime Dame 


Verona : Per 
Pierantonio Berno, 
Librajo 


1761 


8vo. pp. 16 pp, [1 integral blank, conjugate with engraved frontispiece of an icon of the Fainting 
Virgin] Bound in contemporary card covers. Ownership inscription on verso of frontispiece: “lo 
sono Maria Teresa Orti Maselli entro nella V[enerabile] Co[ngregazione] della B. V. dello 
Spasimo |i 27. Marzo 1795, e pago il suo Ingresso con 74:---". Unrecorded printed membership 
booklet for a ‘Congregation of One Hundred Plus Women’ particularly devoted to the Fainting 
Virgin Mary as represented in a painting found in the Carmelite Church of St. Thomas a Becket in 
Verona. Such sororal organizations probably existed primarily for social purposes, and the 
present document mainly pertains to various fees paid into its coffers for selected services. In 
return, the ‘consorelle’ have been granted a specific plenary indulgence by Clement XI. Such 
organizations, both fraternal and sororal, survive poorly in printed records. ICCU only mentions 
one similar booklet, which was printed in 1802 and also only survived in a single copy 
(LO1E\016095). The unusual focus of devotion for this female congregation, the Swooning Virgin 
Mary, had been broadly frowned upon from the 16th century onward. According to a tradition 
developed in the late Middle Ages, the Virgin was so overcome by sorrow at the sight of her son 
upon the cross that she fainted. However, because such an episode is not mentioned in the 
Canonical Gospels, Counter-Reformation theologians including Joannes Molanus, Federigo 
Borromeo, and Peter Canisius objected to the imagery, and depictions were even censored in 
Rome. The present engraving is apparently a crude reproduction of a painting by Giovanni Maria 
Pomedello (1478-1537) executed in 1524. Perhaps the inscription (“Imago Beatae Virginis 
Mariae a Spasmo in Ecclesia Reverendor, Patrum Carmelitar Veronae, 1576 FGP”) refers to the 
date at which it was given over to the Carmelites 


9381877 


Reglas, y Constituciones formadas para el mejor Regimen, y 
govierno dela Hermandad de el Santo Rosario de Mugeres, que se 
sirve en la Yglesia Parrochial de Sr. Sn Tiago de esta Ciudad de 
Granada, y Altar de esta soverana Reyna con el titulo de Nuestra 
Sefiora del Pilar 


[Confraternity 
of the Rosary] 


Granada 


1762- 
1763 


Large 4to. 38 written pages on ff. (27), with the first and last 4 ff blank (and the final leaf of the 
penultimate gathering removed for binding). Bound in contemporary full crushed red velvet with 
yellow-and-blue embroidered silk ties, with two full sheets of gilt-brocade as endpapers. With a 
separately-issued engraving (16 x 11.5 cm) decorated by an ink wash border of putti and 
generally colorful designs. Remarkable collection of documents penned at different times by 
different hands, recording the foundation and daily regimen of a Granadan confraternity of lay 
women dedicated to the public recitation of the Rosary. Usually performed in the evenings by 
candlelight, such processions were forbidden to women until the 18th century, and the impetus to 
challenge this societal rather than religious norm seems to have originated in Southern Spain 
around 1730. The text is prefaced by a large, hand-decorated engraving depicting Nuestra 
Sefiora del Pilar in a miraculous image housed at the church of Santiago in Zaragoza — 
considered the first church devoted to Mary, supposedly founded by St. James himself. The 
printed caption is dated 1763 and notes that 80 days of indulgence will be granted by Archbishop 
Pedro Antonio Barroeta y Angel to devotees (as further elaborated in the main text). Signed by 
Vincente Nufiez Barrenechea, secretary to the Archbishop, and dated from Granada the 22nd 
Feb, 1762, the first document is a three-page letter outlining the reasons for the formation of the 
confraternity. This is followed by a fair copy of the constitutions of the society (24 pp.) dated the 
18th November 1762, charmingly signed on the final leaf by 23 individual women of the 
congregation. Finally, we find a response from the treasurer of the archbishopric written directly 
on the final leaf of the constitutions, dated 25th November, supporting the petition (1/2 p.) as well 
as a further approbation from the Archbishop dated December ‘st (3 pp.). The constitution 
consists of 35 reglas, covering admission to the confraternity, the death of a member, and the 
duties and functions of the organization. In recognition of the 72 years of age attained by Mary, 
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membership is restricted to 72 women as well as a single male chaplain. Their most important 
function is the public procession, during which they collect alms (‘limosnas’) from bystanders. 
The first such public procession by women seems to have been instigated by the Dominican friar 
Pedro Vazquez Tinoco in Seville in 1730, but was attacked some years later in a pamphlet titled 
‘Prognostico del Rosario de Mugeres’ (ca. 1765) 


9381888 


Patente de la Cofradia de los Santos Angeles, destinada a 
acompafiar a el Santisimo Sacramento. Fundada Canonicamente 
en el Sagrario de la Santa Iglesia Metropolitana 


[Cofradia de los 
Santos 
Angeles] 


Mexico City : en la 
Imprenta de D. 
Phelipe de 
Zufiga, y 
Ontiveros 


[ca. 
1780] 


Small 8vo. pp. (16), including initial blank acting as a front wrapper, plus engraved plate of St. 
Michael, Guardian of the Blessed Sacrament, signed [José] ‘Morales’. Extremely rare example of 
a pocket-sized membership booklet printed for the Confraternity of the Holy Angels in Mexico 
City - and in this case filled out by a female devotee, Brigida Rodriguez, who joined in 1788 and 
remained a member until her death in 1804. Beyond their religious functions, such organizations 
probably served as social clubs and indeed acted as sort of ‘life insurance policies’ for their 
members, guaranteeing a payout upon death for the considerable expenses of a funeral. The text 
reviews the indulgences granted by Clemente XIV in 1772 to members of all confraternities - as 
well as a particular indulgence for “those who practice the duties of Confession, and Communion, 
visiting the respective Altar on the day of the Celebrated Martyr of Mexico St. Felipe de Jesus”. 
Even after death, the souls of Confraternity members retain privileges “as long as the priests 
[celebrating masses for them]... have obtained the Bula de la Santa Cruzada [i.e. the most 
popular printed indulgence sold in Mexico]’. The ‘Obligacion de los Hermanos’ includes assisting 
at Masses and funerals with “guion, luces, y musica”, and paying a two reales initiation fee as 
well as two cornadillos per month thereafter. The families of bereaved members will receive 20 
pesos to defray the costs of the burial, and the confraternity will pray for them in six Masses. The 
final leaf certifies that Dofia Bridiga Rodriguez has been admitted into the confraternity on the 5th 
April 1788; Rodriguez's name seems to have been filled in by her, and the document is signed by 
a different hand as ‘Pedro Alcantara de el Valle’. Finally, there are two posthumous manuscript 
notes: one recorded Rodriguez's death on April 3, 1804, and the other recording the receipt of 
the promised 20 pesos. Texas A & M holds an example of the same booklet, made out for a male 
member and dated 1793; and there is also a copy at the JCB (“the possible ending publication 
date of 1780 is given because the address of the press of Felipe de Zuniga y Ontiveros was on 
the calle de la Palma up until 1781.”) 
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9381880 


Sumario de las Gracias, e Indulgencias Perpetuas que gozan los 
Hermanos de la llustre Cofradia del Sefior San Homobono Fundada 
en nuestra Iglesia de la Santisima Trinidad, por el Alcalde, Veedor, 
Guardianes de la Ilustre Archicofradia, y demas Maestros del Arte 
de la Sasteria de la muy Noble é Imperial Ciudad de México, 
agregada a dicha llustre Archicofradia, y aprobada por nuestro 
Santisimo Padre el Sefior Inocencio Duodécimo, quien se dignd 
concederlas por su Apostdlico Breve, dado en Santa Maria la 
Mayor, debaxo del Anillo del Pescador, el dia veinte y quatro de 
Enero de mil seiscientos noventa y ocho, al séptimo de su 
Pontificado 


[Cofradia del 
Sefior San 
Homobono] 


Mexico City : 
Reimpreso [...] en 
la Imprenta de 
Don Mariano 
Joseph de Zufiga 
y Ontiveros 


1801 


Folio. Single bifolium of pp. (4). Large [12 x 8.5 cm] engraving of St Homobonus administering 
the Sacrament to a kneeling penitent, flanked by symbols of Charity and Justice; all text in simple 
woodcut borders. Accomplished in manuscript on p. 4 by Felix Rodes, Thesorero, admitting 
Gertrudis Coxana as a Sister of the Confraternity, dated 12 December 1803. Slightly loss to 
center folds, affecting a few letters of text and lower margin of engraving. Later manuscript 
additions recording Coxana’s death on the 11 August 1813, as well as a note attesting that she 
owed the Confraternity 9 pesos at the time of her death (and thus receives no payout). Very rare 
4-page printed certificate for membership of the Confraternity of St. Homobonus, filled out in 
manuscript for a certain Gertrudis Coxana [?] in 1803 replete with an ‘four leaf paper seal. 
Perhaps reflecting the developing Mexican economy, this confraternity’s namesake was 
popularly considered the patron saint of merchants, tailors, shoemakers, and clothworkers. The 
first section of the pamphlet concerns indulgences and benefits accorded to the members of the 
confraternity by Pope Innocent XII in 1698, and the various spiritual exercises necessary to 
obtain them; the second contains further benefits granted under Clement XIV (d. 1774); and the 
third section describes the financial and other benefits supplied by the Confraternity itself. These 
include 25 pesos for a funeral; a red cloth to cover the body of the deceased: candles; a black 
cloth for a Mass; and so on. The cost to members is 2 reales upon entry into the confraternity, 
and half a reale per week thereafter. This slightly reduced cost relative to earlier confraternities 
may have reflected their waning popularity, or alternatively their financial stability built upon 
decades of membership dues by this period. Relative to earlier certificates of this same 
confraternity, the conditions under which the confraternity does not need to pay out have here 
been greatly expanded, and includes the proviso that the organization does not accept “enfermos 
habituales, personas que pasen de quarenta afios, ni mugeres prefiadas”. A manuscript note at 
the foot of p. 4 records Gertrudis’ death (‘Fallecia la Contenida”) on 11 August 1813; a lengthier 
note signed ‘Escobar affirms that she was a member (“tiene derecho se halla en el Libro de mi 
cargo...”) but specifies that she died owing 9 pesos to the Cofradia and thus receives no payout 
towards her funerary costs. OCLC shows a handful of earlier editions (dating back to 1771) in 
scattered libraries; the present 1801 printing is recorded at the Newberry, SMU, and Texas A & 
M 


9378637 


Compendio delle vite de’ Santi e Beati parmigiani contenente 
Porigine, le eroiche gesta e le azioni miracolose operate dai 
medesimi col rispettivo ritratto inciso in rame 


Bresciani, 
Antonio (engr.) 


Parma : 
Stamperia 
Imperiale 


1815 


8vo. pp. 42, (2); with 16 engraved plates each depicting a Saint; uncut in the original printed 
wrappers, with title within decorative border; near-contemporary purchase note with price on rear 
pastedown. First and only edition of one of the last works by the artist Antonio Bresciani (1720- 
1817), who published this collection of engraved portraits of Saints aged 95. He was by then an 
honorary Professor at the Academy of Fine Arts in Parma, having contributed dozens of 
frescoes, paintings and other pieces of art to churches and other establishments in Parma and 
Piacenza for several decades. The Saints from Parma are portrayed in dramatic or dynamic 
poses, within scenes which almost always contain other characters, acting out each Saint's most 
iconic deed against architectural backdrops Two women saints are also included, Simona 
Cantulli and Orsolina Rinci 
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9381882 


[Rituel du Couvent des Clarisses Urbanistes] 


Seguin, Joseph 
; Delannoi, 
Marie A. (Marie 
Anthonette 


[sic]) 


Lille 


[ca. 
17007] 


4to. manuscript (21.5 x 16.5 cm in binding measuring 24 x 18 cm). pp. 97, (7 [of which 4 blank]), 
later single-leaf insert between pp. 38-39 dated 1781. Bound (likely at the time) in a re-purposed 
16th century antiphonal leaf. Neatly executed in brown ink with occasional red ink initials. 
Frequent contemporary corrections to the text; candle-wax drippings generally not obscuring text. 
Early manuscript note on pastedown: “the ceremonies are read in the refectory on the day before 
Christmas...” [etc.]; further inscription mounted onto front pastedown: “Ma fille, si vous voulez 
avoir mes graces / il vous faut suivre mes traces / dans ce monde il vous faut souffrir / premier y 
donc tout vos plaisirs”. Example of a manuscript ceremonial for the ‘Urbanistes’ of Lille, also 
known as the ‘Riches Claires,’ in contrast to the congregations known as Poor Clares. Clare 
herself had forbidden singing any part of the Divine Office, but the Rich Clares evidently found 
this stipulation too strict, and the present document contains instructions for singing but no 
musical notation. The ‘Urbanistes’ owed their name to pope Urban IV, whose rule of 1263 they 
chose to follow, allowing them to own joint possessions. The Urbanistes seem highly pre- 
occupied with the performative aspects of their rituals, with remarkable attention to detail given in 
the present text. The preface introduces basic body positions, distinguishing between one-kneed 
and two-kneed genuflections and instructing on the correct ‘profonde inclination’ versus the 
‘mediocre inclination.’ Further chapters include “De l’entré & de la sortie du Choeur”: “Des 
Chanteresses”, “De la Procession des Rogations’, etc. Thanks to the preface and colophon, we 
learn that the text was composed for the convent by a certain Fr. Joseph Seguin before being 
copied by ‘Soeur Marie Anthonette Delannoi’, probably around 1700 


9381879 


Patente de la Cofradia, y Hermandad de los Esclavos del 
Santissimo Sacramento, y Nuestra Sefiora de la Concepcio[n] 
fundada en la Iglesia de la Santissima Trinidad, de esta Ciudad de 
Mexico 


[Cofradia, y 
Hermandad de 
los Esclavos 
del Santissimo 
Sacramento, y 
Nuestra Sefiora 
de la 
Concepcion] 


[Mexico City] 


[ca. 
1700] 


Folio broadside [31 x 21.5 cm]. With typographical border and two woodcuts, each ca. 83 x 55 
mm, depicting the Virgin Mary and a Passion Flower with two leaves carrying the names Andres 
and Antonio. Accomplished in manuscript for Isabel de los Reyes, 9 March 1702. Countersigned 
by the Rector, Don Miguel Lopez del Castillo, and the Mayordomo Diego de Merlo, along with the 
remains of an embossed paper seal. Lengthy manuscript inscription on verso. Very rare early 
membership certificate of to the Cofradia de la Santissimo Sacramento, y Nuestra Sefiora de la 
Concepcion at the Church of the Holy Trinity in Mexico City, printed around 1700 or earlier. In 
this case - and perhaps somewhat unusually — the certificate has been filled out for a woman, 
Maria Dominga. Two brief manuscript notes on the verso of the certificate confirm that Isabel de 
los Reyes paid her dues to the Mayordomo, Diego de Merlo, in 1702 and 1703; a much lengthier 
note records her death in March 1705 and the ‘payout’ of the Confraternity toward her funerary 
costs and celebrations, confirming that Felipe de Loxa (?),the person charged with the burial 
costs of Isabela de los Reyes, has received from Mayordomo Diego de Merlo the full amount to 
cover her funeral. Such confraternities were of great socio-economic importance for their 
members, but also provided practical services in the event of death, acting as a sort of life- 
insurance policy. In this case, according to the text, Dominga agreed to pay two reales as an 
initiation fee as well as half a reale per week in dues, and four reales to cover the expenses of 
Lent. In the event of sickness, the Cofradia would in return provide a ‘Doctor, Cirujano, y Votica’; 
and on the day of their death it would provide 12 pesos for the women’s funerary arrangements. 
However, the certificate also specifies that if at any time the women were in arrears with 
membership dues, the Cofradia would not even offer a coffin or a shroud. The manuscript 
additions show that Isabela de los Reyes must have paid a total of around 62 reales (slightly less 
than 8 pesos) in dues during the course of her two-year membership of the Confraternity, which 
thus saved her heirs more than 4 pesos upon her death. OCLC shows three much later 
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examples of certificates of the same Cofradia, dated 1791, 1795, and 1796 respectively, as well 
as one example dated 1700 at the Newberry Library 


9381889 


[Printed and folded “Book Amulet,” or “Breverl,” worn against evil, 
with embedded reliquary] 


Munich : in Aulica 
Statuum Prov. 
Bav. Typogr. 


[ca. 
1712?) 


Single leaf [20 x 14.5 cm] with letterpress on both sides, including crude central woodcut vignette 
of the Virgin Mary on verso. Recto with mounted cardboard platform incorporating embossed 
metal seals; red wax seals; a tiny German pilgrimage medallion of a Venetian church 
(‘VENEDIG’); a dried flower; a colored woodcut; and the letterpress names of mainly female 
saints (Clare, Prisca, Fortunata, Hyacintha, and Antony of Padua) cut out, mounted on 
differently-colored silks, and arranged at deliberate angles in the design; all enclosed with four 
folding engravings depicting symbols of the Passion (“Semen Mulieris Contruat Caput 
Serpentis’); the Three Magi; St. Ignatius Loyola and the Dragon; Christ the Redeemer; St. 
Anastasius (“Terrores daemonum et Spectrorum’); and St. Francis Xavier (“Depulsor — 
Tempestatum’). Example of a ‘Breverl,’ a type of mixed-media devotional amulet popular in 17th 
and 18th century Germany, traditionally sold to convent visitors as folded talismans to protect 
their owners, who usually hung them around their necks. The text here consists of a handful of 
supplications (to Anthony of Padua, St. Vincent Ferrer, Jesus, the Holy Trinity, etc.) as well as an 
‘Oratio deprecativa ad maleficia, & quaevis mala expellenda & evadenda’ copied from Brognolo’s 
‘Manuale exorcistarum’ (first, 1651). The general prayer on the recto also makes mention of 
protecting the bearer against all manner of evil which may befall him: ‘binding,’ spells, 
apparitions, deceptions, oppression, and ‘torment by demons.’ Some clue to the possible usage 
of these printed amulets survives from a collection of contemporary anecdotes, Ruchat's ‘Uber 
das Interessanteste der Schweiz’ (1714, trans. 1777). The author notes, for example, that during 
the War of the Spanish Succession in 1712, when various Swiss cantons were pitted against 
each other on religious grounds, the Capuchins “distributed ‘billets magiques’ printed and 
approved by Pope Urban VIII to soldiers, protecting those who carried it against every ill. They 
wore them under the neck, folded up very small, and securely attached.” (Vol IV, p. 866). 
Hottinger’s ‘Helvetische Kirchen-Geschichten,’ p 133 recounts a similar story; as does the 
‘Anzeiger fur schweizerische Geschichte und Altertumskunde,’ vol. 1, p. 10. According to Ruchat, 
“at the surrender of the city [Thurgau] various so-called magic amulets [‘Zauberpapiere’] were 
found, which the Catholics wore on their bare chests to ward off wounds by the Protestants,” and 
on pp. 333-335 (vol Il) he reproduces parts of text therefrom which are also found in the present 
amulet 
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9381878 


Patente de la Hermandad del Patrocinio de Sefior San Joseph, 
Canonicamente Erecta en la Capilla de Jesus de las Tres Caidas de 
la Parroquial del Santo Angel Custodio de la Ciudad de los Angeles, 
é Indulgencias concedidas por N. SS. P. Clemente XIII 


[Hermandad 
del Patrocinio 
de Sefior San 
Joseph] 


[Puebla de los 
Angeles] 


[ca. 
1780] 


Large folio broadside [42.5 x 31 cm], composed of three woodcut vignettes (St. Joseph flanked 
by Guardian Angels) and two columns of text within woodcut borders. Completed in shaky 
manuscript by a nun, ‘a la Muy R[everendja M[adrje Biernjarda de SS Jose’ dated the 19" of [?], 
1784, and counter-signed by the Rector, Mayordomo, and Secretario. With a lengthy inscription 
on verso dated the 3 January from Puebla de los Angeles: “Se canto la Missa por el alma de la 
M[adr]e Bernarda de S. S. José contenida en esta Patente, y lo firmé”, signed by José [?] 
Manzana y [G?]anelas. Unrecorded certificate for a female member of the Confraternity of St. 
Joseph at the Chapel of the Three Falls of Christ in the Parish of the Guardian Angel in Puebla. 
Such confraternities were of great socio-economic importance for their members, but also 
provided practical services in the event of death, acting as a life-insurance policy. The text 
stipulates that Madre Bernarda must pay half a real every month for the privilege of belonging to 
the confraternity, and will be expelled if she fails to pay for four successive months. In return, 
upon her death the Confraternity promises to “asistiran a su Entierro con bela en mano, y se les 
ministrara Arahud, y Pafio... Por cada uno de los hermanos que falleciere se celebra una Misa 
canada con Responso.” Above, these ‘reglas’, the benefits of belonging to the confraternity, are 
outlined, including the indulgences which can be obtained by its members. Members are also 
directed to purchase the separate ‘Bula de la Santa Cruzada’ — the most popular indulgence for 
the New World, available in printed form. While these certificates completed in manuscript for 
secular women are common, it is unusual to find a nun belonging to this kind of organization 
because it required the active participation of its members in liturgical services for the Chapel of 
the Three Falls of Christ. It seems likely that the majority of members were men — the text only 
ever refers to ‘hermanos’ -, making this scenario even more unlikely for Madre Bernarda. 
Perhaps she was excused from these duties? In any case, after paying her dues for 16 years, the 
manuscript note on the verso of Madre Bernarda’s Patente affirms that a mass was sung for her 
soul on the 3" of January 1802, as required 


9384372 


Espejo de Virgenes, y exemplar de perfectas Religiosas, en las 
singulares Virtudes, que practico la V. Madre Sor Geronima de 
Jesus, natural que fue de Escamilla, y Religiosa de la Purissima 
Concepcion, en el muy Religioso Convento de N. Sefiora del Rosal 
de la Villa de Priego. Predicole en sus honras, El P. Fr. Carlos del 
Moral, Lector de Theologia en el Convento de S. Diego, de la 
Universidad de Alcala, Afio de 1713. Sacale a luz publica la M. 
Abbadesa de dicho Convento, y le dedica a N. Sefiora del Rosal, 
como a su Titular, y Patrona 


del Moral, 
Carlos 


Alcala de Henares 


1714 


Ato. ff. 15, pp. 64. Recent quarter calf over marbled boards. First and apparently only edition of 
this biography of Sor Geronima de Jesus (1653-1711), published under the auspices of the 
Abbess of the Convent. Sor Geronima was born to a well-to-do family, as the daughter of the 
mayor. She entered the Convent of Rosal de Priego when she was 19 years old. The convent 
had been founded by her ancestor, Hurtado de Mendoza, in 1525. Sor Geronima had an active 
life: she became Abess of the Rosal de Priego and founded other convents in Escamillas. This is 
the first account of her life, written by her confessor, a Franciscan Friar and reader of theology 
and the Convent of San Diego, at the University of Alcala. Another account of her life was given 
by Rodriguez de Cisneros in 1727, ‘Vida de la V. Madre sor Jeronima de Jesus,’ proving that she 
remained famous and years after her death. The work is extremely rare, with only two other 
copies recorded, at the BNE and CSIC 
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9384051 


[Copybook of letters with other notes (Ce Livre Apartient a MIl M: C: 
Boelen Pensionnaire au Couvent Des Religieuses Penitentes 
Recollectines. A Maestricht ecrit Le 21 xbre 1772. Nouriture des 
Re[??]’)] 


Boelen, Maria 
C. (Maria 
Catharina) 


Maastricht 


177Y|- 
1775] 


Manuscript, [19.8 cms. x 15.5 cms.], writing to 193 pages (pages excluded from this count where 
there is only a single line or so of writing). Numbered blanks, some excisions of leaves. 
Paginated: (1-2, 5-28, 30 (misnumbered)-41, 44-91, 96-107, 114-119, 122-123, 128-130, 132 
(misnumbered)-136, [2], 1-57, 80 (misnumbered), 85 (possibly misnumbered)-90, 93-110, 117- 
118, 121-128, 133-140, 142-147. Bound in vellum over boards. Pp. 101-2 loose. Text block loose 
from binding at joints but still connected via endpapers. Mostly a single hand, occasional copying 
in by others. A section of grammar notes may be in another hand. Boelen’s doodles and 
inscriptions to pastedowns. A young woman's copybook of letters, in French and Dutch, showing 
the life, learning and friendships of a young unmarried woman, in and around a convent. Maria 
Catharina Boelen describes herself on the front free endpaper as a pensionnaire (boarder) at the 
Recollectine convent of Maastricht, which was also a teaching establishment. She is not 
stationary in the convent: some letters show travel to other towns and cities of the locality. From 
its content, the manuscript seems to be written by a woman younger than her early 20s, but the 
writer may be the Maria Catharina Boelen recorded born in 1751, daughter of Egidius Boelen and 
Maria van Jonckholt, who was married in Hasselt in 1775. There is some evidence to suggest 
that, commensurate to her age, besides boarding, she was assisting with the teaching at the 
institution. The Dutch-language letters are separated from the French-language ones (the second 
pagination register begins with these). Verse is copied from published, religious work (e.g. ‘Je 
veux encore rimer, la tendresse m’inspire’, which is in a collection of maxims of Christian conduct 
of Maastricht, 1763; and a poem beginning ‘Rendez au createur ce que |’on doit lui rendre’, which 
is by Frangois Fénelon (1651-1715)). There is also poetry to a teacher: a three-page letter “to my 
very honored mistress”, “presented to the dear sister Marie Catherine on her return from 
exercises” (29 March 1775). This is presumably either composed by Boelen, for a namesake 
teacher, or copied by Boelen and composed for her if, besides boarding at the convent, she was 
also teaching there. The manuscript has a homily in facing Dutch and French (10 pp.), grammar 
notes in both languages (11 pp.), mathematical notes (4 pp.), copied verse, handwriting practice 
(1 p.) and some catechistical responses (2 pp.). The motto ‘Suffer, love and persevere, and you 
will be crowned.’, dated 22 May 1775, is written in French near the end of the book. The 
mentality could certainly apply to the letters. Besides carefully expressed piety, they tell some 
stories of suffering. The writer offers condolences to a young woman on the death of her sister 
((first) p. 13). On 25 April 1773, she informs a friend of the death of her own brother a few days 
before (p. 37). On p. 39, she writes to a cousin on the death of her daughter, and on p. 53, to an 
aunt on the death of her husband 
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9384374 


Nos Frater [blank] Venerabilis Archiconfraternitatis S[anti]S[si]mi 
Cordis Jesu de Urbe Prior. Dilectis Nobis in Christo Confratribus 
Confraternitatis S[anti]S[si]mi Cordis Jesu 


[Archiconfratern 
ita del 
Santissimo 
Cuore di Gest] 


[Rome] 


[ca. 
1740] 


Ato in 8s [25.7 x 19.4 cm], pp. 16, with half-page engraving of Sacred Heart and woodcut initial. 4 
identical copies bound uniformly in original sprinkled wrappers. Unrecorded first and only edition 
of this 18"*-century enrollment booklet for the Archiconfraternita del Santissimo Cuore di Gesii at 
the Roman church of S. Teodoro al Palatino, here in 4 copies, internally left blank as issued, 
making the collection a rare survival of “new old stock” printing from the hand-press era. The 4 
somewhat cockled booklets nestle together nicely as a unit, and each one carries a half-page of 
the Sacred Heart with its standard iconography (the heart surrounded by flames, wreathed with 
the crown of thorns, and surmounted by a cross). The devotion of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus (Santissimo Cuore di Gesu, Sacratissimum Cor Jesu) dates from at least the 12" century, 
but grew in popularity from the late 17-century onward to become one of the most widely 
practiced of the Catholic devotions. The Archconfraternity at San Teodoro - the first in Rome 
devoted to the Santissimo Cuore di Gesu - was founded in 1727 and empowered to enlist other 
confraternities under its rubric. The booklets offered here served as summary introduction to new 
enrollees, discussing privileges, obligations, indulgences, and administrative procedures for 
confraternities, be they male or female (“utriusque sexus,” “Confratres, & Consorores,” p. 2), 
wishing to join. Several gaps in the printed text were meant to be filled in by hand to record the 
specific institution seeking enrollment to and the signatures of the proper officials at San 
Teodoro. The latest date in the text is 1736 (p. 5), suggesting a date of printing during the late 
1730s or early 1740s, likely under the papacy of Clement XII (1652-1740) 


9384376 


[St. Francis etching showing the apotropaic Benediction of Brother 
Leo] 


Forli : presso A. 
Hercolani 


[ca. 
1834- 
40] 


Single-sheet etching on laid paper [13.0 x 9.8 cm the sheet, 11.1 x 8.3 cm the platemark]. 
Unrecorded, separately issued etching of this (unusual treatment of a) popular Franciscan 
subject. When St. Francis was at La Verna in 1224, Brother Leo came to him hoping to receive 
some words written by the saint’s hand. St. Francis soon complied, giving Leo a sheet of 
parchment on which he had written a benediction, which is still preserved at S. Francesco in 
Assisi. This subject was treated rarely in fine art, but during the 18" and 19" centuries, many 
small, popular, ephemeral prints were produced, each generally quite rare today, depicting St. 
Francis presenting Leo with the parchment sheet on which this famous benediction is written in 
full. Typically, additional text was added below the image to note that the holder of the print on 
which the benediction was written would be conferred some sort of protection from harm or 
temptation. The present etching, published in Forli by the nobleman Conte Antionio Herculano, 
depicts St. Francis presenting the parchment to a genuflecting Leo, but here Leo’s body 
obscures all but the first few words of the benediction text. Perhaps, this compositional choice 
had much to do with the small size of print, but it would seem to negate the apotropaic value of 
the benediction for those who carried the print on their person. The etching is undated, but 
Hercolani, an artist and antiquarian who wrote on Emilia-Romagna and Siena and who had his 
own press in Forli, was active between about 1834 and 1840. 

Transcription: 

‘ll signore ti guardie benedica e volti la sua 

Benedizione di S. Francesco 

Questa Santa Benedizione é provata da chi la porta indosso con retta divozione, e piena Fede 
molto virtuosa a conseguire da Dio Spirituali grazie, ed ogni espediente bene temporale. 
L’originale (scritto do propria mano dal Serafico Padre S. Francesco) si conserva nella Basilica di 
Assisi. 

In Forli presso A. Hercolani” 
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[May the Lord protect you, bless you, and bring you the Benediction of St. Francis. 

This sacred blessing is experienced by whoever wears it with straight thought and complete and 
very virtuous faith by obtaining spiritual graces from God, and every expedient temporal good. 
The original (written by the seraphic Father St. Francis in his own hand) is kept in the Basilica of 
Assisi. 

[Printed] in Forli by A. Hercolani] 

This etching is kept with a Mexican Capuchinas de Puebla copperplate (bib number 8342439 in 
this collection), another devotional object on the same topic. Both ephemera are emulating the 
original benediction’s apotropaic characteristics. 


9463663 


Pratique pour adorer le St. Suaire, envoyé de Rome 


Besangon : Chez 
Rigogne 


32mo. pp. 16. In contemporary plain wrappers affixed with two stitches. Woodcut on title page. 
Unrecorded, possibly first edition of this singular, probably 18'-century, devotional booklet 
dedicated to the veneration of the Holy Shroud of Besangon. The book, apparently first sold to 
pilgrims visiting Besangon, owes its rarity both to its tiny size and to the explicit requirement that 
it be carried on the person of its owner to activate its apotropaic claims. The rounded corners of 
this example suggest that the booklet spent much time tucked away inside the owner's coat 
pocket. The undated work carries the imprint of a certain “Rigogne’” at “Bezancon,” who is not 
recorded as having printed anything else, and so the imprint may be false. A crude woodcut 
depicts the Shroud of Besancon, attended by a priest flanked by two canons, a standard 
iconographical representation of the mysterious Shroud. The booklet contains a brief explanation 
of indulgences, 3 prayers (Oraisons), and 3 hymns (Cantiques; about the Shroud’s relationship to 
Mary Magdalene, the Virgin Mary, and a soldier on campaign against the Turks). The work 
remains unstudied by modern scholars, but in the 19" century it received some attention both 
because of its connection to the Shroud, which had only been destroyed in 1794, and because of 
the extravagant, certainly dubious claims made in its text. Writers both anticlerical and orthodox 
ridiculed its indulgences, its claimed protection against the devil, sudden death, plague and other 
infectious diseases, and harm from sorcerers and sorceresses, and its requirement that to 
receive these indulgences/protections, he or she who owned the book had to carry it about like 
an amulet. The book’s “Cantique spirituel du saint suaire & de la Vierge, et des miracles arrives 
l'année derniere” recounts recent miracles at the Besangon shrine, including deliverance from 
purgatory, the exorcism of demons, a “country artisan” protected from brigands, and a sailor 
“coming from the coast of Guinée” (a slaver, no doubt) saved from a tempest (pp. 9-14). The 
“Cantique Au sujet d'un Soldat’ (pp. 15-16) tells of a Christian soldier in Belgrade who is attacked 
by four Turks with sabers and bayonets but who is invulnerable because he carries under his 
clothes an image of the Shroud of Besangon. The work is known in several iterations printed in 
the 19" century that vary somewhat in contents and in the wording of their titles, most of which 
quite obviously were published under false imprints, each of which is recorded today in just 1 
copy, now recorded only at the Bibliothéque nationale de France. The BnF holds an undated 
copy catalogued as “Besancon: Rigogne, [1850]” that has a differently worded title (Pratique de 
devotion au Saint Suaire, envoye de Rome) and altered contents (see Nisard, pp. 74-9). It also 
has single copies of the title Pratique pour adorer le saint suaire envoye de Rome under a 
number of imprints (Lyon: A. Becameil, 1902: Lyon: Menetrier, 1903; Valence: Imp. de Chaleat, 
1856; Bourgoin: C. Vauvillez, s.a.; Issoudun: Imp. de C. Saint-Jacque, s.a.; A Narbonne: de 
limprimerie de F. Caillard [entre 1811 et 1836]; Lyon: s.n., 1855; Lyon: J.-B. Porte, 1864) and of 
the title Pratique de devotion a Ste Germaine et au Saint-Suaire, envoyee de Rome under an 


320 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


odd variety of what must be mostly false imprints (Valence: Chaléat, 1861; Cahors: Brassac, 
1860; Dijon: Rabutot, 1859; Saint-Flour, s.n., 1860; Le Puy: Pharisier, 1862 and 1869; Le Puy: 
s.n., 1861; Rodez: Carrére ainé 1859 and 1860; Toulouse, Dupin, 1857; Epinal: Pellerin, 1862; 
Montpellier: Jullien, 1857; Aubenas, Escudier, 1863), as well as a Vive Jésus! Pratique pour 
adorer le Saint Suaire envoye de Rome (Montpellier: Cristin, 1867) and a Pratique fidéle envoyée 
de Rome par notre saint pere le pape, pour honorer le Saint Suaire (Avignon: Offray, 1863). Jean 
de Viguerie (Le catholicisme des Frangais dans l’ancienne France, Paris, 1989) cites a 1781 
version attached to prayers to St. Jacques (p. 97) which is now not locatable in the standard 
catalogues. Antoine Sabarthés (‘“Bibliographie de L’Aude, cinquiéme partie,” Bulletin de la 
Commission archéologique de Narbonne, v. 12, pp. 301-404), in citing two other versions 
(Carcassonne: P. Polére, s.a., and Narbonne: Caillard, 1816) notes that “Ces deux plaquettes 
sont une réimpression d’une ancien livre publié a Besancon’ (p. 384). The general aspect of the 
booklet offered here points to the 18!" century, and “Bezancon” would be the natural origin for the 
text, suggesting that this is the original or at least a very early edition of this devotional booklet. 
The Shroud of Besancon was a cloth carrying the mark of a naked body, which, according to 
some, was that of Jesus Christ. Similar Holy Shroud relics showed up in medieval and early 
modern Europe. The Turin Shroud is the most famous example, when the first mention of the 
holy shroud of Besancon kept at the cathedral of Saint-Etienne was made in 1523, it probably 
referred to a copy of the Turin shroud or to the idea of creating a similar relic. Very gradually, the 
Shroud of Besancon became an object of popular veneration and was credited with many 
miraculous cures over the course of the seventeenth century. In 1669, it was transferred to the 
cathedral of Saint-Jean. On May 24 1794, it was torn up and used to bandage the wounded of 
the French revolutionary army (Remi Mathis, A Kingdom of Images: French Prints in the Age of 
Louis XIV, 1660-1715, Los Angeles, 2015, p. 227) 


9463659 


En esta forma fue mostrado el Sacro Corazon de Jesus enamorado 
de las Almas a la V. M Margarita Alacoque tel qual se venera en el 
Religiosissimo Convento de S[ant]a Ursola de Valencia. Rezando 
[un] Padre N[uestrjo [se gana] 40 dias de Indulgencia 


[Convent of 
Santa Ursula in 
Valencia] 


[Valencia] 


[secon 
d half 


Single sheet [15.0 x 10.0 the sheet, 13.0 x 8.5 cm the platemark], etching with drypoint. 
Unrecorded, separately issued 18'-century etching from the convent of Discalced Augustinian 
nuns at Santa Ursula in Valencia, Spain, promoting an indulgence related to the veneration of the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. The devotion of the Most Sacred Heart, known from at least the 12! 
century, was greatly popularized by the nun and mystic Marguerite-Marie Alacoque (1647-1690), 
who in 1692 at her convent in Paray-le-Monial, France, received revelations about this visual 
symbol of Christ's humanity. The devotion was a particular favorite of the Society of Jesus, which 
advanced it even as papal approval lagged. Prints of this sort, intended to be carried on one’s 
person and to be kept for only a short time, only survive in small numbers and those produced in 
the context of female convents are especially rare. The engraving depicts the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus in its standard iconography—a heart surrounded by flames, a wound in its side, wreathed 
with the crown of thorns, and surmounted by a cross—and the text at the bottom of the sheet 
connects the image with the vision seen by Alacoque in her revelation. The last line of text, a few 
words of which were only very faintly scratched in drypoint into the copperplate (is this a proof 
copy?), notes that 40 days of indulgence (i.e., a reduction of time in purgatory) will be granted to 
those who say a ‘Padre Nuestro’ (while contemplating the image). The convent of Santa Ursula, 
dedicated to the 4'"-century virgin martyr of Cologne, was founded in Valencia in 1605. In 1738, 
Clement XII approved the establishment there of a congregacién dedicated to the Sagrado 
Corazon, complete with special indulgences (see M. Revuelta Gonzalez, La Compariia de Jesus 
en la Espafia contemporanea, v. 3, pp. 390-91). This print on laid paper likely dates from the first 
decades after this papal approval 
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In 
process 


[Collection of ephemeral literature, including 3 broadsides, focusing 
on young Italian women becoming nuns] 


Ancona ; Faenza ; 
Florence ; Foligno 
: Forli ; lesi ; 
Loreto ; Lucca ; 
Macerata ; 
Mantua ; Milan ; 
Orvieto ; Padua ; 
Perugia ; Pesaro ; 
Piacenza ; Pisa ; 
Ravenna ; Rome ; 
Venice ; Vicenza 


1728- 
1805 


Large collection of mostly unrecorded ephemeral literature, mostly lyric poems, centered around 
the spectacle of young Italian women taking the veil. These events were a major milestone in the 
lives of many upper-class women in the 16-18" centuries, akin in importance to a marriage, 
evinced by the monastic dowry which the family would pay to the convent. Interestingly, such 
underexplored productions, usually composed by male family friends and acquaintances but 
sometimes by the novice herself, were almost never printed in association with the vows of a 
monk. Poems in broadside format, printed decoratively for presentation to the attendees of 
vestition and profession ceremonies and for public display outside of the convent, survive even 
more poorly than those printed as pamphlets. The present collection has several examples of 
poetry composed by women, alongside examples of the sort of ‘literary ventriloquism,’ where 
men take on the persona of the girl or woman forsaking the secular life. These laudatory stanzas 
offer a striking alternative to the usual treatment of women as subjects of poetry — i.e. as objects 
of love (See A. Brundin, “On the Convent Threshold: Poetry for New Nuns in Early Modern Italy”, 
Renaissance Quarterly Vol. 65 (2012), pp. 1125-1165). 

1. Monacandosi nel Monastero delle Sagre Vergini di Santa Teresa d’Orvieto la Zitella Signora 
Teresa Giov[an]na Niccola Orlandi Si allude alla Costanza della medesima nella sua vocazione 
in questo Monastero, e al Nome che prende di Suor Maria Serafina Teresa di San Giuseppe 
Sonetto consagrato a Maria Vergine S[antis]s[i]ma del Monte Carmelo. Orvieto : presso Livio 
Tofini Stampat. Camer. e Pubblico, 1728. Broadside [39 x 27.5 cm]. 

2. [Mezamici, Margherita Lapi et al.]. Vestendo I’Abito Religioso nel Nobilissimo Monastero di S. 
Domenico, la Nobil Donzella Signora Maria Costanza Mansi. Rime. Lucca: Domenico Ciuffetti, 
1739. Small 4to. (1 [integral blank]), pp. 28, (1 [integral blank]). Bound in contemporary red 
wrappers. Various contributors, including several members of the ‘Argonauti’ of Bologna; the 
Sonetto on p. 23 is signed ‘Margherita Lapi Mezamici, Accademica Inestricata’. 

3. Poesie per la Professione delle Illustrissime Signore D. Maria Giuseppa e D. Marianna Virginia 
Morigia nell'insigne Monistero di Santa Catterina alla Chiusa. Milan : Nella R.D.C., per Giuseppe 
Richino Malatesta Stampatore Regio Camerale, 1749. Large 8vo. pp. 44, (1) terminal blank. 
Bound in contemporary floral-patterned card covers. P. 42 contains a sonnet by “Sur Carla 
Antoni Tanz” composed in the Milanese dialect, but the author is a man, Carlo Antonio Tanzi in 
Tuscan dialect. 

4. Asclepi, Antonio. Al Raro Merito, e Virtu Singolarissima della Nobil Donna Signora Costanza 
Ciccolini de Marchesi della Guardia Grele, in prendendo I’Abito Religioso ne! Nobilissimo 
Monistero di Santa Caterina di Macerata. In contrasengo di affetto, e stima [...] Macerata : 
Giuseppe Francesco Ferri, 1750. 4to. 12 pp. Disbound, probably as issued. With contemporary 
manuscript corrections throughout. By the nun’s cousin. 

5. Gaddi, Baldassarre [et al]. Rime per la Solenne Profession di Donna Maria Imperatrice 
Generosa Felice Fedele Fortunata. Nel Nobilissimo Monastero dello Spirito Santo in Cesena 
Anno 1751. Al Secolo N. D. Marchesa Ippolita Locatelli Orsini, dedicate alla Medesima in Segno 
di Giubbilo, e di congratulazione. Forli : Achille Marozzi, 1751. 8vo. pp. XXII, (2). Large woodcut 
of the Virgin Mary on final leaf. Bound in later wrappers. Most of the contributors were members 
of local Academies, including the Accademia dei Filergiti. 

6. [“G. B. M.”]. Canzonetta alla gentilissima Signora Teresa Leoni Bentivegni, in Occasione di 
Vestirsi Monaca nel Nobil Monistero delle RR. MM. di S. Eufemia di Rimino [sic] dell’Ordine delle 
Serve di Maria, la gentil Donzella Margherita Bentivegni sua dignissima Figliuola, assumendo i 
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Nomi di Suor Marianna Felice. Pesaro : Stamperia Gavelliana, 1753. 4to. pp. 16. Unbound, as 
issued. Dedicated to the mother of the nun. 

7. Vestendo |’Abito Religioso di Sant’ Agostino nell’Insigne Monastero della SS. Nunziata di 
Piacenza la Nobil Donna Signora Eleonora de’ Marchesi d’Aragona Appiani di Piombino, 
Assumendo | Nomi Di Maria Clotilde Teresa. Stanze. Piacenza : II Salvoni, [1753]. Small 4to. 20 
pp. Bound in modern blue wrappers. With contributions by a Jesuit priest and an Accademician 
of the Arcadi in Rome. 

8. Poetici Applausi alla generosa e saggia Risoluzione della Nobile Zittella la Signora Giulia Anna 
Maria Mazzolini di Forlimpopopi [...]. Faenza : Archi, 1755. 8vo. pp. 26, (2). With decorative 
woodcut typographical emblems at the head of each contribution. Disbound (signatures working 
loose). Many of the contributions are by professors of local universities, as well as Academicians. 
9. Agudi, Giuseppe C. (Guiseppe Candido) [et al.]. Poesie a Donna Maria Serponti, Monaca 
Candidata nell’insigne Monistero di S. Agostino in P. N. Milan : Regia Ducal Corte, 1757. 8vo. ff. 
(1), pp. LVII, (3). Bound in modern quarter velum over boards. An unusual example of poetry 
composed not in celebration of a nun taking vows, but apparently in support of her ‘candidacy’. 
Comprising a very wide range of contributors, mostly clerics but also a ‘Doctor Fisicale’ and other 
secular men. One entry is by a certain ‘Aminadea Gorici, D. B.’, undoubtedly an 
anagram/pseudonym of some kind. One entry is printed entirely in Greek (with a translation on 
the facing page). 

10. Pozzi, Giuseppe. Lettere Poetiche di Gioseffo Pozzi a Caterina sua Figliuola con I’Aggiunta di 
alcuni Capitoli sopra le Virtu Teologali [...] Operetta utilissima a tutte quelle Vergini, le quale 
pensano di vestire l’Abito Monacale ed ai Genitori delle Medesime. Florence : Andrea Bonducci, 
1759. 8vo. pp. 56. Bound in contemporary purple wrappers. Including a ‘Risposta della riverente 
Serva, e Figliuola Caterina Pozzi al suo carissimo Padre’ (pp. 14-20). 

11. Origgi, Galeno. Canzone offerta all’ Illustrissima Signora Erminia Miletti Anconitana, nel 
prender l’abito Religioso di Santa Chiara. Nel Nobilissimo Monastero di S. Palatia di Ancona, con 
i Nomi d’Erminia Costante. Loreto : Federico Sartori, 1764. Small 4to. pp. XI, (1). Bound in later 
wrappers. 

12. Bonavia, Bertrando. Alla Nobil Donzella Erminia Bonavia Miletti, che veste |’Abito Religioso 
nel Nobilissimo Monistero di S. Palazia d’Ancona, coi Nomi di Suor Erminia, Costante, Luisia, 
Benedetta. Canti [...]. Ancona : Pietro Ferri, 1764. Large 4to. pp. XXVIII. Bound in later wrappers. 
Composed by a lawyer, the nun’s uncle. 

13. Rumori, Maria T. (Maria Teresa). Per la Generosa Sagra Risoluzione della Nobil Donzella 
Erminia Miletti N. A. che veste l’Abito di S. Chiara nel Nobilissimo Monistero di Santa Palazia [...] 
in attestato della propria Servitu, ed Attinenza alla Nobil Donna Anna Salvioni Ava Materna della 
Candidata, offer la seguente Canzone. Ancona: Pietro Ferri, 1764. Large 4to. pp. IV [of ????]. An 
incomplete copy. Printed at the behest of a fellow nun, Suor Maria Teresa Rumori. 

14. Vestendo l’Abito Religioso ne! Nobilissimo Monastero di S. Domenico la Nobile Donzella 
Signora M[ariJa Virginia Mansi col Nome di S. Anna Violante, Rime. Lucca : Per Giuseppe 
Rocchi, 1764. Large 4to. pp. LIl, (4) including terminal blank. Bound in contemporary patterned 
wrappers. Most of the poems are in fact dedicated to the nun’s mother, Luisa Mansi. A note at 
the end explains that the contributions have not been arranged according to the merits of the 
authors, but rather the order in which they were received. 

15. Rime di un Accademico Timido per la Signora Teresa Zanardi del Sac. Rom. Imperio 
Contessa della Virgiliana, che veste l’Abito di Santa Teresa. Mantua : Heirs of Alberto Pazzoni, 
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1764. Large 4to. pp. 48. Bound in contemporary cartonnato. Introduction addressed ‘alla 
Virgiliana,’ by the unidentified ‘Accademico Timido.’ Including sonnets ‘Al Padre,’ two ‘Alla 
Madre,’ and one to St Teresa herself. 

16. Theogamia, nel Prendersi |’Abito Agostiniano dall’ Illustrissima Signora Anna de Silva nel 
nobile Monastero di S. Caterina al Monte, detto di San Gaggio. Florence : Allegrini, Pisoni e 
Comp, 1775. 4to. pp. XVI. Disbound. Engraved vignette on title page. Half title deeply stained. 
17. Guarnieri, Francesco. Vestendo |’Abito Religioso di S. Benedetto nel Venerabile Monastero di 
Santa Catarina nella Terra di Monte-Santo, la Nobil Donzella Sig. Contessa Geltrude Mazzagalli, 
Patrizia Recantese. Loreto : Federico Sartori, 1776. 4to. pp. X, (2). Bound in contemporary grey 
wrappers. Consisting of a particularly obscure type of Italian verse, the ‘endecasillabo,’ in which 
each line contains between ten and sixteen syllables, with the stress falling on the tenth syllable. 
18. Giovannardi, Giovanni. Canti Tre [...] per la Solenne Professione della Molto Reverenda 
Madre Donna M.a Umilta Serafina Costante Benedetta, al Secolo la Signora Contessa Maria 
Luigia Severoli, nel nobilissimo ed antichissimo Monastero delle M. RR. MM. di S. Umilta in 
Faenza sua Patria la prima Domenica di Gennaio dell’anno MDCCLXXVIII [...] Faenza : 
Stamperia Benedetti, 1778. Large 4to. pp. LI, (1). Bound in later marbled wrappers. Some non- 
destructive worming throughout. Three ‘songs’, composed for an evidently wealthy noblewoman. 
19. Pezzi, Giovanni. Rime per la Monacazione dell'lllustriss. Signora Contessa Olimpia Bertoni, 
Nobile Patrizia Faentina che veste I’Abito religioso Cisterciense nel nobilissimo ed Antichissimo 
Monistero delle MM. RR. Madri di S. Lucia in Patria [...]. Faenza : Mariano Paganelli, 1786. Folio. 
pp. XXIV. Sewn but never bound. With a foreword addressed to Olimpia Bertoni followed by 
contributions from three local noblemen. 

20. Trenta, Filippo. Omilia detta [...] il di di S. Silvestro Papa I’Anno 1785. Nel Prender l’Abito 
Religioso la Gentil Donzella Signora Cecilia oggi M. Demetriade Brunetti nel Monastero della 
Madre Paola di detta Citta. Foligno : Feliciano Campitelli. Large 4to. pp. XIll, (3), including 
terminal blank. Bound in modern marbled wrappers. Shedding some light on the genesis of such 
works, the present ‘homily’ was composed by the local bishop Filippo Trenta to celebrate the 
entry of Cecilia Brunetti into a convent, and was then printed (with an explanatory foreword) by 
the nun’s father, Silvestro Brunetti, partly as a tribute to the bishop himself. 

21. Vestendo |’Abito Religioso Nel Venerabil Monastero della S[antis]S[i]ma Trinita di Spoleti, 
I'lllustrissima Signora Luigia Statera con assumere | Nomi di Suor Maria Luigia Serafina Geltrude 
Sonetto Dedicato all’ Illustrissimo, e Reverendissimo Monsignor Francesco Maria Locatelli 
Vescovo Vigilantissimo di Spoleti. Rome : Presso i Lazzarini, 1788. Large broadside [50 x 38.5 
cm]. A particularly large-format example of this genre — perhaps intended for mural display? 

22. Rime di Alcuni Accademici informi per la solenne Sagra di sei Monache Benedettine seguita 
nell'insigne Monastero di S. Andrea di Ravenna il di’ Primo Maggio dell’Anno MDCCLXXXVIII. 
Ravenna : Per Antonio Roveri, [1788]. Folio. XXXV pp, (1). Disbound, signatures loose. With a 
dedication by the nuns of the Convent of S. Andrea to the Archbishop of Ravenna. The six 
professed nuns being celebrated are named on the verso of the title page. 

23. Vestendo l’Abito Religioso nel Ven. Monistero di Monte-Luce di Perugia le due Nobili Sorelle 
Luisa e Caterina Taccini [...] Perugia : Carlo Baduel, 1793. 8vo. pp. XV, (1). Modern marbled 
wrappers. A handful of sonnets, including contributions from local Academicians. 

24. Odescalchi, Antonio. Discorso Parenetico [...] ln Occasione di dare |’Abito Religioso in S. 
Maria Maddalena de’ Pazzi della Citta di Firenze a sua Eccellenza la Signora Donna Elisabetta 
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Corsini coi Nomi di Suor Maria Maddalena Geltrude dell’Assunzione di Maria. Florence : Gaetano 
Cambiagi, 1796. Large 4to. pp. 19, (1). Disbound, housed in later card covers. 

25. Applausi Poetici per la Fausta Vestizione dell’Abito di San Benedetto nell’Insigne Monistero 
di S. Arcangelo di Fano, della Nobil Donzella Signora Contessa Anna de Cuppi, che assume i 
Nomi di Maria Metilde Anna Geltrude. Jesi : Pietropaolo Bonelli, 1796. Large 4to. pp. 79, (1). 
Bound in 19th century printer's waste. Curious printer's emblem printed in green ink on title page. 
26. Rosini, Giovanni. Facendo la sua Solenne Professione nel Venerabile Monastero della 
S[antis]S[i]ma Nunziata di Villa Basilica, Suor Teresa M. Barbantini, Cittadina Lucchese il Sig. 
Giovanni Rosini in segno di amicizia offre al suo Signor Fratello Niccola il presente sonetto. 
Lucca : Presso Domenico Marescandoli, 1796. Broadside [43 x 31 cm]. 

27. Applausi Poetici a sua Eccellenza Donna Elisabetta Corsini, in Occasione di prender I’Abito 
Religioso nel Monastero di S. Maria Maddalena de’ Pazzi. Florence : Gaetano Cambiagi, 1796. 
Large 4to. pp. 32. Bound in with original card covers, in modern quarter calf over patterned 
boards. 

28. Anti Sola, Sebastiano. Vestendo Abito Religioso nellinsigne Monistero di S. Caterina in 
Vicenza, la Nobile Signora Contessa Lodovica Trissino dal Velo d'Oro, Sonetti di Sebastiano Anti 
Sola. Vicenza : da Bartolommeo Paroni, 1797. Large 4to. (1) ff, 9 pp, (1). Bound in contemporary 
marbled wrappers. Handsomely printed on bluish paper. 

29. Groz, Elisabetta et al. Nel Terminare Gloriosamente del Quarto Trienio il Carico di 
Abbadessa nell'Insigne Monistero di S. Prosdocimo di Padova, L'Illustrissima, e Reverendissima 
D. Maria Vittoria Mariani. Orazione al vero di lei merito dedicate. Padua : Stamperia Penada, 
1799. 8vo. pp. 15, (1). Woodcut vignette of a cherub on title page, with details finished in 
manuscript brown ink. Disbound. Celebrating the fourth three-year term of the abbess. The first 
14 pages are in prose, and on p. 15 is a sonnet “in segno di affettuosa stima, e riconoscenza’” 
signed by Elisabetta Groz. 

30. Nel Vestir ’Abito Religioso la Donzella Signora Maria Luisa Chiesa nel Venerabil Monastero 
di S. Michele Arcangelo della Citta di Lucca col Nome di Suor Giovanna Francesca Applausi 
Poetici. Pisa : Per Ranieri Prosperi Stamp. Arciv. 1802. 4to. pp. 27, (1). Bound in contemporary 
floral-patterned wrappers. 

31. Fantoni, Antonio. Vestendo |’Abito di San Benedetto nell’insigne Monastero di S. Croce della 
Giudecca, la Nobil Donzella Catterina Balbi Valier, la quale prende il Nome di Maria Luigia [...] 
Venice : Tosi, 1804. 4to. pp. LII, plus 2 integral blanks. Bound in contemporary card covers. 
Printed on thick paper. Not poetry, but rather a translation of a very obscure exhortation to nuns 
by the 7th century Coptic Bishop Anastasius of Alexandria. 

32. Coppoli, Coppolo et al. Alla Nobile Donzella Signora Marchesa Teresa Coppoli, Patrizia 
Perugina e Fiorentina, che veste l’Abito Religioso di S. Domenico il Di 2. Ottobre 1805, nel 
Venerabile Monastero della Beata Colomba di Perugia, con assumere i Nomi di Suor Teresa 
Maria [...] Perugia : Carlo Baduel, 1805. 8vo. pp. 20 pp. Bound in contemporary patterned 
wrappers (with loss to front wrapper). Various contributors. 
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In 
process 


Historia De la milagrosissima Imagen de Nuestra Sefiora de 
Occotlan, que se venera Extramuros de la Ciudad de Tlaxcala. 
Sacala a luz el bachiller D. Manuel de Loaisaga Clerigo Presbytero 
Domiciliaro del Obispado de la Puebla de los Angeles, Capellan del 
Santuario, y Sierva humilde de la Sefiora. Ponelo reverente A la 
proteccion de la muy Illustre Noble, y Leal Villa de Cordova, en sus 
benemeritos Capitulares 


de Loyzaga, 
Manuel [de 
Loaisaga, 
Manuel] 


Puebla de los 
Angeles : En la 
Imprenta de la 
Viuda de Miguel 
de Ortega 
[Manuela Cerezo] 


1745 


8vo. pp. (46), 180 fi.e. 178], (2). With engraving bound in. Pagination cf. Medina and copies at 
Biblioteca Nacional de México, SMU, and UT Austin. Recased in 18th c. vellum, with decorative 
unrecorded purple-gold Dutch paper front pastedown with a native American scene. Very rare 
first edition of this history of the Virgin of Ocotlan in Tlaxcala, written by the chaplain of the 
sanctuary, Manuel de Loyzaga. In the decades leading up to the appointment of Loyzaga, 
attempts had been made to encourage the cult of this statue of Mary, but it was Loyzaga who 
had raised over 90,000 pesos to fill the church with richly carved retablos and to construct a 
majestic octagonal chamber, a camarin, made by the Indian artist, Francisco Miguel, behind the 
altar. All of this excited the admiration of visiting dignitaries. Loyzaga’s work has an engraving of 
the wooden statue of the Virgin of Ocotlan, curtains drawn back to reveal the icon, which is 
surrounded by small flames. The subscription at the foot of the engraving announces the 
indulgence of 100 years granted by Gregory XV to the faithful. These kinds of prints were 
distributed to pilgrims who visited the shrine, together with pieces of bread kneaded with holy 
water. Images copied from Ocotlan were venerated in Tepeaca and Cordoba and supported by 
confraternities. Loyzaga’s account includes an in-depth description of the icon, the camarin, and 
miracles associated with it and the holy water that flowed from the burning tree from which it was 
sculpted. Loyzaga relied on tradition affirming that shortly after the conquest an Indian called 
Juan Diego was walking to obtain water to help the sick during a plague, when the Virgin 
appeared to him and guided him to “a thicket of occote trees, where the trunk of one of them 
opened, allowing water to flow forth. After taking the water to cure the sick, Juan Diego told the 
Franciscans at Tlaxcala of the apparition, but when they approached the occote thicket they 
found the tree burning with fire, albeit like the bush on Horeb, unconsumed by the flames. The 
next day, when they returned, Juan Diego and the Franciscans found an image of the Virgin in 
the tree and joyfully carried it to the nearby chapel of San Lorenzo, built on a small hill. The 
image was soon called Our Lady of Ocotlan, which was a corruption of the Nahuatl, meaning 'the 
Lady of occote that was burning.” (Brading, Mexican Phoenix: Our Lady of Guadalupe: Image 
and Tradition Across Five Centuries, p. 141-2) Printed by Manuela Cerezo (d. after 1753), the 
widow of the printer Miguel de Ortega y Bonilla. Cerezo inherited two Pueblan presses from her 
husband and purchased a third, which her son operated in Mexico City and was later transferred 
to Puebla. (See Gravier, “La misteriosa imprenta del Colegio del Espiritu Santo de la Compafia 
de Jesus” in “Historia de la Imprenta y la Tipografia Colonial en Puebla de los Angeles (1642- 
1821)”, Ill, p. 548). Dr. Antonio de Velasco, a wealthy cleric, funded the reprinting of Loyzaga's 
history in 1750. Subsequent chaplains continued to extend and decorate the sanctuary until it 
came to number among the most exquisite examples of churrigueresque architecture in New 
Spain 


770165 


Vita Miracolosa Della Serafica Santa Caterina da Siena. Composta 
dal B. P. F. Raimondo da Capua, gia M. Generale dell’Ordine de’ 
Predicatore, suo Confessore 


Da Capua, 
Raimondo ; 
Politi, Ambrogio 
Catarino 
(trans.) ; 
Valeggio, 
Francesco 
(engr.) 


Venice : Presso 
Bernardo Giunti, 
Gio. Batt. Ciotti et 
Compagni 


1608 


4to. pp. (8), 249, (6). Title within engraved illustrated border and portrait of Saint Catherine on p. 
(8), both by Francesco Valeggio (b. ca. 1560); 11 engravings of scenes from the life of the saint. 
Engraved head and tailpieces and initials. Vernacular abridgment of Capua's Vita of Catherine of 
Siena by a noted Sienese Dominican controversialist, Ambrogio Catarino Politi (1484-1553), of 
which the first edition was probably published in 1524 
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7007499 


[Hand-colored panorama featuring costumes of eighteen nuns] 


[Rome?] 


[ca. 
1830] 


16mo. [107mm high, opening out to 1320 mm long]; accordeon-style folding hand-colored 
lithographed panorama in 18 sections; folding into contemporary brown boards, and then housed 
in a later slipcase. The panorama is one of the earliest imprints that depict nuns’ habits in living 
color. It shows eighteen different habits illustrating the main orders as they appeared during the 
1830s, possibly a souvenir picked up in Rome, the central market for this form of illustrated guide 
to Catholic religious costumes. The proliferation of female monastic orders in the eighteenth and 
early nineteenth centuries very likely inspired the appearance of this publication, as ever more 
variegated color schemes and the incorporation of symbols and other accessories emerged to 
help distinguish the sisters of more recent foundations from earlier ones. The illustrations are 


titled “Oblata di Tor de’ Specchi”, “Monaca Olivetana’, “Monaca Filippina’, “Penitente di S. 
Agostino”, “Monaca di S. Domenico”, “Carmelitana Scalza’, “Monaca di S. Brigida”, “Monaca 
Camaldolese”, “Monaca Cisterciense’, “Cappuccina’, “Monaca Certosina’, “Religiosa 


Francescana detta Viva Sepolta”, “Monaca della S.S. Annunziazione dette Turchine”, “Monaca 


Sagramentata”, “Religiosa Paolotta’, “Religiosa Trinitaria’, “Monaca della Concezione” and 
“Monaca Orsolina” 


9453748 


Pamphilus Antonius Mazzara Dei, et apostolicee sedis gratia 
Episcopus Apruntinus, eidemquee S. Sedi immediate subjectus 
Sanctissimi D.N. Prelatus Domesticus, & Pontificio Solio assistens, 
Princeps Terami, Comes Status Beseminii, ac Baro Rocce S. 
Marize, Rapini, Collis veteris &c. 


[Teramo] 


1753- 
05-16 
[manus 
cript 
date] 


Single leaf [26.3 x 20.0 cm], letterpress form filled out in manuscript. Folded in the manner typical 
of such documents, with minor losses at the folds. Unrecorded 18'-century letterpress 
‘authenticum,’ or certificate of authenticity for a relic, printed for use in Teramo in Abruzzo and 
prominently displaying a woodcut and wax seal of the arms of Panfilo Antonio Mazzara, Bishop of 
Teramo (1721-66). The form is filled out in manuscript indicating that the relic in question — not 
included here - was a fragment of a tooth of St. Apollonia of Alexandria, whose 3'¢-century 
martyrdom involved the extraction of her teeth and who thus later became a saint especially 
venerated by both dentists and those suffering from tooth pain. The manuscript portion of the 
document notes that a fragment of a single tooth of the virgin martyr Apollonia was preserved in a 
small, golden, oval ‘theca’ (i.e., receptacle or case) with a glass back. The letterpress text remarks 
that the item was to be tied with a red silk string and the ‘authenticum’ stamped in red Spanish wax 
with the seal of the relevant official. The manuscript entry further notes the roles in acquiring and 
certifying the relic of Francesco Vivani, Bishop of Camerino and Fabriano (1695-1767), and a 
certain P. Simpliciano, a Discalced Augustinian from San Ludovico. Simple parchment slips serving 
as ‘authentica’ for relics are among the oldest surviving examples of Latin handwriting in the context 
of early Christianity. The use of letterpress forms as ‘authentica’ was firmly established by the time 
this Apollonia relic was certified in 1753. The use of standardized print templates to authenticate 
relics suggests that so many relics were being “found” in this period that the medium of print offered 
some convenience over purely scribal practice, that a new inventorying of preexisting relics within 
a church or across larger ecclesiastical unit benefited from textual standardization, or even that 
print offered better protection against the forgery of ‘authentica’ than would have manuscript 
documents (on this matter see H. Leclerc, “Reliques et Reliquaires,” Dictionnaire d’archéologie 
chrétienne et de liturgie. Paris, Letouzey, 1948, vol. 14/2, cols. 2338-46) 
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9469421 | Origine Della Ven. Confrater. del SS. Crocifisso Nella Chiesa de’ Padua : per li 1780 8vo. pp. 142, with woodcut frontispiece printed to p. [2]; ornament to title and woodcut initial. In 
RR. PP. de’ Servi di M. V. in Padova. Aggregata all’Arciconfraternita Fratelli Conzatti an elaborate embroidered binding in white silk, with vertical stripes and decorative sequined 
del SS. Crocifisso di S. Marcello in Roma. L’Indulgenze, Grazie, e silver border with five metallic motifs on spine, and the arms of an archbishop (a Benedictine of 
Privilegi ad Essa concessi. | Capitoli della Costituzione, E |’Offizio the Cassinese Congregation) embroidered on both boards in colored silk and silver and gold 
che recitano i Confratelli nel! loro Oratorio la mattina di tutte le Feste; thread, all edges gilt, green silk endpapers; book labels of Jean Furstenberg and ‘J-J. S.’ on front 
aggiuntovi il Vespero de’ Morti, ed altre Orazioni free endpaper. First edition, in an elaborate armorial embroidered binding, of this seemingly 
unrecorded account of the origins, constitutions, and practices of the Confraternity of the Most 
Holy Cross, based at the Church of Santa Maria dei Servi in Padua. The volume describes 
indulgences, the rules of the confraternity from its foundation in 1675, the roles of its members 
(both male and female), the order of the processions throughout the year, and the office and 
prayers recited on feast days. Among the rules detailed are the prohibition on arms, the 
obligation to participate in four processions, the requirement to visit the sick, the form for 
accepting new members, and the prohibition on members leaving the confraternity 
9469427 | Memorie di Matilda La Gran Contessa Propugnacolo della Chiesa Fiorentini, Lucca: Appresso | 1642 4to. pp. 8, 355, (1), 170, (18). Added engraved illustrated title page reads: Memorie di Matilda la 
con le particolari notitie della sua vita e con l'antica serie degli Francesco M. Pellegrino Bidelli gran contessa d'ltalia da Francesco Maria Fiorentini restituita alla patria. Title and text within 
antenati da Francesco Maria Fiorentini restituita all'origine della (Francesco ruled borders. Initials; printed marginal notes. First edition of the biography of ‘la Grande 
patria Lucchese Maria) Contessa’ Matilda di Canossa (ca. 1046-1115), a staunch and powerful supporter of the papacy 
and patron of monasticism, by Francesco Maria Fiorentini (1603-1673). Matilda became a myth 
in Italy, which found its expression in numerous artistic, musical and literary designs as well as 
miracle stories and legends. This legacy reached its peak during the Counter-Reformation and 
the Baroque Period 
9469428 | Memorie della Gran Contessa Matilda restituita alla patria Lucchese | Fiorentini, Lucca : Nella 1756 4to. pp. (24), 468 [i.e. 472], 347. Engraving reproducing a miniature showing the Canossan monk 
da Francesco Maria Fiorentini Seconda edizione Illustratacon Note | Francesco M. Stamperia di Donizo offering his poem to Matilde (Cod. Vat. Lat. 4922). Second edition of this biography of ‘la 
Critiche, e con l'aggiunta di molti documenti appartenenti a Matilda, | (Francesco Vincenzo Giuntini Grande Contessa’ Matilda di Canossa (ca. 1046-1115), a staunch and powerful supporter of the 
ed alla di Lei Casa da Gian-Domenico Mansi Della Congregazione Maria) papacy and patron of monasticism, by Francesco Maria Fiorentini (1603-1673) (first, 1642, see 
Della Madre di Dio Bib# 9469427). Fiorentini, claimed that Matilda was born in Lucca, an assumption reinforced by 
the above-mentioned miniature in the Vita Mathildis, composed by Donizo between 1111 and 
1115, where Matilda is referred to as 'Resplendent Matilda’ (Mathildis Lucens). Since the Latin 
word ‘lucens’ is similar to ‘lucensis’ (‘of/from Lucca’), this may also be a reference to Matilda's 
birth place. Other scholars believe that she was born elsewhere. Matilda became a myth in Italy, 
which found its expression in numerous artistic, musical and literary designs as well as miracle 
stories and legends. This legacy reached its peak during the Counter-Reformation and the 
Baroque Period 
9469429 | Memorie storico-critiche della Gran Contessa Matilda raccolte da Erra, Carlo A. Rome : Per 1768 8vo. pp. xxiv, 174, (2). Pages 157-159 incorrectly numbered 357-359. Folded engraved 
Carlantonio Erra Milanese della Congregazione della Madre di Dio (Carlo Antonio) | Arcangelo illustration at end, entitled: Mathildis comitissae genealogia ex Vaticano codice primum 


Casaletti Dati 


deprompta a clariss. viro Stephano Borgia sacrae congreg. indulgentiarum a secretis iterum 
minori forma publici iuris facta a Carolo Antonio erra congregationis clericor regular matris dei. 
Initials; tailpieces. Biography of biography of ‘la Grande Contessa’ Matilda di Canossa (ca. 1046- 
1115), a staunch and powerful supporter of the papacy and patron of monasticism, by Father 
Carlo Antonio Erra (1695-1771). Matilda became a myth in Italy, which found its expression in 
numerous artistic, musical and literary designs as well as miracle stories and legends. This 
legacy reached its peak during the Counter-Reformation and the Baroque Period 
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9469033 


Exercices de charité, Etablis dans I’Hétel-Dieu de la Ville de 
Potiancé, Diocése d’Angers, en faveur des Dames de charité & des 
Maitresses d’école, qui desirent apprendre a bien saigner & panser 
toutes sortes de plaies & d’ulceres, s’instruire dans la connoissance 
& le choix des drogues simples, dans la démonstration & distinction 
des plantes usuelles de la Médecine, & a faire les compositions & 
opérations de Chimie, pour les distribuer aux pauvres dans villes & 
dans les campagnes. Avec Un Catalogue des compositions qui se 
font chaque année audit Hétel-Dieu 


[Hospitaliéres 
de l'Hétel-Dieu 
of Pouancé] 


Angers : Chez 
Pierre-Louis 
Dubé, Imprimeur 
du Clergé 


1755 


8vo. ff. (24) on thick paper. Bound in contemporary sprinkled calf, gold stamped lettering piece 
laid to spine, spine painted in gold with fleurs-de-lis, marbled endpapers, red silk ribbon 
bookmark, all edges gilt. Woodcut headpiece and typographic borders. Cancelled contemporary 
ownership inscription on title, additional contemporary ownership inscription of bottom margin of 
title (“De Notre Monastere de St. Joseph de I’hatel Dieu de la fleche”). Very rare first and only 
edition of this unusual medical-pharmaceutical work, here in an example that once belonged to 
the female Hospitalieres de St. Joseph de I’Hotel-Dieu at La Fléche. Only 1 copy of this work is 
recorded (Bibliothéque nationale de France), although in 1875, a copy was recorded at the 
Bibliotheque d’Angers (A. Lemarchand, no. 3259). Scientific and medical publications by women 
in early modern Europe appeared less frequently than did devotional, artistic and literary works, 
making the present volume especially noteworthy. The ‘Exercices de charite’ is at once a 
description of and a sort of commercial prospectus for an annual teaching program in which girls 
and women from the countryside around Pouancé were brought in for two months during the 
spring to learn the basics of ‘first aid,’ bleeding, and, most importantly, the making of medicines. 
The dedication to Le Comte de la Vauguyon (Antoine-Paul-Jacques de Quelen [1706-72)]) is 
signed collectively by the women as, “Les trés-humbles & trés-obéissantes servantes, Les 
Hospitalieres de I’Hétel-Dieu de la Ville de Pollancé en Anjou.” The ultimate goal of the institute 
was to ensure a healthy workforce, greater productivity, a decrease in vagabondage, etc. The 
workings of this yearly program are more outlined than detailed in the ‘Exercices de charite.’ 
This, coupled with the fact the book was printed on deluxe, thick paper in a typographically quite 
decorative, even lavish manner, suggests that the volume was intended as a prospectus to 
impress patrons and inspire them to send girls from their estates to Pouancé for instruction. The 
most extensive portion of the work discusses the production of medicine, culminating in a 32- 
page list of some 550 drugs produced at the I’Hétel-Dieu de Pouancé, from plants grown in the 
establishment's garden or from botanicals found in its surroundings. Les Soeurs Hospitaliéres de 
Pouancé owe their origin to Marguerite-Frangoise de Thierry de Langeraye, who in 1703 was 
sent from her community at Angers to found a hospital there. She was also responsible for the 
establishment of the annexed “école de pharmacie” (for this history see G. Hautreux, 
Monographie de Madeleine de Pouancé,” Mémoires de I’Académie des sciences, belles-lettres et 
arts d’Angers, ser. 5, vol 7 (1904), pp. 389-449, esp. 419-25). The contemporary ownership 
inscription on the title page of this volume refers to the female religious congregation of 
Hospitallers of St Joseph founded in La Fléche in 1636 by Jéréme le Royer de la Dauversiére 
and Marie de la Ferre. The aim of this female medical community was to establish a religious 
congregation of hospitallers in New France, a mission best known today by its central place in 
the foundation of Montréal 


9384374 


Nos Frater [blank] Venerabilis Archiconfraternitatis S[ancti]s[si]mi 
Cordis Jesu de Urbe Prior. Dilectis Nobis in Christo Confratribus 
Confraternitatis S[ancti]s[si]mi Cordis Jesu 


[Arciconfraternit 
a del 
Santissimo 
Cuore di Gesu 
de S. Teodoro 
al Palatino] 


Rome 


[ca. 
1740] 


4to. pp.16. 4 identical copies bound uniformly in original sprinkled wrappers. Half-page engraving 
of Sacred Heart and woodcut initial. Unrecorded first and only edition of this 18"-century 
enrollment booklet for the Arciconfraternita del Santissimo Cuore di Gest at the Roman church of 
S. Teodoro al Palatino, here internally left blank as issued. The 4 somewhat cockled booklets, a 
rare survival of “new old stock” printing from the hand-press era, nestle together nicely as a unit, 
and each one carries a half-page of the Sacred Heart with its standard iconography (the heart 
surrounded by flames, wreathed with the crown of thorns, and surmounted by a cross). The 
devotion of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus (Santissimo Cuore di Gesu, Sacratissimum Cor 
Jesu) dates from at least the 12" century but grew in popularity from the late 17*-century to 
become one of the most widely practiced of the Catholic devotions. The Archconfraternity at San 
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Teodoro — the first in Rome devoted to the Sacred Heart — was founded in 1727 and empowered 
to enlist other confraternities under its rubric. The present booklets served as a summary 
introduction to new enrollees, discussing privileges, obligations, indulgences, and administrative 
procedures for confraternities, be they male or female (“utriusque sexus,” “Confratres, & 
Consorores,” p. 2), wishing to join. Several gaps in the printed text were meant to be filled in by 
hand to record the specific institution seeking enrollment and the signatures of the proper officials 
at San Teodoro. The latest date in the text is 1736 (p. 5) suggesting a date of printing during the 
late 1730s or early 1740s, likely under the papacy of Clement XII (1652-1740) 


9469034 


[Group of over four dozen ex-voto woodcuts of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus] 


[Italy? ; Rome?] 


Single-sided woodcuts [ca. 13.9 x 10.0 cm and 10.3 x 9.8 cm], (35) ff. square and (20) ff. 
rectangular woodcuts on two varieties of laid paper. Extraordinary unused stock of 18"- 
century(?) ex-voto woodcuts depicting the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus (Santissimo Cuore di 
Gesu), presumably of Italian origin, likely from Rome, perhaps from the Archconfraternity at San 
Teodoro al Palatino. Over four dozen woodcuts (most on square, rather thin laid paper, some on 
rectangular, rather thick laid paper) are of the sort that would have been available in church for 
purchase for a small sum by the faithful, who would post a heart next to an altar or sacred image 
as thanks for a prayer granted or in exchange for an anticipated favor from a saint. A great 
variety of painted, sculpted or metalwork ex-votos survive from the early modern period, but only 
very rarely are the simplest, least costly, most ephemeral ex-votos, i.e., those printed on paper, 
to be found today. Even more uncommon is to find such ex-votos in an undistributed group, as 
here. Several of square woodcuts carry a watermark of a star within a circle surmounted by a 
cross, while a few of the rectangular woodcuts retain a partial watermark of an anchor. At the 
edge of a few of the square woodcuts can just be glimpsed a sliver of trimmed letterpress text 
(was wastepaper used?), which might help to localize their production. The devotion of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus (Santissimo Cuore di Gest or Sacratissinum Cor lesu) dates from at least 
the 12 century but grew from the late 17'-century to become one of the most widely practiced of 
the Catholic devotions. It was greatly popularized by the nun and mystic Marguerite-Marie 
Alacoque (1647-1690), who received revelations about this visual symbol of Christ's humanity at 
her convent in Paray-le-Monial, France in 1692. The devotion was a particular favorite of the 
Society of Jesus, which advanced it even as papal approval lagged. The Archconfraternity at San 
Teodoro, founded in 1727, was the first in Rome devoted to the Santissimo Cuore di Gesu. The 
ex-votos of the Most Sacred Heart conform in iconography to the heart of Alacoque’s vision: a 
heart surrounded by flames, wreathed with the crown of thorns, a lance wound in its side, and 
surmounted by a cross 


9553293 


Memorie Istoriche appartenenti alla Vita della Gloriosa Vergine S. 
Berta Abbadessa scritte da Lorenzo Cantini e dedicate a S. A. R. il 
Serenissimo Ferdinando |. di Borbone Infante di Spagna Duca di 
Parma Piacenza, e Guastalla ec. ec. ec. 


Cantini, 
Lorenzo 


Florence : Nella 
Stamperia Gia’ 
Albizziniana All 
Insegna del Sole 


1795 


4to. pp. IV, 72 plus engraved portrait. Bound in contemporary publisher's patterned stiff 
wrappers. Ex-libris label of Piero Gerini (d. 1938?) on cover. Fourth recorded copy of this treatise 
on the 12" century Benedictine nun Berta de Bardi (d. 1163), considered alongside St. Humility 
(d. 1310) to be one of the founders of the female Vallombrosian reform movement. For Abbess 
Berta and her nuns, perpetual silence was strictly enforced; the rule of enclosure could not be 
breached under any circumstances; and manual work was forbidden to those professed — it was 
the Vallombrosians who developed the system of employing lay-brothers and sisters to perform 
secular chores, known as ‘conversi.’ Contrary to her designation as ‘santa’ here, Berta was only 
ever beatified. Partly drawing on earlier biographies of Berta (1685 and 1730), Cantini discusses 
sources on her life, the posthumous migration of her relics, and modern developments in her 
Cultus — for example quoting a lengthy letter dated 1671 attesting to the remarkable state of 
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preservation of her corpse. A very recent miracle had also occurred in Berta’s own Convent of St. 
Felicia: on the 29" of December 1793, one of the nuns (Maria Anna Peruzzi) was saved from 
peril through Berta’s intercession. During lunch with her sisters in the Refectory, Maria choked on 
a piece of the fish known as Parago, but due to her strict vow of silence she did not wish to 
disturb the others by crying out, nor could she explain her distress. She began vomiting blood; 
neither the doctor not the surgeon was available, so she sought refuge in the convent garden, 
where she prayed to an image of the BVM, and was presently rescued by a conversa, Suor 
Nonziata Fossi, who applied her ‘veil of St Berta’ to the afflicted’s throat and prayed three Ave 
Marias (pp. 70-71) 


9510782 


[Book-shaped portable shrine in two compartments] 


[Bohemia or 
Austria] 


[18th 
century 
, after 
1729] 


122 x 87 x 26 mm box in the form of a binding, covers opening to two compartments, on both 
front and back, each containing a pink silk-lined recessed case filled with coils of twisted gilt and 
silver wire, including stylized flowers and six small blue and white woven pouches containing 
folded papers, attached to the surface with spiraling silver wire, the same blue and white fabric 
used to line the interior edges of the cases. At center of each an oval with a watercolor image of 
a saint mounted on a raised silk platform framed in pink and gold pleated ribbons. St. Peter in the 
front box and St. Francis in the lower box, the latter with an additional gold “lace” frame with 
small attached pearls. Facing inner covers with a hand-colored engraving of St. John Nepomuk 
(labeled in the plate “H. Johann v. Nepo”) inside the front cover, and inside the back cover a 
painted miniature on parchment of the Virgin within a floral and fruit border, at the foot a green 
wreath enclosing a manuscript caption in gold ink: “Wer wird also tilgen rein Wie die Mutter 
Gottes seyn,” the miniature framed in a border of couched gold loops. The covers of brown 
glazed linen over laminated parchment boards are decorated in bas-relief with densely applied 
couched frisure (metal spiraled wire), both covers with a double border, square cornerpieces, and 
a pair of false “attaches” for clasps consisting of appliqués of couched hammered and shaped 
metal strips over flattened gold loops (lacking one attach on lower cover); at center of upper 
cover the IHS monogram topped with a cross, with flaming sacred heart below, and at center of 
lower cover the Marian monogram with heart below; plain spine, “textblock edges’ of striped blue 
and white silk edged in rows of gold loops. Edges worn with abrasions at corners (revealing the 
laminated parchment). This complex and colorful devotional artifact, which incorporates a variety 
of artistic media, including embroidery with metallic threads, painting and printmaking, was 
almost certainly produced in Austria or Central Europe, where the Bohemian John Nepomuk, 
canonized in 1729, was a favorite saint. His engraved image is placed prominently inside the 
front cover, before the paintings of Saints Peter and Francis, and in an equal position to the 
painting of the Virgin, inside the lower cover. Glimpses of tiny folded papers can be caught within 
the 12 folded strips of cloth in each compartment. Unlike Breverl, South German portable 
amulets which can often be easily opened (although doing so was considered sacrilegious, and 
destructive of the Breverl’s protective powers, see Bib# 8042471 and 9381889 in this collection), 
the present shrine or talisman would be badly damaged were one to attempt to remove the 
pouches to examine these folded papers or documents. One must therefore speculate as to their 
contents: miniature printed prayers or Saints’ names, woodcut images, seeds or crushed herbs? 
All are possible, given the evidence of Breverl and similar mixed-media popular religious objects 
of the early modern period. This little book-box-shrine testifies to the powerful image of the book 
as a talisman against evil. While bibliopegic cases for amulets are not unknown, in this example 
the decoration enhances the illusion. The silver-gilt decoration was no doubt much brighter when 
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first produced; in contrast, the silver coils of the internal compartments are untarnished, having 
been protected from the light as well as the effects of handling. While the lavish use of silver and 
gilt metal coils implies that this object could have been produced in a specialized embroiderer’s 
workshop, nuns were perhaps the most well-known dedicated fabricants of “klosterarbeit” 
devotional objects such as this one 


In 
process 


Bulla Monasterii Sanctae Mariae Magdalenae Ordinis Sancti 
Augustini Convertitarum de Urbe 


Clement VII 
[de’ Medici, 
Giulio] ; Leo X 
[de’ Medici, 
Giovanni] 


Rome : Francesco 
Minizio Calvo [or 
Antonio Blado 
Asolano] 


1525 


4to. pp. (16). Bound in modern patterned boards. With impressions of bearer type on the final 
leaf. For the attribution of the printing, see Barberi, Le edizioni romane di Francesco Minizio 
Calvo. Firenze, 1952, p.78; Fumagalli, Belli, and Vaccari, Catalogo delle edizioni romane di 
Antonio Blado Asolano ed eredi (1516-1593). Rome, 1961, p. 316. Extraordinarily rare first 
edition of the papal bull, “Cum ex corpore” (13 August 1525), that endowed the monastery of the 
Convertite (a community of reformed prostitutes), and re-confirmed its rules, privileges, and 
indulgences. Issued by Pope Clement VII (Giulio de’ Medici, 1478-1534), who played a key role 
in the monastery’s founding, the bull granted the convent 50 scudi a month as alms and assigned 
20 percent of the incomes from the estates of the penitents for the convent’s upkeep. In the event 
of a total bequest, the monastery would take care of the woman's children. From some registers 
of the time it appears that in 1553, the Confraternita della Carita had spent 60,000 scudi, thanks 
to the help of wealthy benefactors and public alms that could be deposited in a box, placed under 
a Marian aedicule on the Milvian bridge with the inscription “Per le povere Convertite”. The bull is 
preceded by an equally rare breve of Leo X (Giovanni de Medici, 1475-1521), dated 1521, stating 
that the Convertite and their convent are under the care of the Arciconfraternita della Carita and 
that the rule that they are to follow is the one used in a convent for repentant prostitutes in Paris 
— the long-established Ordo sanctae Mariae Magdalenae de Poenitentia. The Constitutioni, in 
keeping with the rule of St. Augustine, emphasized modesty, chastity, literacy, and silence (see 
P. Jones, Altarpieces and Their Viewers in the Churches of Rome from Caravaggio to Guido 
Reni. Farnham, 2008, p. 212 ff). The history of the Convent of Santa Maria Maddalena delle 
Convertite at Rome began with the establishment of the Compagnia della Carita, founded in 
1518 by Cardinal Giulio de’ Medici (the future Clement VII). On 28 January 1520, Pope Leo X 
elevated the Compagnia to the level of an archconfraternity, and gave it permission to sponsor a 
new convent for repentant prostitutes and courtesans who wished to take up the cloistered life. 
The monastery, built next to the church of S. Lucia alla Colonna al Corso (which for the occasion 
changed its name to S. Maria Maddalena, the first redeemed prostitute), was established by Leo 
X on 19 May 1520 with the bull "Salvator Noster Jesus," specifying that the spiritual and financial 
regulation of the convent was to be administered by the Arciconfraternita della Carita. The nuns 
were carefully selected by the Archconfraternity, which took pains to ensure that the women who 
sought entrance were truly repentant and sought Christ, lest the monastery become simply the 
last refuge for women who did not truly renounce their sinful ways, but were forced to give up 
prostitution. With Clement VII's bull “Cum ex corpore”, the convent flourished 
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In 
process 


[Four books printed on the press of the Convertite at Venice, La 
tipografia del monastero di Santa Maria Maddalena alla Giudecca, 
bound with a fifth Venetian imprint] 


Venice : In 
coenobio sanctae 
Mariae 
Magdalenae per 
monialium 
poenitentiu(m) 
manus. 
Venundatur in vico 
sanctae Mariae 
formosae ad 
signum Spei 


1558- 
59 


Bound in 18th c. Italian parchment over boards, citron morocco label, gilt. Edges sprinkled red. 
Stamp (Franciscan emblem and initials S.M.D.N.) of the Poor Clares of the Monastero Santa 
Maria Donnaregina, Naples (suppressed and dissolved in 1861.) The four works printed by the 
Convertite with early underscores; the fourth work with one marginal note (a reference to the 
Council of Trent) and the fifth work with underscores and marginal notes. The underscores and 
annotations in all of the works are in the same hand and pre-date the 18'*-century binding. The 
same reader has added a contents summary on the title recto and verso of the first work in the 
volume. Four books printed by the Convertite of Venice at the Augustinian monastery of Santa 
Maria Maddalena, bound with a fifth Venetian imprint, by Antonio Bruciolo. The Augustinian 
convent was founded in the mid-15th century and annexed to an oratory dedicated to Saint Mary 
Magdalene at the western end of the Giudecca. It was occupied by the "Convertite," a community 
of nuns made up of penitent ex-prostitutes, concubines, and adulteresses modelling their convent 
on that of another group of Convertite, founded at Rome in 1520. In 1542, they occupied a house 
of their own, and in 1551 were granted permission to establish a convent. From 1557 to 1561, 
the nuns of this rapidly growing congregation printed at least 25 devotional volumes in Latin and 
Italian. The woodcut printer's device depicts Saint Mary Magdalene, her naked body concealed 
by her long hair. She appears in the sky, held aloft by angels, and adored by four nuns. The nuns 
signed their imprints “In coenobio sanctae Mariae Magdalenae per monialium poenitentium 
manus.” The printing house operated in association with the Venetian bookshop “al Segno della 
Speranza’ in the vicinity of Santa Maria Formosa, and some of the books’ title pages announced 
the address of the bookshop, "In vico Sanctae Mariae Formosae ad Signum Spei." The 
typographic experiment of the Convertite was shut down after the execution of the first rector of 
the monastery, father Zuan Piero (Giovanni Pietro) Leoni from Valcamonica in 1561, who was 
convicted of having raped at least 20 nuns and having drowned their babies. For a thorough 
examination of the Convertite of Venice, see L. McGough, "Raised from the devil's jaws": A 
convent for repentant prostitutes in Venice, 1530-1670.” Ph D thesis, Northwestern University, 
1997. 

Contents: 

1. Bonaventura da Bagnoregio, Sancti Bonaventuree S.R. Eccle. Car. Ordinis Minorum. 
De preeparatione Sacerdotis Missam celebraturi Libellus sané pulcherrimus, ac 
perquam utilis. Venice, In coenobio sanctee Marize Magdalenze per monialium 
poenitentiu[m] manus. Venundatur in vico sanctee Marize formosee ad signum Spei, 
1558. 

8vo. ff. 11. Printer’s mark: Barbieri b, motto |. 

2. _ Isidorus Hispalensis, Beati Isidori Hispalensis Quondam Archi-episcopi, de Officiis 
Ecclesiasticis libri duo, ante annos. DCCCC. Ab eo editi, & nu[n]c ex vetusto codice in 
lucem restituti. Venice, In coenobio sanctee Marize Magdalenee per monialiu[m] 
poenite[njtium manus. Veneunt in vico sanctee Marize formosee ad signum Spei, 1559. 

8vo. ff. 47, (1). Printer’s mark: Barbieri b, motto I. 

3. Johann Heynlin, Resolutorium dubiorum circa celebrationem missarum occurrentium, 
Per venerabilem patre[m] dominu[m] loannem de Lapide, Doctorem Theologum 
Parisiensem, ordinis cartusiensis, ex sacrorum Canonum, probatorumq[ue] doctoru[m] 
sententiis diligenter collectum. Summa dubiorum in hoc opere resolutoru[m]. Venice, 
In coenobio sanctee Marize Magdalenee per] monialiu[m] poenitentiu[m] manus. 
Venundatur in vico sanctee Marize formosee ad signum Spei, 1559 
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8vo. ff. 39, (1). Printer’s mark: Barbieri b, motto |. Two other copies in 
North America: Illinois, Johns Hopkins (Bib# 7595990). A guide to 
resolving doubts about the celebration of the Mass, written by Johann 
Heynlin (Baden, ca. 1430 — Basel, 1496), who established the first printing 
press in France, at Paris in 1470. 

4. Peter Lombard, Summa Theologize, ab Universitate Theo. Parisi. lam olim ultra 100 
annu[m] a 4 libris Sententiaru[m] Mag. Pet. Lombardi Epscopi Parisiensis excerpta, 
Atq[ue] in libros quatuor itidem redacta, ac nunc primum in lucem eedita, & typis 
excussa. Venice: In coenobio sanctee Marize Magdalenee per monialium poenitentium 
manus. Venundatur in vico sanctae Mariae formosee ad signum spei, 1559. 

8vo., ff. 48. Printer’s mark: Barbieri b, motto I. 

5. Nicolas Cabasilas; Hervet, Gentien (trans.), Nicolai Cabasilae de Divino Altaris 
sacrificio. Maximi de mystalogia, hoc est, de introductione ad Sacra Ecclesiae 
mysteria, seu Sacramenta. Divi Chrysostomi & Divi Basilii sacrificii, seu mie ritus, ex 
Sacerdotali greeco. Gentiano Herveto Aurelio interprete. Venice, Per Alexandrum 
Bruciolum & fratres ejus, 1548 

8vo. ff. (8), 142. First edition of Gentien Hervet’s Latin translation of 
“Interpretation of the Divine Liturgy” by the Byzantine mystic and 
theologian Nicholas Kabasilas. The book was printed by the Florence-born 
author, editor, translator and publisher Antonio Bruciolo (1487-1566), who, 
together with his brothers Francesco and Alessandro, printed books at 
Venice from 1540 to 1548 in Campo Ss. Filippo e Giacomo. Brucioli’s 
Italian translation of the New Testament was published by the bookshop 
“ad Signum Spei’, where the books printed by the Convertite were sold 


9645653 


D. Catharinee Senensis Virginis S[ancti]s[si]mee. Ord. Preedicatorum | [Galle, Cornelis 
Vita ac Miracula selectiora Formis eeneis expressa I] 


Antwerp : Apud 
Philippum 
Gallzeum [Philip 
Galle] [and Jan 
Moretus] 


1603 


4to. pp. (2) [blank], (6) including engraved title-page, ff. (33) of plates comprising portrait and 
XXXII numbered scenes, pp. (8) of Flemish letterpress, pp. (8) of French letterpress. Bound in 
contemporary gilt-tooled vellum with ‘IHS’ emblem on both covers. Inscription from George 
Chamberlain to his sister on first blank, probably ca. 1615. Rare first edition, in a most 
unsophisticated state, of this splendid suite of Galle engravings illustrating the life and miracles of 
the St. Catherine of Siena. This copy was presented to a Recusant nun, Frances Chamberlain, 
sister of the Recusant priest (and later Dean of Ghent), George Chamberlain (1576-1634), son of 
an English Catholic exile. The inscription reads in full: “Mirabilis Deus in Sanctis suis / George 
Chamberlayne Prestre, desirant l'intercession de ceste glorieuse Saincte, prié a bien aymée 
soeur, & devote religieuse, sceur Francoise Chamberlayne, se souvenir de luy, en ses 
devotions.” Not only does the inscription suggest how the book passed between Recusant hands 
and into a convent — presumably shortly after its publication, when Chamberlain was still merely 
a ‘priest’ - but it also hints at how such ‘picture books’ were used during the Early Modern period. 
In this case, Sister Frances would have studied the images — referring to the explanatory 
vernacular text bound at the rear — in the hope of the particular intercession of St. Catherine in 
her daily life. Galle’s 32 plates dissect the composite imagery of the murals of Francesco Vanni 
completed on the walls of the Chapel of Saint Catherine in Siena between 1593-1596. Drawing 
on the text of Raymond of Capua’s biography of the saint for inspiration, the painter Vanni's lively 
and dramatic images were first engraved by Pieter de Jode ca. 1597 in Siena to form the first 
‘Vita illustrata’ of the Dominican nun ever published (Bib# 8064258): the present work seems to 
be the second such Vita. Wegner (“Heroizing Saint Catherine: Francesco Vanni's ‘Saint 
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Catherine of Siena Liberating a Possessed Woman” Woman's Art Journal Vol. 19 (1998), pp. 31- 
37) states that around 1600, Catherine's imagery began to depict her as an active, powerful, and 
authoritative figure, which is reflected in Vanni’s designs. The present copy is highly unusual, if 
not unique, in preserving both versions of the vernacular explanatory text — perhaps indicating 
that most copies were not intended for vernacular readers. This letterpress was printed at the 
Plantin press by Jan Moretus |, but each version is recorded separately in Imhof’ bibliography 
(Jan Moretus and continuation of the Plantin Press, 055 (French letterpress) & O56 (Dutch 
letterpress)) 


9553294 


La Muger Fuerte. Por Otro Titulo, la Vida de D. Maria Vela, Monja 
de San Bernardo en el Convento Santa Ana de Avila. Escrita por el 
Doctor Miguel Gongales Vaquero su Confessor, natural de la misma 
ciudad. Dirigida a Christo Crucificado 


Gonzalez 
Vaquero, 
Miguel 


Madrid : Por la 
viuda de Alonso 
Mart{in] 


1618 


Ato. ff. (8), 232, (8). Several misfoliations; f. T1 misbound after T7. Bound in modern half-calf 
over brown cloth with gilt title on spine. Contains engraived portrait of Vela, missing in later 
editions. Margins of title page and final six leaves repaired, with loss to a few letters of motto and 
printer's name. Early inscription of “M[adrJe Sor M[ariJa de la Santissima Trinidad [or Eternidad?]” 
on title page. Although there must have been dozens of nuns going by the name Maria de la 
Santissima Trinidad during the 17th century, there are two famous ones. The first (1604-1660) 
was a third order Dominican whose own biography was printed in Madrid in 1671. The other 
(Seville, 1610-1653), experienced the stigmata at 16, and entered a Mercedarian convent in 
1629 already suffering from ill health. Her stigmata returned, and were subjected to minute 
examination by her superiors. Extremely rare first edition (only other two copies in Spain, and 
one at the Biblioteca Nazionale in Rome) of this Golden-Age biography of a convulsive nun who 
became convinced that self-mortification held the key to reforming her convent. Replete with a 
small engraved portrait of the nun on the title page -the only edition as such — the present work 
was brought to the press with almost unbelievable alacrity. Sor Maria Vela died on the 24th 
September, 1617; the earliest license in Vaquero’s biography is dated from Avila the 5th May, 
1618, probably evincing the remarkable popular interest in her cultus. Born in 1561, Maria Vela y 
Cueto was raised in Avila and entered the local Cistercian convent of Santa Ana at the age of 
fifteen, carried by her sisters because she was too ill to cross the threshold herself. “When Maria 
Vela y Cueto [...] declared that God had personally ordered her to take only the Eucharist as 
food and to restore primitive dress and public penance in her aristocratic convent, the entire 
religious community, according to her confessor, ‘rose up in wrath.’ Yet, when Vela died, her 
peers joined with the populace to declare her a saint [....]” (S. Laningham, Maria Vela y Cueto: 
Autobiography and Letters of a Spanish Nun, Tempe, 2016). Prone to spastic fits, Maria Vela 
was suspected of demonic possession by her peers but was cleared by the Inquisition. Despite 
her poor health, Vela insisted that God required further suffering from her and subjected herself 
to varied forms of mortification. Living in what was perhaps the best possible time to be a female 
Spanish mystic, Vela drew admiration from across the denominational spectrum. Her spiritual 
confessor and author of the present work was a secular priest; and on *8r and v we find a 
compiled list of 2 Dominicans, 9 Jesuits, 3 Discalced Carmelites, 1 Cistercian, and 2 further 
secular clerics, all of whom lend their support to her cause 
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9553288 


Histoire Veritable Arivée de notre Tems [en la Ville de Beauvais]. 
Touchant Les conjurations et exorcismes fai[c]ts a Denise de la 
Caille possedée du Diable Avec les actes et proces-verbaux faits 
[sur les Lieux par le Commandement de M. I'Eveque du dit 
Beauvais] par l’ordre de L’eveque de Beauvais 


Le Pot, Laurent 


Paris : Chez 
Billaine 


1623 


8vo. ff. (6) [of 8], pp. 252. Title page supplied in 19th century manuscript. Bound in 18th century 
mottled French calf with gilt title and ornaments on spine. Ludwig Rosenthal’s description of this 
copy from an 1899 catalogue pasted onto flyleaf (according to the early note in German on rear 
endpaper). Extremely rare [see note on flyleaf: “(Sehr seltene Schrift). S. hinten’] sole edition of 
this harrowing day-by-day account of the possession and exorcism of an elderly weaver, Denise 
de la Caille, by a Dominican priest and his three male colleagues. Unlike cloistered women, 
whose episodes of mental instability were sometimes accepted as divinely-inspired, the secular 
de la Caille suffered her illness in the most abject terms. Covered in lice, unable to eat or drink, 
immobile, nearly blind, prone to violence, hallucinating, speaking in tongues and levitating, she 
was discovered by her exorcists to be hosting more than forty demons (an extreme case of 
multiple personality disorder?) — all of whom are named in the present work. Laurent Le Pot and 
his fellow clerics Germain Carre, Leonor le Boucher, and Claude Dadu began their work on de la 
Caille in August 1612, ending only in December. A demon named Briffault, for example, had 
entered Denise's body and was forced out only after having signed, with his claws, a confession 
placed before him by the exorcists. Day by day, de la Caille was subjected to the most agonizing 
exercises; finally, more demons were convinced to sign the procés-verbal: Lissi and Beelzebub, 
who emerged and then disappeared into her right arm; Satan, who signed on behalf of his legion 
and then retired to her left arm; Motelu, who was observed to vanish into her right ear; and so on. 
The poor survival rate of the work may reflect attempts to suppress it - exorcisms and witch- 
detecting having been highly discouraged during this period, contrary to popular belief. The title 
page might have been deliberately removed in order to perfunctorily disguise the work 


9553245 


Vive lesus. Coustumier et directoire pour les Sceurs religicuses de 
la Visitation Sainte Marie 


[Ordre de la 
Visitation de 
Sainte-Marie] 


Paris : Chez 
Francois Muguet, 
Imprimeur & 
Libraire ordinaire 
du Roy, & de 
Monseigneur 
l’Archevesque 
[and R. Ill Ballard] 


1667 


Ato. pp. [xvi], 160, 95,86, [2] and 3 plates. Twenty pages of printed music, one double-page 
folding and two folding engraved plates, woodcut title device. Contemporary vellum over stiff 
paper boards, spine damaged at the base, evidence of four pigskin ties. Contemporary 
inscription of the Visitandine convent of Sainte-Marie at Marseille The present book contains the 
requisites for establishing and running a Visitandine convent. Founded in 1610 by Saints 
Frangois de Sales and Jeanne de Chantal, the non-cloistered Order of the Visitation of Holy Mary 
stressed service, humility and moderation in its women members. The sisters educated young 
girls, cared for the sick and tended to the poor. This highly prescriptive manual details the 
convent hierarchy, outlines individuals’ duties and codifies daily life in regard to clothing, meals, 
reading, letter-writing, private meditation, cell decor and record keeping, even to the creation of 
the institutional archive. Other sections treat bell ringing, sewing winter garments, the liturgy for 
novices entering the convent and professing their faith, taking the habit, the liturgical calendar, 
ceremonial, prayers for daily services, feast days and special services and a list of 
transgressions and their punishments. The thirteen chants included in the volume were 
composed by St. Francis in his unique three-note melodic structure, undoubtedly for young girls 
with no musical training. These quires were printed by Ballard, whose family had the royal 
privilege for printing music from 1552 to 1763. The double-page engraving gives measured floor 
plans for an ideal convent. The second plate shows the outline of the barbette worn by the nuns. 
The third illustrates designs for a crucifix and for a cross for a rosary cross and a folding 
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9553292 


Toilette de M. L’Archevesque de Sens ou Response au Factum des 
Filles Sainte Catherine lés Provins, contre les Peres Cordeliers 


[Burlugay, 
Jean?] 


1669 


12mo. pp. (4), 5-83, (1). Bound in 18" century gilt-ruled calf. Late 18th century Italian bookseller’s 
ticket of the ‘Libreria Villa Boas’ (Torino) on pastedown. Extremely rare (only copy in America) 
sole edition of this libelous treatise attacking a convent of Franciscan nuns in Provins, some 50 
miles southeast of Paris, as well as the archbishop responsible for their supervision. The 
sensational case of the ‘filles de Sainte-Catherine’ began in 1648 and continued until at least 
1676, with some parallels to the allegations levelled during precisely the same period at the 
Convent of Port Royal, but it has failed to attract as much modern attention. As the title page 
states, the present work was composed in defense of the Franciscans (péres cordeliers) as a 
response to the infamous Factum pour les religieuses de Sainte-Catherine-lés-Provins contre les 
péres cordeliers (1668). The Factum was “purportedly addressed to their judges but intended for 
broad public distribution. In it they charged that the Franciscans ran Sainte-Catherine as a 
personal brothel, seducing and sometimes physically forcing the nuns into sexual relationships 
with friars while simultaneously plundering the convent’s treasury. The titillating Factum [...] told 
a story that borrowed narrative inspiration from contemporary novels and pornography. It quickly 
became a sensation. The Franciscan order denounced the work as an illegal defamatory libel 
[...]’ (L. Tuttle, From Cloister to Court: Nuns and the Gendered Culture of Disputing in Early 
Modern France” Journal of Women's History (2010) 22, 2, p. 14). The present work gives a 
somewhat tongue-in-cheek response of the friars to the Factum. The friars do not attempt to 
defend themselves against the allegations as much as they attempt to implicate and incriminate 
the Archbishop of Sens himself. Among their proofs, for example, are transcriptions of what they 
claim to be amorous letters between the nuns and the archbishop. Authorship of the work has 
been ascribed to Jean Burlugay (1624-1702), but this may not be correct, as Burlugay seems to 
have been a devoted disciple of the archbishop 


9531662 


Regola data dal padre S. Agostino alle monache [Bound with:] 
Constitutioni Delle RR. Monache de! Monastero di Santa Chiara della 
Croce da Montefalco dell'Ordine di S. Agostino in Rapallo 


Genoa : 
Stamperia 
Gesiniana / Massa 
: per Girolamo de 
Marini Stampatore 
Ducale 


1770/ 
1700 


2 very rare works in one small 4to volume. pp. 27, (1) [blank]; pp. 68. In a pretty ‘romantic’ 
binding in dark violet morocco with large fleuron impressed in blind at centre of covers, within a 
double golden border, spine nicely gilt in gold with floral tools, endpaper and pastedowns in 
original marbled paper, with the binder’s label at lower corner inside the upper cover “Luigi 
DeMartini legatore di libri- Genova, Strada Giulia’. First work: Engraved frontispiece depicting S. 
Augustin, with friars, and Christ, St. Peter and puttos looking him from the sky, signed at bottom 
in the copperplate “loann. Gottardi inv. et del.” and “N. Mogalli sculp.”. Title framed in a 
typographical border, with a woodcut vignette. The text contains the rules for the nuns belonging 
to the Augustinian order, in 80 articles. Second work: woodcut allegorical frontispiece depicting 
Santa Chiara da Montefalco, receiving the host from Christ in the heaven, with matching woodcut 
caption at bottom “N.S. Giesu Cristo communica S. Chiara da Monte Falco vergine e martire 
d'amore”. Printed title with large woodcut vignette enclosing the holy initials “HIS.” The text 
contains the rules for the nuns of the monastery devoted to Santa Chiara da Montefalco then 
existing in Rapallo (in Liguria region in Italy, on the west coast), belonging to the Augustinian 
order, divided in four parts, the first devoted to the daily rules for worship, the second to the rules 
of poverty and obedience, chastity, abstinence, seclusion; the third concerning the rules for the 
election of the abbess and the other minor roles in the daily life of the monastery; the fourth deals 
with the admission of novices, the way of instructing them, etc. This work is listed in only one 
copy in the Italian SBN online database (IT\ICCU\LIGE\006605), but is described without the 
woodcut frontispiece 
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9553290 | Vida Abreviada de la Ven. Madre Soror Francisca Dorotea, Illanez, Juan J. | Seville : Juan 1734 Small 4to. pp. (24), 165 [i.e. 145], (7). Pages 137-156 erroneously omitted in pagination, as 
Fundadora del Religiosissimo Convento de Dominicas Descalzas (Juan Joseph) Francisco Blas de issued. With a handful of ornamental woodcuts in text. Bound in contemporary vellum with 
de Sevilla, Que para extender sus noticias con mas facilidad a los Quesada [Col.] remains of ties. Small armorial stamp on flyleaf as well as blindstamp of ‘Carlos Pickman, Plaza 
devotos que las ignoran, y avivarlas en los que las saben, De orden de Alfaro, Sevilla’ [i.e. Carlos Pickman Jones, 1808-1883, an Anglo-Spanish ceramics titan]; 18" 
Superior, y a instancias de dichas Religiosas Da a luz, y dedica a century manuscript ownership inscription of Antonio Maria Romero y Orellana facing title page. 
Maria Sma. N. Sra. Venerada en su celebre imagen de los Reyes, Extremely rare sole edition of this pocket-sized biography of the Spanish Baroque nun Francisca 
por medio, y con el favor de los dos Ilustrissimos Cabildos, Dorothea (1558-1623), whose beatification process was begun in 1630 and placed on indefinite 
Eclesiastico, y Secular de dicha Ciudad, Protectores de la hold in 1777. As the title page states, the work was printed ‘by order of the Superior, and at the 
Beatificacion de la Sierva de Dios, Don Juan Joseph Illanez, behest of those nuns’ - likely to be read by the Discalced Dominicans of Dorothea’s own convent 
Presbytero as well as others. Illanez’s biography was evidently intended to further her causa, and includes a 
‘current state of beatification affairs’ in Chapter XXVII, up to the year 1733. Illanez acknowledges 
an earlier biography (1680) by the Jesuit Aranda, and presumably covers much of the same 
material here. However, the commentary of the progress of Dorothea’s ultimately unsuccessful 
causa is interesting: we read that a questionnaire with 91 ‘preguntas’ had been submitted to the 
Holy Congregation of the Rites, alongside the depositions of 27 nuns (“almost all eye-witnesses”) 
and 38 secular persons “much esteemed for their learning”. Urban VIII would not allow the causa 
to proceed until 50 years had passed since her death [i.e. 1673]; and in 1674 further 
questionnaires or ‘rotuli’ were sent around at the behest of Clement X. A new Procurator was 
appointed to examine the evidence in October of 1731, and submitted a positive report on their 
findings in January of 1732; a date of two years from the 4'" July 1733 was set for a further 
decision, and the author perhaps expected his publication of this Vida to coincide with an 
announcement of Dorothea’s beatification. OCLC shows two copies in US libraries. At least one 
copy (the Complutense) contains an engraving following the title page, depicting a fairly crude 
image of ‘Nuestra senora de los Reyes’. But the BNE copy does not, nor do the two US copies 
9553291 | Examen, et Discussion Critique de L'Histoire des Diables de de la Paris : Chez 1747 8vo. pp. xxix, (3), 521, (1), plus 6 pages of publisher's advertisements, as issued. Bound in 
Loudon, de la Possession des Religieuses Ursulines, et de la Menardaye, Debure I'Ainé, contemporary polished calf, spine richly gilt. Early ownership inscription of ‘J. Delaroche’ on title 
Condamnation d'Urbain Grandier, Par M. de la Menardaye, Prétre Jean B. (Jean Libraire page. Scarce first edition of this orthodox defense of the Ursuline nuns of Loudon by a Catholic 
Baptiste) priest, confirming their true possession by demons and their seduction by Urbain Grandier, an 


agent of the Devil. This celebrated case resulted in Grandier being burned at the stake in 1634, 
but was also the target of a Protestant polemic some 60 years later accusing the nuns and others 
involved of fraud, alleging that their convulsions were staged. “The Examen is written as a series 
of discussions between an uncle and his nephew. The nephew has read [the Histoire des Diables 
de Loudun (1693), by the Protestant] Aubin and was impressed, but the uncle convinces him, 
step by step, that Aubin is wrong. According to La Menardaye, the nuns, exorcists, 
Laubardemont, and judges were all people of the highest probity; the witnesses who came 
forward to testify produced a solid body of evidence against Grandier; Richelieu was concerned 
with moral standards and public order, not personal vengeance; the doctors did indeed find the 
devil’s marks on Grandier; and the nuns’ convulsions, levitation, and knowledge of foreign 
languages and secret thoughts were all valid.” (R. Rapley, A Case of Witchcraft: The Trial of 
Urbain Grandier. Manchester, 1998, pp. 215-216). La Menardaye also offers a useful survey of 
the extant literature on the nuns of Loudon in his preface — both printed as well as manuscript. A 
further edition was printed in 1749 
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9510784 


Breve compencio dell'origine, continuazione, e luminosi miracoli del 
Santuario detto della Fontana di Nostra Signora di Caravaggio 
borgo insigne nella Geradadda ducato di Milano consacrato da 
'SS.ri deputati dello stesso Santuario alla loro clementissima 
protettrice ed avvocata Maria santissima 


Milan : Appresso 
Gio. Batista 
Bianchi 


[173] 


12mo. pp. (1-8) 9-121, (1) [blank]. Final blank leaf removed. Woodcut frontispiece of the 
Madonna of Caravaggio printed on recto. Errata list at end. Contemporary pastepaper wrappers. 
Contemporary signature on verso of front flyleaf, Suor Maria Colomba Forza. One of four 
recorded copies (two in Italy, one at the University of Illinois) of this first edition of an entertaining 
pocket guide to the miracles and sanctuary of the Madonna of Caravaggio (also known as Santa 
Maria del Fonte). The story of Our Lady of Caravaggio may have ancient roots, as it bears 
certain traits of classical mythology. The first chapter of this anonymous miracle book celebrates 
the architectural glories of the village of Caravaggio (east of Milan, in the province of Bergamo), 
its relics and notable personalities (curiously enough without mentioning its most famous son, the 
painter Caravaggio). Chapters 2-4 relate the origins of the shrine. A peasant’s daughter, 
Giovanetta, had been forced into marriage by her father’s poverty with a brute named Francesco 
Varoli, who abused and beat her mercilessly, crimes which she met with uncomplaining humility, 
finding comfort in her quiet piety. One day in 1432, at her lowest point, covered with bruises 
inflicted not only by her husband but by his buddies as well, having spent the day cutting grasses 
for their flocks in the large pastures of Mazzolengo outside the town, feeling weary of life she 
despairingly appealed to the Virgin, who appeared. Giovanetta, wished to run home in fear of her 
spouse’s wrath but the Madonna urged her to kneel and listen. Mary declared that the people of 
Caravaggio owed her thanks, for she had interceded with her Son, who wished to destroy the 
town because of its inhabitants’ iniquity. After arguing him for 7 years, she finally obtained his 
agreement to spare the town. The Virgin ordained Giovanetta to inform her townspeople of this 
intercession and to have them build a Marian shrine. Mary assured Giovanetta that she would 
make the Caravaggians listen. Indeed, Giovanetta’s fervor and eloquence encountered no 
doubters, the Virgin's footprints appeared in a stone, along with a miraculous spring, in the very 
spot of Giovanetta’s vision. Chapters 5 and 6 describe the most important miracles of the shrine, 
chapter 7 its slightly rocky history (the many gifts left by pilgrims were somehow not making it into 
the coffers of the Church) and subsequent regulation by conjoined ecclesiastical and secular 
powers. Chapter 8 describes the most recent regulations, up to September 1772, of the 
Sanctuary and its adjacent hospital and Monte de Pieta; the 9th chapter is a guide to the 
Sanctuary and the interior of the church; and the 10th and final chapter relates the most recent 
miracles, from 1765 and 1772. The frontispiece of the guide shows the Virgin and kneeling 
Giovanetta with a plant and in the background the shrine; a scene often reproduced in popular 
prints. While our anonymous writer owes much to the two-part Storia dell'origine, progresso e 
prodigi del santuario di N. Signora di Caravaggio, first published in 1739, the work is original, as 
he hastens to assure his “devout readers” in the preface. One other edition is recorded, printed in 
Milan by Pasquale Agnelli. Some library cataloguers have erroneously dated that edition to 1772, 
but Agnelli’s earliest editions date to 1802. The owner who inscribed her name in this copy was 
probably a then quite young Sister Maria Colomba Forza of the convent of Saint Monaca in 
Ferrara, who died at the age of 80 in 1837 (Il Rosario: Memorie Domenicane, anno 8 (Rome 
1891), 498 


339 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


9531659 


[Hand-colored indulgence for Roman nuns with woodcut text: 
‘Braschi Cesnas Creatus Die XV Februa 1775 Pius VI P. M. S. Pietro 
in Vaticano S. Gio: Laterano S. Paolo Fuori di Roma S. Maria 
Maggiore’] 


Landini, Nicola 
A. M. (Nicola 
Angelo Maria) 


Rome 


1775- 
07-07 


Full folio sheet [50.0 x 37.0 cm]. Woodcut in embellished with contemporary hand-color, central 
cartouche in manuscript, signed with ink stamp, with wax seal at bottom left. Two unobtrusive 
mended tears entering the image at the right, small losses at the folds. Large, unrecorded 18*- 
century woodcut, decorated in contemporary hand-color, depicting Rome's 4 principal churches 
(S. Pietro, S. Giovanni in Laterano, Sta. Maria Maggiore and S. Paolo fuori le Mura) and 2 
principal icons (the Acheiropoieta Lateranensis and the Salus Populi Romani). The central blank 
cartouche of this visually striking print is filled in by hand with a plenary indulgence granted to a 
certain Father Mascioni in which he (extraordinarily) lists nuns and other women as co- 
beneficiaries of his relief from sin at the moment of death (‘in articulo mortis”). Signora Antonia 
Polenga (?), Sor. Filice Bancherini, Sor. Leonora, Sor. Crucifissa, Sor. Mitilde, Sor. Veronica, 
Sor. Francesca, Sor. Fortunata, Sor. Lucia, Orsola Belloni, and Orsola Rosati were perhaps 
under Mascioni’s charge or had done him some notable service. Other indulgences using a 
similar formula are rare and typically enumerate 12 secular family members or friends to share in 
the indulgence, never nuns. For similar indulgences, see: J. Mendham, The venal indulgences 
and Pardons of the Church of Rome. London, 1839, pp. 140-41; J. D. Michaelis, Relationes de 
libris novis, fasc. 1, Gottingen, 1752, p. 130; and A. G Welykyj, Supplicationes Ecclesiae Unitae 
Ucrainae et Bielarusjae, 1700-40. vol. 2. Rome, 1962, pp. 86-7, no. 528. Mascioni and these 
women might have been associated with a Roman church or were pilgrims visiting the holy 
places depicted in the woodcut. The document, dated 7 July 1775, likely relates to the 1775 
Jubilee, which was announced by Pope Clement XIV (died 22 September 1774) but presided 
over by Pius IV (elected 15 February 1775), whose portrait is seen at the top of the sheet. The 
sheet is signed with an ink stamp by Nicola Angelo Maria Landini (1695-1782), Titular Bishop of 
Porphyreon, whose wax seal is affixed to the bottom left corner of the document 


9531661 


Ragguaglio istorico della vita, miracoli, ¢ culto immemorabile della 
gloriosa vergine Santa Fina di Sangimignano raccolto a 
consolazione de' suoi Devoti e dedicato alla medesima santa da 
Pietro Paolo Maria de' Medici, Nobil Patrizio, e Accademico 
Fiorentino Seconda edizione nuovamente ristampata, e corretta, 
dedicata al merito sublime dell'lllustriss., e Reverendiss. 
Monsignore Pietro Franzesi Vescovo di Monte Pulciano [Bound 
with:] Esercizio sacro in apparecchio alla festa di Santa Fina 
Vergine di Sangimignano proposto da un sacerdote a divoti di detta 
santa 


de Medici, 
Pietro P. M. 
(Pietro Paolo 
Maria) 


Siena : Per 
Francesco Rossi 
Stampat. del 
Pubb. 


1781 


2 works bound together in a 12mo. vol. pp. XXXVI, 143, [1 blank]; pp. 84. Early boards covered 
with contemporary paper. Engraved frontispiece depicting Santa Fina in heaven, and in the 
landscape below her a bird-eye-view of her native town San Gimignano, in Tuscany. Only copy 
outside of Italy of this life and sacred exercises of the Medieval saint Fina di San Gimignano, of 
which the first edition was printed in 1750. Di San Gimignano, born Fina Ciardi (San Gimignano, 
1238-1253), is venerated as a saint by the Catholic Church. She was born into a family of fallen 
nobles, lived a very humble life and cultivated a devotion to the Madonna from an early age, almost 
only leaving the house to attend Mass. In 1248, she was struck by a serious illness (probably 
tuberculosis) and found relief in her deep religious faith. She refused a comfortable bed and 
decided to lie on an oak plank. As time went by and her illness worsened, her physical condition 
made her clinging to the wood of the table. During her illness, she lost her father and later her 
mother in an accidental fall. Despite these adversities, she showed gratitude to God and wished to 
be able to unite her soul with Christ. This immense devotion was an example for all the people of 
San Gimignano who often went to visit the poor sick, surprisingly receiving words of comfort from 
a girl who, despite all the pain suffered, showed herself serene and resigned to the will of God. On 
March 4 1253, after five years of suffering, St. Gregory the Great appeared in her room and 
predicted that she would pass away eight days later, which indeed happened after the fifteen-year- 
old girl had received the anointing of the sick 
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9553267 


Réglement de retraite et principes religieux. Par notre Vénérable 
Mére Anne Chauvélier, morte a La Fléche le 14 Septembre 1823 


Chauvelier, 
Anne 


1823 


Manuscript on paper, 19 x 13 cm, f. (1), pp. 1-65, f. (1). Quarter-bound in calf and marbled paper 
boards; red gilt label on spine; marbled edges. Ex-libris of the Library of the Hospitallers of Saint 
Joseph of Avignon. Missing lower compartment of the spine. An unpublished manuscript, 
detailing regulations of the order of nuns of the religious Hospitallers of Saint Joseph in La Fléche 
(France) by Mother Anne Chauvelier (1751-1823), the first Mother Superior of the order upon the 
community's reinstatement following the French Revolution. The religious congregation of the 
nuns of Hospitallers of Saint Joseph was founded in 1636 in La Fleche by Jéréme Le Royer de 
La Dauversiére and Marie de La Ferre. The community quickly spread across the Atlantic and 
was notably at the origin of the Hétel-Dieu de Montréal in 1645 and many other hospitals in North 
America. When the French Revolution began, Anne Chauvelier was already present at La 
Fléche. She supported her Mother Superior and helped novices navigate the troubled times. A 
moral authority and writer in her spare time (she even wrote poetry and tragedies), she herself 
became Mother Superior in 1803 and can be considered one of the key figures of the order. The 
present manuscript provides specific guidelines for communitarian living: "Do not separate 
yourself from communal conduct and behold yourself as much as you can to the confessor and 
head of the community” (p. 60). It also contains reflections on how to prepare for "the time of 
retreat," a "notice to novice sisters," and "maxims on the religious state," as well as sections on 
the vows of poverty, chastity, obedience, and hospitality, general rules, and chapter entitled 
"Inner life, silence, meditation, and prayer," among other things. The work constitutes a spiritual 
guide for the sisters at the convent and was intended only to circulate in the community. No other 
copies of this manuscript have survived in public collections, neither are there any published 
versions of the text. The manuscript compliments the printed 1687 vita of Anne-Eugéne de 
Meleun in this collection (Bib# 6743950), foundress of a convent for the Hospitaller Nuns of St. 
Joseph in Baugé, then still a relatively young order, and the 1755 edition of a medical- 
pharmaceutical work that once belonged to the Hospitallers of Saint Joseph in La Fléche (Bib# 
9469033) 


9645655 


[Suite of 34 baroque engravings on the life of Ana Garcia Manzanas 
de San Bartolome] 


[Cologne?] 


[ca. 
1636] 


Ato. ff. 34. 34 full-page engravings captioned at foot in German and Latin. Contemporary calf, 
boards ruled in blind. Prints in strong impressions, a little stronger to a few plates, last plates with 
a couple small worm holes. Extraordinary suite of anonymous prints on the life of the Discalced 
Carmelite Ana Garcia Manzanas de San Bartolome (1550-1626). The plates highlight the 
mystical life of Ana, her visions and apparitions, and, given the absence of an authorship, are 
probably made by a member of the Order of the Discalced Carmelites. One of the earliest 
followers of Teresa of Avila, Ana de San Bartolomé served as a missionary of the Order, 
establishing convents in France before arriving in Flanders in 1611. She succeeded in 
establishing the important Discalced Carmelite convent in Antwerp in October of 1612, which she 
governed until her death in that city in 1626. All the prints in the suite are captioned in both 
German and Latin which indicates an origin in the German-speaking world. Another copy of the 
suite can be found at the provincial House of the Discalced Carmelites in Munich. Julen Urkiza 
and Ana Maria Ruiz Zapata have reproduced the prints in their catalogue Vida en imagenes de 
Ana de San Bartolomé. Burgos, 2016. See also E. Mufioz Gomez, “Visiones de y en Ana de San 
Bartolomé (imagenes y textos,” Anales de Historia Antigua, Medieval y Moderna, 54 (2020), 2, 
pp. 65-92), who identifies the plates as “Ciclo de la Vida de Ana de San Bartolomé.” The suite is 
a perfect visual compliment to the two 1632 Ana de San Bartolomé autobiographies edited by 
Elias van S. Teresa (Bib# 8064271 in this collection) 
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In Relacion de la Solemnidad, con que se han celebrado en la ciudad Dalmau, Jose Barcelona : por 1615 8vo. ff. 8, 139, 1, 128, 46. Portrait of Santa Teresa on title page. Modern brown calf, boards with 
process | de Barcelona, las fiestas a la Beatificacion de la Madre S. Teresa Sebastian double gilt fillets, raised bands to spine, tooled and lettered in gilt. Contemporary inscriptions to 
de lesus, fundadora de la reforma de Frayles y Monjas de nuestra Matevad title page: “Collegi Inchensis? Soc. Jesu ex dono Dott. Antonii Prado?” First edition of this rare 
Sefiora del Carmen de los Descalgos. Por el D. loseph Dalmau, del work on the celebrations in Barcelona of the beatification of Saint Teresa of Jesus in 1614. The 
Conseio de su Magestad, en su real Chancilleria de Barcelona. work, with only one other copy in the US, includes details on the saint’s life, her work, writings, 
Dirigida al muy lllustre y Reverendissimo Sefior, Don Luys Sans teachings, and mystical life, and is divided in two parts. The first contains the sermons and 
Obispo de Barcelona, y del Conseju de su Magestad. Van afiadidas parties organized for the occasion, and the second a collection of baroque poems dedicated to 
todas de las fiestas de las otras Ciudades de Cathaluria. Con Santa Teresa. It concludes with three sermons by Santa Teresa, preached at the Church San 
muchos sermones de Varones muy doctos, que en todas partes Jose of the Discalced Carmelites in Gerona, Perpifian and Mataro. The events surrounding 
predicaron Teresa's beatification, especially those in Madrid, were used by King Philip II to lend religious 
legitimacy and prestige to his monarchy, just like he strategically promoted the veneration of 
other new Spanish saints. Saint Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) was a popular but controversial 
Spanish mystic. The reforms she introduced to the Carmelite Order and her ecstatic visions were 
seen as a threat to the established Catholic order. In 1627, decades after her death, she was 
named as a patron saint of Spain by the Spanish legislature. While she became one of the 
famous people in Spain during her lifetime, both in the literary and religious worlds, her influence 
after her passing became even greater 
9553266 | Sancta Maria di Loreto fatta rettrar per il R[everendissi]mo Cardinal | [Lafreri, Rome : Antonio [before | Copper engraving, measuring 340mm x 244 mm of printed surface. Light central horizontal fold. 
di Agusta Antonio?] [du Lafreri 1573] Partial early ownership stamp with crown with the initials of G R (?) on verso. The first and only 


Pérac Lafréry, 
Antoine] 


state (B. Rubach, Ant. Lafreri Formis Romae: der Verleger Antonio Lafreri und seine 
Druckgraphikproduktion. Berlin, 2016, no. 130) of a rare (only copy in the US), separately 
published broadside on Our Lady of Loreto—the cult sculpture of the Virgin at the Marian 
pilgrimage site in Loreto, Italy. Antoine du Pérac Lafréry (ca. 1512-1577), the publisher and 
maybe the engraver of this print was active in Rome starting from 1540; he was the first to 
attempt to collect maps and prints by different cartographers and engravers in the form of bound 
“raccolte” and atlases. Many of his artistic collaborators were referred to as the Lafrerian school. 
Reaffirmation of the Catholic tradition of artworks in churches at the Council of Trent (1545-1563) 
resulted in a surge of visual art associated with Virgin Mary as well as Marian pilgrimage sites, 
which played an important role in Catholic attempts to combat Reformation movements. This and 
other similar prints were sold as pilgrim souvenirs and were also being purchased by devote 
Catholics who were unable to visit the Holy House of Loreto themselves. According to a late 
medieval tradition, the Holy House, in which Virgin Mary was born and where the Annunciation 
occurred, had been miraculously transported from its original biblical location in Nazareth to Trsat 
in modern Croatia in 1291. From Trsat, it was carried by angels several times to various locations 
in Italy, before being finally brought to Loreto in 1294, where it has been for the last several 
centuries. The image of standing Mary with Child Jesus in her arms, set in a multi-arched niche 
with elaborate versions of the supposed Solomonic columns at St. Peter's Basilica, is easily 
recognizable as the cult sculpture from Loreto. In the image, the arch is toppled with a ciborium- 
shaped structure, surrounded by columns and flanked by angels--a common representation of 
the distinguishing feature of the Mary of Loreto iconography. The columns bear quotations from a 
Marian antiphon: "Help the miserable, encourage the faint-hearted” (left); and "Intervene for 
faithful women" (right). An elaborate floral garland flanks the image on both sides, with on each 
side an ornate oval medallion representing a pilgrim in prayer, a male on the left and a woman on 
the right. The engraving is similar to another print by Nicolas Béatrizet on the same subject, also 
published by Antonio Lafreri. The present unsigned version, however, is less known and studied. 
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The present print is dedicated to Cardinal di Agusta, presumably Otto Truchsess von Waldburg, 
cardinal "Augustanus" (of the emperor) from 1544 until his death in 1573 (H. Hibbard, 
Caravaggio. London, 1988, p. 1968; The Illustrated Bartsch. New York, 1982, v. 29, p. 269). 
Waldburg served as an art dealer for Albert V, Duke of Bavaria and had a significant art 
collection of his own. From 1563 onwards, Lafreri dedicated several prints to the cardinal 


9075528 


Response aux Lettres Portugaises. Traduites en Frangoises [Bound 
with: ] Lettres d’une Religicuse Portugaise, traduites en Francois 
[Bound with: ] [Lettres Portugaises. Seconde Partie] 


[Alcoferado, 
Mariana 
(pseud.)] ; 
[de Lavergne, 
Joseph?] 


Amsterdam : chez 
Isaac van Dyck / 
Cologne : chez 
Pierre Marteau 
{i.e. Amsterdam?] 


1671 / 
[ca. 
16717] 
/ 
[before 
ca. 
1671] 


Three works bound in one 12 mo. volume. pp. (4), 107, (1); pp. 58; pp. (2), 47, (1). Contemporary 
vellum. The third work lacking title leaf but otherwise complete with preface ‘Au Lecteur’ (A2r-v). 
Its earliest owner (‘Ces Lettres Portugaises appartient a moy’) signs himself ‘A. Corfray’, and 
records his purchase as ‘achetees 8 avril 1676’, and he/she may have written the admiring lines 
on the front and back flyleaves. A further inscription on the flyleaves reads: ‘A Saso l’ivoirine / qui 
dissipa les nuages / Paul Eluard / 27.1.50.’ The acclaimed French poet Eluard (1898-1954) gifted 
the evocative set to his lover, Jacqueline Trutat (‘Saso’), with a pun on the nickname of his dead 
wife ‘Nusch’ (Maria Benz). The phenomenally popular epistolary sequence Lettres d'amour d'une 
religieuse portugaise (or simply Lettres portugaises) has itself undergone a sequence of 
Classifications as contradictory as its evolving reputation. On its first appearance, at Paris in 1669 
(the heyday of Moliére, Racine, La Rochefoucauld, La Fontaine, and Mmes. de Sevingné and de 
Lafayette), it was presented as the one-sided correspondence by Mariana Alcoferado, a 
Portuguese nun of the Convent of Conceicpalo, addressing a noble French military officer 
serving in the internal Portuguese wars of the 1660s. The five letters progressed from star-struck 
love and hope to disappointment, despair, and disdain. The Chevaliers amorous pursuit had 
nearly driven Mariana to forsake her vows, but after the officer was called back to France, he 
forgot his protestations of constancy, and failed even to reply to her passionate missives, 
increasingly desperate as months pass; and when finally pressed to acknowledge receipt, 
admitted to having found new companionship, bringing on tragic Mariana’s equally passionate 
curses. This short, semi-erotic and above all sentimental concoction, almost certainly from the 
pen of the needy adventurer Joseph de Lavergne, Comte de Guilleragues (1628-1685), took its 
early pan-European, primarily female, audience by storm, and set off an immediate campaign to 
identify the pseudonymous heroine and the anti-heroic ‘Chevalier de C.,’ which has continued, off 
and on, for nearly three centuries. More or less finally conceded to be fiction (although a recent 
study by Myriam Cyr, Uncovering the mystery behind a 17th-century forbidden love. New York, 
2006, has revived the dim theory of historicity), Lettres portugaises has been re-celebrated as the 
true initiator of the 17- and 18-century vogue of the ‘sentimental novel/novella,’ and the generic 
influence upon La Princesse de Cléves and its ‘psychological’ offspring from Rousseau to 
Stendhal to Goethe. The success of the original letters led to an imitative sequel to the first 
publication, the ‘Seconde partie’ of seven more, by an unknown author — albeit issued by, and 
very likely commissioned by or through Claude Barbin, the eminent registered publisher of 
Guillerages’s seminal work, and of some of his subsequent writings. Barbin did in fact attribute 
the continuation to ‘une Femme du monde, qui écrit d’un style different de celui d'une 
Religieuse.’ In the same year, another Parisian publisher issued five best-selling Responses by 
Maria’s fled lover, reprinted by countless piratical presses, and generating at least two sequels of 
their own. The publisher's preface ‘Au Lecteur’ (as in the present copy of Response aux Lettres 
Portugaises. Traduites en Frangoises, A2r-v) provides a forged provenance of the replies, 
implicating that it was true love all along, which must have reassured the readers of 1669-forward 
throughout the dozens of combined editions then published and sold 
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9531660 


[Devotional engravings of Saint Agnes and the Virgin of the 
Immaculate Conception printed on vellum] 


Verbruggen, 
Susanna 


(engr.) 


[Antwerp?] : 
Susanna 
Verbruggen 


Engravings on vellum [11.7 x 9.1 cm the sheet, 10.9 x 8.3 cm the platemark; 11.8 x 9.6 cm the 
sheet, 10.6 x 7.3 cm the platemark], one of which is decorated in contemporary hand-color. The 
S. Agnes engraving with a pinhole and the Ave Maria with inscriptions and remnants of mounting 
on the verso. Two unrecorded devotional engravings signed in the plate by the little-known and 
understudied Antwerp engraver-publisher Susanna Verbruggen (c. 1684-1752), here printed on 
vellum. Vellum was only rarely used in early modern printmaking, e.g., by exceptional artists such 
as Rembrandt, who experimented with exotic supports to achieve subtle visual effects. “Vellum 
was otherwise only used in luxury book printing (a relic of medieval manuscripts) and, at the 
opposite extreme, for devotional images, as it was the only material strong enough to withstand 
the usage it received in the hand of the poorest of the faithful, who carried images of saints on 
their person as amulets” (A. Griffiths, The Print before Photography: An Introduction to European 
Printmaking 1550-1820. London, 2016, p. 32, and see p. 379 for the 18'-century peddler trade of 
vellum holy images). The present engravings depict (1) St. Agnes with her lamb and martyr’s 
palm and (2) the Virgin of the Immaculate Conception in the role of ‘mediatrix,’ flanked by a pope, 
cardinal, bishop, emperor, king, and prince who look to her to save them from the flames of hell 
depicted below her feet. The Virgin engraving (labeled “Ave Maria”) is of particularly refined 
execution and carries on its verso an inscription dated 1765 which perhaps relates to its 
devotional use (“secundus in primo ordine 24 / 1765 / joanna goedeharde [?]’; the inscription 
seems to refer to the extension of the benefits of an indulgence to other relatives or 
acquaintances) 


9531663 


Ritus recipiendi Virgines in Monasterio ad Habitum prelationis Ordini 
Sancti Benedicti 


[Order of the 
Benedictines] 


[Amatrice] 


[ca. 
1750] 


Manuscript on paper (the leaf 225 x 155 mm). ff. (22). Bound in a contemporary Roman baroque 
brown morocco binding fully gilt on boards, and bearing the arms of a cardinal, likely Francesco 
Ricci (1743-1755), with original silk ties preserved. Text divided in two parts, of which ff. (1), (10), 
(11) and (17-22) original blanks. One scribe, text handwritten in brown ink, mainly in Latin, with 
some later additions (likely 19""-century) by a different hand in blue ink, as interlinear notes, 
apparently amending the text but not cancelling the earlier one. Rules and ceremonies to accept 
nuns in a small convent of the Benedictine Order. Part I, f. (2)r, incipit: “Ritus recipiendi Virgines 
in Monasterio ad habitum probationis Ordinis Sancti Benedicti” (the rules and the rite for the 
admission of the virgins - aspiring nuns - to the convent belonging to the Benedictine order). F. 
(9)r, explicit: Exaudiat nos omnipotens & misericors deus & custodiat semper. Amen. Finis.” Part 
Il, f. (12)r, Incipit: “Modus recipiendi ad professionem moniales obseruantes Regulam Sancti 
Benedicti” (Description of the rite that was to be performed, the solemn formula of accepting the 
monastic profession). F. (16)v, explicit: Et custodiat nos semper. Amen. Finis.” In the 2"¢ part, the 
only section of text in Italian language is containing the oath made by the nun who owned the 
present manuscript when taking her vows, and allows to locate the monastery: “lo N. m’offerisco 
e do tutta me stessa al Venerabile Monastero del Santissimo Crocifisso dell’Amatrice.” The 
convent and the church of the Santissimo Crocifisso in Amatrice (Lazio) were the home of the 
Benedictine nuns until the end of the First World War 
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9553289 


[Colorful embroidered breverl including engravings of St. Anastasius 
and St. Franciscus Solanus] 


[Northern Italy, 
Switzerland, or 
Southern 
Germany] 


10.5 x 7 cm, with richly brocaded IHS emblem on one side and lace trim on all edges. Silk ribbon 
tied and attached to upper edge, with contemporary square paper label displaying an 
indecipherable manuscript word in German. Opened at lower edge. Contents: 1) a large quantity 
of cotton or wool; 2) a strip of gilt and red brocade paper, 14 x 6 cm, with two engravings [each 6 
x 4 cm] pasted loosely onto verso (St. Anastasius and St. Franciscus Solanus in an exotic 
background, ministering to Native Americans). Brocade paper folded around a collection of four 
unidentified tiny red wax seals, two with paper appendages (all damaged and separated to some 
extent). Beautifully-embroidered example of a type of mixed-media devotional amulet popular in 
the 18th century. These elaborate amulets were often produced by nuns in convents in southern 
Germany and Austria in the 18th and early 19th centuries and sold to visitors and pilgrims to 
convent churches. “The object was not intended to be read or looked at; instead, the contents 
were folded permanently into a decorated paper case and worn on the person, usually 
suspended from a necklace. Opening one of these Breverl was believed to forfeit its protective 
properties” (Bridwell Library). Unlike earlier examples, the breverl here does not contain any 
printed text. The contents were evidently ‘plumped out’ with wool, used to enclose a small 
specimen of 18th century gilt-brocade paper, which in turn was folded to enclosed two 
engravings and the small handful of fragmented paper-and-wax seals. Although one of the 
engravings invokes the modern missionary Francisco Solano (1549-1610), who died in Lima after 
spending 20 years in Latin America, there is no evidence that such amulets were ever exported 
to the New World. Solano was beatified in 1675 and canonized in 1726, giving us a terminus post 
quem for the present item. See Bib# 8042471 and 9381889 for more examples of brevels 


9453810 


Browne's Transparencies. Interior of a Nunnery. No. 1 


London : 
Published by 
Reeves & Sons 
[...]; and W. 
Morgan 


[ca. 
1840s] 


Mounted hand-colored tinted lithographic print [224 x 290 mm], transforming when held to a 
strong light, with printed label mounted beneath on card [395 x 290 mm]; corners of mount 
clipped with some chips to edge; tear to the lower left corner of the mount into the transparency, 
but no loss. Considerably larger than most other optical prints, the scene shows the interior of a 
Gothic nunnery. On the left, one of the nuns is playing the organ and to her left, another nun is 
reading from a book of devotion. Ten further nuns, both standing and kneeling, are seen 
clustered around a central font to form a choir. Others approach, or are already at, the altar. 
Close by the font are a stack of three colorfully bound volumes. When held to the light the 
daylight scene transforms with the moon casting light through a gothic window and three wall 
lamps lighting the choir. The subject matter was an enduring vicarious pleasure of the early 
Victorian Protestants, there seems to have been no end of imaginative pictorial and literary works 
that were produced on the subject of nuns and monks. The print is part of Browne’s window 
transparencies series. Printsellers and publishers first used these pictures to embellish their shop 
windows. This practice evolved into producing prints devised to feature light contrasts on a 
particular scene. William Morgan was one of the publishers who expanded on this technique to 
manufacture ‘transformations,’ which, once held up to the light, would show another image 
printed on the back, thus transforming the original scene. Nothing is really known about Browne, 
apart from a number of transparencies published using his name. Only one other transparency of 
this size was issued at this time, also issued by Brown, with the title ‘An Italian Funeral 
Procession. No. 2.’ 
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9553248 | Vita Seraphicee Virginis S. Marize Magdalene de Pazzis Florentinge | van [Antwerp] [ca. Folio (the leaf 289 x 200mm). Engraved title and 49 numbered plates (218x160 mm). 
Ordinis B.V. Marize de Monte Carmelo regularis observantiae Diepenbeeck, 1670] Contemporary Austrian binding in red morocco with floral decoration, including birds, gilt in gold 
iconibus expressa Abraham on boards, spine tooled in blind with head and foot carefully repaired, elegant guards, possibly a 
(engr.) ; very early sample of ‘doublures,’ in colored paper, with concentric borders colored in red, yellow, 
Lommelin, blue, olive green and purple and richly gilt in gold, in a floral pattern, including 3 birds, and with 
Adriaen (engr.) marbled endpapers, and golden edges. The plates are after Abraham van Diepenbeeck, Adriaen 
: Bouttats, Lommelin, Frederik Bouttats Jr., Pieter van Lisebetten, Gaspar Bouttats, David Clouwet, and 
Frederik (engr.) Martin Bouche, with descriptive text engraved at the bottom of each plate in Latin, French and 
: Bouttats, Dutch. The engravings illustrate the life of Saint Maria Maddalena de’ Pazzi (Florence, 1566- 
Gaspar (engr.) ; 1607), celebrating her canonization in 1669. De’ Pazzi’s belonged to a noble and powerful family 
Clouwet, David in Florence, involved in the famous conspiracy against Lorenzo de Medici, and still authoritative 
(engr.) ; at the time. At 16, she entered the Carmelite monastery of Santa Maria degli Angeli in Florence. 
Bouche, Martin In May 1584, she suffered from a mysterious illness which prevented her from lying down. At the 
(engr.) ; van moment of pronouncing the vows, she had to be carried in front of the altar in her own bed; from 
Lisebetten, this moment on she started experiencing ecstasies for many years. Fellow nuns recorded her 
Pieter (engr.) ; gestures and words in those moments. Later, the voices she heard asked her to promote the 
"renewal of the Church" of the Council of Trent, exhorting and admonishing the hierarchies of the 
Rome church. In light of this, de’ Pazzi wrote to Pope Sixtus V and the cardinals of the curia. In 
three letters to Alessandro de ‘Medici, Archbishop of Florence, she predicted his short-lived 
pontificate. The mystic died in 1607 after a prolonged illness. While she was still alive, the 
Florentine religious and lay community already considered her to be a saint, and in 1611, her 
beatification process was initiated. On 8 May 1626, she was proclaimed blessed by Pope Urban 
VIII, and on 28 April 1669, Clement IX canonized her 
9541951 | [Marian metric foot relic indulgence, incipit: “IHS MAR Jesus et [France] {late Single sheet [22.6 x 12.2 cm] manuscript in black ink with red and green wash. On laid paper 
Marie ensemble Je vous done mon coeur et mon ame’ 18! preserving partial watermark, three horizontal folds, colors still bright. Unusual late eighteenth- 
century | century (?) French manuscript indulgence that doubles as a ‘metric relic,’ depicting the outline of 
4 the Virgin Mary's foot in its exact dimensions, a measurement it - dubiously — claims to have 


copied from one of her slippers conserved at “a convent of nuns at Saragossa in Spain.” ‘Metric 
relics’ offered the faithful a connection to Christ, saints, holy places, etc., by replicating for the 
precise size of, e.g., Christ's lance wound, the Holy Nail, His height, the dimensions of the Holy 
Sepulchre, etc. for contemplation. Metric relics thus form a category of some importance to art 
history, with its emphasis on chains of orthodox copies passed down in the form of icons, 
iconographs, models, and the like. Here, within the red outline of Mary’s foot is written: “IHS MAR 
Jesus et Marie ensemble Je vous done mon coeur et mon ame + Voici la juste mesure du pied 
de la Sainte Vierge Mere de Dieu Tirée d’un de ses souliers qui se Conserve dans le Couvent de 
Religieuses A Saragosse en Espagne Le Pape Jean 22 accorde 700 ans d’indulgence a qui 
recitera 3 Ave Maria sur la dite mesure en la baisant 3 fois, et la confirme le Pape Clement 8 en 
l'année 1603 - et de cette Mesure on en peut tirée d’autre; +.” Translation: “IHS MAR Jesus and 
Mary, | give you my heart and my soul + This is the accurate measure of the foot of the Holy 
Virgin Mother of God traced from one of her slippers kept in a convent of nuns at Saragossa in 
Spain. Pope John XXII grants 700 years of indulgence to anyone who recites 3 Ave Marias to 
this drawing while kissing it 3 times, and this was reconfirmed by Pope Clement VIII in the year 
1603 - And from this measurement you can trace other copies +” (French transcription below). 
Nineteenth-century antiquarians and ecclesiastics occasionally mentioned this category of 
Marian indulgence (e.g., L’Abbé Guettée, “Chronique religieuse,” in L’Observateur catholique, 
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revue des sciences, ecclésiastiques et des faits religieux, 13 (1862), p. 168). In his seminal 
article on metric relics, Barbier de Montault, (“Les mesures de devotion,” Revue de l'art chrétien, 
32 (1881), pp. pp. 265-67), discussed two “Saragossa slipper” metric relic/indulgences in his 
possession (he doubts the existence of an actual Saragossa slipper). Curiously, the item 
presented here conforms to neither one of his examples but combines elements from the two (or 
provides elements to them): e.g., it has the exact dimensions (19.1 x 8.0 cm) of the first example 
and shares with it the (absurdly generous) 700 years of indulgence, while it shares the details of 
the 3 Ave Marias and the supposed reconfirmation of the indulgence by Clement VIII (1536- 
1605) with the second example. The present item mentions John XXII (1244-1334) as the 
originator of the indulgence (a detail not found in Barbier de Montault’s examples, which cite 
Benedict XIV [1675-1758]). The current metric relic also differs from the ones mentioned by 
Barbier de Montault’s in wording and in other details, suggesting that it is neither a direct copy 
from nor a source of them. Noteworthy is the detail that the outline of Mary’s foot must be kissed 
to ‘activate’ the indulgence: in 1668 and 1678, the Congregatio indulgentiarum et sacrarum 
reliquiarum deemed such an indulgence, attributed to John XIl, to be apocryphal (“a Joanne XXII 
osculantibus mensuram plantae pedis B.mae Virginis”; Collection des décrets authentiques, p. 2, 
no. 4 & p. 10, no. 14), suggesting that forgeries/frauds of this sort date at least to the middle of 
the seventeenth century. Metric relics proliferated in manuscript during the Middle Ages and were 
quickly produced in print with the rise of fifteenth-century woodcut technology with its ability to 
produce identical copies accurately reproducing the measure of the objects in question. 
Nevertheless, no printed examples of the Marian metric relic/indulgence are known. Perhaps this 
should come as little surprise given that the last line of its text instructs the reader that s/he may 
trace further (authentic) metric relics from the example at hand. Apparently, the participatory 
nature of the item (e.g., kissing it) extended to the way it was meant to be replicated and 
distributed. No institutional examples of Marian “Saragossa slipper” indulgences are recorded, 
but their mention in the 19*-century literature suggests that a few might still be found in 
libraries/archives/museums. More common are 19*-century fabric metric relics, without 
indulgence, of the foot of Santa Rosa of Viterbo 


9510781 


Sacre Immagini [Suite of 55 Italian devotional prints] 


[di Salomoni, 
Francesco 
(ed.)?] 


{Italy, mainly 
Piedmont] 


[1626 - 
Ca. 
1825] 


Binding size 163 x 98 mm. 56 leaves of prints, consisting of 55 engravings and one typographic 
and woodcut broadside, various sizes, tipped in on stubs, numbered in manuscript on rectos or 
versos; including 18 hand-colored engravings and one printed in green, one engraving printed on 
silk, 16 larger folding prints, and 13 small prints of which 3 mounted; a four-page manuscript 
index at end. Bound in early 19th-century Italian half mottled sheep, marbled paper boards, spine 
gold tooled with title Sacre Immagini. A bound collection of rare devotional images from the 17th 
to early 19th century, the majority printed in Turin, Milan or nearby, many featuring local saints 
associated with Piedmont towns, including Alessandria, Alba, Pavia, and Longhera. A manuscript 
index at the end is in the same hand as the signatory of a typographic broadside prayer formulary 
to St. Brice of Pavia (no. 45), one Francesco de Salomoni, who may have been the compiler. The 
index refers to this as the second volume, but the volume is complete within itself. Being mainly 
cheaply printed ephemeral images, all the prints are rare, and only one (no. 56) is recorded 
elsewhere. All but one (no. 14, of King David, which has letterpress text on the verso and was 
evidently clipped from a book) appear to have been independently produced devotional images. 
They would have been sold by stationers or print dealers, in towns, at pilgrimage sites, or near 
local shrines, either individually or, in the case of some of the cheaply printed 19th century 
examples, in sets or series. As is evident from their texts, these prints were largely intended to 
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serve a protective, talismanic function, and would have been either hung on walls of a house or 
folded and carried on one’s person, not only to remind their owners to maintain pious thoughts 
and follow Christian practice, but to ward off evil and keep the owners or inhabitants safe. The 
collector organized the sheets by category rather than size or source: the first four are devoted to 
Christ—including images of Veronica’s Veil, of the Holy Shroud, and of Christ's full-size 
footprints; the next nine pay homage to the Trinity, the Holy Family, and the Virgin; and the rest 
are images of saints, ranging from fathers of the church to local patron saints, with a cluster of 
female saints at the end. 


Included are the following: 
3: Il vero ritratto del santissimo Sudario dy Torino. Turin : “Si vende [...] Nella Bottega 
delli Fratelli Reycends e Campagni, [1750] 

o — -Platemark 232 x 323 mm. Large folding engraving of the Turin shroud held 
aloft under a richly ornamented baldachin by five Bishops, several clerics 
and secular male and female dignitaries. At front are Vittorio Amedeo Ill, 
Duke of Savoy, King of Sardegna, etc., and his new bride Maria Antonia 
Ferdinanda of Spain; his arms flank the dais. The double imprint of Christ 
in the shroud is vividly depicted. The scene was printed for the Exposition 
of the Shroud (Ostensione) on the occasion of their wedding in 1750, a 
common theme (cf. La Sindone e sue immagine, catalogue of an exhibition 
held at the Palazzo Madama, Turin, 2018-2019 (PDF available online), pp. 
20, 28, 35). 

4: [Engraved broadside depicting the very large footprints of Christ, the scene of 
Peter’s vision of Christ, and St. Sebastian]. 1626 [Col.] 

o  Platemark 300 x 339 mm. As explained in the crudely engraved text, 
depicted are the miraculous footprints left by Christ after St. Peter 
encountered him while fleeing Rome (from the apocyrphal Acts of Peter). 
Their exchange (Domine, quo vadis? — Eo Romam iterum crucifigi) is 
lettered around the scene of this encounter at the top of the print. By the 
9th century a pilgrimage sanctuary had arisen at the site, and at some 
point, two footprints on a marble slab — probably a Roman ex-voto — 
joined the premises. The present-day church of Santa Maria delle Piante 
was only built in 1637; it contains a copy of the footprints; the original slab 
being preserved in the nearby Basilica San Sebastiano fuori le mura. 
Hence the complicated iconography of this engraving, which reproduces 
the marble impression of the footprints, a scene of Peter's vision, and the 
martyrdom of St. Sebastian. The crudely engraved text provides a brief 
biography of the latter, a list of other relics preserved in the church, and a 
description of the footprints, their origin and the history of their veneration. 
Xavier Barbier de Montault (“Les Mesures de Dévotion,” Revue de I’Art 
Chrétien 15 (1881), pp. 370-72) described a similar print, also dated 1626, 
from his own collection, with the same content but differently laid out, 
commenting that it is “quite rare” and that he had never seen another copy. 
Another full-size representation of the footprint of Christ is preserved in the 
Hildburgh collection of amulets in the Wellcome Collection (no. 77 in 
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Ettlinger’s typescript catalogue of the collection, digitized on the Wellcome 
website). The genre of “sacred measurements as prophylactics” (Ettlinger, 
“The Hildburgh Collection of Austrian and Bavarian Amulets in the 
Wellcome Historical Medical Museum,” Folklore 76 (1965), 25, p. 109) also 
included strips showing the length of the body of Christ or of the Holy 
Sepulchre. (see also items 5 and 8 in this catalogue) 

9: Vera Immfagi]ne della Bfeata]. Verg[iJne sotto il titulo Virgo Potens. “M. De 

Magistris incise.” [Alessandria?, 18th century] 

o 141x 84 mm. The subtitle clarifies that this image is venerated in the 
parish church of Saints Alessandro and Carlo in Alessandria (in Piemonte), 
and that it was engraved by order of the brothers and sisters of the 
confaternity of that church, who celebrate the festival day of the Powerful 
Virgin with a novena on the first Sunday of September. 

10: Joseph Barilesti (engr.), Nostra Signora Ausiliatrice. [19' century] 

o 137 x 89 mm. Printed on white silk. The Madonna and child in clouds 
surrounded by cherubim. 

12: Giovanni Paoli Bianchi (engr.), La Madonna della Sanita delli R[everend]i Padri 
ChiieriJci Reg[ula]ri Ministri degli Infermi della Croce Tané. Milan : Gio. Paolo Bianchi 
F., [ca. 1640] 

o  Platemark 170 x 114 mm., folding. Banner at top Salus infirmorum, title at 
foot flanked by the arms of the order, a red cross. On heavy paper. Cf. 
Treccani and Thieme-Becker 3:583 on the engraver, active ca. 1621-1646. 
The Camillian Order is dedicated to the care of the sick. 

13: Divozione Efficacissime p[er] acquistare il S. D. Amore e l’Odio al Peccato: Per 
Stabilire nei] Regni, e Famiglie la S. Pace, e DfiviJna Providenza, e liberarci da 
Pesce, Tremoti, Tuoni, e Morti Improvise. [Turin, 18th century] 

o  Fold-out, platemark 193 x 102 mm. This prayer sheet, an amulet-formulary, 
would protect its owner from “sin, earthquakes, thunder, and sudden 
death.” The image shows at center three large flaming hearts labeled 
Maria, Jesus and Joseph, at top the crowned symbol of the Trinity 
(triangle) flanked by cherubs’ heads and a banner with biblical citations, at 
foot the arms of Carlo Emmanuele III of Savoy, with a banner naming him, 
a Biblical quotation on either side, further text below including spaces for 
writing one’s name and town, instructions for fasting and confession, and 
the prayer to be recited.” 

19: [St Sebastian within rococo frame, caption at foot “Ven. Confraternitas S. 
Sebastiani Maoris.”] Pavia, 1760 

o  Platemark 225 x 156 mm., folding. Shows the Saint with a cherub 

removing his arrows; undoubtedly copied from a painting. 
24: S. Tomaso d’Aquino 

o  -Platemark 125 x 65. Thomas Aquinas shown writing in his library, gazing at 
a crucifix on his desk. Unidentified bishop’s coat of arms at top (four 
roundels on a bend sinister). 
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25: The “Angelic Cross of Thomas Aquinas”: Orazione devotissima contro terremoti 
tuoni e saette (title at top) Crux Angelica D. Thome de Aquino (on banner above the 
cross). 18th or early 19th century 

o — Platemark 158 x 209 mm, fold- out. The image shows a large cross filled 
with palindromic lettering containing four phrases: Crux mihi certa salus, 
Crux est quam sempre adoro, Crux mihi refugium, and Crux Domini; the 
cross flanked by oval portraits of St. Dominic and Thomas Aquinas, short 
prayers below each portrait, another prayer to protect against earthquakes, 
thunder and lightning at bottom. The print reproduces a cross allegedly 
painted by Thomas Aquinas on the walls of the Dominican Convent of S. 
Giacomo of Anagni (Lazio). 

26: Sanctis Theobaldus infirmorum medela. “Baldasoro Porta,” 1757 

o — Etching with engraving, platemark 225 x 184. Title on banner below Saint 
Theobald, shown in heaven on a cloud bank below which float two shoes 
and a cobbler’s awl, at bottom of frame a small cartouche with the name 
and date. Teobaldo Roggeri (1100-1150), whose remains are preserved in 
the cathedral of Alba, was a Ligurian noble who abandoned his privileged 
status to become a cobbler. Venerated for his devotion to the poor, he 
became the object of a popular cult, but was not beatified until 1841. 

36: Francesco Zucchi (engr.), Sanctus Camillus de Lellis Clericorum Regularium 
Infirmis Ministrantium Fundator. [Venice, ca. 1746] 

o —-Platemark 234 x 153 mm., folding. Camillus de Lellis (1550-1614), from the 
Abruzzo, founder of the Camillians (having been rejected by the Capuchins 
because of a supposedly incurable leg wound incurred in fighting with the 
Venetians against the Turks), is the patron saint of the sick, hospitals, 
nurses and physicians. He was beatified in 1741 and canonized 5 years 
later; this print was published around that time. The entry in the index 
notes that the same print was included in the first volume. 

42: |.B. Constantinus (engr.), Thomas Conca, Effigiem S. Josephi a Cupertino [...] 
[Turin, ca. 1800] 

o — -Platemark 414 x 283 mm., folding. St. Joseph of Cupertino (1603-1663), a 
levitating Franciscan, is shown here in action, in the presence of a nun and 
her entourage; she is identified in the text as Maria [Apollonia], daughter of 
Charles Emmanuel |, Duke of Savoy and Catherine of Austria. Maria 
Apollonia of Savoy (1594-1656) became a nun in 1634. The name of the 
engraver was engraved over an earlier signature. Tomasso Conca (“inv. et 
del.,” d. 1815) was a painter in Rome. 

43: Cans. Graminea (engr.), Imagine di S. Bovo Confess[ore] e Prottetore del insigne 
luogo di Voghera, e difensore delli Armenti. [Voghera?], 1717 

o  -Platemark 253 x 148 mm., folding. Bobo (d. 986), a Provengal warrior 
turned pilgrim, is the patron saint of cattle. The saint is shown with his 
abandoned sword at his feet, carrying a banner depicting a cow, with in the 
background a town (Voghera), cowherd with cows, and monastery. The 
caption describes his relics, preserved in the church of the Capuchins at 
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Voghera (near Pavia), and invokes his protection, of animals, flocks and 
“all evil.” 
44: Franc[es]co Agnelli (engr.), Effigie di S. Britio Vescovo di Turone in Francia nell 
1703 li 13. Maggio rinchioso in un Arca [...] fu con tutta solennita portato per la Citta 
[...] [Milan, after June 1703] 

o —-Platemark 358 x 245 mm., folding. Printed in green. The caption describes 
the transfer of the Saint Brice of Tour’s relics to Pavia in 1407 and their 
procession and ceremonial placement in the church of San Maria Capella 
in 1703, followed by his election as protector of the city on June 6 of that 
year. The Milanese printer and engraver Francesco Agnelli succeeded his 
father Federico after the latter's death in 1702. 

45: Breve orazione Da recitarsci ogni giorno dalli Divoti di S. Brizio Protettore della 
Regia Citta di Pavia. Pavia : per Gio. Antonio Ghidini, [ca. 1720-1747] 

o Leaf 204 x 127 mm, folding. Typographic broadside prayer, with small 
woodcut of Saint Brice as Bishop at top. Text within type ornament border. 
This sheet would have been easily folded and carried on one’s person as 
protection. A space for the faithful’s name is filled out in brown ink: 
“Francesco de Salomoni vostro servo.” It appears to be in the same hand 
as the index. The Ghidini press of Pavia was active for over a century; 
Giovanni Antonio Ghidini led the firm from ca. 1717 to 1747, after which his 
heirs took over. 

47: S.S.B., S. Victoria V. & Mart. [18th century] 

o  Platemark 283 x approx. 185 mm., folding. Hand-colored. Saint Victoria is 
shown within a frame, holding a sword and palm leaf. In front of her is a 
reliquary containing a skull and bone. The number 527 is stamped at 
bottom left. 

56: Raimondus Leo del. Jos. Rados (engr.), Veritable portrait de la Statue Colossale 
de Saint Charles Borromeo sur Arone. [Milan?, ca. 1790] 

o  -Platemark 434 x 279 mm., folding. This hand-colored engraving (the 
largest in the album) depicts the colossal copper statue of Saint Carlo 
Borromeo (1538-1584) on Mont Arona, in Piedmont, overlooking Lago 
Maggiore. Designed by Giovanni Battista Crespi, the statue (affectionately 
known as the Sancarlone) was erected, at huge expense, between 1624 
and 1698, using an innovative technique of hammered copper sheets 
mounted on a rigid structure (later used by Bartholdi for the Statue of 
Liberty). The French text summarizes the statue's history and describes 
how one can enter it and climb to the head, and provides its dimensions. 


Of the other, mostly small prints, some are without imprints, but also included are 13 engravings, 
most printed in sepia and hand-colored, from the Vallardi firm of print-publishers in Milan, datable 
to between 1812 and 1818 for those signed by Pietro and Giuseppe Vallardi, and a bit later for 
two with the imprint of Pietro’s widow, Giuseppina Redaelli; and four prints by various engravers 
after Luigi Agricola, from the Rome print publisher Agapito Franzetti, active from 1790 to 1810. 
The only non-ltalian print is a small emblematic engraving of the Capuchin St. Fidelis of 


351 


Women of the Book — Overview of the Collection - 04.11.2022 
For clickable links to the currently available individual digital surrogates (cf. Bib# column of the table), please download the pdf version of this document. 


Sigmaringen, signed by the Augsburg engraver Simon Thaddaeus Sondermayr (no. 18, ca. 
1740) 


9553246 


L'Eroina di Cesarea overo Vita e Martirio di Santa Dorotea Vergine 
e Martire. Poema Votivo Di Fra Gerardo da Venetia Reformato di 
San Francesco 


da Venetia, 
Gerardo 


[Northern Italy 
(perhaps Venice)] 


Folio. ff. (20) [last 5 blanks]. Unbound as originally put together by the author, a Franciscan Friar 
about whom nothing is known. Manuscript on paper. Preserved in an early 19" cent. ‘carta 
rustica’ cardboard once used to contain accounts sheets, in Venice. Watermark with combined 
letters “F—C” and “G—E”, unfound on Briquet, but with similar samples attested in Northern Italy, 
around 1570-1590. Unrecorded manuscript life of the early Christian martyr Saint Dorothea of 
Caesarea. F. 2r contains a prefatory letter of the author which is curiously dedicated to an 
unknown lady called “Mia Singolarissima Av(v)ocata’ (tr.: ‘My most singular advocate’), but 
without any other direct reference, and, according the text, the author seems to apologize to her 
for the delay with which he fulfils his past promise to write this work. Ff. 3-4 contain the 
‘Argomento’, a description of the contents and a biographical note on the life of Saint Dorothea, 
and is aimed at the reader. The poem is on Ff. 5r-15v, all written in 8-line stanzas, starting from 
the end of the passion of Christ, then announcing the birth of Dorothea, describing her talents 
and qualities, narrating her life and ending with her martyrdom. The text also includes the legend 
of the conversion of Theophilus. Along the way to where Dorothea would be executed, the young 
pagan lawyer Theophilus mocked her by saying: “Bride of Christ, send me apples and roses from 
your husband's garden”. While praying before she was killed, a boy appeared carrying three 
beautiful roses and three apples. Dorothea sent the child to Theophilus, who saw in the offer an 
affirmation of the existence of the god of the Christians. His conversion led to his own martyrdom. 
Saint Dorothea, originally from Caesarea in Cappadocia, was considered the patron saint of 
florists and fruit sellers, and much venerated in the Middle Ages, to the point of being considered 
one of the ‘quatuor virgines capitals,’ together with Caterina, Barbara, and Margherita. From the 
fourteenth century onward, many painters and sculptures paintings and sculptures featured the 
saint, who was often depicted with apples and roses 
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